
BRITISH SEIZE 
THREE LIBYAN 

border forts 
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(in„ ime had been wholly 
p.UBiCat’et \ 

P> Associated Press correspond- 
•w ‘A the British in the field 

!»'* 'A that the Italian" were un- 

rep0Tt d to have large forces in 

ier73 including many survivors 

Aretreat from Egypt, and ap- 

eftAiv were preparing to make 

pjre! or fight of it there. 

>rLh armored forces sped over 
Br erf in a maneuver to en- 

e town, and advanced units 

ii.'cie, ‘l that considerable num- 

:tPu already had been destroyed 
dive bombers. 

British communiques during the 
B 

Trade no mention of the num- 
W m{ jtahan trucks, tractors and 
DerS °f Italian prisoners of war 

A °jn hand, but the Associated 
A, correspondent said a recap- 
A L indicated that, of the five 

weist divisions w hi ch invaded 

w-Dt onlv one got out entire. 

Appeared wholly shattered. 
1 

Another, he said, withdrew many 

As men, but lost most of its 
Aliment. Italian division." are 

understood to run as high as 14,000 

A'e British air command report- 
a heavy and continuing bomb- 

er campaign against Fascist posi- 
t's particularly at Bardia. 

faere. said a Royal Air force com- 

-unique, more than a dozen tons 

cfbombs struck the ''arracks, mil- 

tary buildings generally and the 

railways, and a train of fires was 

laid. 

Established by Congress in 1775, 
tie Marine Corps is the oldest branch 

of the United States armed service. 

Relief for Miseries or 

IEADCOLDS 
Put 3-purpose Va-tro-nol up eacll 
Sritil (11 It shrinks swollen mem- 

fcranes"' (2) Soothes irritation; (3) 
Helps flush out nasal passages, clear- 

ing clogging mucus. 

VICKS VA-TRO-NOL 

F. R. ANNOUNCES 
NEW PLAN TO AID 

GREAT BRITAIN 
(Continued from Page One) 

with help for Britain and substitu- 
tion of a gentleman’s obligation. 

Refusing to be drawn into a dis- 
cussion on where the title to the 
goods would be, he asserted that 
that was something for the lawyer* 
to work out. The United States, he said, was not likely to get into 
war for legalistic reasons. 

Meanwhile, as the intensive new 
drive for greater armament ef- 
forts got into full swing, Secretary 
of the Navy Knox announced the 
award of contracts for forty addi- 
tional destroyers costing approxi- 
mately $253,384,875 and for an ex- 
pansion of shipbuilding facilities at 
an estimated cost of $8,300,000. 

As a move to expedite construc- 
tion in certain cases and achieve 
similarity of design, the navy also 
announced that contracts for seven 

destroyers and two cruisers previ- 
ously announced had been can- 
celled and transferred to other 
yards. 

Depends on Item 
As to whether it was possible to 

speed up present war production, 
President Roosevelt said it depend- 
ed entirely on the particular item 
involved and that the task was one 
of keeping everlastingly at it. 

Earlier, Secretary of State Hull 
disclosed that he was counseling 
defense commissioners and other 
officials to greater effort in speed- 
ing up production and it was 

learned that his advice was based 
on predictions of high American 
and British officials that a crucial 
phase of the war would come in 
the next three or four months. 

President Roosevelt, in opening 
his explanation of what he de- 
scribed as a brand new pplan, said 
that in the present world situation 
there was absolutely no doubt in 
the minds of an overwhelming 
number of Americans that the best 
defense of the United States was 

to help Britain defend itself. 
Aside from the natural interest 

in survival of democracy, he said, 
this was advisable for selfish rea- 

sons. 

Asserting that he had read and 

heard a lot of nonsense about fi- 
nances, he declared that no major 
war ever was won or lost through lack of finances. 

Recalls Past 
He recalled that in 1914, on the 

eve of the outbreak of the World 
war, he heard leading bankers say 
that there was not enough money 
for Europe to carry on a war for 
more than three months. 

Some persons, he said, had the 
idea of repealing the neutrality 
and Johnson acts and lending mon- 
ey to Britain to spend here. He 
described this as banal talk. Some- 
what in the same category, he 
said, was the suggestion that the 
United States make a gift of 
cash or supplies to Britain. If he 
were British, he said, he was not 
certain that he would want an out- 
right gift. 

He said there were other ways, 
and these were now being ex- 

plored. 

American defense, the President 
said, were additional productive fa- 
cilities and the more these facil- 
ities were increased — factories, 
shipbuilding ways and other facil- 
ities—the stronger would be Amer- 
ican defense. 

British orders, he said, were a 
tremendous asset to national de- 
fense here because they created 
additional productive facilities, 
.Then launching into the plan it- 

self, the President said it was pos- 
sible for the government to take 
over British orders, because they 
were essentially the same kind of 
munitions this government want- 
ed, and turn them into American 
orders. 

Subject to Mortgage 
Then, he continued, the govern- 

ment might either lease the mate- 
rials or sell them, subject to mort- 
gage, to Great Britain on the theo- 
ry that help for Britain was the 
best defense for the United States. 

What he was. trying to do, he 
emphasized, was to eliminate the 
dollar sign in supplying Britain. 

He cited an illustration—a man 

who lent a garden hose to a neigh- 
bor to put out a fire. The man 

wouldn’t try to sell the hose to 
the neighbor,’ he said, but would 
let him use it and when the fire 
was out, it would be returned. If 
it were damaged, naturally the 

¥ 

neighbor would be expected to re- 

place or repair it. 
The general plan, he said, was 

that the United States would take 
over a large number of British 
orders—not necessarily all of them 
—when they came off the produc- 
tion lines and enter into an ar- 

rangement for their use by the 
British with the understanding 
they would be repaid in kind after 
the war. 

In mentioning ships in this con- 

nection, the President said he did 
not have in mind naval vessels 
but merely merchant ships. 

Asked whether the United States 
would carry the goods across the 
Atlantic, the President said it was 
only a detail as to what flag the 
transporting ships flew, thus indi- 
cating that he had in mind trans- 
ferring the ships to the British. 

The President referred to future 
British orders in outlining the plan 
but said it was not possible to say 
now just how the plan would affect 
present orders. 

This and many other details, in- 
cluding the exact method of trans- 
ferring the materials, remained to 
be worked out, he explained. 1 

BEAVERBROOK SAYS 
HITLER PREPARING 

INVASION PLANS 
(Continued from Page One) 

craft production in the Reich, he 
added. 

“So we are warned. We know that 
some measure of preparation was 

carried out in Germany last winter. 
Tanks and dive-bombers to destroy 
the French; the same thoroughness 
will be employed against us when 
the time comes.” 

Shortly before he spoke, the air 
and home security ministries re- 

ported “very slight” German day- 
time air activity over England. They 
said no bombings were reported 
from any section of the country dur- 
ing the day but that one German 
bomber was shot down by British 
fighters. 

Simultaneously, the government 
released its latest air raid casualty 
figures, showing Britain has suffer- 
ed more than 46,000 casualties since 
June. 

CONTRACTS LET , 

FOR DESTROYERS 
(Continued from Page One) 

officials said, was made possible by 
utilization of tonnages already au- 
thorized by congress but initially ear- 
marked for other categories of fight- 
ing ships. Details of the tonnage 
transfers were not disclosed. 

Although no mention of further 
aid to Britain was made in Knox’s 
announcement, it was recalled that 
the British repeatedly have stressed 
their need for more destroyers in 
recent discussions of aid from the 
United States. Such vessels needed 
by the British to convoy merchant 
ships carrying food and munitions 
range from 50 to 400. The United 
States already has transferred 50 
destroyers to Britain. 

Contracts for 7 destroyers and 2 
cruisers were transferred from their 
originally designated builders, Knox 
said, in order to expedite the work 
by letting each contractor build du- 
plicate types as far as possible. 

As a result of that shuffling and 
the new awards, the secretary said 
contracts for 37 destroyers were 

placed with 5 private ship building 
concerns and 10 destroyers will be 
built at four navy yards. 

Knox placed the estimated cost of 
the 40 additional destroyers at $253,- 
384,875 and said that new facilities 
required at the private yards to build 
them would cost an estimated $8,- 
300,000. 

TRADE BODY GROUP 
WILL MEET TODAY 

(Continued from Page One) 
Under action taken at the mem- 

bership meeting on December 13 
this group will “make effective as 
far as possible, the suggested 
changes, plans and ideas as set 
forth in the report of the special 
committee.” 

The special committee proposed 
that a reorganized chamber of 
commerce be created under the 
leadership of an industrial engi- 
neer, assisted by a competent 
staff. 1 

MARSHAL PETAIN 
SUMMONS LAVAL 

FOR CONFERENCE 
(Continued from Page One) 

was with members of Abetz’ suite, 
but there was no confirmation of 
a rumor that Laval, too, had gone 
to Paris. 

The strict censorship made it 
difficult to report the results of 
the Abetz conferences, but late 
tonight French circles appeared 
confident that the policy of French 
German collaboration would be 
continued without impediment. 

Informants at Bern, Switzer- 
land, said they had learned that 
Abetz persuaded the old marshal 
to bring Laval out of surveillance 
at his home so Abetz could get 
Laval’s own story of his ouster 
as “crown prince” to Petain, in 
order that Germany can decide 
what position to take on the 
change. 

There were some rumors, even, 
that Germany might demand La- 
val’s reinstatement. 

This was supported by inform- 
ants in Berlin, who said Germany 
was interested not in Laval’s suc- 
cessor but “whether any change 
in French policy has taken place.” 
Petain already had told Hitler that 
he will continue to collaborate with 
the Reich; that Laval’s ouster 
made no difference in this. It was 

indicated, however, that Petain 
had not told Hitler why he ousted 
Laval. 

In Bern it was reported a Petain- 
Hitler meeting might be expected 
if Abetz and Petain agreed on a 
collaboration. 

If they didn’t, anything might 
happen, including total German 
occupation of France. 

WITH AMBASSADOR 
BERN, SWITZERLAND, Dec. 17. 

—UP)—Authoritative sources report- 
ed tonight that Pierre Laval was 
with German Ambassador Otto Ab- 
etz when the latter left for Paris 
tonight after a day of mysterious 
conferences with both Laval and 
Chief of State Petain. 

These persons said the deposed 
vice-preimer was in one of the 
automobiles belonging to the Abetz 
suite when the German envoy, his 
aides and guards, whirled out of 
Vichy. Laval’s friends said he 
would accompany Abetz to Paris. 

WINDOW TREASURE 
HUNT SCHEDULED 

(Continued from Page One) 
ure’ in my window is (-) and 
the first letter of the name of “Treas- 
ure’ is (-). 

There will be only one “official con- 
test treasure” for each participating 
firm, displayed so as to be seen by 
the contestant. However, there can 
be as many items in the window as 
the advertiser wishes. 

Cash prizes will be awarded as fol- 
lows: First prize to contestant find- 
ing most "Treasures” in Santa 
Claus’ window treasure hunt; and 
second prize to contestant locating 
next highest number of "Treasures,” 
and so on until all prizes have been 
awarded. 

Accuracy in naming “Treasures,” 
neatness and brevity will be decid- 
ing factors for award when judge 
go over the entries. 

Contestants may fill in name ol 
“Treasure” for each advertiser on 

special ad in the Thursday Star-News 
listing participants or enter individ- 
ual entry idea. Due consideration 
will be given originality and clever- 
ness. 

Entries must be in the Star»News 
office not later than noon Saturday, 
December 21, addressed to Window 
Treasure Hunt Editor, care of Star- 
News. Judges’ decision will be an- 

nounced Sunday, December 22. 

NAZIS REPORTED 
GOING INTO ITALY 

(Continued from Page One) 

information reaching highly re- 

liable sources in Yugoslavia. 
Winston Burdett, the corres- 

pondent, said the major part of 
the Nazi forces were reported at 
Bari and Naples, southern Italian 
ports, but some also were reported 
to be in Genoa and Milan. 

Some were expected to perform 
"police duties” in Italy in ex- 

change for Italian labor in Ger- 
man factories, he said. 

The German movement south- 
ward, according to Burdett’s 
Sources, began immediately after 
the resignation Dec. 6 of Marshal 
Pietro Badoglio, Italian chief of 
staff. 

BRITISH BOMBERS 
ATTACK MANNHEIM 

(Continued from Page One) 
• 

British singled out this chief indus- 

trial center of the upper Rhine for 
a fiery dose of the same medicine the 
Germans have given some of Brit- 

ain’s own industrial cities. 

(The German high command ac- 

knowledged that 10 persons were 

killed, 50 injured and damage inflict- 
ed in western and southwestern Ger- 

many, with Mannheim and another 
unnamed town bearing the brunt of 

the attacks. It said two factories 
were hit, but that the effect on 

production was "immaterial.”) 

SAVE! SAVE! SAVE! 
Renew your fire or auto insurance 

in a strong non-assessable mutual 
Company. Current savings 25 per 
cent. 

F. E. LIVINGSTON & CO. 
MUTUAL INSURANCE I 

Christmas Radios 
RCA-1 94 1 MODELS 

$150 ' 

.Wklyy 

A New RCA-Victor 

"LITTLE 
NIPPER" i 

For any room in ihe * 

House 

Only $14.95 75c Week 

A Sensational Value 

American and Foreign 
Reception 

6 RCA-VICTOR 
Preferred Tubes 

$1.50 per week 

BUY ON 

BUDGET 7 Tubes, Electric Tuning, 
12” Speaker 

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS 
8 Vari-Colored Bulbs Complete, Ready to Use 

Special—32c 

Add These To Your Budget Gift List 

^1 Electric d»-| rr 

Skates vl *<50 Iron 4I.DD 
Combinatioh Waffle 

Electric *1 7Q Iron- * J QC 
Toaster .... 

I*' Toaster .... «P***^Jv 

LONGER TERNS—EASIER PAY 

MacMILLAN & CAMERON 
BUDGET DEPARTMENT 

Open Evenings Until 9 

I HIGH QUALITY—AT LOW PRICE! 

Old Toddu 
-Srandw J 

^A 
STRAIGHT BOURBON 

WHISKEY 

CtNTURY 01ST1LLIN0* C& 

.__i 

Tcentuwv oistilung CO., PIOWIA, ILV> 

With but six shopping days left to get the rest of your 
Christmas gifts EFIRD’S is your best bet, for com- 
plete selections and most economical prices. Shop every 
floor .. and save! 

Ladies' Dept. — Second Floor 

Rayon Crepes — Satin 

GOWNS 
i 

Old-Fashioned Type 
GOWNS 2.95 

Quilted Rayon and Chenille 
BED JACKETS 

1.95 to 2.95 
Wool Jumbo Knit 

Sweaters 1.95 and 2.95 

COTTON PAJAMAS 
(Coat and Butcher Boy Styles) 

97c to 3.95 
KAYSER LINGERIE 
Gowns, Panties, Snuggies 

48c to 2.95 

MEN S DEPT. ~ STREET FLOOR 

SILK LOUNGING ROBES 

5.95 lo 14.50 
Flannel Robes 5.95 !o 9.95 

I .. 

Rayon Robes 3.95 io 4.95 

LEATHER JACKETS 

195 to 9.95 
SOCKS 
(3 to box) 

69c 
Swank 

FITTED 
CASES 

* 

Nor-East 

TIES 

1.00 
Jayson 

SHIRTS 

Third Floor 
Cannon 

TOWEL SETS 
97c lo 1.95 

PILLOW CASES 
(Hand Embroidered) 

97c Box 
“Tom and Jerry’’ 

PUNCH SETS 
1.95 

Fruit Design 

WALL PLAQUES 
97c lo 2.25 

Street Floor 
Sparklet 

SYPHON BOTTLES 
(With 5 Bulbs) 

3.95 

COCKTAIL SETS 
(Tray, Glasses and Shaker) 

195 
All Chrome 

WAFFLE IRONS 
2.95 lo 195 
Sterling Silver 

BUD VASES 
97c to 1.95 

: 

Read Wilmington Morning Star Want Ada 


