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HALIFAX IS NAMED BRITISH AMBASSADOR TO U. S. 
X ^ ^ ^ ^ -A A A AAA A A A AAA 

ANTHONY EDEN 
GIVEN FOREIGN 
SECRETARYSHIP 

WARMLY RECEIVED 

Administration Circles Are 
Pleased Over Appoint- 

ment Of Falifax 

IMPORTANT POST 

Envoy Stands For Vigorous 
Prosecution Of The War 

Against Germany 
WASHINGTON. Dec. 22.—(A>)— 

The appointment of Viscount Hali- 
fax, British foreign minister, as 

the new ambassador to the United 
States was warmly received in ad- 
ministration circles tonight. 

Authorized spokesmen said that 
Lord Halifax was eminently satis- 

factory as successo- to the late 
Marquess of Lothian. Secretary 
Hull and other high officials were 

represented as having the highest 
regard for Lord Halifax. 

His appointment was looked 
upon here as a sign that the Brit- 
ish government considered the 
Washington post of equal import- 
ance with a cabinet portfolio. 

Although Lord Halifa* was close- 
ly associated with the late Prime 
Minister Neville Chamberlain dur- 
ing the so called “appeasement” 
era of British foreign policy, those 
familiar with his more recent 
views were said to be entirely sat- 
isfied that he stands for vigorous 
prosecution of the war. 

As foreign minister during the 
most critical pre-war period and 
also throughout the war so far, 
Lord Halifax was considered in 
diplomtic circles here to be high- 
ly qualified to interpret British 
policy to the United States govern- 
ment. 

Familiar With Details 
He was said also to be probably 

more familiar than any other Brit 
ish ojcial with the full details ol 
the informal conversations of Lord 
Lothian and Hull. 

The tall, austere and forma] 
Lord Halifax is a contrast in per- 
sonality to Lord Lothian, whose 
popularity in the United States was 
ascribed in large measure to his 
informal, easy manner. Also un- 

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 8) 

LOSS OF BRITISH 
SUB IS ANNOUNCED 

Swordfish, Which Sank 
German Torpedo Boat 

Last October, Missing 
LONDON, Dec. 22.—(#)—The 

loss of the British submarine 
Swordfish was announced tonight 
by the admiralty, which said she 
was long overdue. 

The Swordfish, for which a 670- 
ton class of British submarines is 
named, credited with having tor- 
pedoed and sunk a German torpe- 
do boat off the French coast last 
October. 

Submarines of her type usually 
carry a complement of 40 men 

(Continued on Page Six, Col. 2) 

SUCCEEDS LOTHAN 

Margesson Is Named Secre. 
tary Of State For War 

Jo Succeed Eden 

MOVE IS PRAISED 

New Envoy Is Known As 
Quiet, Unassuming Scholar 

And Churchman 

LONDON, Dec. 23.—(#)—Viscount 
Halifax, 59-year-old foreign secre- 

tary well known as the “Christian 
Gentleman in British politics,” was 

named early today to succeed the 
late Marquess of Lothian as Brit- 
ish ambassador to Washington. 

War Secretary Anthony Eden, 
who was succeeded as foreign sec- 

retary by Lord Halifax when Eden 
resigned in February, 1938, after 
a disagreement with the late 
Neville Chamberlain over appease- 
ment of Germany and Italy, was 
named to return to the foreign 
secretary-ship. Eden is 43. 

Margesson Named 
Captain David Margesson, 50, for 

nine years the government’s chief 
whip in the House of Commons 
was a “surprise” appointment as 
secretary of state for war to suc- 
ceed Eden. 

Halifax’s appointment to Wash- 
ington removed the last great fig. 
ure in London’s government who 
was associated closely with the 
late Neville Chamberlain in his ap- 
peasement policies before the war. 

Prime Minister Winston Church- 
ill had never questioned Halifax’s 
integrity and ability ir those bitter 
years but had consistently attack- 
ed the policies of Chamberlain, as 
had Eden. 

Halifax is known to Britons as 
a quiet, unassuming scholar and 

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 3) 

ITALY SUSPICIOUS 
OF VICHY REGIME 

Belief That Government 
Plotting With De Gaulle 

Expressed By Magazine 
ROME, Dec. 22.—(IP)—Belief that 

the Vichy government of France is 
plotting with General Charles de 
Gaulle, leader of the "Free French” 
forces to reunite French territories 
in Africa for resistance to "any 
eventual foreign intervention” was 
expressed today by the Italian maga- 
zine Rassegna Italiana. 

The magazine said the combination 
of French African possessions under 
the de Gaulle flag with British Afri- 
can territories would form a "gi- 
gantic bloc” which not only could 
help in defense of the Anglo-Egyp- 
tian Sudan but also in an offensive 
on Italian territories. 

“We must be vigilant that this 
bloc does not spread and absorb oth- 
er territories of still more vital im- 
portance,” Rassegna Italiana said. 

Describing the situation in French 
Africa as "rather muddy” the mag* 

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 2) 

Italian Defeats Blamed 
On Lack Of Armored Cars 

ROME, Dec. 22.—(fP)—Italian re- 

versals in Egypt and Libya were 

blamed today by Marshal Rodolfo 

Graziani, in a report to Premier Mus- 

solini, on the lack of armored cars, 

tanks and other mechanized equip- 
ment which prevented the Fascists 
from taking the offensive before the 
British got started. The Italians 
were also outnumbered, he said. 

These cars and other equipment 
were to have arrived from Italy 
early in December when the Italians 
were poised for the attack which 
was ordered by Mussolini and which 
was to have carried them, according 
to Italian plans, to Suez and the 
Nile. 

Graziani's report was his first ex- 

planation of the British successes 

which opened two weeks ago and 
backed the Italians westward out of 

Egypt into Libya. 
He told Mussolini it would “cer- 

tainly be premature to forecast de- 

velopments in the titantic fight” in 
Libya in which the British "have 
concentrated the best troops of four 
continents.” 

Graziani said the British attack 
was not a surprise to the Italians. 

The marshal declared that from 
the beginning of October Italian 
scouting planes had reported a con- 
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Greek Troops Agfffjushing Toward Valona 
Skirt Chimara 
Us They Seek 
Albanian Port 
ieave Units Behind To 

Clean Out Italians In Well- 
Defended City 

glG BATTLE RAGING 

Greeks Claim ‘Brilliant 
Successes’ In Tepelini- 

K'isuratepeleni Area 

g\ MAX HARRELSON 
ATHENS. Dee-. 22. — GP> — Greek 

..;cps were reported today to have 

Girted the well-defended Adriatic 

’.stal cj.y of Chimara in Albania, 

leaving o' her units behind to clean 

.. Italian opposition there. 

The advance units pressed onward 

...ar: the strategic port of Valona 

jtont 30 miles farther north, and in 

fierce hand-to-hand fighting were 

aij tc have captured several liun- 

.rf(i Indians on important heights 
'ordering the sea. 

Controlled By Guns 

A government spokesman aelared 

Chimara was under the "absolute 

emtio1' 'd Greek artillery and that 

•he Greek army along the Albanian 

ftor,t was advancing "steadily and 

securely.'1 
Choice Italian troops fighting in 

lie Klisuratepeleni region resisted 
strongly but unable to check the 

Greeks an; suffered heavy losses, the 

spokesman added. 
Frontier dispatches said a “very 

large scale" battle was raging "0 

miles northeast of Chimara in the 

Tepelini-KIisuratepeleni area in one 

of the major conflicts of the Italo- 

Greek war. 

'Brilliant successes” were claim 3 
h- the Greeks in that area where 

units struggled northwestward to ef- 

tect a junction with the Greek coastal 
units and to secure the collapse oi 

all fascist resistance in southern Al- 

ania. 
Regiment Decimated 

One report said an entire Italian 

regiment had been decimated just 
tside Tepelini in one of the great- 

M victories since Greek troops rout- 

tCoiitinued on Page Two, Col. 2) 

SEN SAWYER, 50, 
IS ASPHYXIATED 

Chief Of S. C. Highway 
Commission Dies In Of- 

fice Of Chiropractor 
COLUMBIA, S. C., Dec. 22—1®)- 

M. Sawyer, 50, chief of the 
fhte highway commission, anc 
siorm center of South Carolina po 
®ics for many years, was asphyxi 
8t«I, along with a negro nurse 
"bile undergoing treatment in e 

Propraetor’s office here today. 
Coroner J. A. Sargeant said il 

•uminating gas escaped from a ho 
*ater heater in an adjacent roon 
Snd overcome Sawyer and the 
r*se. whom he identified as Lu 
™e Hagood. The bodies were 

about 6 p. m. 
Sawyer, the coroner said, hac 

taking treatment for two o: 
”ee months and went to the of 

^"utinued on Page Two, Col. 5) 

Persons living within a 35-mile radius of Holly Ridge, site of the new Wilmington anti-aircraft fir- 

ing center, and at Carolina Beach and Southport who have available housing which may be rented to 
workers or military personnel at the camp, are asked to communicate immediately with the House-To-Rent 
Committee, Wilmington Defense Council, at Wilmington, postoffice box 698. The area from which housing 
is sought is shown above within the black line. Elsew here in this issue will be found a coupon which every 
person with additional housing is asked to fill out and mail to the above address. The plan for the survey 
w as inaugurated here last week by the Homes-For-Re nt ommittee, composed of W. M. Hewlett, chairman, 
K. B. Marshall and R. C. Cantwell, II, after a conference with R. B. Page, chairman of the Wilmington 
Defense Council. 

__ 

Many Sightseers Visit Holly Ridge; 
Action On Recreation Center Slated 

.i. 

CONSTRUCTION PUSHED 
i 
i 

Two Shifts Of Workmen 
Completing Task Of Clear- 

ing Off Camp Site 

HOLLY RIDGE, Dec. 22.-Thou- 

sands of sightseers today swarm- 

ed the highway between Wilming- 
ton and Holly Ridge in an effort 
to get a look at what’s going on 

at the site of the Army’s new $10,- 
000,000 anti-aircraft firing center. 

Shrubbing, building construction 
and stringing of power and tele- 

phone lines went forward at a ra- 

pid pace today and all indications 

pointed to the beginning of actual 
construction work on the Wilming- 
ton firing center some time this 

week. 
Will Get Power 

| By this time next weeK u 

predicted today that this little On- 

slow village will have electric 

lights and power for the first time 
in its history. 

Although there was no traffic 
: congestion of a major problem, 
■ there was a steady stream of cars 

pouring between Wilmington and 
here all day, with visitors also 

[ swarming in from all over East- 
■ ern Carolina. This was supple- 
■ mented by heavy Florida-bound 

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 6) 

Empty Stocking Is Far 
Below Last Year’s Fund 
il'i Christmas just around th 

°r!15r and With thousands of re 

J“csts to be filled by tomorrow 

^ ■ the Star-News Empty Stock 

^ furil) lagged far behind yester 
~ 

only one contribution beini 
d'lrlng the day. 

tl|ifund, now entering the homi 

!altu'h, totals $1,219.82—an amoun 

p0el0"’ that donated last year, 
foceeds from the football garni 

•nd,een rie®10 teams from Brooklyi 
t Dry Pond yesterday will S' 

e. t'lnd. Final report on tin 

tj 
*s exPect6d to be made today 

k.,Soon as all tickets and receipt; 

Ne been checked. 
I'arents have sent in re 

s that 1 heir children be remem 
Z* r,hi istmas by a visit fron 
I 

Santa Claus and these requests call 
for gifts for approximately 3,000 
youngsters. 

Unless there are more contribu- 

tions today, indications are that 

many of these children*will not be 

remembered when Santa makes his 

rounds tomorrow night. 
Make your contribution today and 

have the pleasure of knowing that 

you have made some child happy 
1 on Christmas. Your contribution 
> 

may be made through J. Henry 
! Gerdes treasurer of the fund, at the 

Peoples Savings Bank and Trust 
3 company, or at the Star-News of- 

fices. 
Parents who have requested aid 

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 7) 

Arms Project Workers 
To Go On 48-Hour Week 

MORGANTOWN, W. Va., 
Dec. 22— (fP) —Construction 
workers on a new $15,000,000 
defense project here will be 

placed on a 48-hour work week 
basis with allowance for over- 

time effective tomorrow, J. H. 

Grady, resident construction 
engineer, said tonight. 

Grady said the decision to 
increase the work week was 

reached Saturday at a confer- 
ence of officials of the war de- 

partment and the E. I. duPont 
De Nemours and company, 
which is building the anhy- 
drous ammonia plant. 

“Although the men will work 

48 hours (eight more than the 

maximum prescribed by the 

wage hour law) they will be 

paid at the rate of 52 hours, or 

time and oife-half for over- 

time,” Grady explained. 

OPPOSES CONSCRIPTION 

FALL RIVER, Mass., Dec. 22.— 

UP)—Bishop James E. Cassidy of the 

Fall River Catholic Diocese indicated 

today that he was against compul- 

sory military training as a perman- 

ent thing. 

WEATHER 
FORECASTS 

North Carolina: -Increasing cloudi- 
ness Monday and Tuesday, followed by 
rain Monday night and Tuesday; not 

much chnage in temperature. 

(By U. 8. Weather Bureau) 
(Meteorological data for the 24 hours 

ending 7:30 p. m. yesterc'ay.) 
Temperature 

1 -30 a. m. 44; 7:30 a. m. 40; 1:30 p. m. 

64 7:30" p. m. 54; maximum 66; mini- 

mum 39; mean 52; normal 48. 
Humidity 

1:30 a. m. 87; 7:30 a. m. 97; 1:30 p. m. 

43; 7:30 p. m. 56. 
Precipitation 

Total for 24 hours ending 7:30 p. m. 

0 00 inches. Total since first of the 
month 0.93 inches. 

Tides For Today 
(From Tide Table published by U. S. 

Coast and Geodetic Survey.) 
High Low 

Wilmington-4:34a 11:56a 
4:56p P 

Masonboro Inlet-? ?:.^a 2:41p 9:08p 
Sunrise 7:15a; sunset 5:08p; moon- 

rise 1:26a; moonset 1:12p. 

River stage at Fayetteville, N. C., 
at 8 a. m., Dec, 18, 11.5 feet. 

(Continued on Page, Two, Col. 2) 
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WILL REQUEST FUNDS 
! 

— 

Special Committee Will 
Call On City And County 

Commissioners Today 
The city and county commission- 

ers will meet in joint session this 
afternon at 3 o’clock to take action 
on the proposal that a recreational 
center be erected here for the work- 
ers and soldiers at the Wilmington 
Anti-Aircraft firing center at Hollf 
Ridge. 

A special committee, composed of 

W, R. Dosher, chairman, O. G. Foard 
and H. R. Cavenaugh, appointed by 
R. B. Page, chairman of the execu- 

tive committee of the Wilmington 
Defense Council, will present plans, 
specifications and estimates on the 

building at the meeting, which will 
be held in the county commissioners 
office. 

Businessmen Invited 
Chairman Page last night request- 

ed that as many businessmen of the 

city as possible and all the members 

of the executive committee be pres- 

ent for the meeting. 
The two governing bodies will be 

requested to provide funds for the 

erection of the recreational center, 

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 3) 

British Bomb 
Three German 
Naval Bases 
Carry Out Daybreak As- 
saults On Wilhelmshaven, 

Brest, Lorient 

ONE PLANE MISSING 

RAF Attack Starts Fires In 
Petroleum Refinery At 

Porto Marghera 
LONDON, Dec. 22.—(®—After 

showing its strength with a rec- 

ord night assault on Axis objec- 
tives from the Ruhr to the Adria- 
tic, the RAf was reported tonight 
to have carried out rare daybreak 
bombardments of German naval 
bases at Wilhelmshaven, Ger- 
many, and Brest and Lorient, 
France. 

From all these far-reaching at- 
tacks one British plane is miss- 

ing, according to the air minis- 
try’s statement. 

“At dawn today aircraft of the 
coastal command attacked docks 
at Wilhelmshaven and enemy 
bases at Brest and Lorient in oc- 

cupied territory,’’ the ministry 
said. 

Railway Bombed 
“During last night other aircraft 

of fee coastal '’command bombed 
the Oslo-Bergen railway in Nor- 
way. The line, which is used by 
the enemy for carrying supplies 
to the port of Bergen, was hit at 
several points. 

“One of our aircraft is miss- 
ing.” 

The other night assaults on the 
continent, reported to have cost 
Britain nothing in planes, includ- 
ed a 1,600-mile roundtrip to Ven- 

ice, near where, the ministry said, 
fires were started in petroleum 
refinery at Porto Marghera and 
“extremely heavy” bombs fell on 

docks and factory buildings. 
British bombs also were dropped 

out of the night on German oil 

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 6) 

NORTHWEST COAST 
SWEPT BY STORM 

Dozen Persons Injured And 
Several Buildings And 

Boats Wrecked 

SEATTLE, Dec. 22.—(tf)—A 
storm howled up the Oregon and 
Washington coasts last night and 

early today injuring a dozen per- 
sons, wrecking buildingr and boats 
and shattering communication 
lines. 

Six cities were completely black- 
ed out by power failures; dozens 
of roads were blocked by fallen 
trees and poles; the majority of 
outdoor Christmas decorations 
were ruined; hundreds of windows 
and roofs damaged. 

The breakdown in communica- 
tions prevented accurate check of 
the damage. 

The storm struck first on the 
Central Oregon coast, roaring in 

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 1) 

British Troops Continue 
To Gather Around Bardia 

BY ERIC BIGIO 
CAIRO, Egypt, Dec. 22.—(^—Al- 

though .there still were no signs 
that Marshal Rodolfo Graziani was 

sending help to his beleaguered 
Italian garrison in Bardia, British 
troops continued today to mass 

around the Libyan seaport which 
has been under siege now for six 
clays. 

Today, however, brought little 
other change in the situation, mili- 
tary sources indicated. British bat- 
teries, placed along the 17-mile 
perimeter of the town, continued 
to pound the Italian defenses and 
the Fascists replied. 

A general headquarters com- 

munique said merely: “Reinforce- 
ments are steadily reaching our 

troops in the Bardia area. A 
further seven guns hav# been col- 
lected from the enemy frontier 
Dosts which we recently Occupied.” 

1 (In London, an air ministry news 

service report on North African 
air operations told of attacks on 

the Libyan bases of Bengasi and 
Berka. At Bengasi, it said, explo- 
sions were touched off on the jetty 
and two fires were seen near war- 

ships there; at Berka, grounded 
Italian aircraft were machine-gun- 
ned from a height of 500 feet.) 

The British have cut all lines in- 
to Bardia which has been sur- 

rounded completely — by land 
forces on the desert and .British 
warships at sea—for three days. 

The Italians are said to have 
plentiful food and ammunition and, 
it is believed, probably can hold 
out for some days if the British 
do not attack. 

An actual assault on the town’s 
defenses, military sources say, is 

(Continjued on Page Six, Col. 3) 

Mechanic For 
Britain 

Marcia Pate, 17, a Brookline, Mass., 
high school senior, is shown aboard 
the Evaiigeline, bound for Nova 
Scotia. She hopes to qualify as an 
ambulance driver and go to Britain, 
all with her father’s consent. A good 
mechanic, she converted a truck into 
an ambulance, which she hopes to 
drive. 

BAILEY THEATRE 
WILL OPEN TODAY 

Formal Dedication Cere- 
monies Of New House 

Scheduled For 9 P. M. 

The new Bailey theatre, named 
in honor of the late George W. 
Bailey, premier Wilmington thea- 
tre man, will open here today, with 
the formal dedication exercises 
scheduled for tonight at 9 o’clock. 

Preceding the opening at 1 
o’clock this afternoon, a parade, 
led by the New Hanover High 
school ROTC band, and composed 
of local and visiting dignitaries 
riding in automobiles, will be 
staged down Front street. 

The parade will form at Third 
and Red Cross streets and proceed 
to Front, going down Front to the 
theatre at 12:30 o’clock, where 

Mayor Thomas E. Cooper will of- 
ficiate at the opening of the box 
office while the band plays. 

The formal dedication will be 
held from the stage; with Frederick 
Willetts acting as master of cere- 

monies. A. W. Grist, manager oi 
the Bailey, will then present the 
theatre to the City of Wilmington, 
with Mayor Cooper accepting. 

The ROTC band will play dur- 
ing the ceremony. 

In honor of the late Mr. Bailey 
and the opening of the new thea- 
tre, Mayor Cooper has officially 
proclaimed today as “Bailey Day.” 

“Little Nellie Kelly,” featuring 
Judy Garland, will be the first 

presentation at the new theatre. 

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 5) 

ITALIANS EXECUTE 
C0NY1C > SPIES 

Discovery Of ‘Network Of 
Informers’ Revealed By 

Action Near Rome 

ROME. Dec. 22.—(/PI—Discovery 
of a “network of informers” was 

revealed today when Aurelio Co- 
cozza, described as a fake travel- 
ing salesman of Taranto, and 
Francesco Ghezzi, a navy officer, 
were executed as spies at Fort 
Bravetta, near Rome. 

The executions were carried out 
at dawn with the military dispatch 
and secrecy customary among na- 

tions at war, and the firing squad 

(Continued on Page Six, Col. 2) 

War. 
Interpretive 

BY EDWARD E. BOMAR 
From blunt-spoken, Danish-born 

“Big Bill” Knudsen has come 

what sounds like a reply to the 
Berlin warning that peaceable re- 

lations between the United States 
and Germany will be endangered 
if Great Britain gets Axis ships 
now in refuge in American har- 
bors. 

Speaking of the world situation, 
Knudsen said “the contest which 

produced this crisis is irreconcili- 
able in character.” It was his first 

(Continued on Page Six, Col. 5) 


