
UNUSUAL’ YULE 
WEATHER IS FELT 

Winter Playgrounds Exper- 
ience ‘Worst Weather 

In Nation’ 

By The Associated Press 

phe usually delightful winter 
playgrounds, Florida and Califor- 
nia are experiencing a mess of 
"unusual” Christmas weather. 

Forecaster A. J. Knarr of Chica- 
go said those states easily cap- 
ered the dubious honors for “the 
vvorst weather in the nation” yes- 
terday i Tuesday). 

Drenching rains soaked Florida 
and spread into Georgia and Ala- 
bama. California, too, had otrren- 
tial rain as well as an 82-mile wind 
near San Francisco. Western 
Washington and Oregon also were 

soaked and a 56*mile wind was 

reported at North Head, Wash., at 

the mouth of the Columbia river. 
Virtually all the rest of the coun- 

try had mild and mostly fair 
weather, meantime, Knarr said. 

Knarr outlined the Christmas 
n.jv nrosDects this wav: 

Rain continuing along the Pacif- 
ic coast, in most of the territory 
west of the rocky mountains, in 
northern Florida and spreading 
through the South Atlantic states. 

Generally fair in the rest of the 
southern and the midwest states, 
cloudy in the eastern states with 
rain beginning there tonight. 

The RIO grande valley in Texas 
having probably the finest .weather 
in the country, bright with the 
mercury in the 60s. 

Light snow had fallen or was 

forecast along the west slope of 
the rockies but in the northern 
extremity of that area it has al- 
jeady turned to rain. 

Chicago enjoyed 51 degree 
weather yesterday and was due for 
similarly mild conditions today. 
Minneapolis, Minn., had its warm- 

est Christmas eve since 1891 when 
the mercury rose to 44 yesterday. 

Twenty-four hour rainfall record- 
ed in Flordia yesterday included 
3.92 inches at Ocala, 3.80 at 
Gainesville, 2.76 inches at Orlando 
in the heart of the orange groves, 
2.10 inches at Sanford in the celery 
country. Lake county in central 
Florida had 8.36 inches since 
Thursday. The rain broke at two- 
months drought. 

In California the 24-hour down- 
pour totalled 3.77 inches at Beverly 
Hills, a 30-hour fall reached 3.74 
inches at San Diego, water ran 

curb high in Los Angeles. A large 
part of inland California was 

drenched, too. 
In northern states old snow in 

varying amounts remained on the 
ground in the Dakotas, Minnesota, 
Northern Iowa, Northern Wiscon- 
sin, upper Michigan, northern New 
York state and New England. 3 
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Yule Tree Fireworks 
Scheduled Tomorrow 

The Community Christmas 
Tree Fireworks Display will be 
held at 9 p. m. on the night of 
December 26th, Thursday night. 
To' reduce the noise on this 
“Silent Night,” the display has 
been scheduled for the night 
after Christmas. 

The public is invited to witness 
this free display, presented to 
the public by the Spencer Fire- 
works Co., and the Ohio Dis- 
play Fireworks Co. Their south- 
ern agent, Jim Wommack, of 
Winston-Salem will be in charge 
and assisted by his wife, the only 
known woman shell shooter. 
Other assistants will be John 
Rehder, Burk Rehder, and Roy 
Fennel. 

The display will last about 30 
minutes, presenting an entirely 
new type of fireworks shooting, 
rapid firing of aerial bombs and 
ground pieces all at the same 
time. This is so arranged to 
keep from having any lull in 
the show and the public is as- 
sured of an extravagant exhi- 
bition. 

Obituaries 
p 

JOHN MARKITON, SR. 
Funeral services for John X.lar- 

kiion, Sr., 65, who died at 6:30 
o’clock yesterday morning in a 

local hospital after a long illness, 
will be held at 3 o’clock this aft- 
ernoon from the late residence, 
608 Castle street 

The Rev. Cornelius Murphy- 
will officiate and burial will fol- 
low in the Bellevue cemetery. 

Mr. Markiton was a member of 
St. Mary’s Catholic church. He is 
survived by his wife, Mrs. Eva 
Harkiton; five daughters, Miss 
Mary Anna Markiton, Miss Wilhel- 
mina Markiton, Miss Louise Mar- 
kiton, Miss Rozella Markiton, and 
Miss Betty June Markiton; and 
four sons, John Markiton, Jr., Jo- 
seph Markiton, Robert Markiton, 
and Frederick Markiton, all of 
this city. 

Pallbearers will be: Active, E. 
T. Malpass, R. L. Lewis, G. B. 
Craig, Aaron Goldberg, C.. David 
Jones and Harry Fales; honorary, 
C. Cooper, Percey Grier, J. D. 
James, Jr., Charles Rogers and 
Howard Skipper. 

JAMES Q. WRAY 
YORK. S. C., Dec, 24.—(iP)—James 

O. Wray, 73, Mayor of York from 
1933 to June, 1940, died at his home 
today as a result of a stroke suffered 
Sunday night. 

The funeral service will be held 
tomorrow afternoon at 3 o’clock. 

The former mayor was born in 
Shelby, N. C., but had been a York 
resident since young manhood. 

Six children survive. 

“BILLY” HILL 
BOSTON, Dec. 24.—CS>)—Wil- 

liam Joseph “Billy” Hill, 42, who 
wrote the song hit “The Last 
Roundup”, died today in a Boston 
hotel of a heart ailment, accord; 
ing to a medical examiner’s re- 

port. 
A native of Boston, Hill had 

spent most of his life in New 
York and Hollywood, where he 
collaborated on tunes and lyrics 
for a number of motion pictures, 
including “Rythm on The Range.” 

Hill was credited with setting a 

new tempo in dance music and 

popular vocal solos almost over- 

night with "The Last Roundup.” 
Other songs bearing his name 

include “They Cut Down The Old 
Pine Tree,” "Wagon Wheels”, and 
“In A Chapel in The Moonlight.” 
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HOLLY RIDGE WORK 
TO BE HASTENED 

Job To Be In Full Swing By 
First Of New Year, 

Contractors Say 

Construction work at the Wilming- 
ton Anti-Aircraft Firing Center at 
Holly Ridge should be in full swing 
by January 1 and will possibly be 
stepped up considerably by the latter 
part of this week, representatives of 
the contractors said yesterday. 

Meanwhile work is being allowed 
to lag a bit today, as most of the 
contractors and engineers on the pro- 
ject left the city for their respective 
homes yesterday afternoon to spend 
the Christmas holiday. 

Albert Jones, general manager of 
the Tide Water Power company, said 
last night that the company’s 11,- 
000 volt, three phase line, has reach- 
ed Holly Ridge, but no installations 
have been made as yet. 

He said that he learned that the 
contractors will not be ready for 
the power before the latter part of 
the week so he allowed th^ workers 
on the line t9 go home for Christ- 
mas. 

“As it is we are ahead of the de- 
mand right now,” he said in stating 
that power will be cut on to the 
camp the latter part of this week. 

About 800 men were at work at 
Holly Ridge Monday and yesterday 
the number sf workers had jumped 
to between 1,500 and 2,000, this num- 
ber being employed in the construc- 
tion of buildings for the contractors 
and others engaged in building the 
$10,000,000 army camp. 

At the peak of construction 6,000 
men will be employed on the project 
it has been estimated. 

Contractors for the camp are Gran- 
nis, Higgins, Thompson and Me- 
Devitt company. 

CITY IS READY 
FOR QUIET DAY 

(Continued From Page One) 

as shoppers hurried in and out in 

a hunt to get something for the 
person they almost forgot. 

Offices in the city hall will be 
closed today but will be open for 
business as usual tomorrow morn- 

ing. Offices in the courthouse clos- 
ed yesterday at noon and will re- 

main closed until Friday morning. 
Federal offices were closed yes- 

terday and will remain closed to- 
day. The Wilmington district army 

engineers office will also be closed 
tomorrow. 3 

The banks and many of the 
stores will be closed today and to- 
morrow. The Star-News prepared 
to take its pnly holiday of the year. 
The News will not publish today 
and the Star will not publish to- 
morrow. 

Last night the lights at the Com- 
munity Christmas tree at Hilton 
Park were flashed on and a Yule 
program was staged there under 
the direction of James E. L. Wade, 
city commissioner of public works. 

At Holly Ridge workmen were 

busy yesterday, but will not work 
today. General offices of the Atlan- 
tic Coast Line railroad yesterday 
took a half-holiday, will be closed 
today, reopening tomorrow morn- 

ins. 
Offices of the construction quar- 

termaster for Holy Ridge, located 
in the basement of the postoffice 
building, will be closed today, but 
will be open again tomorrow morn- 

ing. 
A Christmas party, replete with 

a visit from Santa Claus in person 
and refreshments, was enjoyed by 
office forces at the city hall who 
gathered at noon yesterday in the 
council chambers. 

Trying to forget for the moment 
the rumblings of the war drmns 
around the world, Wilmingtonians 
as a rule were anticipating the 
usual quiet observance of Christ- 
mas in the traditional spirit of 
“Peace on Earth and Good Will 
to Man.” All looked forward to 

plenty of eats, exchanges of pres- 
ents, watching the kiddies o p.e n 

their stockings and a brief respite 
from work. 4 

BARDIA BATTLE IS 
ARTILLERY DUEL 

(Continued From Page One) 

military communications, there 
will be a full dinner, with turkey 
and Christmas pudding. 

Big dinners also were planned 
at RAF airports dotting the desert 
and I met one air officer return- 

ing from Alexandria laden with 

champagne and caviar for a feast 
at his mess. 

The desert night cold has be- 

come more intense 
Last night we slept in an aban- 

doned Italian dugout with the wild 
dogs which roam the desert howl- 

ing outside, apparently attracted 
by our food. In the morning, water 
left in a basin had a thin coat 

of ice. 
During the day, however, the 

temperature rises to 70 under a 

bright sun. 

Italian planes have been attack- 
ing the troops around Bardia for 

the past few days but have bomb- 
ed only from great heights. British 
fighters have brought down sev- 

eral and are busy raining bombs 
on their airports to keep them on 

the ground as they did successfully 
earlier in the offensive. 

Since their retreat the Italians 
have resorted to a type of bombs 

they used three months ago with- 
out much effect. 

These missies are about the 
shape and size of quart bottles but 
do not explode when dropped. They 
wil go off when any vibration such 
as that of a passing truck comes 

near. We found several on the 
Salum airport artd exploded one 

with a stone. 3 

City Briefs 
VISIT HERE 

Mr. and Mrs. Rogers Matthews, 
of Laurinburg, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Randolph Matthews, of Clinton, 
are visiting their parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. E. L. Matthews of 
1915 Chestnut street. 

ON LEAVE 
Private Janies E. Haney, of 

1216 South Third street, attach- 
ed to the Marine barracks, In- 
dian Head, Md., who enlisted Au- 
gust 7 at the local sub-station, 
is home on a five day holiday 
leave of absence. Sergeant 
George F. Frederiksen, local re- 

cruiting officer, reported yester- 
day. 

VISITING 
Misses Catherine and Elvera 

Maddux, of Greenville, S. C., 
are spending the holidays with 
Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Whitehead 
at their home -on Market street. 

ON LEAVE 
U. S. Mintz, of 710 Caldwell 

avenue, attached to the LI. S. S. 
Omaha, stationed at Norfolk, 
Va., is home on a nine day leave 
of absence for the holidays, R. L. 
Deloach, local naval recruiter, re- 

ported yesterday. 

PROGRAM 
The Sunday school of the Holy 

Church of Jesus Christ, Third 
and Marstellar street, will pre- 
sent a Christinas program at 8 
o’clock tonight. The public is 
invited. 

The Wilmington office of the 
employment service division of 
the state unemployment compen- 
sation commission will be closed 
today. 

DATE CHANGED 
The Castle Haynes Service 

club party, scheduled for Thurs- 
day night, will be held tonight 
instead, Leona Janicki announc- 

ed yesterday. The public is in- 
vited. 

HOME FOR HOLIDAYS 
Shepard McKeithan, of Free- 

port, Texas, is spending the 
Christmas holidays at his home 
here. 

LIQUOR ARREST 
ABO officers yesterday ar- 

rested John Moore, 505 Ander- 
son street, and Cora Dudley, 
707 Ann street, both negroes, 
on charges of violating the liquor 
laws. 

ARRESTED 
Thomas Brow'n, negro, was ar- 

rested by police yesterday on a 

charge of assault with a deadly 
weapon after he allegedly cut 
Margory Holmes with a knife. 

\ ESCAPED 
Police were notified yesterday 

afternoon that Harry Rivenbark 
and Billie Smith, juveniles ar- 

rested Monday afternoon on 

charges of larceny, had escaped 
from the county farm where 
they were being detained. 

BEER STOLEN 
The driver of a J. W. Jackson 

Beer Distributing company truck 
reported to police yesterday 
afternoon that someone had 
stolen a case of beer, valued at 
$2.85, from the truck while it 
was parked at Fourth and Nixon 
streets. 

LINENS STOLEN 
DeMiles Lewis, negro, 1309 

McRae alley, reported to police 
yesterday that someone had en- 

tered his house and stole bed 
linens, quilts and blankets, val- 
ued at $5. 

AUTO ACCIDENT 
A car driven 'by James 

Mitchell, 708 Wooster street, and 
a truck operated by Joseph 
Andrews, 115 South 13th street, 
were involved in a collision at 
Third and Wright streets yes- 
terday with slight damages to 
both machines resulting, police 
reported. 

CARS COLLIDE 
Automobiles operated by 3. E. 

Blurr, Jr., of Castle Hayne road, 
and B. F. Taylor collided at 
Water and Chestnut streets yes- 
terday afternoon with both cars 

being damaged, police reported. 

FIRE 
Firemen answered an alarm 

about 9 o’clock last night to 
extinguish a blaze, cansed by 
a short circuit in the wiring, 
in an automobile owned by 
Walter Mintz and parked at 

the foot of Grace street, and 
reported slight damages. 

V VISIT 
'Mrs. A. L. Murrell a n d 

daughter, Miss Fay Murrell, 
of Cumberland, Md., are 

spending the holidays with 
their father, Asa W. Allen. 

Negro 1s Pulled From 
River By Police Hen 

Police were called last night tc 
pull a negro from the Cape Feai 
river, only to find that the mar 

preferred to stay in the water. 
They reported that Willie Davis 

had jumped into the river at the 
Coot of Market street. When the> 
arrived on the scene he was 

holding to a piling and spurned 
all efforts to get him out of the 
water. Finally after a 15-minute 
struggle he was brought to land 
and even then he tried to get 
jack in. Police arrested him on 

i charge of drunkenness. 

1 DEAD, 3 HURT 
IN AUTO CRASHES 

Harry L. Touchton Dies When 
Auto Crashes Into Trans- 

port Truck 
4 

One person was killed and three 
seriously injured, in automobile 
accidents in and near Wilming- 
ton late yesterday and last night. 

Harry L. Touchton, about 35, of 
Leland, was instantly killed early 
last night when the car in which 
he was riding struck a truck 
parked on highway 74 about tour 
miles east of Delco in Brunswick 
cpunty. 

John Ed Stewart, of Leland, driv- 
er of the car, was in a critical con- 
dition at James Walker Memorial 
hospital. Physicians said that he re- 
ceived a fracture- of the leg. sev- 
eral ribs and had serious internal 
injuries. Doubt was expressed that 
he would recover.. 

N. C. Thomas, sawmill operator of 
Hampstead, was a patient at Bulluck 
hospital for treatment of injuries re- 

ceived when the Car he was driving 
left the highway and crashed into a 
ditch near Scott's Hill late in the 
afternoon. 

Mrs. Daisy Spencer, of 314 Red 
Cross street, was admitted to James 
Walker Memorial hospital for treat- 
ment of injuries received when she 
was struck and knocked down ly an 
automobile driven by L. C. Holden, 
of Supply, at Third and Walnut 
streets early last night. 

State highway patrolmen who in- 
vestigated the accident near Delco 
said a large transport truck and 
trailer, owned by R. M. Tolar, of 
Thomasville, and driven by Pearlie 
Leslie Burnie, of Greensboro, was 

stopped on the highway while the 
driver made repairs to the dis- 
tributor. 

The car driven by Stewart crashed- 

into the rear of the truck, which 
tvas standing on the highway, with 
:he hood of the car going under the 
rear of the truck body. Touchton was 

ipparently killed instantly and Stew- 
irt was rushed to the hospital. 

Officers said that Burnie is being 
leld without bond pending the re- 

port of a coroner’s jury. 
Touchton was an employe of the 

3ulf State Creosoting company. 
Funeral arrangements had not been 
nade last night. 

Thomas was found near the wreck- 
age of his car near Scott’s Hill and 
was brought to the hospital here. 
At the hospital his condition was 
said not to« be critical. 

Mrs. Spencer was reported in a 

satisfactory condition at the hospital 
last night. 

Another accident in which only 
minor injuries were received by the 
drivers occurred on the Castle Hayne 
road late in the afternoon. Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested L. L. Horrell oh 
charges of operating an automobile 
while intoxicated, reckless driving 
and damage to property after he al- 
legedly drove his car into a car 

operated by Bennie Medlin. 

TRIES UNUSUAL SHOT 

I^AWRENCE — John Kline, vet- 
eran University of Kansas guard, 
has tried one method of foul shoot- 
ing after another with little success. 

He now uses a one-hand overhead 
shot. 

Again We are Glad to Say 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

to ail our 

Friends and Patrons 

City News Service 
; Mr. -and Mrs. G. F. Wulff 

109 ̂  Princess St. 
Phone 9239 

9tiu (pfoa&anL to fisumombfUL 

And to Wish Them a Happy Christmas 
We're truly grateful for your patronage in 
the past and we are anxious to be of further 
service to you. 

NEHI BOTTLING CO. 

NAZI MARSHALL 
HINTS INVASION 

(Continued from Page One) 

Cap Gris Nez) and, from there, spoke 
over a Gertnany-wide radio hookup to 
the German army. 

His words indicated that German 

plans for invasion of England are in 
no sense obsolete. 

(Early today British bombers gave 
the channel "invasion ports" a heavy 
pounding, following reports of con- 

siderable military activity there. 
British leaders have been warnin' 
for days that an invasion attempt 
may be imminent.) 

"I know," Von Brauchitsch told 
the troops, "that you all are just 
burning with desire at last to meet 
the English, and that you are mere- 
ly awaiting the Fuehrer’s command 
to do so.” 

Just one task lies ahead of the 
army, he said, and that is to “knock 
to the ground this last embittered 
adversary"—England—"and thereby 
compel peace to issue forth. 
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; The management 
and personnel of 
this institution 
have worked with you 

> and for you for the past 
year and now join in send- 
ing you this message of 
appreciation and good 
wishes. Your goodwill 
and co-operation have 
been greatly appreciated 
...and we have been 
pleased to have you re- 
gard this firm in highest 
esteem. It has always 

been a pleasure 
to serve you in 
ways that will con- 

tribute to your conveni- 
ence and requirements. 
We wish for you and 
yours a Very Merry Christ- 
mas and sincerely hope 
the new year will be gen- 
erous in its benefits to you 

and that we may 
have many more oppor- 
tunities to show our con- 
tinued interest in vour 
welfare. 

AND A 
HAPPY 
NEW 
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