
Metts Reviews State’s 
part In Defense Effort 

Approximately 5,000 National 

Guardsmen Entered Reg- 
ular Army Sept. 16 

Editor’s note—National de- 
, sc holds the attention of 

nearly cvcry American, even 

t Christmas time. Thousands 
h'orth Carolina men are at 

o!^e from camp for the holi- 
j3V, The part the state has 

ntayed in 1940 in national de- 
fense preparation is told here). 

,y ADJ. GEN. J. VAN B. METTS 

(Written For The 
Associated Press) 

jjALEIGH. Dec. 24—(/PI—Writhin 
year 1940, the serious and 

”aotic conditions in foreign coun- 

!ref have caused the American 
Iple to consider, to a greater 
,xtent than in the many years 

jast the national defense of this 
■ountry. 
Though we are separated by 

iany miles from foreign coun- 

ieSt it roust be realized that the 

tast methods of travel cover dis- 
hes in much quicker manner 

',3n heretofore. We have realized 
+at the economic structure of the 
jorld may, and possibly will, 
•liange and such a change neces- 

sity affects the United States. 

The history of North Carolina is 
efficient for the statement that 
jis state has, in the years past, 
Jiaced itself in the front lines in 
,very national emergency. The 
[jgte is today doing ''ts part in the 
jrogram of national defense and 

j, addition to the young men be- 
Bg inducted through the selective 
service system, it has already pro- 
ved a large nmbe" of men 

trough the induction of the na- 

tional guard on September 16, 1940, 
h which time approximately 5,000 

men entered the federal military service. . 

January, 1940, found the North 
Carolina national guard, headed 
by the Adjutant General’s depart- 
ment, in the transition from peace time to emergency measures, lead- 
ing up to the present special train- 
ing and national emergency. In 
January, the troops : North Caro- 
lina were completing a special two 
drill per week period and an 
emergency seven day special win- 
ter field training period. This 
special field training period found 
the 120th infantry bivouacked in 
three training areas at Henderson, 
Reiesville, and Concord, while the 
H3th field artillery combined its 
courses and training as a regi- 
ment at Fort Bragg. The 105th 
engineers trained at Charlotte, 
Salisbury, and Morganton, the 105th 
medical regiment at Henderson; 
and the 105th quartermaster regi- 
ment at Winston-Salem. The 252nd 
coast artillery split their training 
into several week-end phases, 
training at Wilmington, Raeford, 
and Greensboro. Headquarters 60th 
brigade, headquarters company 
60th brigade, and the 30th signal 
company traveled to Macon, Geor- 
gia, for their special training with 
General Russell and the 30th divi- 
sion staff. The state -taff and state 
detachment encamped at Raleigh 
and worked on the details and 
plans of selective service. 

Immediately following these 
camps, the North Carolina national 
guard began intensive preparation 
for annual armory inspection, con- 
ducted annually under direction of 
the War department, which, in 
view of the foreign situation, was 
more rigid than any inspections 
held for a score of years. 

In March, three officers from 
the state staff attended selective 
service school in Washington, dis- 

cussing with officers from the en- 
tire country plans and prepara- tions for the operations of selec- 
tive service in view of existing 
conditions. 

In May, 1940, the strength of 
the North Carolina National Guard 
was increased from approximately 3500 officers and enlisted men to 
approximately 4300 officers and 
enlisted men. 

The War department deviated 
from the usual custom of 15 day 
camps of instruction and the guard 
went into field maneuvers for 21 
days during July-August, 1940 
This involved much extra work in 
the Adjutant General’s depart- 
ment, as it necessitated a com- 
plete new set of plans, details, and 
estimates within a short period of 
time. These summer maneuvers, 
for the North Carolina troops took 
place as follows: the 252nd Artil- 
lery trained at Fort Moultrie, 
South Carolina, while the balance 
of the troops, which are a part of 
the 30th division, the state staff 
and state detachment trained in 
the Mississippi Louisiana areas. 
During this encampment, all 
troops from this state participated 
in extensive field 1 -lining, which 
reminded many old timers of the 
days of ’16, ’17 and ’18. The state 
staff devoted most of its time to 
the study of plans for selective 
service, which it was then realized 
would soon be ordered into opera- 
tion. 

Almost immediately following 
army maneuvers, the National 
Guard units of North Carolina 
were, on September 16, 1940, in- 
ducted into federal service as the 
National Guard of the United 
States in the army of the United 
States, the National Gard then 
passing from the control of the 
governor to control of the federal 
authorities. 

The troops of this state, as a 
part of the 30th division, and our 
coast artillery regiment, were 
among the first few divisions and 
troops called into the federal serv- 
ice for the one year’s intensive 
training. Though a sacrifice to 
many officers and men, all, recog- 
nizing the prerogative of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, acting 
with the authority of congress to 
call on the National Guard because 
of conditions confronting the coun- 
try, entered the federal service 
with a very fine spirit and with 
high morale. 

On September, 16, the day of 
induction, all units were mobilized 
at their respective home stations 
throughout the state and with 15 
days, all troops, except the coast 
artillery, joined troops from the 
states of South Carolina, Georgia, 
and Tennessee, comprising the 30th 
division, at Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina. The 252nd coast artillery 
proceeded to Fort Moultrie, South 
Carolina, with the exception of one 
battalion, which is encamped at 
Fort Screven, Georgia. 

Upon the entry of the National- 
Guard into federal service, the 
adjutant general, appointed by the 
governor as state director of selec- 

——i 

tive service in addition to his other 
duties, began the organization of 

a force preparatory to putting into 
effect this system to meet the re- 
quirements of the federal govern- 
ment. The ordering of the national 
guard into federal service and the 
operation of the selective service 
system is something ne' to the 
entire nation in times of peace. 
The eight members of the state 
staff, many of whom have in the 
past made a study under direction 
of the War department of the se- 
lective service system and having 
been inducted into federal serv- 

ice, were assigned to duty in this 
office by the war department. It 
is, in this fact, that headquarters 
were promptly organized and 
through which the state headquart- 
ers has been enabled to carry out 
its work with a reasonable degree 
of efficiency. 

During the year 1940 North Caro- 
lina has had the privilege of send- 
ing numerous officers to various 
service schools. These officers 
made outstanding records in these 
schools and their knowledge has 
proved of great value in instruct- 
ing and aiding their regiments in 
the present training. 3 

The military service period for 
Finnish conscripts has been ex- 
tended to two years, effective 1941 
to 1945. Finnish men formerly 
were required to serve only one 

year in the army. 

■ 

MRS. ROOSEVELT 
TALKS TO NORWAY 
WASHINGTON. Deo. 24.—UP)— 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt assured 
the people of Norway tonight that 
“In the end right will triumph over 

might.” 
The first lady participated in a 

short-wave Christmas broadcast with 

Crown Princess Martha and Wil- 
helm Momgenstierne, Norwegian 
minister. 

May God give you strength to be- 
lieve in the fundamental good of 
human beings and to work for it 
unceasingly” Mrs. Roosevelt said, 
“for in the end right will triumph 
over might and the love of a little 
child will dominate the world.” 

Princess Martha said that "when 
I think of what has happened in 
Norway it seems as though I were 
in the midst of a nightmare" and 
expressed the hope "to live to see 
the day when Norway will again be 
ours, when the land -and the people 
we love may again be free and con- 
tinue their way of life in a peaceful 
world.” 

Crowr/ Prince Olav was here to 
spend Christmas with the Princess 
and their three children in nearby 
Maryland. 

Wo with you oil tho 
joyt of tho Chriitmof 

Stuon and smcartly hop* that tha coming months will bring you a largo 
| share of happiness end prosperity. 

The management of this organization is joined by every employe in 
extending this Christmas Wish. 

DIXIE CAFE & GRILL 
117 Princes* Street 

I 1 1 1 

! 

.. .The best for you and 

yours is the sincere wish 

of every member of this 

firm. Our Christmas pres- 
ent has already been re- 

ceived .. .your fine patron- 

age all year and during 
the Holiday Season has 

made us happy at Christ- 

mas time. So, please accept 
our thanks along with this 

Greeting. 

AND BEST WISHES FOR 

CL Happy, Tl&w IjsuVi. 
/ 

ft 

wish you aMeriy 
Christmas and extend 
to you our be$t wishes 
for a Happy and 'Prosp- 
erous new year, ■tn 

H. L. GREEN (0. 
SHOE REPAIR DEPT. 
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\J world without (dhridtmas | 

1 ft / 1 i would be 1 
1 | 
1 a world without Iriendi I 
§ / S 

We are thankful for both. 
A host of friends has made our prog- 
ress rapid. The loyalty of our acquaint- 
ances has been of material benefit, 
bringing us a little closer to our goal 
of achievement. 

Christmas gives us a splendid oppor- 
tunity to express our appreciation for 
these friends and for the patronaga 
they have given us. 

We are glad that the particular world 
in which we live has friends ... and 
Christmas. 

WAHL’S 
FASHIOIVLAND 

^ Merry 
Christmas 

TO EVERYONE 
We take this occasion to wish 
every one of our many customers 
and friends a very Merry Christ- 
mas and a most prosperous New 
Year. 

THANK YOU . . . 

We also wish to express our sin- 
cere thanks to the people of Wil- 
mington and vicinity for their 
loyal patronage during the past 
year. 

Sulton-Council Furn. Co. 
“Service With A Smile” 

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF OUR ORGANIZATION 
BID YOU CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

I. J. SUTTON A. E. HEMBY 

C. K. COUNCIL D. L. FUTRELLE 
W. P. SUTTON MRS. R. J. HOLLIDAY 

M. D. WILLIAMS I. J. SUTTON, JR. 
Douglas King 


