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GERMANY POURS FIRST 
OF 300,000 SOLDIERS 
INTO BALKAN COUNTRY 

PRODUCTION PUSHED 

Spurt Of Diplomatic Activ- 
ity Accompanies The New 

Troop Movements 

SHOWDOWN IS HINTED 

Nazis Move Across Hun- 
gary In Special Trains 

With Big Guns, Tanks 

BUDAPEST, Dec. 26.—(®—Con- 
centration of Russian forces along 
the Rumanian frontier was reported 
under way today as Germany pour- 
ed the initial units of 300,000 fresh 
troops into Rumania and ordered a 

speed-up in the Balkan kingdom’s 
production of war materials. 

A spurt of diplomatic activity in 
southeastern European capitals ac- 

companied this military activity, be- 
lieved by some observers to presage 
a possible showdown between powers 
with conflicting interests in the Bal- 
kans. 

Troops On Prut 
The Russian concentrations were 

reported along the Prut river, which 
became the dividing line between Ru- 
mania and the Soviet Union after 
Moscow obtained Bessarabia and 
northern Bucovina from the Bucha- 
rest government by ultimatum last 
June 27. 

German troops moved across Hun- 
gary in special trains with artillery, 
bridge-building equipment, tanks and 
other motorized vehicles. The Hun- 
garian railway administration an- 

nounced passenger service would be 
“specially restricted' to clear the 
way for passage of 1,160 troop trains 
by Jan. 31. 

Under the German-ordered speed- 
up in Rumania’s war production, two 
large Rumanian industrial plants 
will be devoted to the manufacture 
of warplanes for Germany, diplomat- 
ic dispatches from Bucharest said. A 
submarine building yard already in 
operation at Galati, these advices 
added, has been ordered to increase 
its production 

All this Gt ian military activity 
coincided with the shift of Baron 
Manfred Von Killinger, Nazi minis- 

(Continued on Page Seven; Col. 4) 

HITLER VISITS HIS 
TROOPS IN FRANCE 

Declares ‘Better And More 
Beautiful Germany’ Will 

Come Out Of War 
BERLIN, Dec. 26.— UF) — Adolt 

Hitler made a Christmas tour along 
the north French coastal front and 
Extended his visit through today, the 
official German news agency DNB 
disclosed tonight. 

He visited units of the army, navy 
and air force and also of the "the 
organization Todt,” engineering 
units which built .the German west* 
ivah and now are said to be install- 
ing more heavy Mtteries along the 
channel coast. 

He told his soldiers, said DNB, 
[hat the watchword for the new 

year is: 
"Before us lies the freedom and 

future of our folks, behind us lie 
oast experiences and in us lies the 
unswervable decision that out of this 

(Continued on Page Four; Col. 7) 

HILTON FIREWORKS 
DRAW BIG CROWD 
Approximately 4,000 At- 
tend Annual Program At 

Community Yule Tree 

A fireworks display was present- 
ed last night at the Community 
Christmas tree at Hilton park, with 
a crowd estimated at about 4,000 
in attendance. 

The fireworks were fired by Jim 
W o m m a c k, of Winston-Salem, 
his wife, the only known woman 
shell shooter, John F.ehder, and 
Roy Fennell. 

An entirely new type of fire- 
works shooting, including ground 

(Continued on Page Four; CoL 6]^ 
• <{ 

1 —--r 

Red Press Reports Fire 
At Bucharest’s Airport 

MOSCOW, Dec. 26—iff)—Re- 

ports of a mysterious fire at 

the Bucharest airport and 

mounting death rate among 

children of Rumania appeared 
in the Russian press today. 

The government organ Isz- 

vestia said the airport fire was 

being investigated by Ruman- 
ian officials. Newspapers here 
previously nave portrayed as 

sabotage reported explosions 
and fires in Rumanian oil 
fields. 

Pravda said four out of 
every ten children in Rumania 
were dying of tuberculosis and 
malnutrition, and in a like vein 
Izvestia published a survey 
purporting to show extreme 

poverty and suffering among 
Rumanian peasants. 

The army newspaper, mean- 

while, interpreted the forma- 
tion of a German-Italian-Ja- 
panese mixed commission to 
execute terms of the Axis 
triple alliance as a “reply to 

the new Roosevelt plan for aid 
to England.” 

The appointment of Lord 
Halifax as new ambassador to 
United States was viewed as 

“a step to strengthen further 
American cooperation,” both 
politically and militarily. 

“The development of Anglo- 
American military cooperation 
has brought sharpening an- 

tagonism between United 
States and the Axis powers,” 
the newspaper added. 4 

Wilmington Among Cities 
Chosen For Home Guards 
35 ARE DESIGNATED 

Sites For Units Are Select- 
ed By General Metts, 

Approved By Hoey 
RALEIGH, Dec. 26.—UP)—'Thirty- 

five North Carolina cities and 
towns have been tentatively desig- 
nated as headquarters for home 
guard units, which will be estab- 
lished soon to perform duties for- 
merly handled by the state’s Na- 
tional Guard, Adj. Gen. J. Van B. 
Metts announced today. 

Sites for the units, all o9 which 
will be infantry, were selected by 
General Metts and approved by 
Governor Hoey. Each unit will be 
authorized to have as many as 50 
enlisted men and three officers. 

May Establish More 
Since North Carolina s quota, as 

authorized by the War department, 
was 2,006 home guardsmen, there 
is a possibility that additional 
units, in a few other North Caro- 
lina municipalities, will be estab- 
lished later by the adjutant gen- 
eral. 

Cities an dtowns tentatively se- 

lected are Edenton, Wilmington, 
Washington, New Bern, Greenville, 
Wilson, Goldsboro, Louisburg, Hen- 
derson, Raleigh, Durham, Lumber- 
ton, Raeford, Sanford, Burlington, 
Reidsville, Greensboro, High Point, 
Winston-Salem, Lexington, Albe- 
marle, Salisbury, Concord, States- 
ville, Charlotte, North Wilkesboro, 
Gastonia, Lenoir, Shelby, Morgan- 
ton, Rutherfordton, Asheville, Can- 
ton, Waynesville and Bryson City. 

All of the 35 municipalities, with 
the exception of Goldsboro, Lex- 
ington, Rutherfordton and Bryson 
City, formerly were headquarters 
of National Guard units. The 
Guard was called into federal serv- 
ice several months ago, and now is 
stationed outside of North Carolina. 

The home guardsmen will be 
available to quell riots—a task for- 
merly performed by the National 
Guard—and also'may be calif i out 
to protect vital industries and pub- 
lic utilities, in the event of fifth 
column activity in North Carolna. 

General Metts also made public 
a letter which he sent tonight to 
mayors of all of the 35 cities and 
towns selected as well as to chair- 

(Continned on Page Three; Col. 1) 

Muhlenbroich Fails 
In Suicide Attempt 

SAN QUENTIN PRISON, 
Calif., Dec. 26.—UP)—Wilhelm 
Jakob Muhlenbroich, serving a 

life term for the kidnaping of 

3-year-old Marc de Tristan, at- 
tempted suicide in his cell but 
failed because he fainted in 
the effort, Warden Clinton Duf- 
fy said today. 

“I’m sorry I didn’t finish 
it,” was the only comment 
from the 40-year-old convict 
when he was treated for a 

lacerated wrist in the prison 
hospital. 

The warden said the first in- 
timation of the attempt came 

when Muhlenbroich appeared 
about to collapse while work- 
ing at his loom in the prison 
jute mill. He was rushed to 
the prison hospital, whc 3 Dr. 
L. L. Stanley said his wound 
was not serious and that he 
was in no danger. 

Warden Duffy said Muhlen- 
broich slashed his wrist with 
a double-edged razor blade. He 
fainted before inflicting ser- 

ious damage. 4 

ITALIAN, BRITISH 
AIRFARE BUSY 

Fascists* Attempt To Im- 
pede Large British Force 

Surrounding Bardia 

WITH BRITISH FORCES OUT- 
SIDE BARDIA, Libya, Dec. 26.—(iP) 
—The Italian airforce concentrated 
its activity in the Bardia region to- 

day in an attempt to impede the Brit- 
ish forces surrounding this Libyan 
outpost. 

Italian bombing in other parts of 
the desert was at a minimum. 

The British Royal Air Force con- 

tinued the tactics it has employed 
since the start of the British offen- 
sive—heavy bombing of Libyan air 
fields to keep the enemy on the 

ground as much as possible. 

(Continued on Page Four; Col. 7) 

Prominent Men Ask F. R. 
To Act To Defeat Axis 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 26. — ta?) — 

A round robin bearing the names of 
169 prominent persons and urging 
President Roosevelt to do “every- 
thing that may be necessary to in- 
sure defeat of the Axis powers” 
was made public by the White House 
today. 

It said that “the materials of war 

and the military and naval and air 
strength we now have and the im- 
plements we can now produce are 

enough to make certain the defeat 
of the Axis powers, so long as Brit- 
ain is on her feet and fighting, but 
that with Britain down, they arg not 
enough and may not in the future 
be increased enough to hold the 
whole world at bay.” 

Immediately, a sharp division of 

opinion made itself manifest on 

Capitol Hill. For example, Senator 
King (D-Utah) said that “all possible 
aid” for England, Greece and China 
was imperative, while Senator HoU 
(D-W Va) sadi the appeal to the 
White House was made by a “collec- 
tion of warmongers,” many of 
whom, he asserted, "have financial 
interest in the continuation of the 
war.” 

The appeal was delivered to the 
White House in the form of a tele- 
gram. Attached were the names of 
educators, editors, authors, business- 
men, religious and labor leaders, and 
others. 

While some of them have been 
identified in the past with the Wil- 
liam Allen White Committee to De- 

(Continued on Fage Two; CoL ') 
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Five Killed In Highway Accidents 
1 
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24 Are Hurt 
In Southeast 
Auto Crashes 
John Stewart, H. L. Touch- 
ton, J. E. Eichhorn, Miss 

Jolly Lose Lives 

WHITE CHILD KILLED 

Crashes Reported Near 
Hallsboro, Clinton, New- 
ton Grove And Wallace 

Death did not take a Christmas 

holiday on Southeastern North Caro- 

lina's highways. 
A survey of the section yesterday 

revealed at least five persons were 

killed and 24 injured in automobile 

accidents on Christmas Eve, Christ- 

mas and yesterday. 
Those fatally injured were: John 

Ed Stewart and Harry L. Touchton, 
of Leland: J. E. Eichorn, of Halls- 

toro; Miss Elizabeth Jolly, of Free- 

man; and Everett Jerry White, 
■tree-months-old son of Mr. and Mrs. 

j. o. White, of Wilmington. 
Injured 

The injured included: R. O. Car- 

ter, of Swansboro; Melver Hudson, 
of Clinton; Pat Hornrine, of Newton 

Grove; Mrs. Preston Rivenbark, of 

Clinton; and six children; Stanley 
Brown, and hi® wife and child, of 

Salisbury, Md. 
Mrs. Pauline Pyle, Miss Juanita 

White, and Mrs. J. O. White, all of 

Wilmington; Penny Jones, of Wash- 

ington; Albert Ellis, of Whiteville, 
route two; Mrs. J. E. Eichorn, of 

Freeman; Mr. and Mrs.* Watson 

Hale, Harvey James, Miss Pennello 
lames, and Miss Zello James, all of 

Wilmington. 
Miss Jolly, 17, died yesterday 

morning in the Columbus county 
hospital in Whiteville from injuries 

(Continued on Page Four; Col. 5) 

FORCE AT HOLLY 
RIDGE ENLARGED 

Work Resumed With In- 
creased Intensity Follow- 
ing Christmas Holiday 

HOLLY RIDGE, Dec. 26,—The 
number of men working at the 

Wilmington Anti-Aircraft Firing 
Center here was boosted to ap- 

proximately 1,200 today as work 
was resumed with increased in- 

tensity following a one-day Christ- 
mas holiday. 

Many more were on hand seeking 
work, while others were waiting 
to be called or registering at the 
North Carolina State Employment 
Service office. 

Hue to increased patronage, the 
Seashore Transportation company 
today announced the reduction of 
bus fare to Holly Ridge from 70 
to 50 cents for round trip. Further 
reduction will be made in the event 
of increased patronage, the com- 

pany reported. 
Contractors’ representatives point- 

ed out they have more workers <>n 

b ind here now than they have work 

(Continued on Page Four; Col. 7) 

WEATHER 
v FORECAST 
/•orth Carolina: Mostly cloudy and 

?}^d, showers over south and west por- 
tions Friday; Saturday, mostly cloudy 
5na colCer, preceded by moderate to 
"eavy showers. 

... (By Tj. S. Weather Bureau) 
(Meteorological £ata for the 24 hours 

ending 7:3o p. m. yesterday.) 
Temperature 

a- m- 60; 7:30 a. m. 58; 1:30 p. m. 
7:30 p. m. 57; maximum 69; xnmi- 

Um 57; mean 63; normal 48. 
1 Humidity 

a- m. 100; 7:30 a. m. 100; 1:30 p. 
“• 80: 7:30 p. m. 100. 

n, Precipitation 
Onn° ' *or 24 hours ending 7:30 p. ®- 

inches. Total since first of the 
"“Wh 2.03 inches. 

Tides For Today 
urom Tide Tables published by U. S. 
ast and Geodetic Survey.) 

w-:, High Low 
"uaington _ 8:29a 3:03a 
u. 8:44p 3:88p 
‘"asonboro Inlet_ 6:24a a 

6:36p 12:37p 
unrise 7:16a; sunset 5:10p; moonrise 

*oa: moonset 4:26p. 
Hiv.r sifire at Fayetteville, N. C.> 
s ». in., Dec. 24, 10.09 feet. 

'Continued on Page Three; CoL 6) 
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_Germans Destroyed It. ̂ -aev’ll Help French Rebuild 

During air raids on Paris last June, German warplanes blasted this factory where the famed Citroen 
automobiles—the French “Fords”—were built. Now G erman military authorities will collaborate with French 
in rebuilding it, according to German-censored caption on photo. 

Wilmington Retail Sales 
Show 35 Per Cent Climb 

1939 FIGURES GIVEN 

Business During Year 
Amounts To $14,709,000, 

According To Census 

Wilmington’s retail sales during 
1939 amounted to approximately- 
$14,709,000, a gain of 35 per cent 
over the $10,85,000 for 1935, ac- 

cording to a report received yes- 
terday from the bureau of census, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
on retail trade in North Carolina 
for 1939. 

The report disclosed Wilmington 
had 554 retail stores, 501 active 
proprietors of incorporated busi- 
nesses, an average of 1,913 em- 

ployes with a payroll of about $1,- 
397,000. 

717 Stores 
The city and county, the report 

revealed, during 1939 had 717 
stores, with retail sales totaling 
about $15,970,000, 651 active pro- 

prietors of incorporated business- 
es, an average of 166 employes, 
and a payroll of about $96,000. 

Retail sales in North Carolina 
during 1939 totaled $633,240,000, an 

increase of 38 per cent over 1935. 

In Wilmington, the report shows, 
there are 59 grocery stores with- 
out fresh meats, who had sales of 
$529,000, 50 proprietors, yearly 
average of 52 employes, and an 

annual payroll of $29,000. 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 5) 

WPA OFFERS AID 
IN SOLDIERS’ HUT 

Offers To Join With City 
In Operation Of Recrea- 

tion Center Here 

The WPA wants to cooperate with 

the City of Wilmington in recrea- 

tion work for soldiers who will be 

stationed at the Wilmington Anti- 
Aircraft Firing Center, J. E. L. 

Wade, city commissioner of public 
works, has been informed by G. L. 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 5) 

Forty Killed And 100 
Hurt In Cuban Storm 

HAVANA, Dec. 26.—UP)—For- 
ty persons were reported killed 
and more than 100 injured when 
a whirlwind struck the nearby 
towr. of Bejucal tonight. 

The figures were tabulated 
from reports to Dr. Demetrio 
Despaigne, minister of health, 
while aid was being rushed to 
the beleaguered town in Havana 

province. 
More than 200 physicians and 

nurses were sent from here to 
the stricken town. 

At Rancho Boyeros, near Be- 

jucal, 31 persons were taken to 

hospitals, three so badly hurt 
that they died almost immedi- 

ately. 

JACKSON ENTERS 
M O-ASCAPROW 

Plans Criminal Proceedings 
Under Anti-Trust* Law 

Against Contestants 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 26.— UPl — 

Attorney General Jackson stepped 
into the fight over control of music 
for broadcasting today with an or- 

der to begin criminal proceedings 
under the Sherman anti-trust law 

against the major contestants. 
The Justice department an- 

nounced that Jackson had ordered 
Thurman Arnold, anti-trust chief, 
to file charges in federal district 
court in Milwaukee, Wis., immed- 

iately after the first of the year 
against the American Society of 

Composers, Authors and Publish- 

ers; Broadcast Music, Inc.; the Na- 
tional Broadcasting company and 

the Columbia Broadcasting sys- 

tem. 
ASCAP, which the department 

said controls a major portion of 

all modem popular music, and the 

big radio broadcasters have been 

at odds for months over the for- 

mer’s demands for a new con- 

tract. A five-year agreement ex- 

pires December 31 and because of 

(Continued on Page Four; Col. 7) 

GREEKS CONTINUE 
CHASING ITALIANS 

Troops Attack Fascist De- 
fenses Around Towns Of 

Tepeleni And Klisura 

By DANIEL DE LUCE 
SOMEWHERE ON THE SOUTH- 

ERN ALBANIAN FRONT, Dec. 25. 
—(Delayed)—UP)—A heavy snowfall 
deepened the drifts in the mountains 
this Christmas day and if the guns 
had only been quiet it would have 
been a pretty picture. 

But there was no quiet. The 
Greeks were not stopping even for 
Christmas. They were attacking the 
Italian defenses around Tepeleni and 
Klisura, scrubby little Albanian set- 

tlements ten miles apart and not 
much to think of until you remem- 

bered that an officer said that who- 
ever controls the mountains around 
them will control most of the south- 
ern front. 

The Greek lines run through hard 

terrain and the faces of supply of- 
ficers were gloomy as the snow came 

down, for this was making their 

problem just so much tougher. 
Within sight of the slowly advanc- 

ing troops lay coastal mountains 
where there was no danger of freez- 

ing to death and no snow. 

From an advance Greek position 
there seemed to be no sign of life 

in the scattered little houses of 

Tepeleni and the old stone fortress 

on a slope beside the Drinos river. 
The citizens fled more than two 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 4) 

10 MISSING "COAST 
GUARDSMEN SAVED 

Boat, Lost Since Wednes- 
day, Found By Cutter 

Shawnee; Two Hurt 

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 26.—(fP) 
The coast guard here reported to- 

day a boatload of coast guards- 
men, missing since morning in ter- 

rific seas, had been resoued. Two 

of them were said to be injured. 
The message was radioed to 

guard headquarters from the cut- 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 4) 

P. G. Wodehouse Is Writing New Book 
In German Civilian Internment Camp 

(Editor’s Note: Angus Thuer- 
mer of the Associated Press Ber- 
lin staff made a journey to a 

prison camp in Upper Silesia, 
eastern Germany, with special 
permission of the German au- 

thorities to interview P. G. 
Wodehouse, the British author 
who was taken prisoner when 
the German armies swept 
through northern France.) 

B$\ ANGUS THUERMER 
(Copyright, 1940, by The Associated 

Press) 
BERLIN, Dec. 26.—P. G. Wode- 

house, the imperturbable creator of 

the unexampled Jeeves, is cheer- 

fully writing a book about Ameri- 
can crooks these days in a room 

in a German civilian internment 
camp that once was the padded 
cell ol a madhouse. ___ 

The English author’s companions 
in confinement are truck drivers, 
coal heavers, Cambridge' graduates, 
artists, some of his majesty’s con- 

suls—an assortment of Britons 

picked up by the Nazis all the 

way from Brest Litovsk, in Po- 

land, to the English Channel and 

from Kirkenes, in Norway, to the 

Brenner Pass. 
Wodehouse was arrested in oc- 

cupied France, at his villa in Le 

Touquet, on the channel, during 
the German offensive last May. 

My visit to the Silesian camp 

where he and 1100 other British 

subjects are now held inside 

double barbed-wire fences was the 

result of long argument with Ger- 

man officialdom, which finally 
gave its permission. 

I found him concerned with hisi 

new novel. He told me he was 

r 

thinking of calling it "Money for 
Jam,” and when I confessed that 
the phrase didn’t mean anything 
to a middle western American he 

I exclaimed: 
“That’s what I was afraid of. 

What it means is money for noth- 
ing, or easy pickings.” 

The camp commander, a little 
Saxon colonel, had ordered the 
novelist brought to his office for 
the interview. 

Wodehouse came in smiling; 
pulled a battered old cap from his 

head, stretched out a hand and 
said: 

“Well, my, my. It’s certainly 
grand of you to come down to see 

me.” 
He was wearing a long, heavy 

tan bathrobe held together with a 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 6J. 

Great Britain 
Doubles Guard 
Along Channel 
Men Patrol Beaches 
Against Possibility Of At- 

tempted Nazi Invasion 

DOVER STRAIT CALM 

Absence Of British Air 
Activity Gives Germans 

Chance To Gather Men 

LONDON, Dec. 26.—(31—Britain 
doubled the number of her guards 
along the misty channel coast to- 
day and men patrolled every 
beach against the possibility of a 

German attempt at invasion. 
Fears that the two-day Christ- 

mas holiday from death had been 
used by the Nazis to cloak prep- 
arations for such a spring across 

the channel were expressed by un- 

official but well-informed quarters. 
Traffic Halted 

Military circles said that there 
was “no change’’ in the situation 
along the coast; nevertheless 
troops carrying machine-guns kept 
a ceaseless surveillance, coastal 
traffic was halted by barricades, 
drivers and passengers were 

searched and uniformed soldiers 
and sailors were required to pre- 
sent identification cards. The 
Strait of Dover was calm. 

One informant said that the ab- 
sence of British aerial activity 
over the continental invasion ports 
had given the German staff 48 
hours to assemble the troops, ma- 
terial and planes for a great thrust 
if one was indeed in prospect. 

For Britain the day was one of 
an uneasy peace. Bombs—the first 
since early Monday morning—fell 
but once during the day, on the 
isle of Sheppey in the Thames 
estuary. Thus on unofficial Christ- 
mas truce was ended. The govern- 

(Continued on Page Four; Col. 6) 

DR. H.H. WILLIAMS 
CLAIMED BY DEATH 

Was Member Of Faculty Of 
University Of North Caro- 

lina For 50 Years 

CHAPEL HILL, Dec. 26.—(#)— 
Dr. Henry Horace Williams, mem- 
ber of the faculty of the Universi- 
ty of North Carolina for 50 years 
and greatly beloved by generations 
of Carolina students, died at his 
home here early this morning. He 
was 82 years old and was, in point 
of service, the oldest member of 
the faculty; 

Dr. Williams had been in fail- 
ing health for two years and had 
been confined to his room for the 
last several months. In recent 
years he had suffered three dif- 
ferent attacks of pneumonia, and 
was given little chance for recovery 
when the last attack came a year 
ago. 

He retired from regular class- 
room duties two years ago, when 
the university trustees named him 
Kenan professor emeritus, but con- 
tinued to conduct seminars for a 
few students until last summer. 

Funeral services will be held at 
3:30 o’clock Friday from the Meth- 
odist church, and burial will be in 
the Chapel Hill cemetery. 

Dr. Williams' wife, the former 
Bertha Colton, to whom he was 
married in 1891, died in 1922. Sur- 

(Continued on Page Three; CoL 2) 

War 
. 

Interpretive 
BY KIRKE L. SIMPSON 

Germany is reported building up 
a huge army in Rumania, yet in 
view of all the circumstances this 
move may be a purely defensive 
measure, designed to facilitate an 

all-out Nazi attack on England. 
That Herr Hitler is ready to en- 

gage now in two-front war if he 
can avoid it is open to serious 
doubt. 

Whatever the purpose, the troop 
movements eastward emphasize 
the fact that Germany’s Balkan 

(Continued on Page Three; Col, 3) 

17 


