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CONTRACTORS 
SET TO CLEAR 
70-ACRE SITE 

1 

Italians Claim Seven 
British Vessels Sunk 
By Planes and U-Boat 

ROME, Feb. 2. — Powerful 
Nazi air raids on the British- 
captured coast of North Africa 
were reported today in an Ital- 
ian communique which said sev- 

en British ships, totaling more 
than 25,000 tons, had been sunk 
by German warplanes and an 
Italian submarine. 

German air squadrons, the 
high command said, bombed the 
port and defenses of Salum, 
Egypt, and Bardia, Libya, “with 
evidently effective results” and 
“carried out intensive offensive 
action against enemy merchant 
ships along coasts of the Egyp- 
tian desert.” 

Besides three ships of ‘‘me- 
dium tonnage” sunk and three 
others damaged in the offshore 
forays, it reported, one 10,000- 
ton ship was sent to the bottom 
of Bardia bay. 

One Italian submarine, operat- 
ing in the Atlantic, was credited 
with sinking three ships totaling 
15,000 tons from an escorted con- 

voy of four vessels. 

WENDELL WILLKIE 
VISITS COVENTRY 

British Officials Show Vis- 
iting American Results 

Of Great Nazi Raid 

BIRMINGHAM, England, Feb. 2. 
—Iff)— Leaving nothing to the 

imagination, British officials 
showed Wendell L. Willkie in grim 
detail today the bomb horror of 

Coventry and Birmingham. 
The touring American was given 

the first official details and dam- 

age list made available to an un- 

official person here. 

Willkie was greeted by enthusi- 
astic crowds everywhere. 

He told the lord mayor of Coven- 
try that “any totalitarian attack 
either in America or Britain will 
fail against the common brother- 
hood of these countries.” 

Looking at the spire of Coventry 
cathedral rising out of the ruins of 
the rest of that famous structure, 
he sadly shook his head and de- 

clared the spire stands “symbloie 
of the spirit here. 

Stopping to gaze up at some win- 
dows remaining intact in bombec 
homes—some of which showed tiny 
American flags—Willkie said grim 
ly “your sacrifice is worthwhile, 
because of the confidence it gave 
our people in you.” 

Coventry presented a weird 
sight. The people have deserted 
their wrecked homes, but their pet 
animals have stayed on. At nearly 
every bombed home there is a cat 

patiently sitting in the ruins, for- 

aging for itself and awaiting the 
return of its masters. 

As Willkie walked through Cov- 
entry’s streets, an aged woman 

ran out of her ruined home wav- 

ing a soiled American flag. 
He visited factories now opera- 

ting, talked with many workmen, 
and declared that their spirit was 

“superb.” Despite the evidences of 
damage all about, Willkie saw on- 

ly smiles, heard no complaints. 
After his tour of Birmingham, 

Willkie ended his strenuous tour 
by going to the home of Lord Der- 

by, near Liverpool, to spend the 
night. 4 

TO LAY OFF LOCATION 

Loftis Co. to Start Building 
Temporary Structures 

This Afternoon 

TO PUSH OPERATIONS 

Fairly Large Force Is Ex- 
pected on $5,000,000 

Job by Wednesday 
Work of building shipyards here 

for the North Carolina Shipbuilding 
company will be started this morn- 

ing, with the first operations in- 
volving the clearing and laying oft 
of the site at the southern end of 
the city. 

V. P. Loftis, head of the Loftis 
Construction company which is as- 

sorsiated with U. A. Underwood and 
Dallas Orrell of Wilmington in the 
construition of the shipyards, said 
in Charlotte last night the company 
will start building temporary struo. 
tures on the site this afternoon. 

Small Starting Force 

He said that the working force 
will be small to begin with but that 
by Wednesday they should have a 

fairly large force of workers on the 
job. 

J. E. Dennis, representative of 
the Loftis firm, will be in cha ee 

of the preliminary contract work. 

Underwood, who had previously 
announced the starting of work to 

day, was out of the city last nit lit 
and could not be reached for a 

statement as to the number of men 
to be employed. 

Loltis stated that considerable 
work of clearing the site and sur- 

veying over the 70-acre tract will be 
necessarv at first. 

To Cost *5,000,000 
The contract for $900,000 was let 

to the associated contractors in 
Newport News last Friday. This 
preliminary work includes dredging 
and the construction of shipways, 
sheds and shops. Contracts for other 
work will be awarded later. It hue 
been estimated that the entire ship- 
yards project will cost $5,000,000. 

The North Carolina Shipbuilding 
company has announced that, it» 
expects completion of the dredging 
and the erection of the six ways 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 7) 

PEACE RESTORED 
AT JOHANNESBURG 

Fierce Rioting Between Sol- 
diers and Civilians Halt- 

ed by Authorities 

JOHANNESBURG, Union of 
South Africa, Feb. 2.—Fierce riot- 
ing between soldiers and civilians 
suspected of anti-British sympa- 
thies broke out in this capital of 
Transvaal province Friday and 
peace was not fully restored until 
this morning. 

The wildest scenes occurred last 
night and today when thousands of 
police and street fighters were in- 
volved. Police resorted to tear gas 
bombs and baton charges to break 
up the fighting in the heart of the 

city and about 140 persons, mostly 
soldiers, were sent to hospitals. 

Johannesburg, an important 
mining center, is quiet now and 
the flare-up, apparently only an 

emotional outburst, was said not 
to have spread beyond this city. 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 3) 
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ish Seize A Continue Campaign 
Capture Many 
Italians And 
far Supplies 
English Say They Are Mov- 

ing Forward on All Fronts 

]n Eastern Africa 

plaitcTbomb city 

Garrison Moving Toward 
Keren, Advance British 

Units in Pursuit 

riTRO. K.Feb 2.—'S’) The 

orjat, important vail 

,, i: : with'’ many hun- 

pj.irisoners, guns 
material, was an- 

the British who 

moving forward on 

in the east African cam- 

-i-n pgainst Italy's empire. 
"•pe .; attack on Agordat. 

raiiwav runs a crooked 
deep cullies and 

ed hills to Massaua, the 

lian port on the Red 

7, was earned out yesterday by 
d Indian troops after a 

e c by British planes. 
Harrison Withdraws 

attle lasted two days 
ians fought stubbornly, 

British said, but by dusk yester- 
;,v a J0(i part of the garrison 

and was moving to 

.; Ktp n. be ut -10 miles to the 
Ivance units of the 

ititisa in pursuit. 
these operations were in 

British 2.000 miles 
r :7 i.-. : e northwest were still 

re their forces west of 
i-rna : r the siege of Bengasi, in 

Vi.ni. Africa. Things were 

“sm thly,” a communi- 
uc said. 
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Eritrea in the central 
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ii-t-d by the British save 
lb. area where “opera- 

Wis set developing well.” 
in Cairo emphasized 

r progress from Agordat 
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SEES 
W HERE 

rari''ion Has It That Com- 
munity Will Have 6 More 

Wreeks of Winter 
shone brightly yester- 

art of the time, and 
ate for the Ground- 
~h dow—and to the 
l a 's enough of a 

:arn:ny. 
"ii says that if the 
" his shadow on 

‘-lUiary 'Groundhog Day on the 
en it’s a sign that 

six more weeks oi 
inter. 

;r' event it is cloudy all 

y? 1 t spring is at hand. 
'io’iadhog poked his head 

>' al 8 a. m., blinked 
0 sun and went back 
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Na»(3j^lppl Serious Mood 
----- 

(NEA Radiophoto) 
Nazi party leaders are in a serious mood in this striking new photo of Chancellor Hitler and three of 

iiis highest aides. They’re pictured in Berlin’s Sports Palace during celebration of the eighth anniversary 
of Hitler’s rise to power. Left to right: Adolf Hitler, Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels, Nazi party 
Chief Rudolf Hess, and Nazi District Leader Gortlitzer. 

Lease-Lend Bill Approval 
Expected In House Soon 

-— ___ 

DEBATE IS SCHEDULED 

Determined Fight Over the 
British Aid Measure Is 

Expected in Senate 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 2.— Of)- 
Administration strategists said to- 

day they hoped to obtain house 

approval of the aid-to-Britain bill 
by next week-end without major 
amendment and then grant any 
necessary concessions to assure 

senate passage by a substantial 
majority. 

The house leadership scheduled 
three days of general debate on 

;he measure, beginning tomorrow, 
and supporters were confident it 

would sail through the chamber 
with votes to spare. 

ngnt Jixpecieci 
A determined fight was in the 

making, however, in the senate. 
Its foreign relations committee ar- 

ranged another week of hearings. 
Opposition witnesses, including 
Norman Thomas, Colonel Charles 
A. Lindbergh and Philip La Fol- 

lette, the former Wisconsin gover- 
nor, were on the list. 

One highly-placed administration 
leader declared that President 
Roosevelt was willing to “do any- 
thing within reason” to win a size- 
able majority of both houses for 
the bill, which would permit the 
chief executive to lend, lease or 

transfer American made military 
equipment to Britain or other na- 

tions whose defense he thought 
was vital to defense of the United 
States. 

This senator declared that ad- 

ministration strategy involved an 

effort to win house passage with- 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 4) 

Turks Disturbed Over 
Massed German Troops 
ISTANBUL, Turkey, Feb. 2. 

—(/P)—Turkish newspapers ex- 

pressed concern today over the 
possibility that German troop*, 
now concentrated in Hungary 
and Rumania, were on the verge 
of an offensive in the Balkans. 

One newspaper urged “uni- 
fication of American and Turk- 
ish aims and desires.” 

The newspaper Catan, com- 

menting on the visit to Ankara 
of Col. William ,1. Donovan, of- 
ficial United States observer, 
said “there are two duties for 
all peoples who believe in last- 
ing peace and democracy: one to 
stand together against repetition 
of aggresion; two, to organize a 
new world based on principles of 
humanity and formed without 
an element of revenge. 

WARD CASE TRIAL 
WILL OPEN TODAY 

Four Persons Charged With 
Conspiracy to Defraud 

Insurance Company 
WHITEVILLE, Feb. 2.—The sen- 

sational $43,000 Ward faked drown- 
ing insurance case, in which four 
persons are charged with conspir- 
acy to defraud and obtain money 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 1) 

WEATHER 
FORECAST 

North Carolina: Mostly cloudy and 
slightly colder with occasional drizzle 
or light rain Monday; Tuesday partly 
cloudy and colder. 

(By TT. 8. Weather Bureau) 
(Meteorological data for the 24 hours 

ending 7:30 p. m. yesterday.) 
Temperature 

1:30 a. m. 39; 7:30 a. m. 40: 1*0 p. m. 

58; 7:30 p. m. 52; maximum 58; mini- 
mum 36; mean 47; normal 47. 

Humidity 
1:30 a. m. So: 7:30 a. m. 90; 1:30 p. m. 

40; 7:30 p. m. 58. 
Precipitation 

Total for 24 hours ending 7:30 p. m. 

0.00 inches. Total since first of the 
month 0.00 inches. 

Tides For Today 
(From Tide Tables published by U. S. 

Coast and Geodetic Survey.) 
High Low 

Wilmington- f *£ 10:00a 

Masonboro Inlet- ----a 
12 :20p 6:42p 

Sunrise 7:08a; sunset 5:44p; moonrise 
11:07a ; moonset-p. 

Cape Fear river stage at Fayette- 
ville, 11.8 feet. 

(Continue^ on Page Three; Col. 3) 

Mustrial Construction 
i kes Big Gains In Dixie 

P. A ■. •. 
--- 

loosin'! , 
peb. 2.—Ml— 

•„ defense projects and 
programs, industrial 
made substantial 

outhern states in 
-Manufacturers Rec- aaid today. 

5s 5-!ot'd of industrial contracts 
.an fao figure higher 
revious al‘■' mor>th during the 

achediS except the Pfcak 
lid, citin No.vember,” the record 
®n rpiwf taPulations prepared 
tuctinn ViS i-’uiolisheci in the Con. 
•■Gj® Da‘l.v Bulletin. 
%arr;. 

'r unil‘ons plants, huge 
i<:Pr.-.r> power company and 

ograms, as well as in* 
-aceful puerations oI a more 1 Charac‘er ,.vere air 

numbered among projects either 
newly initiated, active or contract- 
ed for during the month.” 

The total of all construction con- 

tracts for ihe southern states in 

January was $14,717,000, the Rec- 
ord said. This was above the fig- 
ure for January, 1&40, but below 
December’s peak. The total includ- 
ed industrial contracts, public 
building and housing, private 
building, government engineering 
projects, highways and bridges. 

Topping the list of industrial con- 

tracts were the $52,000,000 smoke- 
less powder plant and $20,000,000 
bag loading plant proposed at Chil- 
dersburg, Ala.; the $11,132,000 an- 
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HALIFAX INTENDS 
TO SPEAK SOON 

Address May Rank as One 
Of Important Declara- 

tions of British Policy 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 2.—W—'Vis- 

count Halifax, the British ambas- 
sador. has arranged to make his 
first public speech in the United 
States this month and it may rank 
as one of the important declara- 
tions of British policy on the war 

and ultimate peace. 
The speech is set tentatively for 

about February 20 before the Pil- 

grims society in New York, the 
American branch of the organiza- 
tion before which Lord Halifax 
made his farewell address in Eng- 
land with Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill. 

Sources close to the ambassador 
indicated that in the forthcoming 
speech he may deal with Britain’s 
war and peace aims in greater 
detail than has any other British 
official. 

Since his arrival, Lord Halifax 
has declared that Britain’s first 
war aim was to win the war and 

the first peace aim was to recon- 

struct the world, with the help of 
other nations, so as to avoid an- 

other war. 
This is about as far as any Brit- 

ish official has £onc since the war 

began in defining Britain’s war 

and peace aims. 
JJUL J-iVJl v_i liauiuA, v w- 

public demands in both the United 
States and Great Britain for a 

more comprehensive statement of 
the British government's views on 

post-war adjustments in event of a 

British victory, has intimated that 
he would give this soon in a public 
speech. 

Senators Wheeler (D-Mont. and 

Nye ( R-ND) have introduced a 

resolution in the senate calling for 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 8) 

Greeks Seize 
Big Mountain 
Range, Guns 
Many Fascist Prisoners Are 

Seized in heroic’ Action 
North of Klisura 

FIGHTING IN RAIN 

Italians Seek to Fortify New 
Positions to Which They 

Have Withdrawn 

ATHENS, Feb. 2.—UP)—Greek 
soldiers fighting what their official 

spokesman called a “really he- 

roic” action captured a large and 

important mountain range about 10 

miles long north of Klisura today, 
it was reported tonight. 

The spokesman said that 270 pri- 
soners, belonging mostly to units 
which arrived in Albania last 
month, were seized along with 
large quantities of machine guns, 
automatic rifles and other materi- 
als not yet counted. 

Fighting In Rain 
The Greek high command ear- 

lier told of fighting which persist- 
ed on a small scale despite heavy 
rain and mist. Other sources said 
that the weather made large 
operation impossible but an artil- 
lery duel on the coast was report- 
ed. 

“The Italians,” the spokesman 
said, “having been convinced that 
counter-attacks are ineffective and 
are costing heavy losses, re- 

nounced any further attempts. 
“In fact, during the last week 

they had launched 12 counter-at- 
tacks in order to recapture some 

heights but all failed.” 
The spokesman added that the 

Italian planes did not display any 
important activity during the day 
and the Fascist troops concen- 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 6) 

SALMON LEVINSON 
CLAIMED BY DEATH 

Peace Advocate, Interna- 
tionally Known, Succumbs 

In Chicago Hospital 
CHICAGO, Feb. 2.—(A>)— Salmon 

C. Levinson, 75, internationally 
known peace advocate who helped 
draft the Kellogg-Briand pact to 

outlaw war, died in Michael Reese 

hospital today. 
Death came unexpectedly to the 

famous international lawyer, who 

also was author of the Levinson 
plan for readjustment of World 
war debts and reparations, al- 

though he had been in ill health 
for about 18 months. Acute com- 

plications resulting from high 
blood pressure was given as t h e 

immediate cause of death. 
Levinson’s peace work took him 

to Europe in 1927 where he aided 
in drafting the Kellogg-Briand 
pact. He later rallied support for 
the treaty in the United States and 
was a White House guest when the 
agreement was ratified. 

Levinson originally supported 
the league of nations, but later op- 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 1) 

Numerous British Planes 
Raid Nazi Invasion Coast 

LONDON, Feb. 2,-r-Ui—More 
than 100 Spitfire and Hurricane 
fighters and a large number of 
bombers crossed the English Chan- 
nel today in a new daylight aerial 
offensive against the coast from 
which the Nazis are expected to 

try to invade Britain in the spring. 
To one observer on the coast the 

sky seemed to be “full of planes” 
and the bombers, protected by 
clouds of fighting planes, soared 
over the channel in brilliant sun- 

shine, carrying high explosives to 
smash the German preparations. 

Three German fighting planes, 
encountered by the British, were 

shot down, while one British plane 
failed to return home, an air min- 
istry communique said. 

The air ministry news service, 
amplfying the communique, said 
one small force of bombers under 

heavy escort, attacked the Bou- 

logne waterfront, bombing barges 
moored at the quayside, while the 

fighter planes kept the sky clear. 
Some German fighters saw them 

and sheered away from the battle, 
the news service said. 

The attack was made in the face 
of heavy anti-aircraft Tre. 

One of the German planes de- 
stroyed was shot down by a 28- 

year old American-born flight lieu- 

tenant, the news service said, with- 
out naming him. 

England was free of night raid- 

(Continued on Page Threfc; Col. 2) 

Native's Return 

That beaming smile says for John 
Maroukian what he can’t put into 
English: “It’s swell to be back in 
America.” Born in Boston, 13 years 
ago, John was taken to France as 
an infant, speaks no English. He’s 
pictured above as he recently ar- 
rived in New York by boat from 
Lisbon. His mother is still in France 
his step-father in a concentration 
camp. 

GERMANS DESTROY 
BRITISH BOMBERS 

Planes Also Score Hits on 

Hangars at Mildenhall, 
England, Airport 

BERLIN, Feb. 3—(Monday)—OB 
—Germans bombers destroyed two 
grounded British bombers and 
scored hits on hangars at the Mil- 
denhall, England, airport in t h e 
course of reconnaissance flights 
yesterday, informed sources said 
early today. 

The raiders also scored numer- 
ous hits on a factory and ware- 
houses in a southeast England 
town, it was reported. 

Trackage at the town’s railway 
station was reported “heavily 
damaged.” 

Two merchantman—4,000 and 3,- 
000 tons each—were attacked from 
the air and set afire, the Germans 
claimed. The Germans did not dis- 
close the location of this attack. 

Earlier the high command re- 

ported air attacks on objectives 
hundreds of miles apart—English 
(Continued on Page Two; Col. 1) 

PROBE OF WRECK 
FATALITY SLATED 

Inquest Into Death of Rufus 
Messer Will Be Held in 

Whiteville Tuesday 
WHITEVILLE, Feb. 2— An in- 

quest into the death of Rufus Mes- 
ser, about 30, of Spartanburg, S. 

C., who was killed instantly in a 

head-on collision at Bolton Satur- 

day morning, will be held in the 
courthouse here Tuesday night at 
8 o’clock. 

Three other persons who were 

seriously injured in the accident 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 5) 

War 
_ 

Interpretive 
BY EDWARD E. BOMAR 

A reminder is in order that with 

diverse aims, British, American 
spokesmen are all en- 

now, with the issife of 

■^^■can aid before congress, in 

f^mg the longest face possible on 

Britain’s need for immediate aid. 
Mass moods tend to move in 

waves and just now the mood of 
pessimism may have slipped too 
deeply into a trough. It is obvious- 
ly possible to over-estimate Nazi 
might just as it was underrated in 
the comparable winter lull of a 

year ago. 
German Air Might 

A case in point is the matter of 
relative German air might, which 
has been brought to the fore- 
ground. Hgh official sources in 
Washington volunteer the estimate 
that the Nazis have 36,000 combat 
craft to hurl at England, and that 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 2) 

Appropriations, Finance 

Groups Finish Work Soon 
RALEIGH, Feb. 2.— UP) —The 

week may determine whether the 

1941 general assemb'y leaves Ra- 

leigh while winter weather is still 

here or hangs around to see the 

buds pop out on the Capitol Square 
trees. 

For the two big joint committees, 
appropriations and finance, are 

scheduled to complete their work 

before the week ends, thereby giv- 
ing the signal for the real work on 

the floors of the house and senate. 
Before the session began, legisla- 

tors predicted freely that the ses- 

sion would be harmonious and there- 
fore short. So far during its 22 

legislative days, it has been har- 
monious—as witness the passage, 

without dissent, of the hill creating 
a 12th congressional district in 
Western North Carolina. 

However, in the future arei still 
some potentially iontroversial sub- 
jects — the 12th grade versus the 
ninth month for schools; proposed 
teacher pay raises; a wage-hour re- 

port from a special commissio ; a 
bill to provide a state-wide ref ren- 

dum on prohibition; and reappor- 
tionment of the house and senat; ao 

cording to the 1940 census. 
The legislature has already re- 

ceived bills to provide the ninth 
month and the 12th year and to 

raise teacher pay; the wage-hoar 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. I) 
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