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*Star-_News Prog_ram

Conasolidated City-Oounty Government
under Council-Manager Adminisiration.

Publioc Port Terminnls.

Perfected Truck and Berry Preserving
and Markeiing Facilities.

Arena for Bports and Industrial Shows.

8easide Highway from  WNrightsville

* Beoch to Bald Head Island.

Eztension of City Limits.

35-Foot Uape Fear River channel, wid-
er Turning Basin, with ship lanes into
industrial sites along Eastern bank south
of Wilmington.

Paved River Road to Southport, via
Orton Plantation.

Development of Pulp Wood Production
through sustained-yield methods through-
out Southeastern North Carolina.

Unified Industrial and Resort Promo
tional Agency, supported by one county
wide tax.

8hipyards and Drydocks.

Negro Healih Center for Boutheastern
North Carolina, developed around the
Community Hospital.

Adeguate hospital

Junior High School,

Tobacco Warehouse for Ezport Buyers.

Developmeni o] native grape growing
throughout Boutheastern North Caroling.

-{lities for whites.

Modern Tuberculosis Sanatorium.

TOP 0’ THE MORNING

Hast thouw e lamp, a little lamp,

Put in that hand of thine?

And did He say, who gave it thee,

The world hath need this light should be
Now, therefore, let it shine?

Thow shalt not want for light enough,
When earthly moons grow dim;
The dawn is but begun for thee,
When thou shalt hand, so tremblingly,
Thy empty lamp to Him.

—SARAH PRATT McLEAN GREEN

Anxiety In Far East

To the ominous rumblings of approaching
erisis in Europe the Far East is adding an
sccompaniment so menacing that it seems
the war is about to burst forth in renewed
violence as Germany, Italy and Japan strike
together to smash the British Empire for
ence and for all.

Recently the Australian cabinet was in
urgent session following the startling state-
ment issued by acting Prime Minister J. W.
Fadden and John Curtin, leader of the labor
opposition, fhat the war has “moved into a
new stage involving the utmost gravity.”” With-
out explanatory details, they proclaimed that
the nation must neither “delay nor doubt”
in making the greatest possible effort to be
ready.

This call to action came against a back-
ground of rising tension. There were reports
of Japanese demands for concessions in the
Dutch East Indies. Japanese warships are
reported in numbers in the China sea off
Saigon, and it is known that the British have
strengthened their air force along the Malayan
border.

Meanwhile our own government has again
called on Americans in the Orient to leave,
the wives and children of army officers in
the Philippines have been ordered home, and
the Philippine government has called 100,000
men into service, At Washingfon the Presi-
dent has asked for new funds for naval bases
in the Pacific, including Guam and Samoa.

All this adds up to a threatening picture
and the existence of the Three-Power pact
does not mitigate it. Yet the State depart-
ment is not taking undue alarm, and it may
be that when it comes to taking steps that
cannot be retraced Japan will hesitate rather
than actually attack either the Dutch or the
British. 1

The World War changed everything but
our way of thinking. —Chester C. Davis, farm
member, NDAG

Bettered By Revamping

As revamped by the senate foreign affairs

committee, the lease-lend bill, as the debate
on it started yesterday, is a much more ac-
ceptable measgure than it was originally or
in the form approved by the house. To some
extent, at least, the control congress would
retain over operationg under the bill's pro-
visions has been increased.
The Brynes amendment, despite the charge
that it is mere ‘‘window dressing,” does seem
to set up an additional check on the powers
that would be delegated to the executive by
the bill. Its announced purpose is to require
the President to obtain both an authorization
and an appropriation from congress before
he enters into any contracts for defense arti-
cles that would be turned over to other coun-
tries.

In its first version the bill gave the Presi-
dent this authority and the only control con-
gress retained was the power to appropriate.
Under the Byrnes amendment each request
will be dealt with separately and will, in ef-
fect, go through the mill twice. There is
some virtue in this procedure or it would
not have been followed by congress for more
than 100 years.

The senate committee seems to have

strengthened the house amendment providing
that powers granted can be terminated by
joint resolution even before the expiration
date. The authority given the President is
made contingent on the absence of such a
resolution. Actually the chance of a resolu-
tion getting through both houses, in the ab-
sence of a flagrant abuse of executive power,
is as good as non-existent.
But the committee fatled to list the coun-
tries that are to receive American help. The
question of how far to go in the matter of
aiding nations resisting aggression is still to
be determined.

It Taxes Credulity

Considering the recurrent surpluses which
have bedeviled our agricultural economy for
years without number, it is hard to credit
the statement of Prof. W. I. Myers of Cornell
that there.will be ‘‘an international scramble
for food after the war ends.”

“If the United States,”’ says Professor My-
ers, “were called upon to feed Europe as in
the first World war it would be necessary
to decrease our own food consumption or in-
crease production, or both.”

While it is doubtless true that millions of
people in Europe and the Orient are today
badly fed or even close to starvation, it is
alsg true that it is the war itself which has
had a tremendous adverse effect on agri-
cultural production. Vast numbers of men
have been taken from the fields to go into
armies or into plants making munitions, In
many lands what used to be farms are now
occupied by troops.

But when the conflict is over, the presump-
ion is that agricultural activities will quick-
ly reach normal proportions again. In that
event, will we not encounter once more a
situation where supply is likely to exceed
demand? Certainly in view of improved meth-
ods of farming, better machinery, fertilizers,
etc., it takes a vivid imagination to visualize
‘a scramble for food,” for any long period
al least.

But if the scramble does come, there are
few in the United States who will not wel-
come the end of a policy of plowing under
each third row and the arrival of an era
when decent prices will prevail for crops.
Especially will this latter situation be welcome
to New Hanover county farmers.

Democracy‘ Functions

Some people have their eyes so firmly fixed
on some doom they see far on ahead waiting
for democracy, that they overlook the fact
it’s functioning right here and now.

When the draft act was passed last year, it
was thoroughly debated for months, Every
argument for it and against it was given full
play time and again. Then, after the most
complete kind of discussion, public and pri-
vate, official and unofficial, the duly elected
representatives of the people passed it by a
broad margin,

If the passage of that act, revolutionary de-
parfure as it was from traditional American
principles, did not represent the will of the
American people, in what possible way could
that will have been better expressed?
Similarly, the lend-lease bill, Since the draft
act of last year, there has been a congres-
sional election. A good share of the senators
and representatives now on the floor have
been to their constituencies for acceptance
or rejection. New members were elected by
people who had one eye on European develop-
ments and the ways in which they might af-
fect the United States. Now comes the lend-
lease bill.

No one can say both sides of this proposed
legislation have not had every conceivable
opportunity to present their cases. A continual
parade of witnesses, for and against, quali-
fied and unqualified, expert and inexpert, sta-
tistical and emotional, has passed through
the committee rooms of both house and sen-
ate. Every conceivable scrap of information,
every imaginable point of view, have been
spread publicly before the legislators and the
country.

The President, apparently feeling the criti-
cism that followed last year's destroyer trans-
fer, for which he did not go to congress for
authority, appears to have made an especial
point of keeping out of thls pending legisla-
tion. Amendments have been proposed, ar-
jgued, and some have been accepted. The

people, through letters to congress and the

newspapers, have had their direct say, aside
from the official debate.

Soon the lend-lease bill will pass, or it will
not pass. Whichever is the result, it is hard
indeed to see how democratic process could
have had more deference, how any possibie
means has been overlocked to make certain
that the decision is the deliberate decision of
the majority of the American people.

So, while we moan gently to ourselves about
the fate of democracy in the future, let's
not overlook this pretty convincing demon-
stration of its vitality that is going on every
day before our too often unseeing eyes.

Fewer Farms

In the terrific 10 years just passed, the
whole number of farms in the United States
declined 3.1 per cent, from 6,288,648 to 6,096,
789. At the same time the average holding
increased from 138 acres in 1910 to 174 acres
today.

That is partly due to the fact that the dust
bowl which we have been industriously creat-
ing in the southwest for many years has at
last begun to take its toll of blasted hopes
and ruined homesteads.

All this means fewer of the kind of men
who are solid proprietors standing with their
feet on their own land. Such men are the
backbone of any country. To make it worse,
experts now believe that with high-powered
production methods, half as many farmers
as labor today could produce all the food the
country needs.

People living on the land have a value to
the country far beyond the mere food they
produce. They have a stability, a solidness,
shown by no other kind of people. Thus every
effort to devise new ways of living on the
soil, or farm life not merely as a business
but as a way of living, is a contribution to
national stability, and deserves encourage-
ment.

A.E.F. Comes Home

The last of the 2,000,000 soldiers who went
from the United States to France during the
World War are only now, more than 20 years
later, straggling home.

Many American soldiers stayed behind when
the A. E. F. came home. They married
French girls, and settled in Paris or in the
little towns and villages they had come to
know. At a rate of 100 a week the Red Cross
is now moving them and their families to
Lisbon on their way to the country most of
them have not seen in 20 years, and which
their wives and children have never seen.

It is a tragic end to 20 years of effort to
build a life in another land to which they
had become attached. But of course the Ger-
man conquest which wiped out so many
Frenchmen has wiped out these Americans,
too. Thus a thin trickle of good French blood
is being added to our national life, and wel-
come it is, just as these veterans of the A.
E. F. are welcome, though their homecoming
has been so long delayed.

* Editorial Comment

REPUBLICAN SCHISM
Durham Herald

It wasn't more than a few months ago that
we were wiinesses of what apparently was a
schism of good size in the Democratic party
while the Republican party members stood
solidly together. That was a few months ago.
Now the situation seems the reverse. It’s
the Republican party which has the schism.
The schism is quite simple and clearly de-
fined. On the one side are the progressive
members of the party who want to shake it
out of what they call its lethargy and wake it
up to a more realistic attitude toward foreign
and domestic affairs. On the other side are
the more conservative members who believe
that isolation is still possible, and whose atti-
tude toward domestic affairs is characterized
by distinct conservatism. They can’t get an-
other.

The hope of the party for the future is its
younger and more progressive element, that
element which is in tune with times, which
does not hold to a policy simply because it
might have been proved the best policy at a
given time in the past, which believes that
men should look at a problem in its relation
to current conditions, which has a great rev-
erence for the past and the teachings of his-
tory but which can choose from the past what
is good for the present and toss aside the
other. This element is the hope of the Re-
publican party, and Wendell Willkie is ils
leader.

Willkie spoke wisely when he said that the
party will never regain national power if it
clings to outmoded theories and practices.

Old line Republicans may point to the last
Presidential campaign as proof that the people
are turning in ever increasing numbers to
the Republican banner. They may point out
that had it not been for the international
crisis Republican administration would be in
power today.

But they might not be entirely right. Those
22,000,000 people who cast their votes for the
Republican candidates may not have been
voting their desire for a Republican adminis-
tration. Some of them were voting their de-
sire not to break the third term tradition.
Others were voting purely for Willkie, Per-
haps they would have enjoyed voting for Wilk
kie more had he been anything but a Repub-
lican.

Republicans would do well to heed the warn-
ings of those who have spoken against the
party's conservatism and who would spruce
it up a bit. i

* Quotations

Paying a man $5 a day for expenses makes
staying wy from home ttractive, and matri-
mony suffers. —Gov. Chas Clark, Idaho, on an
economy program.

* * *®
You could take nearly 4.000.000'pe_ople off
the farms today and you wouldn’t interfere
with production. —R. M. Evans, AAA admin-

istrator.

™

‘GEE, THAT’S A PLEASANT SOUND’

The Editor’s
Letter Box

The editor does not necessarily
endorse any article appearing in
this department, They represent the
views of the individual readers. Cor-
respondents are warned that all
communications must contain the
correct name and address for our
records, though the latter may be
signed as the writer sees fit. The
Star-News reserves the right to alter
any tfext that for any reason is ob-
jectionable. Letters on controversia)
subjects will not be published.

HOLLY RIDGE TRAFFIC
To The Star:—

Driving to Holly Ridge at 6 p.
m. or driving from Holly Ridge
to Wilmington at 6 a. m, is a very
tiresome job because one has the
light constantly glaring in his eyes
the entire distance. Occasionally
one has to almost stop or get in
the ditch to let some speedster
pass.

Three or four times the writer
had to almost stop and once was
forced to get on the shoulder of
the highway in order to avoid an
accident. Many of the drivers cut
in and out of traffic, thereby mak-
ing it unsafe for traffic going in
the opposite direction. The eye
strain is terrific because so many
of the drivers do not dim their
car headlights.

Because of the practice of some
drivers cutting in and out of traf-
fic and of the closeness of the
cars in line of traffic, the writer
fears that an accident will hap-
pen at any time which will en-
volve three or more cars. It is my
belief that some of the drivers do
not allow themselves enough time
to get to their work: therefore,
they take chances on fast and reck-
less driving in order to get to
work on time. This practice con-
stitutes a nuisance for which there
is no excuse. “Rushing work in a
manner that it cannot be properly
done and delaying it until it ‘rush-
es’ the worker.”

M. H. PERKINS.
620 Queen Street,
Wilmington, N. C.

LEONARD APPEALS
FORN. C. ECONOMY

Secretary of Fair Tax Asso-
ciation Addresses Ramseur
Business Men

RAMSEUR, Feb. 17. — (P) — Paul
Leonard, secretary of the North
Carolina Fair Tax association, urged
a meeting of business men here tg-
night to insist upon a policy of
economy in the operation of the
state.

“The general assembly,” he de-
clared, “is flirting with fiscal disas.
ter when it increases appropriations
to the point that all surpluses in
the state treasury are exhausted, ang
increased revenue from an artifieial
prosperity created by defense spend-
ing is anticipated as a certainty.”

In the last decade, Leonard said,
citing statisties, the state “has in-
creasec its public spending and tax
load all out of proportion to our in-
crease in wealth and population, and
far beyvond the paying ability of ths
taxpayers.

Asserting that the “emergency”’
under which the gales tax was adopt-
ed had long passed he claimed credit
for the Fair Tax association for ‘cre-
ating the public sentiment which
made the sales tax an issue in tha
last campaizn and now makes almc +

certain that its back will be broken

By GEORGE TUCKER

NEW YORK, Feb. 17.—If you
think everything happens to you,
consider the plight of the poor taxi
driver I encountereq today. Twice
in two days he has been over-
whelmed by events that were none
of his choosing. He was just an
innocent bystander.

Last Thursday night he was
parked on Fifth Ave. at 49th street
waiting for a fare. A roadster
tore past and as he followed it
with his gaze he was horrified to
see two bodies tumble from it.

“It happened so fast,” he ex-
plained, ‘that for a moment I
thought a couple of drunks had
toppled out of the rumble seat.
But they weren't drunks. They
weren't even in the car. They
were pedestrians and that hit-and-
run roadster had knocked them
down."

The cabby went on to say his
first impulse had been to rush
them to a hospital. But in New
York, 2 very big city, picking up
bodies has complications. It might
be difficult to prove that YOU

weren't the one who knocked
them down.

U I
Fortunately, however, another

cabby ran up and said, ‘I saw
that guy. I'll be a witness.” The
victims therefore were speedily
taken to a big mid-town hospital.
But this hospital had no emer-
gency entrance, and the driver was
told he would have to go up to
the third floor to see about having
the patients received. Angered, he
rushed around the corner to an-
other hospital that had less red
tape. :

But his troubles were only be-
ginning, He then had to hurry to

¢ Man Ahout Manhattan

accident. The police received his
report with skepticism. despite
the accompanying driver's corrob-
oration. Fortunately the roadster's
bracket mirror had been knocked
off, and after a detective checked
to see that the cabby’s mirror was
intact, he was released.

That was Thursday night. Fri-
day night he drove from a mid-|
town address to Amsterdam ave-
nue, and quickly returned to his|
downtown stand. When he checked
into the taxi's garage about & a.m.,
the other drivers in the fleet began
clustering around him excitedly,
crying, ‘‘Haven't the cops picked
you up yet?”

= L *

When he ascertained that his col-
leagues were in earnest, he hur-
ried away to the police station to
find out the trouble. It seemed
that just as he dropped his fares
at Amsterdam avenue two men

escaped. An eye-witness to the
robbery had noted that a green
Packard cab at that moment had
turned around and driven away.
He jotted down the cab’s number.

A few moments later the bandits
held up another store further up-
town, and escaped again, and
about an hour later held up still
another store and escaped—in a
green Packard cab. Nobody got
the license numbera this time but
the inference was obvious.

It took our driver a lot of ex-
plaining to convince the police
that he was innocent, but they
finally released him.

“Not only that,”” moaned the
driver, “but think of all the time
I lost. That hit-and-run driver and
those stick-up bums cost me five

the police station and report the

or six bucks, easy.” 1

National Defense Registration
Will Be Conducted In Onslow

JACKSONVILLE, Feb. 17—A vol-
untary registration of men and|
women in Onslow county to make|
available a record of their abili-
ties and willingness to cooperate
in the national defense program
was decided upon last Friday at a
meeting of a county-wide commit-
tee of leading citizens.

At the same time a group from
the committee met with the Onslow
County Board of Commissioners
in special session to approve WPA
projects also in connection with
national defense and Camp Davis.
The projects provide for recrea-
tion, adult and child education and
lunchrooms.

The purpose of the county-wide
committee is to determine com-
munity resources and needs" for
national defense.

Members of the committee are:
Mrs. C. W. Sutton, Richlands,
chairman, Mrs. Marie Sabiston,
secretary, J. J. Cole, A. H. Hat-
sell, J. W. Burton, Miss Laura
Matthews, Dr. J. P. Henderson,
M. A. Cowell, Mrs. T. B. Koonce,
Mayor C. E. Warn, H, J. Jones,
Bruce Simmons, Hugh Overstree:,
Miss Ruth Rhyne, Miss Anne Hild-
reth, Mrs A. G. Sewell and Silly
Arthur all of Jacksonville; Mr. and
Mrs. Louis Sylvester and Mrs. IEd
Smith of Richlands. A sub com-
mitiee on defense is composed of
Cowell, chairman, Sylvester, Mrs.
Sewell, Mrs. Smith and Mrs.
Koonce.

by the present finance committee
plan to exempt all food or a reduction
of the tax to two per cent by amend-
ment to the revenue bill when it is

The wvoluntary registration will
be headed by Miss Rhyne, home
demonstration agent, and from it
information will be available on
the tasks *7omen and men, not
covered by selective service, can

CAPT. CANTWELL,

LAUDED IN PAPE

Eulogy to Late Coast Gy
Officer Published in {he
Alumni Builetin

A stirring euclogy to the |i ., 1
accomplishments of Cintaip John
Cassin Cantwell, one of the cutstana.
ing officers of the Uniteg Stites
Coast Guard service, is containeq in
a recent issue of the U. §, Chaat
nast
Guard Academy Alumni Associatiog
Bulletin, copies of which have beep
received in Wilmington by ye
of the late captain,
Capt. Cantwell, a cousin of Roh.
ert C. Cantwell, Jr., of 318 Marke
street, and the DMisses Anna
Lenora Cantwell, of 514 Dpi
died last October, and was bu
sea, with full Coast Guard ho
just outside San Ifrancisco's Golden
Gate.

Born in Raleigh in 1830, the sy
of an early Carolina family, W
Cantwell went to sea as a young hoy
and in 1880 was appointed a
in the Revenue Cutter services,
progenitor of the now-famous Cous
Guard. For 40 years he served the
service in varying capacities, achiey.
ing eventually the rating of senior
captain of the entire service.

A talented writer as well as g
skilled seaman, Capt. Cantwell's ac.
counts of exploits of the coast guard
are considered even today invaluable
documents in the archives of the

atives

anid

service. His book, “Report On The
Operations Of The TU. S, Revenue
Cutter Nunnivak On The Yukoy
River Station,” was perhaps tly
fines account of then-little-knowu
Alaska.

Closing his tribute to Capt. Caut.
well, published in the Academy bul-
letin, Harry W. Frantz, noted Na.
tional Geographic magazine writey,
had this to say about Capt. Cant
well:

“There wili be no stone marker
over Captain Cantwell's grave. Dut
there will be memory in the sunli
blue of the Pacific off the Golde
Gate. There will be remembra;
the white sails of passing ships, ar
the silver hulls of the soaring clip-
pers; and by nights in the shininz
atars. Distant foghorns and the toll
of buoy-bells will bring echos from
his friendly soul.

“And when in lonely seas, hard-
pressed sailors battle with the storm
until some swift cutter brings
rescue, thoughtful men will know
that there is in fact a Coast Guard
spirit, a spirit born of brave lives
throush fifteen past decades of Cap-
tain John Cassin Cantwell and 1U-
000 other officers not unlike hiwn ¢

STUDY OF CIVIL
SERVICE PLANNED

Broughton Says He Will Ask
Solons to Authorize Sur-
vey of Proposal

ind

17— — Gov-
today he

Feb.
said

RALEIGH,
ernor Broughton

had held up a corner store and|.. .14 ask the legislature to &

thorize a study of the possibility
of establishing a state civil serve
vice plan under which North [:.1!':1?
lina employes would be required
to take merit examinations.

The plan contemplated probably
would include all state employes,
with the exception of school teach-
ers, who already are required 1o
ha\;e certain credentials in‘thr.-
form of certificates from schools
or colleges.

Broughton said he would sr-m_l a
message to the legislature as.'.c:lr::f
that the study be made, either by
some existing state agency or bY
some specially appoinied commis
sion. )

The body conducting the study
would report to the 1943 general
assembly, which might take steps
to makz merit examirations mal-
datory.

The governor pointed m11_
ceriain state agencies which are
financed partially by federal h'.n:'li
—such as the UCC, the board of
health, and the welfare departmen:
—already are covered by meri
cxamination requirements, under
federal regulations. )

*“We are gradually getting into
merit examinations in part,” he
said, “and I think we should see

that

perform and the amount of time
they can devote to jobs in con-
nection with national defense. The
information will be on file in the|
city hall. |

The WPA projects provide for|
athletics, game rooms and other|
recreational facilities for Cawnp
Davis soldiers to use when they
come to Jacksonville; adult educa-
tion to teach illiterates to read
and write, child education in tae
form of nursery schools; and iunch-
rooms for children in school. In
the latter connection farm women
will be encouraged to mainiain
gardens and can foods for con-
suruption by school children.

All this is to better prepare the
local population and make them
healthier for national defense, it
was said. 5

Denmark Will Protest
Against Ship Seizares

COPENHAGEN (Via Berlin)--(p
—Feb. 17—(#—The government of
Denmark has decided to protest
f-.gainst confiscation of three Dan-
ish sleamships by the Chilean goy-
ernment, DNB, the official Ger
man news agency, reported today.

Thg foreign ministry, DNB saig
had instructed the Danish minisie:
to Chile to submit ‘‘energetic pro-|

considered by the senate

test” :;md demand restoration of|
the ships 1

whether we should have them
whole. There is justification for the
merit examination plan, in view
of the fact that we are establisi-
ing a retirement system.”

Grand Jury R;I;;‘;s
Negro In Arson Case

The New IHanover county =4
jury, meeting concurrently in the
courthouse with the special term of
the county criminal court,
cleared Elliot Douglas, Wiln
negro, of suspicion in the arson
here last month of a youns m-'f"?
woman, fatally burned in & rooming
house fire. .

The grand jury, presided over by
L. D. latta, foreman, returned 2
no true bill in the Douglas case.
Douglas had been ordered held I”f
! enroner's jury

grand jury action hy a : 2
after Mahel Edwards, 18, died o

burns suifered when her room
set afire. o
A no true bill was found, @S0 2
the case of auto theft charges PF
ferred against Jim Nixen.
The jury remained in ses

| res
v morn-

this afternoon, and probably W

convene at 10 o'clock tomorroy

| ing.

- T "I':' L}
The Royal York Hotel, Toron
Canada, is the tallest building "

the British Empire.
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