
WHITE BEETLE 
WORK TO OPEN 

Plant Disease Specialists 
To Fight Insect In 

This Area 

The Bureau of Entomology and 

Plant Quarantine, United States 

Department of Agriculture in co- 

operation with the North Carolina 

department of Agriculture will be- 

gin the program forusuPpres*^ 
of the white-fringed beetle about 

June 15, it was announced Sunday. 

Known infested properties in ail 

regulated areas will be treated 
and additional treatments will be 

given at intervals during 
riod of adult bee.le activity The 

infested properties now kn°jm.are 
located in the following areas, m 

New Hanover county, the c y 

Wilmington; Cape Fear 

all that part of Harnett township 

lying west of Wrightsboro-Winter 
Park road, including all of the 

town of Winter Park; and that 

part of Masonboro township north 

of the new road between Sunset 

Park and Winter Park; m Pender 

county: townships of Burgaw, 

Caswell and Rocky Point and that 

part of Columbia township lying 
south of an imaginary straight 
line drawn east and west across 

the township to connect the north- 

ern boundaires of Burgaw and 

Caswell townships; in Wayne 

county: Goldsboro township; in 

Onslow county: the town of Jack- 

sonville and Kelly; in Cumber- 

land county: the town of Hope 

Mills; in Robeson county: the 

town of Lumberton. Tn addition, 

any other area later found to be 

infested will be subject to treat- 
ment. 

--V- 

Youthful Farm Workers 
Can Be Of Much Help 

LEXINGTON, June 13.—W—As 
an example of the aid victory 
farm volunteer boys can be to a 

farmer, Farm Agent Hendricks of 
Davidson county, reports that 

four boys worked for a day on 

the farms of C. M. Yokeley and 
June Everhart of Lexington, Route 

1. The boys arrived at the farms 
and began work at 9:30 in the 
morning and worked until 4:30 
that afternoon. During that time, 
they chopped about 2 acres of 
cotton, and 2 acres of.com. They 
then set out 4,000 sweet potato 
slips for Mr. Yokely. He furnish- 
ed transportation and gave them 
their dinner. 

Hendricks says this has caused 
other boys in Lexington to become 
interested in the farm volunteer 
movement and he looks for oth- 
ers to begin work as more labor 
is needed. 

-V- 

Hyde County Heat Wave 
Kills Many Farm Animals 
SWAN QUARTER, June 13. — 

The recent extreme heat was dis- 
astrous for some Hyde county 
farmers who pushed their work- 
stock too hard in planting crops, 
reports J. P. Woodward, county 
agent. Fifteen horses and mules 
died from overheating and others 
were disabled. Mr. Woodward says 
these heavy losses have caused 
other growers to become more 
cautious. Approximately 100 Hyde 
county lambs were sold in the 
wool pool held by the extension 
service at Plymouth on June 8. 

MONEY TO LOAN 
ON ANYTHING OF VALUE 

No Loan Too Large—Nono Too Small 

Cape Fear Loan Office 
LUGGAGE HEADQUARTERS 

n S. Front St. Dial 2-18S8 

Mow, I'm £lad 
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with 

Deadly Pitcher Plant_ 

Although the tall, graceful pitcher plant appears harmless enough, 
enmologists at the State Department of Agriculture have found it 
lives principally on insects which are attracted to it by its unusually 
sweet odor. Over 1,500 species have been found in plants examined In 
a four-year study of this plant. _ 

Pitcher Plants Found 
To Be Insect Eaters 

By THOMPSON GREENWOOD 
RALEIGH, June 13—Although 

the famed Venus flytrap is much 
better known than the pitcher 
plant, Dr. D. L. Wray, entomolo- 
gist with the State Department of 

Agriculture, revealed yesterday 
that the beautiful pitcher flower, 
which thrives in the swamps of 

Eastern North Carolina, catches 
more insects than does the flytrap, 
and lives largely on boll weevils, 
Mexican bean beetles and other in- 
sects consumed by it. 

The insects are attracted to the 
flower by its sweet odor, and the 
minute hairs which grow on its 
inner walls prevent them from 
escaping. The digestive juices of 

the pitcher plant do the rest, and 
soon the insect becomes nothing 
more than a jelly-like substance 
which seeps down into the plant 
as food. In some instances snails 
have been found in the flowers, 
their shells partly dissolved by 
the strong digestive juices. And on 

the Ortotn Plantation in Bruns- 
wick county two small frogs were 

found in the pitchers. 
Dr. Wray’s statements are based 

on facts compiled in a four-year 
study on the insect life in the pit- 
cher plant made by him and Dr. 
C. S. Brimley, veteran state en- 

tomologist. A report of their find- 

ings has just been released to the 

Entomological Society of America 
and is being sent throughout the 
nation. 

The pitcher plant—often refer- 
red to as the huntsman’s-cup be- 
cause of its shape and the fact 

that it catches large quantities of 

rain water—sometimes grow* to 

a height of over four feet. 

Dr. Wray declared that while 
no count was made of the number 
of flowers collected in the study, 
“an estimate of 5,000 would not be 
excessive”. In these flowers over 

1,500 various species of insects 
were found. 

“The soil in which this particu- 
lar plant grows is sometimes lack- 
ing in nitrogen, so nature has pro- 
vided, the flower with this im- 

portant food in the insect life 
which is attracted to it,” Dr. Wray 
explains. 

Among the insects found in the 
flowers were wasps, spiders, but- 
terflies, ants and several species 
of bees. Most of them were dead 
and were gradually being eaten. 
The pitcher plants function as in- 
sect traps from May until about 
the middle of July. 

Though the pitcher flower 1* 
the biggest natural enemy to In- 
sects found among plants in North 
Carolina, there are two or three 
species of moth larvae which are 

able to live within the flower, sub- 
sisting on the tissues of the plant 
and on the insects which are in 
the process of being digested by 
the plant. 

Sweet Potatoes Giving 
Great Crop Opportunity 

• 

By GUY A. CARDWELL 
General Agricultural Agent 

Atlantic Coast Line Railway Co. 
Inasmuch as I have issued many 

articles in conection with the pro- 
motion and establishment of sweet 

potatoes as a commercial food 
crop during the past quarter of a 

century or more, I am using an 

article by Lyle Brown of the Ala- 
bama extension service, published 
in the Market Growers Journal of 
Louisville, Ky., issue of May, 1943, 
for the reason that Mr. Brown’s 
article impresses me as being one 

of the most reasonable and well 
constructed articles on the subject 
of sweet potatoes that I have seen 

in a long time. 
I am sure that this article, which 

is being broken down into a series 
of three articles, should be of in- 
terest to growers and to others in- 
terested in the Porto Rico sweet 
potato, the variety advised grown 
in the Carolinas for commercial 
purposes: 

The country s call for a million 

acres in sweet potatoes in 1942 is 
wise recognition of a crop which 
has a fine chance to come through 
when the chips are down. It is the 
South’s greatest food crop in that 
it gives the largest return per 
acre in nutritious, vitamin-bearing 
food of any crop we have. It is rel- 
atively easy to grow, requires a 
moderate cash and labor output 
per acre, and can be successfully 
handled with inexpensive equip- 

W A N T E D 
Both white and colored laundry help for 

all types of laundry work. 
See Mr. Merritt 8 a. m. Monday and 

1 p. m. Monday. 

Ideal Laundry & Dry Cleaners 
Front and Orange St. 

ment. There is no other food crop 
grown in the region which so uni- 
versally meets the need for food 
for human livestock consumption. 

Not only will growers be called 
upon to produce a large acreage 
this year, but they will have a 

task of greater magnitude in keep- 
ing and handling them to prevent 
too much waste. It is generally 
conceded that far too much of the 

crop is lost through improper 
handling at and after harvest. To 
save them is more important than 
producing them. 

Tha South has a rare opportunity 
to get its major human food crop 
before the consuming public in the 
next year or two, and their reac- 
tion to the goods they will get will 
go a long way toward establishing 
or defeating the future program. 

A study of the nature of the 
sweet potato should clarify one’s 
understanding of its requirements. 
It is an enlarged fleshy root of a 
plant which is a native of the trop- 
ics and grows there as a perenni- 
al. It has been transplanted to the 
temperate Southland where it is 
an annual. The long growing season 
above 70 degrees Fahrenheit is 
sufficient for the production of 
good yields. Too, it demands rela- 
tively warm surroundings in stor- 
age, and exposure to “chilly” 
temperatures for any length of 
time sets up enzymatic action 
which, though it may not be suf- 
ficient to cause immediate break- 
down will seriously impair the 
quality of the roots for eating or 
reproduction purposes. 

First of all, more emphasis 
should be placed upon seed stock. 
Those who are growing sweet po- 
tatoes commercially should re- 
member that the consuming public 
is learning to demand a medium 
size, smooth, rather than elongat- 
ed type which shows high salmon 
pink color, indicating good caro- 
tene content. Such strains have 
been developed, but unless desira- 
ble stock is selected in the field 
from high yielding hills the un- 
stable nature of the sweet pota- 
to will lead to undesirable types. 

The apparent seed shortage can 
and should be overcome by com- 
mercial growers using vine cut- 
tings for the main crop. This prac- 
tice has established itself in the 

The Tar 
Heel 

Gardener 
By JOHN H. HARRIS 

N. C. State College 

The Irish potato is one of our 

standard food products and, if 
properly stored, may be used 
throughout the year. The most 

important thing in the storage of 
Irish potatoes is that the crop be 
allowed to thoroughly mature be- 
fore digging. The tubers should 
not be dug until the vines have 

completely died down. If possible, 
the potatoes should be dug in the 

early morning or in late after- 
noon to prevent scalding by the 
direct rays of the hot sun. 

There are several ways of stor- 
ing Irish potatoes bui one of the 

simplest methods for the small 
home grower is to store them un- 

derneath the house. This is done 
by spreading the potatoes one 

deep on the ground and covering 
them with pine needles, straw, or 

similar material. When cold 
weather arrives additional protec- 
tion must be given to prevent 
freezing. Care should be taken at 
all times to keep direct light from 

reaching the potatoes. 
Another method for storing is 

to place the Irish potatoes in 
banks or mounds in the open and 
cover with insulating material 
such as straw and dirt. This type 
of storage calls for good drainage 
and ventilation. For complete in- 
formation on mound or bank 
storage, write the State college 
extension service, Raleigh. 

Some people have found the 
basement a satisfactory place for 
storing their Irish potatoes, but 
as a general rule most basements 
with furnaces would be too dry 
and warm for satisfactory stor- 

age. If the basement is used, the 
potatoes should be placed in box- 
es or barrels with alternate lay- 
ers of slightly moist sand. This 
will help to keep the potatoes 
from shriveling and drying up. If 
a section of the basement can be 
closed off from the furnace this 
would make an ideal place for 
both Irish potatoes and other root 

crops as well. ? 
-V- 

Current Barley Harvest 
Relieves Feed Shortage 

ROCKINGHAM, June 13.—The 
current harvest of barley in Rich- 
mond county is relieving the 
shortage of hog feed, reports Q. 
E. Colvard, assistant farm agent 
of the State college extension 
service. H. H. Chandler of Ever- 
ette’s Mill secured a yield of 55 
bushels an acre from 25 acres. 

John Everette and Ashley Wad- 

dell, of the same community, al- 
so report equally as good yields. 
Most of the barley will be crush- 
ed and used as hog feed, Colvard 
says. 

-V- 

Sugar Grove Planter 
Creates Fine Pasture 

BOONE, June 13. — Since 1935, 
W. H. Mast of Sugar Grove has 
transformed 45 acres of broom- 

sedge into one of the finest pas- 
tures in Watauga county, reports 
Farm Agent Harry Hamilton of 
the State college extension service. 
The rseults were secured largely 
by applying limestone and phos- 
phate to the soil. A visit to Mast's 
pasture the other day showed it 
to be covered like snow with the 
blossoms of white clover. The 
broomsedge is gone except on a 

check plot where no treatment 
was made. 

-V- 
CHICKEN TROUBLES 

North Carolina poultry growers 
report that it takes 10 days long- 
er to get the same size chicken 
as last year and that the mortali- 
ty rate is higher. This is thought 
to be a result of lack of protein 
in the rations. 

-V- 
NEW TOBACCO CROP 

Several hundred Forsyth coun- 

ty farmers are, this season, plant- 
ing the new black-shank-resident 
tobacco developed by the agricul- 
tural experiment station. 

-V-1— 
WAR MEAT GROUP 

A war meet committee has been 
organized in Warren county look- 
ing to the establishment of a cen- 

trally located, sanitary, slaughter 
house for handling farm-produced 
livestock. 

-V- 
Among the weapons turned in 

by aliens at San Francisco were 

Japanese swords 750 years old. 

principal commercial sections 
where experimentation and prac- 
tices have shown that the most de- 
sirable shape and quality potato 
comes from vine cuttings. Cost of 
production is also lowered. The 
early fields are set with plants as 

soon as frost is over and a daily 
mean of around 70 degrees has 
been reached. These plantings are 

used to produce vine cuttings and 
potatoes for summer harvest. In 
the lower South the original acre- 

age can be multiplied four or five 
times. Early setting of plants and 
a side dressing of 100 pounds of ni- 
trate of soda per acre as soon is 
they are well established will re- 

sult in a high yield of vines. Cut- 
tings taken toward the tips of the 
vines seem to give best yields. 

Plants in the “mother patch" 
are usually spaced around sixteen 
inches apart, while vine cuttings 
will be placed about twelve inches 
apart in 3 1-2 to 4-foot rows. Close 
spacing results in a larger number 
of medium sized roots, which are 

most desirable for market. Natur- 
ally, the more fertile soils can sup 
port closer spacing than the les 
fertile sandy types. 

Commander 

The promotion of D. E. Jones of 

Laurinburg, Scotland county, to 

the rank of Lieutenant Command- 
er in the United States Navy has 

been announced from Washington. 
Commander Jones was formerly 
assistant engineer with the State 
college extension service and ren- 

dered excellent work during the 
period when rural electrical coop- 
eratives were putting electrical 
service at the command of North 
Carolina farmers. He was gradu- 
ated from State college in Electri- 
cal engineering in 1930 and after 
working briefly for one of the large 
electrical companies, he became a 

cadet in the Army Air Corps. He 
returned to the college in 1934 to 
take graduate work and teach ma- 

thematics before becoming a mem- 

ber of the extension staff. 
Flying is his hobby and while in 

Raleigh, he kept a plane at the 
municipal airport. He was appoint- 
ed a lieutenant in the Naval Re- 
serve in December 1941 and has 
received rapid promotions. 

LIVESTOCK SALES 
The Bauefort-Hyde Livestock 

Mutual continues to make large 
sales of fat hogs each two weeks. 
Last week, 475 head were sold at 

top prices. 
-V- 

BETTER PASTURES 
Because of better pastures in 

the mountain counties of North 
Carolina milk deliveries at local 
receiving plants have increased 
by 30 per cent this season. 

-V- 
The new multi-purpose Messer- 

schmitt has a wing span of 53 feet 
9 inches and a fuselage length of 
40 feet 3 inches. Its all-up weight 
is 21.350 pounds. 

FARMERS GETTING 
CRIMSON CLOVER 

North Carolina Planters 
Lose Little Time In Se- 

curing AAA Grants 
_—- 

COLLEGE STATION, Rlrteigh, 
June 13—North Carolina farmers 

are losing little time in obtaining 

crimson clover seed as conserva- 

tion material under the 1943 AAA 

Program, according to H. A. Pat- 

ten, state AAA executive assistant, 
who said orders already have been 

received from 21 counties for a 

total of 456,000 pounds of seed. 

“Offering i crimson clover seed 

to farmers as conservation mate- 

rial this year is made possible 
by operation of the i942 seed pur- 

chase program,” Patten said. “We 

have been informed by regional 
headquarters at Washington that 

there is approximately 3,000,000 
pounds of seed in storage in the 
region which is available under 
this program. The offer comes at 

a time when the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture is urging farmers 
to produce as much feed as pos- 
sible on their own farms in order 
to continue ther livestock produc- 
tion programs.” 

Under the distribution plan, far- 
mers obtain seed without an out- 

lay of cash, and costs are deduct- 
ed from payments due them from 
the AAA at the close of the prog- 
ram year at the rate of $12.85 per 
100 pounds. 

Local seed dealers are being 
asked to handle distribution of the 
seed either on a purchase order 
plan under which they sell seed 
purchased in the open market at 
not more than the deduction rate, 
or on a service fee basis under 
which the dealers are paid 30 
cents per 100 pounds for handling 
seed from government stocks. All 

orders for seed as conervation ma- 

terial must have approval of the 
local County AAA Committee. 

-V- 
LABOR BULLETIN 

Bulletin boards have been placed 
in local county stores and filling 
stations on which Durham cpunty 
farmers are listing their labor 
needs. The great need for extra 
labor will come when tobacco is 
to be “housed.” 

Negro Labor Will Help 
In Irish Potato Crops 

WASHINGTON, June 13.— 
Beaufort county’s abbreviated 
Irish potato crop will be par- 
tially harvested by Negro la- 
borers from Washington, ac- 

cording to W. L. McGahey, 
farm agent of the State college 
extension service. Migrant la- 

borers already have moved in- 

to the Aurora and Pantego sec- 
tions with heavy harvesting to 
begin during the week of June 
21. More than 600 Negroes in 
Washington attended meetings 
held by Mr. McGahey to ex- 

plain the labor needs on Beau- 
fort farms. Leaders are assist- 
ing in registering able bodied 
workers for the potato harvest. 
Street crews and leaders are 

being named. 
-V- 

Moore County Has Found 
Enough Labor For Crops 

CARTHAGE, June 13—Securing 
labor from towns nearby to the 

dewberry area has resulted in 

finding enough local labor to take 
care of the county harvest, be- 
lieves Farm Agent E. H. Garrison 
of the extension service in Moore 

county. R. C. Fields, who is as- 

sisting the county agent in hand- 
ling the Moore county labor pro- 
gram, has completed a survey of 
labor needs for harvesting the 

dewberries and says that, at pres- 
ent, sufficient local labor is avail- 
able. One large grower W. P. Se- 
ward of Niagara, says this help 
has been of greatest value to the 
growers. 

□ Income Taxes Now Are To Be Paid Du! 0| 
Income As Received Monthly or Weekly. 

Perhaps you need to adjust your mortgage loan plans. 
Why not investigate and see how the CAROLINA can 
serve you. Unlimited funds lo lend on acceptable se- 

curity. 
TWO 

THE / MILLION' DOLLAR 

Carolina Building & loan Assn. 
“Member Federal Home Loan Bank” 

C. M. Butler W. A. Fonvielle W. D. Jones 
Pres. Sec.-Treas. Asst. Sec. 1'reas. 

Roger Moore, V-Pres. J. 0. Carr, Atty. 

COTTON-GINNING 
CONTESTSSLATEI 

To Be Held For North Car olina Ginners Rv staf 
College Unit 

COLLEGE STATION’ r ,. 
[June 13. A cotton gi'^’ 
[test, based upon “normal 
tion” of the bales ot cotton//' 

j turn-out of middling or// 
! grades of lint, will be he/. 

" 

| year for North Carolina «//' 
i ners. Dr. I. O. Schaub. dire/ ,' 
j the extension service at ■■ J 
I State college, anounced he J 
[day. "'■■■ 

A winner will be select*).' each of the three gin districts the state upon the basis 7 7 samples submitted for Smithn’ 
ey classification. Normal bile, paration will count 70 net ttJ7' the production of middling# will count 30 per cent in detem-i’ ing the winners. 

Schaub said that an increa^i- number of ginners are taking,,"' in the cotton improvement 7 
gram of the state and are 7,' 
the free classing service of "7 
Smith-Doxev act for the t7! 
of their customers. He su?;f7' that ginners who are inters/' 
working for cotton improved should see their countv age 
write Dan F. Holler, cotton r- 
keting spec-alist. N. C. State'ct' 
lege, Raleigh. 

-V- 
The University of Pavia. Ita!- 

was founded in 825. 

EvER see a newspaperman's desk at the end 
of a crowded day—ash-strewn, paste-smeared, 
littered with the grist of the news mill that never 
stops? 

It's hardly to be compared with the desk of 
a great general—and yet the enemy was pushed back here today! 

Pushed back by another 24 hours of truth- 
ful reporting 

Pushed back by community leadership in 
myriad war activities from bond selling to tin 
can salvage .. 

Pushed back by the little things that help 
build and sustain a nation's morale—the per- 
sonal items, the pictures of the boys at the front, 
the helps on the home page, the laughs on the 
comics page and the information and inspiration 
throughout the newspaper. 

Yes, the enemy was pushed back here again 
today. 

He will continue to fall back so long as 

American newspapers have anything to do 
about it! 

WILMINGTON STAR-NEWS 


