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County Declares City 
Also Responsible For 
Detention HomeSetup 
arguments heard 

City Council Attacks Con- 
ditions At Unit Earl- 

ier In Day 

legal ruling noted 

Attorney General's Letter 
Read Outlining Local 

Organization 

At a meeting of the New 

Hanover Board of County 
Commissioners Monday after- 

noon, arguments were ad- 

vanced in answer to assaults 
pn the county juvenile deten- 

tion home by the City Council 

a:‘an earlier meeting Mon- 

day. 
The City Council, in an at- 

tack on the condition of the 

detention home, placed the 
fiueer of responsibility on 

the counit iur urn uepiui- 

able condition” of the deten- 
tion home and asked the coun- 

tv to take the initiative in 
erecting a netv and more 

"h»mane” institution. 
The commissioners were amen- 

;le for a new home and even for 

complete revision of the present j 
machinery for handling juvenile 
-wes but they pointed out that at 
least half the responsibility and 
legal jurisdiction lay with the city 
and that the attacks on the coun- 

ty were in effect an attack on 

the city itself. The statements is- 
sued from the city council carry- 
ing with them the innuendo that 
actual establishment of the new 

structure was outside the realm 
of legal jurisdiction of the city 
were ill-founded according to the 

county's legal counsel. Robert R. 
Romeo and other members of the 
city group sat in on the meeting 
of the commissioners and voiced 
the city's views in regard to the 
new proposal. 

Romeo said that according to 
the legal advice secured by the 
city the legal responsibility for 

iContinued on Page Six; Col. 4) ! 

NATIONAL FIRMS 
CHAIRMAN NAMED 

i Sanald Stewart~To Head 
| Division Of Community 

Chest Drive 

Ranald Stewart, manager of 
Sears Roebuck and company was 
named Monday to lead the Chain 
St' e and National Firms Division 
'* the 1944 Community War Chest 
campaign of Wilmington and New j Hanover county. His appointment 
'■as announced by N. E. Drexler. 
aeneral chairman of the local 
drive. 

This division will consist of all 
cnain stores in Wilmington and 
ali national firms operating here. 

r Stewart is now selecting his 
committee who will be responsible 

‘llle "unit campaigns” in about 
firms. He expects to appoint 

> committee early this week and 
Lij' tentatively set a meeting for 
f a roup at 10:30 A. M., Novem- 

cr 4. when plans for the solicita- 
I j'"n ln this division will be dis- 

"pd The actual campaign 
(Continued on Page Two; Col. 1) 

Half Of Bond Issue 
Is Received On New 

Pipeline Extension 
City Clerk J. R. Benson Mon- 

day received a remittance 
check for the first half of the 
$600,000 bond issue voted in 
July, 1942, for extension of the 
pipeline to Kings Bluff and the 
construction of the new filter 
plant at Hilton Park. 

The check for $300,338.31 from 
State Treasurer Charles M. 
Johnson represented bonds is- 
sued on October 1, 1943, and 
the interest which has accrued 
since that date. The remain- 
ing $300,000 in bonds has been 
authorized but not yet issued. 

The total $600,000 is the city’s 
portion or 40 per cent of the 
total cost of financing the pipe- 
line and filter projects. The 
remaining sum required to 
finance the improvements will 
be supplied by the Federal 
Works Administration. 

•-V___ 

CHEST WILL HELP 
1 E ARMED UNITS 

Half Of National War Fund 
Budget To Be Applied 

To Service 

Half of the National War Fund 
budget will go for the needs of our 

armed forces, N. E. Drexler, gen- 
eral chairman of the Community 
War Chest campaign said Monday. 
Mr. Drexler pointed out that glo- 
bal needs will be served by $125,- 
000,000 which is being sought by 
the National War Fund while home 
front needs will be financed by an 
additional $125,000,000 being sought 
by Community Chests in their com- 

bined drive with the National War 
Fund. 

"But more than half of the $125,- 
000.000 sought by the National War 
Fund is needed for service to our 

own armed forces, war prisoners 
and men of the Merchant Marine,” 
Mr. Drexler commented. The Na- 
tional War Fund provides for a 

range of services from a USO club 
in Alaska to care for refugees in 
South American countries, and 
from a rest center for U. S. Mer- 
chant Seamen in North Africa to a 

USO camp show performance for 
men on duty in the Pacific jungles. 
Mr. Drexler stated. In addition 
needed relief for war-suffering 
countries is soueht. 

All requests for funds sought 
through the National War Fund 
were carefully examined by the 
budget committee with a view to 

determine: 11) the extent of need- 
ed relief; (2) whether the relief 
could be supplied from other sour- 

ces; 13) whether supplies to meet 
the need were available; (4) 
whether shipping space was avail- 
.able; 15) whether there is ade- 

quate distribution facilities; 16) 

whether distributions costs was at 

a minimum, and (7) whether the 
relief projects conformed to the 

strategic requirements of the Unit- 
ed States. 

Included in the National War 
Fund are the following agencies: 
USO (United Service Organiza- 
tions), United Seamen’s Service, 
War Prisoners Aid. Belgian War j 
Relief Society, British War Relief 

Society, French Relief Fund. 
Friends of Luxembourg, Greek 
War Relief Association, Norwegian 
Relief, Polish War Relief. Queen 
Wilhelmina Fund, Russian War Re- 

lief, United China Relief, United 
Czechoslovak Relief, United Lugo- 
slav Relief Fund, Refugee Relief 
Trustees, and the U. S. Committee 

(Continued on Page Two: Col. 5) 
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VN alter Lippmann Says: 

The Mystery Increases 
About Our War Program 

to knowing the whole story, 
^rc li> nothing so useful as realiz- 
f'® 'hat you do not know it. The 

> ‘Wnptation is almost irresistible— 
[ ,r; can testify from a long pro- 

essional experience—to put to- 
ot-a.er a story which seems to 

r;5Ke sense, though, in fact, be- 
'.°Use 'he deciding data are mis- 

*he story is not true. A very 
ansiderabie part of the mischief 

i“. rumor that are brewed in 
■ --Oington comes from not wishing 

; ir,i! a cocktail party by con- 

c 
"h '° 'he inquiring lady that 

j, era' Marshall has not consult- 
about, our war plans and 

: t ; you do not receive carbon 
of 'he messages exchang- 

Vel;oy S'alm, Churchill and Roose- 

be 1Si imPortant, therefore, to 
{'Cr Wa,ys in Mind that at Places 
MosJ,Sablanca’ Quehec, and now 

0j v'; the Main preoccupation 
is u,i(J^P°nsible men concerned 
not n,-,’ Matters that they could 

•f. Sll,ly disclose. They cannot 

disclose their working estimates 
of the military situation, the time- 

table and the components of their 

military plans. Yet nothing else is 

fully intelligible without this know- 

ledge. We must remember that 

there is almost always this vacuum 

in our information, and not yield 
to the temptation of substituting 
for the crucial military knovvledge 
we lack a story based upon ideolo- 

gical and political theories which 
are a dime a dozen. 

Thus there is much speculation 
these days as to why the Russians 
continue to harp upon the need 
for a second front in northern 
Europe when all our military plans, 
as drawn up at Quebec, have been 

fully and carefully communicated 
j to them. Now while I do not know 
that it is so, it is quite conceiv- 
able that the explanation may be 

I exactly what Colonel Akimov, writ- 
ing in a Moscow newspaper, says, 

i namely that "the Red Army’s re- 

I (Continued on Page Three; Col. 2) 

123 Japanese 
Planeypped 
O’vd&ioaul 

^T<oyed At Enemy 
* Now Stands At 

300 Craft 

IS HARD AIR BLOW 

More Than 700 Nipponese 
W'ar Machines Shot 

Up In 2 Weeks 

ALLIED HEADQUAR- 
TERS IN THE SOUTH- 
WEST PACIFIC, Tuesday, 
Oct. 26.—(IP)—General Mac- 
Arthur’s airforce destroyed 
123 Japanese planes Satur- 
day and Sunday in raids on 

reinforcements at Rabaul, 
New Guinea, bringing the to- 
tal wiped out there in four 
recent smashes to more than 
oUU. 

Soaring the enemy’s plane 
losses in two weeks in the 
South and Southwest Pacific 
to more than 700, his bom- 
bers, escorted by fighters as 

they w'ere in the record 350- 
ton raid of October 12, went 
back to Rabaul on strength 
of reconnaissance photo- 
graphs showing the enemy 
had sent in air replacements. 

222 Planes Are Spotted 
After destroying or badly dam- 

aging 177 planes in the first raid 
and 60 more in a raid October 18. 
aerial photography planes spotted 
222 planes on the airdromes of Vun- 
akanau, Rapopo and Tobera. 

The first attacks Saturday were 
high altitude bombing runs by Lib- 
erators, escorted by Lightnings. 
Twenty parked aircraft were de- 
stroyed and 15 of 50 intercepting 
fighters wTere shot down. 

Sunday, Mitchell medium bomb- 
ers made the flight of more than 
300 miles across New Britain, 
screened by Lightnings, and de- 
stroyed 45 enemy planes on the 
ground. Between 60 and 70 Japa- 
nese planes tried to break up this 
attack and 43 w'ere shot down. 

Allied losses for the two new 
raids were two Lightnings and two 
Mitchells. 

Today’s communique which an- 
nounced the new' raids said these 
succeeded in crippling “the ene- 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 1) 
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BENSON iS NAMED 
PENSION OFFICIAL 

City Clerk To Act As Trea- 
surer Of Retirement 

\ Setup 
The Board of Trustees of the 

Retirement Fund for city employes 
met Monday afternoon and named 
J R. Benson, city clerk, treasurer 
and clerk of the fund The board, 
provided for by an act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, will administer the 
fund which became effective July 
1. 1943. The act also provides that 
the city clerk may serve as an ex- 

officio member of the board and 
also as its clerk and treasurer and 
Mr. Benson was so certified. 

E. L. Yow and R. S. Rogers are 

the board members. The act pro- 
vides that one trustee be appointed 
by the city government, a second 

by the city employes and the third 

by the two board members. The 

third member has not been named 
to date. 

The Monday meeting was pri- 
marily for organization purposes, 

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 1) 
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WEATHER 
FORECAST 

NORTH CAROLNA: Continued rather 
cold Tuesday except colder extreme 
east portion. 

(Eastern Standard Time) 
(By U. S. Weather Bureau) 

Meteorological data for the 24 hours 
ending 7 :30 p. m.. yesterday. 

TEMPERATURE 
1-30 a. m.. 68, 7:30 a. m., 69, 1:30 

p. m., 77, 7:30 p. m.. 66. Maximum 78, 
Minimum 63, Mean 70. Normal 62. 

HUM1DTY 
1:30 a. m.. 90, 7:30 a. m., 87, 1:30 

d m. 61, 7:30 p. m., 87. p' precipitation 
Total for the 24 hours ending 7:30 

o m., 0.00 inches. 
Total since the first of the month, 

0.00 inches. „„ 

Sunrise, 6:26 a m.. Sunset, 5:26 p m., 

/grille 
on Monday, at 8 a. m„ 9.55 feet. 

Tides For Today 

Wilmington -- Jig; Jig; 
Masonboro Inlet 5:36a. 11:47a. 

5:45p. P- 

Moore’s Inlet *«£ 11:52£ 
New Topsail Inlet 5:46a. 11.51 a. 

(All times Eastern Standard) 

RED ARMY TEARS TWO VITAL CITIES 
FROM NAZI GRIP IN DNIEPER LOOP; 
SPARANISE CAPTURED BY STH ARMY 

ATTACKS REPELLED 
Newest Conquest Is 93 Air- 

line Miles From Eter- 
nal City 

GERMANS THREATENED 

Troops May Be Caught In 
Pocket By Latest Al- 

lied Stroke 

ALLIED HEADQUAR- 
TERS, Algiers, Oct. 25.—(fP) 
—Driving three miles against 
determined resistance and 
repelling four violent counter- 
attacks within 24 hours, Am- 
erican troops have captured 
the important road and rail 
junction of Sparanise in the 
mountainous western sector 
of the Italian fi’ont 93 air- 
line miles from Rome, a head- 
quarters communique an- 

nounced today. 
Fall of the town, 13 miles 

fi'om the Mediterranean end 
of the battle line, raised a se- 
vere threat to German foi’ces 
between that point and the 
sea. An Allied commentator 
declaimed: “If they don’t get 
out they will be caught in a 

pocket.” 
North of Volturno River 

Sparanise is about -even miles 
north of the Volturno river near 
the center of Lt. Ger> Mark W. 
Clark’s Fifth Army front, and is 
four miles due west of Pignataro, 
which was captured several days 
ago. The advance placed Clark’s 
troops cross the strongly defend- 
ed Regia Canal and, if continued, 
would split the Nazis’ Massico 
ridge line. 

Gen. Sir Bernard L. Montgom- 
ery's British, Canadian and Ind- 
ian forces of the Eighth Army en- 

larged their bridgehead across the 
Trigno river in the eastern sector 
in stern fighting against Geman 
formations which have dug them- 
selves into the mountainous terrain 
ir a determined effort to block 
any “back door” entrance to 
Rome. 

“Steady progress continues to 
be made along the. whole front,” 
an Allied announcement said. “Ac- 
t've and extensive patrolling con- 

tinues on the Fifth Army fronts, 
with small advances in certain 
sectors.” 

In crossing the Trigno river 
Montgomery’s fighters carried the 
invasion of the Peninsula from 
southern into central Italy, the 
river in this area being considered 
the dividing line. The stiffest fight- 
ing is in progress in Chisti p/o- 
vince. 

In front of the Eighth Army rise 
mountains up to 2,200 feet. Behind 
these tower still higher ridges, and 
farther northw'ard is the Gran 
Sssso, or great rock of Italy, tow- 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 6) 

Another Village Falls To Soviet Steam Roller I 

AMERICAN TELLS 
OF SINGED HAIR 

Detective Hears Story Of 
Missing Shirt In Oakes’ 

Murder 

NASSAU, Bahamas, Oct. 25—!# 
—From the lips of an American 
detective, a Bahamas supreme 
court jury heard today the story 
of the singed hairs and the miss- 
ing shir!, offered by the crown as 

damning testimony that Alfred de 
Marigny beat and burned to death 
his young wife's father, Sir Har- 

ry Oakes. 
Speaking with the assurance 

gained from hundreds of appear- 
ances on the witness stand, Capt. 
E. W. Meichen of the Miami po- 
lice also laid the groundwork for 
the introduction of a fingerprint 
with which Attorney General Eric 
Hallinan will speak to show that 
di Marigny was in his father-in- 
law’s bedroom at the time of the 
slaying the night of July 7-8. 

The prosecution rolled out its 
biggest guns for the start of the 
second w’eek of di Marigny’s trial 
for murder, and Meichen was call- 
ed to testify only after Dr. Wil- 
liam Y. Sayad had quoted a threat 
by the accused man last spring 
to “crock the head of Sir Harry.’’ 

Still unconcerned after hearing 
the unfolding of the case against 
him, di Marigny met Dr. Sayad 
while leaving the courtroom for 
a recess, slapped him on the back 
and shook hands cordially. The 
rest of the day he fidgeted in the 
prisoner’s cell-like dock, some- 

times yawning and once winking 
at a girl reporter. 

Meichen told of being called to 
Nassau, along with Capt. James 

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 7) 

Allies Strike At Austria 
From The Mediterranean 

LONDON, Oct. 25.—(/P)—Mediterranean-based Amer- 
ican heavy bombers, escorted for the first time by long- 
range fighters based in Italy, struck at Austria yesterday 
in the developing campaign to bring Hitler’s southern wall 

! under the same devastating bomb fire that already has 

j burned and blackened German cities from the west. 
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower’s African headquarters 

! announced this memorable action today against the one Na- 

KOTOR WRESTED 
FROM THE FOE 
— 

Tito Says He Is Having To 
Fight MihaiJovic’s 

Clietniks 

LONDON. Oct. 25. — (/P)— Kotor, | 
Montenegro, with its landlocked 
harbor big enough to accommodate 
the entire Allied Mediterranean 

fleet, has been wrested from the 

Germans by the forces of Gen. 

Draja Mihailovic, war minister, 
the Yugoslav government at Cairo- 
announced today. 

Also claiming new successes 

against the Nazis in Yugoslavia,: 
Gen. Josip Broz known as Tito,! 
asserted in a communique that his | 
Yugoslav Partisans were locked 
in desperate combat with Gen. 
Milhailovic's Chetniks in the Mon- 
tengrin hills. 

As internecine strife reached a 

new pitch of intensity, reports 
grew that Hitler was shaping new 

moves to control he seething Bal- 
kan peninsula. 

Allied control of Kotor could be' 
significant. The port is only 120 

miles across the Adriatic from; 
Allied held Bari, Italy, and itj 
may yet play a big role in Balkan 
operations. 

Tito in his communique report- 
ed the capture of Ivanic, near 

Zagreb, the capital of Croatia, as 

well as two German strongholds 
ir. western Bosnia and declared his^ 
(Continued on Page Six; Col. 2) 
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zi area neretotore almost im- 
mune from air attack. 

The Berlin radio said the Ameri- 
can bombers also had flown in 
from Italian bases and that the 
four-engined craft had then winged 
on to Britain to make it a shuttle 
bombing, a report American Air 
Force headquarteres here declined 
to confirm or deny. 

(If the Berlin announcement is 
true, it would indicate the begin- 
ning of the fulfillment of the Allied 
promise to throw the mighty Medi- 
terranean aerial armada into an 
all-out shuttle-bombing onslaught 
on Germany in conjunction with 
the even mightier Britain-based 
fleets. 

(A recent North African an- 
nouncement said that every ad- 
vance up Italy brought the day 
closer when Italy-based bombers 
would range the farthest outposts 
of Hitler’s war industry.) 

The Germans themselves rush- 
ed out with the first accounts of 
the Australian attack picturing the 
Allied force as made up of 300 
heavy bombers and 200 fighters, 
and acknowledging heavy damage 
at one point, the Nazis said also 
that Hungary was hit, but this was ; 
not confirmed. 

The terse Allied announcement! 
said only that the attack was made,1 
by four-engined bombers escorted 
by fighters, and that heavy cloud 
formations hampered observation 
Df the damage. Obviously, how- 
ever, at least the fighters were 

Italy-based since only fighter bases: 
in Italy are within range of the! 
target. 

It was a blow that had been 
nervously expected by the enemy, 
and while it appeared to have been 
neavily effective it was even more 

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 2) 

ENEMY IN RETREAT 
Sadly Mauled German Ar- 

mv Of About 1,000,- 
000 Faces Debacle 

MATERIEL TAKEN 

enormous Quantities Of 
Booty Seized By Cic- 

torious Russians 

LONDON, Tuesday, Oct. 
26.—.(/P)—The Red Army 
crushed Germany’s powerful 
Dnieper river bend defenses 
yesterday with the capture 
of the. industrial cities of 
Dnepropetrovsk and Dnepro- 
dzerzhinsk. spun the enemy 
into a “disordered retreat” 
near Krivoi Rog, and killed 2,- 
000 Germans in a new break- 
through above the Crimea, 
Moscow said today. 

A badly mauled German 
army of perhaps 1,000,000 
faced a debacle in southern 
Russia, judging from Mos- 
cow’s disclosures and the ad- 
missions of danger emanat- 
ing from Berlin broadcasts. 

A midnight supplementary 
bulletin broadcast from Mos- 
cow said one Soviet army 
crossed the Dnieper near Kai- 
daki, 10 miles below Dnepro- 
petrovsk, while a second mov- 
ed on the city from the west. 
They smashed through elab- 
orate concrete pillboxes, and 
blockhouses to take the twin 
cities in the upper corner of 
the loop by storm, and cap- 
tured “enormous quantities” 
of war material the enemy 
had been accumulating for 
v-v-i ei 

Trap-Withln-A-T; ap 
This skilfuli springing of a "trap- 

within-a-trap” was abetted by two 
arms of a larger Soviet pincers, 
one hammering at the gates of Kri- 
voi, 85 miles to the southwest, the 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 4) 

MANY EVENTS SET 
FOR NAVAL FETE 
Parlies, Band Music And 

Dinners Arranged For 
Celebration 

A band concert, a free tele- 
phone call home for a service man, 
radio program and merchant deco- 
rations are only a few of the fea- 
tures planned for Wilmington when 
Navy Day is observed Wednesday 
under the direction of John Shee- 
han and members of his commit- 
tee. 

The complete program la aa 

follows: 
8:30 a m.—Special programs In 

all schools. 
12 noon — All Wilmington will 

pause in a moment of prayer. 
3:30 p.m.—Band concert, by the 

R. O. T. C. band on post office 

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 2) 
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ON THE HOME FRONT 
WLB Says Unions Making 

Effort To Halt Coal 
Strikes 

By The Associated Press 

Spreading coal strikes added up 
yesterday (Monday) to a net in- 
crease in the number of miners 
off the job, but the War Labor 
Board let pass its back-to-work 
deadline with an explanation that 
the union leadership is “making 
a sincere effore” to end the walk- 
outs. 

The War Labor Board, which 
on Saturday spoke of possible 
government seizure of Alabama 
mines unless the strikers return- 
ed this week-end,meanwhile at>- 

proached a decision on a propos- 
ed contract between the United 
Mine Workers and Illinois opera- 
tors. 

This contract would grant up- 
wards of $1.50 a day more to 
Illinois miners by extending their 
work day to cover underground 
travel pay. The UMW would like 
to see it applied to the whole in- 
dustry, but Appalachian operators 
oppose it vigorously. 

Reports from the field showed 
that more than 40,000 miners were 

off the job in walkouts not authori- 
zed by the international union but 
declared locally as prompted by 
the traditional union stand of re- 

fusing to work in the absence of 
a contract. 

The bulk of those staying away 

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 6) 

Senate Listens To Argu- 
ments On Post-War 

Peace Plans 

By The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON, Oct. 25.—Moving 

toward an expression of Amer- 
ica’s post war role, an attentive 
Senate listened today to opposing 
arguments that: (1) only general 
principles should be declared now, 
and (2) that the United states 
should back an international mili- 

tary force to suppress aggression. 
Joining Chairman Connally 1D- 

Tex) of the Foreign Relations 
Committee in support of an in- 
ternational peace policy resolution 
pledging United States participa- 
tion with other “free and sover- 

eign nations” to preserve the 
peace. Senator Vandenberg (R- 
Mich) declared: 

“Here and now we assert our 

faith and purpose but we with- 
hold our blueprints until we are 

at grips with the realities of to- 

morrow and the disclosure of in- 
tentions of others.” 

Urging adoption of an amend- 
ment explicitly empowering the 
use of military force in preserving 
peace, Senator Ball (R-Minn) said 
if the proposal, sponsored by 13 

Senators, is not adopted, “the odds 
ai against preventing World War 
III.” 

The House Ways and Means 

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 8) 

Troops of the Red army, having smashed through the German lines around Kiev, advance through 
a battered village to clash with the Nazis. Late dispatches indicate that the final assault against the 
Ukranian capital has started. At the southern end of the line, the Nazis are retreating from the Crimea 
to escape encvirclemcnt, and heavy fighting is going on in Melitopol. (International Radiopholo) 

Community 

War Chest Facts 
^____«*Jj 

The Community War j 
Chest is a federation of 
17 war related philan- 
thropies of the National 
War fund and 11 local 
welfare agencies whose 

programs have universal 
appeal to all contributors 
on behalf of the United 
Nations for the members 
of the Merchant Marines. 
The Community War 
Chest campaign opens in 
Wilmington and New 
Hanover county during 
the week of November 
eighth. 

Kirke Simpson Says: 

Desperate Germans Race 
From Dnieper Bend Area 
A desperate Nazi race for safety 

from the Dnieper bend is underway 
with the onsurging Red Army’s 
bastion at the upper elbow of the 
great river loop. 

Deep in the center of the bend 
and closing in on Krivoi Rog junc- 
tion, other Russian columns ex- 

ploiting the Kremenchug break- 
through threaten to cut oft the 
Nazi forces from escape A dis- 
aster greater than Stalingrad is 
in the making for the Germans j 
hurrying southwestward over in- 

adequate reads to slip through, 
the 50-mile gap above the lower 
arm of the river bend. 

There appears no doubt htat the 
Nazis have started evacuating the 
whole Dnieper plateau and the 
Crimean peninsula. The Kremen- 
chug bulge break-through, follow- 
ed by Russian capture of Melitv- 
pol to threaten the last exits from 
the Crimea, has apparently collap- 
sed the whole German right flank 
in Russi=u 

The retreat could become a rout. 
The Nazi high command, hoping 
for exhaustion of the Russian of- 
fensive, appears to have held on 
too long. 

There are grave political por- 
tents, too, in the situation in the 
south for the German high com- 
mand. If the Nazis are thrown 
back to the Bug river for another 
stand—and th^ Bug is the only 
naturally strong position available 
west of the southern Dnieper — 

the battlefront in Russia would 
lie within 100 miles of Rumanian 
frontiers. It would be within bom- 
bing range of the most vital Nati 
war making nerve, the Rumanian 
oil fields and installations 

What that will do to Rumanian 
and Bulgarian war morale, already 
at a low ebb, can only be conjec- 
tured. There can be little doubt, 
however, that both Nazi satellite 
states, with Russian forces that 
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