
Served By Leased Wire Of The dfiifudfd 
ASSOCIATED PHESS lltntnBtll 

«" Al® FEAI0MS„, PEARL HARROR 
With Compleie Coverage Of 
Slate And National News AND BATAAN 

VOL 76.—NO. 257--- WILMINGTON, N. C., SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1943 FINAL EDITION ESTABLISHED 1867 

Nazi Supply 
Funnels Hit 
By Air Raid 
killed Heavy Bombers 

Range Far And Wide 
Over Continent 

noose is closing 

German Armies In Italy 
Fed By Vital Rail- 

way Branches 

! LONDON, Nov. 12.—(JP)— 
With a brilliant 48-hour burst 

o{ coordinated air power, Al- 

lied heavy bombers ranging 
thousands of miles from both 

British and Mediterranean 
ba^s closed a strangling grip 
today around the three most 

important supply funnels 

feeding the German armies 
embattled in Italy. 

In a 1,400-mile round-trip 
mission, RAF heavy bombers 
]a?t night crossed the whole 
0f France to smash the coas- 

tal Riviera railway in the vi- 
it _j. 
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DEBATE ON TAXES 
WILL BEGIN SOON 

Proposed Increases In Liq- 
uor Levy May Be 

Main Topic 
WASHINGTON, Nov. 12.—UP)— 

House debate on the new $2,142,- 
£00.000 tax bill will begin Novem- 
ber 22 with proposed increases in 
liquor excises and postal rates 
likely to be the main target of 
Congressional criticism. 

As Speaker Rayburn (D-Tex) 
set the date today for the bills 
first test on the floor, indications 
were that the legislation will be 
tossed to the Senate with little, if 
any, change. The second wartime 
revenue measure was approved 
last night by the House Ways and 
Means committee. 

When the measure reaches the 
Senate side, the Administration 
probably will renew efforts in be- 
half of its $10,500,000,000 addition- 
al revenue program which the 
committee repudiated. 

Some tax leaders want to take 
the legislation to the House floor 
under a closed rule which would 
permit only amendments offered 
by the committee. Representative 
Knutson, of Minnesota, Ways and 
Means Republican leader, sup- 

ported this idea, saying “You 
can’t write a new tax bill on the 
House floor.” 

However, Representative Hart- 

ley (R-NJ), ranking minority 
member of the House Postoffice 
committee, called for an open rule 
to permit an amendment striking 
from the bill a section placing 
higher postal rates on some 

classes of mail. He said the postal 
rates should be referred to the 
Postoffice committee “for proper 
consideration.” 

Representative Celler (D-NY) 
indicated he would battle the com- 

mittee’s boost in the excise on 

liquor, from $6 to $9 a gallon. He 
contended the increase would re- 

turn “bootlegging and hi-jacking.” 
The Congress of Industrial Or- 

ganizations previously protested 
against any rule that would pro- 
hibit free presentation of amend- 
ments on the floor and contended 
the bill failed to place adequate 
taxes on “large incomes, unprec- 
edented corporate profits and 

large estates.” 
A closed rule has prevailed on 

a number of previous tax bills. 
The committee bill makes vir- 

tually no changes in the burdens 

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 5) 

OP A UNIT CITES 
SIX GROCERYMEN 

Investigators Show Many 
Violations Of Ration- 

ing Rules 

Operators of six local groceries, 
who have been charged with price 
ceiling violations, will appear be- 
fore T. Nelson Parker, acting hear- 

ing commissioner of Richmond, 
Va., at a hearing to be held Tues- 

day, November 16, starting at 9 
a.m. in the rationing office, ac- 

cording to information disclosed 
late Friday by Frank P. Spruill, 
Jr., associate enforcement attor- 
ney of the Raleigh district office, 
Office of Price Administration. 

Mr. Spruill is one of the thir- 
teen investigators in Wilmington 
for a two-week enforcement drive 
which started Friday and which is 
headed by Norman C. Shepard, dis- 
trict enforcement attorney, and 
Walter A, Kavanaugh, district 
price executive. 

Theodore S. Johnson, district di- 
rector, ordered the drive af t e r 

many complaints of price viola- 
tion and requests for large scale 
action had been received by the 

Raleigh OPA office as well as the 
local War Price and Rationing Of- 
fice. 

"me drive, said ivir. uonnson, 
is being opened because the influx 
of new business houses, war work- 
ers, and others in the vital de- 
fense area have brought about 
wide-spread price violations, send- 
ing the cost of living to a high lev- 
el. The president has ordered that 
the cost of living be held down 
and it’s OPS’s job to see that 
price violations are given strict 
enforcement action.” 

The merchants upon whom a no- 

tice of nearing has been served 
are charged with selling rationed 
food above ceiling prices, failing 
to post prices, or failing to post 
correct point values. Notices will 
be served on oth( merchants Sat- 
urday to appear ,Wednesday and 
following days. 

“Mr. Parker wiU hear the evi- 
dence and decide 'if there were 

violations, and if so, if these are 

of the nature to suspend their right 
to deal with commodities,” said 
Mr. Spruill. “The merchant will 
then be given an issue of suspen- 

sion which will prevent his buy- 
ing or selling such rationed pro- 
ducts.” 

This investigation is namely of 

food including processed food, ra- 

tioned meat, fish, fats, and cheese. 
This is not an OPA investigation 
but an administrative hearing set 

up under the Second War Power 
Act which was passed and ap- 

proved in 1942. 

WEATHER 
FORECAST: 

NORTH CAROLINA: Partly cloudy and 
moderately cool today. 

(Eastern Standard Time) 
(Bv U. S. Weather Bureau) 

Meteorological data for the 24 hours 
ending 7:30 p. m„ yesterday. 

Temperature 
1-30 a. m„ 36, 7:30 a. m., 33, 1:30 

Ip. m., 52, 7:30 p. m 4{L 56, 

| Minimum 31, ^44. formal 57. 

1-30 a. m„ 60, 7:30 a. m., 87, 1:30 

c m., 29, 7:30 p. m., 54. 
p precipitation 

Total for the 24 hours ending 7:30 

P* 
Total “smcfthf first of the month, 

0 6J i-tCieSR-43 a. m.. Sunset, 5:10 p. m. 

MS^iSeFea8r“ri|er “°^eSeai J4Ht’eViUe 
on Friday, at 8 a. m„ 9.39 feet. 

Tides for Today High gLow 
Wilmington JJ-JJJ; 5;51p. 

Masonboro Inlet 8:20a. 2:03a. 

Moore’s Inlet ... 8:25a. 2:08p. 

New Topsail Inlet S:30a. 2:13a. 

(Elmore s) — -iardl 
(All times Eastern Standard) 
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Foe Attacks 
Fiercely In 
feSian Hills 
_ 

Rains And Snow Aid 
f ̂uermans In Strong 
|f Assaults 

ALL DRIVES REPELLED 

Clark’s Americans Push 
On Despite Weather 

Conditions 

ALLIED HEADQUAR- 
TERS, ALGIERS, Nov. 12.— 

(JP)—Aided by a cold rain in 
the lower areas and by snow 

in. the Apennine mountains, 
German troops are counterat- 
tacking fiercely and continu- 
ously in an effort to regain 
strategic heights won by Lt. 
Gen. Mark W. Clark’s Fifth 
Army fighters near Mignano 
on the enemy’s strongly-for- 
tified “winter line” across 

Italy. 
Every Nazi thrust has 

been thrown back with losses 
in killed and captured, Allied 
headquarters reported today, 
and Clark’s Americans have 
pushed on amid the frightful 
weather conditions to seize 
one more commanding fea- 
ture on the slopes of Mt. Ca- 
mino near Mignano. 

n»ut>u uaiu nureu 

This, however, was the only Al- 
lied gain reported from yester- 
day’s fighting, which consisted 
mainly .of clashes between rival 
patrols the length of die 80-mile 
front. Gen. Sir Bernard L. Mont- 
gomery’s Eighth Army exchanged 
artillery fire with the enemy across 
the Sangro river near the Adriatic, 
but for the first time in weeks re- 
ported no advances. Enemy mines 
and demolitions continued to plague 
the Allies. 

(A German communique claim- 
ed that a powerful counterattack 
had driven Clark’s troops from a 
hill position south of Mignano. 
“American troops west of the Vol- 
tumo, despite heavy losses, are 

continuing for days their unsuccess- 
ful attacks on our hill positions,” 
the communique added.) 

Liberators of the New Fifteenth 
Army Air Force sustained their 
campaign to isolate German troops 
in Italy from their sources of sup- 
plies and reinforcements beyond 
the Alps. One of their principal 
targets yesterday was a ballbear- 
ing factory at Annecy in southeast- 
ern France—the fourth such tar- 
get in Axis territory to be bombed 
recently. The other principal at- 
tack was aimed at the already- 
sustained mainline railway from 
France. At Antheor on the French 
Riviera, 15 miles west of Cannes. 

There also was widespread Allied 
air activity over the front and be- 
hind the lines in Italy. American 
Spitfires shot down two enemy 
fighters and British Spitfires de- 
stroyed a Nazi observation plane. 

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 6) 

MANY NAZIS DIE 
IN LEROS FIGHT 

British And Italians Bat- 
tle Invading German 

CAIRO, Nov. 12.—(A?)—Hundreds 
if Germans were killed securing 
beachheads in a Nazi invasion of 
the British-held Aegean island of 
Leros today as British and pro- 
allied Italians fought side by side 
in a grim battle to throw the in- 
vaders back into the sea. 

An Allied communique said a 

lumber of German landing craft, 
each believed to carry about 100 
soldiers, were sunk by the defend- 
ers and many others damaged as 

several of the landing attempts 
were fought off. 

Other German landing parties 
were more successful, however, 
succeeding in setting foot on the 
island, principally in the north- 
eastern corner at Pasta di Sotto 
and Appetici. The Allied commu- 

nique added that these detach- 
ments “are being dealt with.” 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 4) 

RUSSIAN CA VALRY DRIVING 
ON TO ZHITOMIR AS ENEMY 
IS PUSHED TOWARD POLAND 

Kiev Citizens Welcome Their Liberators 

A citizen of liberated Kiev, capital of the Ukraine, shakes hands with a Russian soldier near the 
city’s opera house, one of the few buildings overlooked by the Nazi demolition squads. The Soviets’ 
revered “Mother of Cities” was left in ruins hy the Germans before the Red army offensive freed 
this third largest city in Russia after two years of Nazi occupation. (International Radiophoto). 

Catroux Will Intervene 
In Lebanon Arguments 

LONDON, Nov. 12—{£>)—The French Committee of 
National Liberation, headed by Gen. Charles de Gaulle, 
announced tonight a few hours after the British govern- 
ment urged it to smooth the strife in Lebanon, that it was 

sending Gen. Georges Catroux, commissioner of state, to 
Beirut with full power to settle the situation. 

Disturbances already were flaring in the streets of 
Beirut, capitol of Lebanon, a Beirut dispatch reported, say- 
ing that French tanks and armored cars appeared this 

wxxrVion onCrv mnhc r?cm_ 

CONFUSION SEEN 
IN BALKAN AREA 

Carpatho-Ukraine Province 
Reported Near State 

Of Chaos 

LONDON, Nov. 12—UP—A state 
of near choas in the Carpartho- 
Ukraine, easternmost province of 
Hungary and formerly the south- 
eastern tip of Czechoslovakia, was 

reported today by the Czech gov- 
ernment in London as Premier 
Nicolas Kallay of Hungary fer- 
vently appealed to his country- 
men for suppression of anti-Axis 
outbreaks. 

The guerrillas, many of whom 
were brilliantly led by onetime 
Hungarian officers, were making 
widespread raids throughout the 
Carpatho-Ukraine and the entire 
area was fermenting, with hun- 
dreds of arrests made, Czech ac- 

counts, said, even though Russian 
armies which might eventually aid 
them were still over 300 mile* 
away. 

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 8) 

Community 

War Chest Facts 

The Dutch War Relief pro- 
vides medical aid, food and 
clothing to relieve suffering and 
other distresses among the peo- 
ple of the Netherlands and its 
conquered possessions, its re- 

fugees and stranded citizens in 
other countries. 

Aid and comfort are also giv- 
en to the 20,000 Dutch seamen 
who still are sailing a Dutch 
merchant marine of 2,000,000 
carrying supplies to our own 

forces abroad and those of our 

allies. 
This is just one of the 27 

agencies included in the Com- 
munity War Chest. 

*. 

1 

onstrated against the arrest of the 
Lebanese president, premier and 
several cabinet members—the im- 
mediate spark of the crisis. 

The dispatch said French armed 
forces opened fire on the mobs 
with machine-guns, killing several 
civilians, and that a grenade was 

hurled at a tank, which burnt out. 
The committee’s announcemenl 

of Catroux’ departure, issued in 
Algiers, was the first official rec- 

ognition there of the troubled Leb- 
anese situation. 

President Roosevelt’s arbitration 
of the dispute over the little east- 
ern Mediterranean republic’s at- 
tempt to attain full sovereignty in- 
dependent of the French mandate 
was proposed today by the British- 
owned Cairo newspaper, Bourse 
Egyptienne. 

Following its protest against the 
French action, taken without Brit- 
ish knowledge, the London govern- 
ment instructed Sir Harold Alfred 
MacMillan, British commander-in- 
chief in Palestine, to pursue the 
matter with the French Committee 
of National Liberation. 

The French delegation in Cairo, 
making the first official French 
statement on the situation, pub- 
lished a communique tonight ex- 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 7) 

100 TOWNS SEIZED 
Horsemen Used To By-Pass 

And Surprise Ger- 
man Forces 

KOROSTYSHEV TAKEN 

Nazi Flotilla SmasKed 
While Trying Crimean 

Evacuation 

LONDON, Saturday, Nov.- 
13. _ (fi>) — The Russians 
threw their cavalry into their 
semi-circular offensive from 
Kiev yesterday, reaching to 
within 15 miles of the rail 
junction of Zhitomir and 
capturing 100 towns as they 
steadily pushed the Nazis 
nearer to the pre-war Polish 
border, Moscow said today. 

The early morning com- 

munique, broadcast by Mos- 
cow and recorded by the So- 
viet monitor, said cavalry 
was used to by-pass and sur- 

prise the Germans as the 
Russians captured Korosty- 
shev on the main railway 
from captured Kiev to the 
rail junction objective of 
Zhitomir. Twenty-four guns, 
300 trucks and other war 

supplies were taken, along 
with prisoners. 

Soviet troops, fighting 
northeast of Kerch, in an as- 

sault on the blockaded Cri- 
mea, smashed a Nazi flotilla 
trying to evacuate the beaten 
Germans and sent them to 
their death by drowning. On 
land, 1,500 German bodies 
were left strewn on the bat- 
tlefield. 

Much Equipment Captured 
Soviet forces also captured a 

huge quantity of equipment —26 
guns, 14 mortars, 70 machine guns, 
more than 1,500 rifles and other 
war material—and took many pris- 
oners in the Kerch peninsula bat- 
tle. the war bulletin said. 

South of Rechitsa, where the 
Russians were pushing into the 
Pripet marshes, to try to shut the 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 3) 
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U. S. Destroyer Beatty 
Lost In Mediterranean 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 12. — (/P) 
Loss of the destroyer Beatty in 
the Mediterranean as a result of 
aerial bombing was announced to- 
day by the Navy. 

The 1700-ton Beatty went down 
November 6, but no details were 

given about the attack by German 
planes. 

The sinking brings to 12 the 
number of naval vessels lost in the 
Mediterranean and to 129 all Am- 
erican naval losses since the war 
started. 

Communique No. 482: 
“Mediterranean: 
“1. The destroyer U. S. S. Beatty 

was sunk in the Mediterranean on 

November 6, 1943, as a result of 
enemy aircraft action. The next 
of kin of the casualties aboard the 
Beatty have been notified.” 

The Beatty was the fourth de- 
stroyer announced lost this week. 

Kirke Simpson Says: 

Crisis In Lebanon May 
Create Serious Trouble 

Coming on top of the still some- 

what mysterious retirement of 
General Giraud from the French 
Committee of National Liberation, 
the French-Arab political crisis 
in Lebanon is likely to increase 
gravely the already considerable 
tension in Allied relations with 
the committee. 

That there is tension was evi- 
dent this week when Prime Min- 
ister Churchill pointedly warned 
the committee, now dominated by 
General de Gaulle, that in Al- 
lied eyes it is not the owner, but 
the trustee of the title deeds of 
France.” That came even before 
announcement of the Giraud re- 

signation from the committee, and 
before there was any intimation 
of the committee-sponsored action 
in Lebanon that has now drawn 
a sharp warning from Downing 
street. 

Britain, in protesting French ar- 
rest of the Lebanese Government 

\ 

1 ■ ■■ 

and Parliament, has told the com- 
mittee it “would not permit dis- 
orders in the Lebanon area.” 

Behind that lies primarily mili- 
tary rather than political circum- 
starices. Lebanon and the rest of 
the Levant states are still in the 
zone of Mediterranean military 
operations, possibly if not prob- 
able bases of operation in the 
event of extension of Allied in- 
vasion activities to the Balkans 
or the Aegean theater. 

Allied leadership can no more 
permit activities of the French 
committee to inflame the Arab 
world or cause behind-the-line dis- 
orders in the Levant at this stage 
of the war than General Eisen- 
hower could permit the controver- 
sy between the de Gaulle and 
Giraud factions in French North 
Africa to interfere with his plans 
for the invasion of Sicily and 

(Contlnned on Page Six; Col. 
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America Given Warning 
Of Underestimating Foe 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 12.- UP) — 

Army intelligence, firing a set of 
figures at optimism, said today 
that Germany and Japan are still 
so strong, so well stocked and sit- 
uated, that if we take things too 
easy “we may find that our op- 
portunity for victory” has vanish- 
ed. 

In fact, said General George V. 
Strong, acting chief of the Mili- 
tary Intelligence Division, in a re- 

port released on Capitol Hill, the 
Germans are stronger now than 
in 1939 and the real fight against 
the Japanese is only starting. 

“Our main advantage in the 
struggle is our ability to produce 
weapons,” he said. “If, through 
unwillingness to face facts, we 

give up this advantage, if through 
overoptimism we slow down pro- 
duction and relax our efforts, we 

may find that our opportunity for 
victory has escaped us perman- 
ently.” 

Strong’s review, stacking up 
point by point the things still 
blocking the roads to Berlin and 
Tokyo, previously had been given 
to House members in secret ses- 

sion. 
If presented the same danger- 

in-relaxing case he argued last 
September before a conference of 
Industrial and labor leaders and 
newspaper executives, and its re- 
lease anew and in detail, gave 
emphasis through repetition. 

Starting with Germany, here is 
what Strong emphasized, on the 
basis of reports to military intel- 
ligence officers: 

Fighting manpower — the Nazis 

have more than 300 well trained 
divisions. (At full strength this 
would mean 4,500,000 men.) Rus- 
sia is keeping three-fourths of Hit- 
ler’s army busy. 

Production manpower and wo- 

manpower — Employment in the 
Reich’s essential war industries 
stands at 35,000,000 now as com- 

pared with 23,000,000 in 1939. 
Food—Supplies are far better 

than in the last war. 

New weapons — German inven- 
tiveness has turned up many new 

models of tanks, self propelled 
guns, rocket guns and some other 
equipment better than the Allies’. 

Oil—Stocks have decreased but 
Germany can lay hands on more 

than enough. The Ploesti raid was 

a severe, but not fatal, blow. 
Other important fields—An ex- 

cellent position on steel, heavy 
output of coal, and rubber pro- 
duction soon to meei almost all 
needs for 202,000 tons of synthet- 
ic a year. 

General Strong named the Ger- 
man air force as the weakest link 
in Hitler’s chain about Europe, 
but even here he cautioned that 
aircraft production gained 25 per 
cent during the first half of 1943 
and that while losses since July 
have exceeded the rate of pro- 
duction, the heavy attrition rate 
will have to be maintained. 

And he added that while Ham- 
burg has been virtually eliminat- 
ed and the Ruhr valley produc- 
tion was decreased by 30 per cent 
last May and June. German dis- 
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alter Lippmann Says: 

Germans May Be Afraid 
T o Surrender To Allies 
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thus become able to surrender to 

the Allies. 

Why then do they not kill him 
now and surrender before the 
other great cities of Germany are 

devastated and before Germany it- 

self is invaded? This question 
must have been pondered deeply 
by the German generals ever since 
the tide turned decisivly against 
them this past summer. They 
know perfectly well that the more 

they retreat in Russia and in Italy, 
the harder it becomes to defend 
Germany itself from the air at- 
tack. Therefore they cannot be 
shortening their lines, as generals 
might have done before the advent 
of air power, in order to strengthen 
a concentrated defense of Germa- 
ny. In modern war no nation can 

defend itself on its own frontier. 
A very possible, and indeed prob- 

able, explanation of the German 

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 4) 

3 JAP WARSHIPS 
SENT TO BOTTOM 

BY NA VY PLANES 
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC ALLIED 

HEADQUARTERS, Saturday, Nov. 
13.— UP) —Navy planes from air- 
craft carriers and land based 
bombers—a raiding force of more 
than 200 — sank three Japanese 
warships and damaged 12 others 
at Rabaul Thursday while the en- 
emy expended 64 planes in four 
frantic but unsuccessful attempts 
to sink the carriers 

An enemy cruiser and two de- 
stroyers were sent to the bottom 
of Rabaul’s harbor, a cruiser and 
11 destroyers were damaged and 
24 Japanese interceptors were 
shot out of the sky during a 

sive assault which opened Wednes- 
day night and extended into Thurs- 
day’s daylight hours. 

Then, as the navaJ task force 
was withdrawing, the Japanese 
made their supreme efforts to de- 
liver mortal blows ai the carriers. 
Their medium bombers and tor- 
pedo planes were sc consistently 
cut down by anti-aircraft of the 
ships and covering Allied planes 
that none of the planes in the 
first three waves scored a single 
direct hit on the vessels, head- 
quarters said, and the fourth 

wave never even reached thei’ 
target. 

General MacArthur’s sp< 
man said light damage wap 

tained by some warships Y 
sea worthiness of none r 

paired. There we're min- 
ties among the person’ t 

The heavy smash at ** 
stronghold on which Japan’s 
tering South Pacific position hing- 
es was the work of the airforce 
of Adm. William F. Halsey. 

Dauntless divebombers, Aveng- 
er torpedo bombers and land-bas- 
ed Liberators loosed the new dev- 
astation on Rabaul, protected by 
Hellcat fighters from the carriers. 

Land-based fighters covered the 
aircraft carriers and their escort- 
ing ships. In all the actions, 17 
Allied planes were losi against the 
Japanese plane toll of 88. Some 
of the Allied pilots were saved. 

Aerial photos taken prior to the 
new raid—the latest in a series 
which have dealt crushing blows, 
particularly among the cruisers, 
at Rabaul — showed 23 Japanese 
(Continued on Page Six; Col. 7) 


