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Gen. Marshal] 
Tied-Up With 
StrikeJ)laim 
'High Official1 Said Laboi 

Troubles Were Aiding 
Our Enemy 

WASHINGTON. Jan. 3 —WPi— 
General George C. Marshall vvai 

linked publicly tonight with th< 
New Year’s Eve statement tha' 
L’. S. labor troubles have hurt the 
Allies; President Roosevelt was 
described as thinking "along the 
same lines;” and AFL Presidenl 
William Green challenged Mar- 
shall "or any one else” to prove 
such a thesis. 

It was Green who named Mar- 
shall in connection with the origin- 
ally anonymous warning that rail 
and steel strike threats may have 
delayed victory by providing grist 
{or the Axis propaganda mill. 
Green said that the Army chief 
of staff was reported to have 
made the statements 

"We challenge General Marshall 
or anyone else to prove that the 
record of America's soldiers of 

production provides an effective 
propaganda weapon for the ene- 

my.” sand Green in a statement. 
The White House did not identi- 

fy Marshall as the source of the 
remarks. Stephen Early, Presi- 
dential secretary, contented him- 
se!i with saying that the source 

was a "little bit more military” 
tt-io PrpsiHpnt. 

Asked if it was proper to deduce 
that the President had been ad- 
vicing to some extent the view 
oi the anonymous authority, early 
replied: 

“I don’t know whether there is 
any relation or connection. One 
probably is a little bit more mili- 
tary than the other, you see. That 
is his responsibility, entirely and 
completely, and so is it the Presi- 
dent’s as commander-in-chief. 

“I don’t think they are connect- 
ed or related except as they seem 

to iYive been thinking along the 
same lines.” 

Green’s vigorous challenge, 
which also contained a sharp blast 
at gjveq^neut officials for their 
handling of the labor situation, 
climaxed a day of swirling de- 
velopments arising from the publi- 
cation of the statement. 

Reverberations were heard in 
Congress, several members criti- 
cising the anonymous statement in 
terms ranging from “unfortunate” 
to 'insulting”. There were de- 
mands for investigations, but the 
Senate Truman committee which 
’.""wres into a number of things 
relating to the war effort, said the 
matter was simply none of its 
business. 

At Pittsburgh. President Philip 
Murray declared in a telegram to 
War Production Board Chairman 
Ronald Nelson, with a copy to 
Gen Marshall, that more than 
S'1 million tons of steel were pour- 
s’’ at the enemy last year. He 
added: 

"There must be little ‘psycho- 
logical comfort’ for the enemy in 
this amazing record. When our 

bombers fly over Europe they 
drop steel encased bombs and not 
psychology. 

“In making reference to psycho- 
logy I am referring particularly 
to the term used by the unnamed 
‘high Washington official’ in his 
recent irresponsible attack on this 
organization.” 

Murray declared the steel in- 

(Contlnued on Page Five; Col. 4) 
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VESSEL BLOWS-UP 
IN NEW YORK BAY 

NEW YORK, Jan. 3. — {JP) — 

A United States destroyer blew 
apart near the entrance of Lower 
Lew York Bay today with a blast 
to terrific that it hurled men and 
guns into the sea. 

The blazing ship sank in 40 min- 
Ules as Coast Guard craft edged 
tn her side to rescue 163 men, in- 
ceding 108 injured. 

Hours after the first blast, which 
occurred at 6:18 a. m. (EWT), the 

avy said the cause had not yet 
ccn determined. There was no 

announcement regarding loss of 
but destroyers in wartime 

®“n'y crews ranging from 150 to 
-00 men. 

| 
The blast, breaking windows a- 

thore and arousing thousands of 
Metropolitan New Yorkers from 
their beds, ripped the ship as she 
"as preparing to get underway 
*;x mUes northeast of Sandy Hook, 
*'• T, and just a few miles off 
honey Island, N. Y., naval spokes- 
men said. 

Aii eye-witness said another ex- 
plosion split her in two” about 
live minutes after the vessel was 
abandoned at 7:05 a. m. It sank 
a short time later. 

Tiie spokesmen gave no indica- 
hon ,,f whether the sinking could 
he attributed to a torpedo attack, 
a mine or an accident. 

Survivors told graphic stories 
h crewmen manning hoselines to 
Tsht the fire, despite explosions 
(Continued on Page Three; Col. 5) | 

[ Nation Now Has World s 

Largest, Best Air Force 
Arnold Says Aim Of His Command Is To 

Make Invasion Cheap As Possible 
By Tlje Associated Press 

General H. h. Arnold, chief of 
Army Air Forces, said today the 
primary aim ol his command “is 
to make the coming invasion dt 
Germany as economical as pos- 
sible by drastically reducing the 
war potential of the third Reich 
and its Satellites.” 

its Into a repo-t on the operations 
| and history of the Ail Forces, Ar- 
nold put these statements: 

“Our strategic air plan is pre- 
dicated on the fundamental fact 
that our bombcis can fly deep into 
enemy territory drop and effective 
load of bombs, ana return to base 
without losses disproportionate to 
the damage accomplished. We 
have proved that we can do this.” 

The near future likely will de- 

| termine ‘the survival or destruc- 
tion” of the Germai air force as 
an effective agency The destruc- 
tion of the enemy ’z fig liter 
strength is aimecj at through two 
methods—the bombing of fighter 
plane manufacturing plants and 
the destruction oi planes in the 
air in battle with Allied bombers. 

The United States now has "the 

world’s largest air force,” manngs 
by 2,385,000 ofLcers and men. y 

The War Production Boarr" 
145,000 planes scheduled {/' 
duction during the nest 15 rm 

“Those persons v;ho think t.. 
after the costly and 1ime-consum-; 
ing defeat of Germany we can by 
simple order fly our planes to 
China, bomb Tokyo and bring Jap- 
an to her kne-:s, do not yet under- 
stand the need for vast supply 
lines, well-equipped bases and 
planes built to fight under entirely 
different conditions from those 
that prevail over Europe.” 

» When Japanese planes flew in 
over American air fields on the 
Hawaiian and Philippine islands 
on December ", 1S41, we had a to- 
tal of 526 planes suited for com- 
bat in defense of the islands 
“within a few hours that number 
was reduced to 176 

The Air Transport Command 
now has 110,000 miles of routes. 
A chart discloses such new and 
remote routes as one running 
northward to Baffin Land at the 

(Continued on Page Five; Col. 6) 

ADDITIONAL COAL 
EXPECTED TODAY 

Camp Davis Releases 100 
Tons For Wilmington 

Dealers 

Additional coal for heat starv- 

ed Wilmington homes is expect- 
ed to be available today, if users 

will come get it dealers believed 

last night, following an announce- 

ment by the Camp Davis public 
relations office that officials at the 

post have released 100 tons of coal 

to help combat the acute fuel 

shortage here. 
Meanwhile, the fuel oil shortage 

prej>lerr> appeared graver. One 

large fuel dealer reported that the 

January oil quota just received 

Monday permits only one-third of 

his normal sales during this 

month. 
The dealer estimated that the 

normal sale of fuei oil in Wil- 
mington by all retailers amounts 
to more than l.OOO.OCO gallons per 
month. 

The two railway carloads of 
coal furnished for sale through 
all coal companies in Wilmington 
by Camp Davis was released on 

an emergency basis, the public 
relations officer said. “Local com- 

panies are required to replenish 
this amount to Camp Davis when 
the coal supply becomes plentiful 
in Wilmington again,” he said. 

As immediate relief from the 
acute coal shortage here was in 

sight, coal dealers renewed their 
appeal to the public to be patient. 
It was said that because of re- 

ports of the shortage the “public 
has become frantic. Some persons 
are believed to be coming to the 
coal yard twice in a day for sup- 
plies, and are hoarding it.” 

Coal dealers are apparently 
making every effort to obtain 

supplies of coal here and have 
the assurance from'the Solid Fuels 
Administration general director 
for this territory that approxi- 
mately 5,700 tons will be shipped 
here for distribution through all 
retail merchants in about seven 

days. 
One fuel retailer said the Camp 

Davis allotment of coal will “help 
a whole lot. It should give at 
least 1,000 persons some coal in 
bags.” 

PIPELINE OKEH 
EXPECTED SOON 

The positive, final word of the 

War Production Board on the 

question of the water pipeline to 

King’s Bluff is still pending. The 
answer may be several days off. 

But Steve Burns of the Priorities 
Division of the Federal Works 

Agency, Washington, reported at 

noon on Monday: “I don’t think 
there is any question but that the 

project will be approved.” 
It is understood that the War 

Production Board was engaged in 
making final checks on the mat- 
ter Monday morning. 

Mr. Burns revealed that he is 

expecting the answer at any time. 
The Federal Works Agency is 

the intermediary between the city 
and the War Production Board, 
and it is through that agency that 
the final answer will be filed. 
After WPB indicated two weeks 
ago that it was agreeable to grant- 
ing the priorities necessary for 
the extended line, provided cer- 

tain changes in the routing were 

effected, FWA made the required 
revisions and re-submitted the 
data for WPB’s consideration. 

!n: c. vote laws 
HELD/ EQUATE 

Legislature Will Not Have 
To Pass Service Vot- 

ing Bill 
RALEIGH, Jan. 3. —{JP)— Gover-; 

nor Broughton today reiterated his 
statement that the North Carolina 
election laws, as amended by the 
1943 general assembly, provide 
adequately for voting by service- 
men and women. 

The Governor said that the laws 
provide for voting in primaries 
and for voting and registration for 
general elections. The only point 
that there is some doubt about, 
he said, is whether or not service- 
nmn can register fog primaries. 
Tnis matter will be ruled upon by 
the attorney general, he said, but 
it is thought that the laws cover 
this point too. 

Governor Broughton again said 
that there is no need to call a 

special session of the legislature to 
set up facilities for voting' by ser- 

vicemen as that has already been 
done. 

His statement followed one by 
Governor Ellis Arnall of Georgia, 
in which the Georgia chief ex- 

ecutive called a special session! 
of that state’s legislature” to 
enable some 250,000 Georgians in 
the service” to vote this year, and 

adding that Georgia then “will 
have become the first state in the 
union to fulfill its obligations to the 
men and women in the service.” 

Governor Broughton had no com- 

ment on Arnall’s claim that “Geor- 
gia would then be first” to set up 
Noting machinery for its citizens 
in the armed forces, but merely 
said that North Carolina already 
has made such provisions. 

Some time ago Senator Bailey 
asked Governor Broughton to call 
a special session to provide vot- 

ing facilities for service men. At 
that time the Governor and other 
state officials stated that existing 
laws are adequate and that “no 
further legislation is needed.” 

In a digest of absentee voting 
laws issued recently by Secretary 
of State Thad Eure, who is res- 

ponsible under Federal statute for 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 5) 

Recreational Training 
Institute Planned Here ' 

The Municipal Recreation de- 

partment, in cooperation with vari- 
ous local organizations and busi- 
nesses, is sponsoring a City-wide 
Training institute, to be under the 
direction of Miss Helen Dauncey, 
staff member ol the National Rec- 
reation association, during the 
week of January 10, it was an- 

nounced Monday afternoon by Jes- 
se A. Reynolds, .director of the 
department. 

Sessions will be held for a two- 
hour period each morning at the 
Sorosis clubroi rp, with the excep- 
tion of Tuesday and Wednesday, 
when discussions will take place 
at Woodrow Wilson hut, in back 
of City Hall. 

A committee has been organized 
to represent organizations and 
business establishments through- 
out the community Plans for fu- 
ture operation and a policy for the 
City Training institute was dis- 
cussed at a meeting of the Train- 
ing committee in City Hall Mon- 
day afternoon, headed by Mr. 
Reynolds, chairman. 

Reynolds pointed out that the 
program under way was also de- 
signed for parents and organiza- 
tions who at a later date may 
become affiliated witn recreational 
leadership The program is also 
[or those who would like a full 
conception of first hand informa- 

k 

tion as to what they should do in 
relation to recreational activities, 
rather than talk about what should 
be done. 

Members ol the present Leader- 
ship Training Institute committee 
are Mrs. Helen C'. Jones, Girl 
Scouts; Henry Emory, housing au- 

thority; Herbert Senna, housing au- 
thority; ““uningtom, Y. M. 
C. A.; the Rev. Sankey Lee Blan- 
ton, Ministerial union; David Dar- l 
den, Recreatio,. committee; James 
Lawson, Recreation committee; 
Mrs. J. D Freeman P.-T. A.; the 
Rev. Walter Freed, Council of So- 

1 

cial Agencies, Storer Ware, ship- 
yard; John Sheehan service clubs; 
H. M. Wellort, defense commit- 
tees; Louis Poisson, O.C.D.; Ed- 
gar L. Yow, Juvenile court; Mrs. 
C. Wayne Spencer, Sorosis; Miss 
Dorothy Forces, Junior Sorosis; 
Miss Sue Ellen Ray, First Baptist : 

church; A. C. Nichds, City man- 

ager; John Hope, Star-News; Cora J 

Preston, High School and volun- 
teers; Mrs. Benj M. Washburn, ) 

Thalians, Mrs C. D Maffitt, Wood- 
row Wilson Kut volunteers and 
Catholic Daughters of America; J. i 
Fred Rippy, City Planning unit; 
Ralph Richards, U. S. O. Indus- 
tiral; Dr. Terry Osborne, U. S. O.; 
Courtland Baker, Boy Scouts. 

(Continued on Page Two; CoL 6) 

SOVIET TANK COLUMNS ARE BELIEVED 
i/) HAVE CROSSED POLISH FRONTIER; 

0MRLIN GIVEN ‘WORST RAID’ OF WAR 
m a:_ 
/ RAGE IN CITY 

Hitler’s Proud Chancellery 
Is Made Mass Of 

Shambles 
! 

LONDON, Jan. 3.-4.T)—Berlin 
was ripped and seared by another 

1,000 tons of explosives and incen- 
diaries early today in a second 
successive assault by KAF bomb- 
ers spilling doom from the skies. 

Hitler’s proud Chancellery was 

made a shambles by block-bust- 
ers, with hundreds of persons be- 
lieved trapped in its big shelter, 
Swedish travelers said. There was 
no indication Hitler was there at 
the time. 

Two fires were burning in the 
Chancellory ruins at 8 a. m., a 
witness said. The area was cor- 
doned off and heavily guarded. 

The Templehof Airdrome’s main 
administration building also was 
ablaze when passenger transport 
planes took off in the afternoon. In 
the factory district of southeast- 
ern Berlin, considerable damage 
was reported. 

Traffic within the city was para- 
incic wets iiu street car or 

elevated service. Subway trains 
alone were functioning. Newspa- 
pers were printed, but were not 
delivered. There were no bread 
deliveries. 

The travelers in Stockholm said 
Berlin’s streets were clear of 
snow, but the penetrating cold 
worked great hardship, especially 
on persons bombed out and those 
trying to live in windowless 
homes. 

Fleets of Lancasters and Hali- 
faxes bored through freezing gales 
and a strong barrage of fighters 
to hit the Nazi capital at 3 a. m. 
—the same hour as on Sunday _ 

in the 10th mammoth raid since 
Nov. 18. 

Those 10 strikes have dumped 
more than 14.000 tons of bombs 
on Berlin — twice what London 
took in 11 months — and the Nazi 
center appeared marked for build- 
ing-by-building extinction. Berlin is' 
but half of London’s size in area 
and population. 

Hails of flak and reinforced 
swarms of fighters failed to halt 
the RAF. which lost 27 bombers 
over Berlin and in other opera- 
tions. Twenty-eight fell the pre- 
vious nighty when Hamburg also 
was hit. 

“We had to shoot our way in by 
the front door, and then shoot our 
way out again,’’ one pilot said, 
while another airman declared 
“the flak was so thick we could 
have stuck our wheel down and 
ridden on it.” 

New-type flares, shot from the 
ground, guided the German fight- 
ers, which began attacking far 
from Berlin. 

The bombers also fought a 90- 
mile-an-hour gale. 

Two “large concentrations of 
fires” burned in the city after to- 
iay’s roid, the Air Ministry said. 

Swedish travelers, who termed 
;he latest assault the “worst raid 
ve’ve yet experienced.” said a 
olock-buster must have smashed 
■fitter's huge grey stone Chancel- 
lery running a full block from : 

:he Wilhelmsplatz to Herman Goe- 
•ing Strasse along Voss Strasse. 

Continued On Page Two; Col. 1) 

North Carolina Soldiers Meet In London 

This group of North Carolina soldiers met at a party in London, and thought it would be a good 
idea to be photographed around the flag. Front row (left to right) are Sergt. Isaac Daniel of Fremont, 
Sergt. Mickey McClenny of Goldsboro, Sergt. “Pol ly” Parrutt of Goldsboro, Corp. “Doc” McGowan 
of Goldsboro, and Corp. Charles Miller of Warsaw. Back row (left to right) Sergt. Herbert Brown of 
Bethel, Corp. Burton Ayres of Bethel, Sergt. James Barnett of Tarboro, Corp. Clyde Belcahe of Mur- 
freesboro, and Pvt. Julius Silvester of Weldon. 

THIRTY-TWO JAP 
PLANES DOWNED 

Three Warships In Bismark 
Sea Area Also At- 

tacked 

By The Associated Press 

Pressmg their fight against the 
strongest section of Japan’s south- 

ern defenses, American planes at- 

tacked three Japanese warships 
and shot down at least 32 enemy- 
planes in the Bismarck Sea area, 
General Douglas MacArthur re- 

ported today. 
At the other extremity of the 

Pacific war scene, Army bombers 
Erom the Aleutians attacked toe 
Paramushiro naval base in the 
northern Kurile islands for the 
Eifth time on Dec. 31, the Navy 
announced. All U S. planes re- 
turned. 

Carrier-borne planes attacked 
two Japanese cruisers and two 
destroyers at Kavieng, New Brit- 
ain supply base between Truk and 
Rabaul. Torpedoes and bombs left 
noth cruisers in flames. The de- 
stroyers were heavily strafed and 
me was hit by a bomb. A de- 
stroyer and two cargo ships were 
sunk Christmas Day in the last 
raid on the area by carrier borne 
aircraft. 

Eleven, and possibly 15. fighters 
vere shot down from an attacking 
lorce of 30 Japanese planes in 
his engagement, while over Ra- 
aaul 19 more enemy aircraft were 

lestroyed. This brought to 160 the 
lumber of Japanese planes down- 
ed at Rabaul in the last ten days. 

At the opposite end of New Brit- 
ain fi-om these aerial engage- 
nents, Marines enlarged their 
lolding around the Cape Glou- 
cester airdrome. Up the coast of 
dew Guinea army troops who 
anded at Saidor Sunday over- 
came scant enemy resistance and 
lecurea tneir final objectives. 

(Continued on Page Five; Col. 5) 

WEATHER 
FORECAST 

NORTH CAROLINA: Partly cloudy and 
varmer Tuesday.; cooler along the coast, 
^air and slightly colder Tuesday, night. 
Vednesday fair and warmer. 

(Eastern Standard Time) 
(By U. S. Weather Bureau) 

Meteorological data for the 24 hours 
Hiding 7:30 p. m., yesterday. 

Temperature 
1:30 am, 50, 7:30 am, 64, 1:30 pm, 59, 

:30 pm, 53. 
Maximum 65, Minimum 46, Mean 56, 

formal 47. 
Humidity 

1:30 am, 96, 7:30 am, 94, 1:30 pm, 93, 
:30 pm, 94. 

Precipitation 
Total for the 24 hours ending 7:30 pm, 

.12 inches. 
Total since the first of the month, 

.23 inches. 
Tides For Today 

(From the Tide Tables published by 
J. S. Coast and Geodetic survey) 

High Low 
Wilmington _ 4:43a 11:55a 

5:10p 
lasonboro Inlet 2:49a 9:02a 

3:13p 9:21p 
Sunrise, 7:18 am, Sunset, 5:16 pm$; 

loonrise, 1:23 pm, Moonset, 1:42 a. 

Cape Fear River stage at Fayette- 
ville, 13.25 feet. 

Continued on Page Two; Col. 4) 
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! U. S. Indicts 30 Persons 
i 

| On Conspiracy Charges 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 3.—(/P)—A three-year plot tc 

incite mutiny in the armed forces, unseat the government 
and set up a Nazi regime, was charged by a Federal grant 

| jury today with the indictment of 28 men and two womer 

I on conspiracy charges- 

TORPEDO SINKS 
U.SJJESTROYER 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 3.— UP) — 

An American destroyer was tor- 

pedoed and sunk in the Atlantic 

on December 24, the Navy report- 
ed today. 

The Navy communique said on- 

ly that the fighting ship was sunk 
by a torpedo, not disclosing wheth- 
er a submarine, airplane or sur- 

face craft launched the torpedo. 
The Navy also reported that Ar- 

my bombers hit Paramushiro, 
Japanese base at the north end of 
the Kurile island group, on De- 
cember 31. This was the fifth time 
that base had been bombed. 

Communique No. 494: 
“Atlantic:” 
“1. A. U. S. destroyer was tor- 

pedoed and sunk in the Atlantic 
on December 24, 1943. The next of 
Sin of the casualties aboard the 
destroyed will be notified by tele- 
gram as soon as casualty reports 
are received. 

“North Pacific: 
“2. On December 31, 1943. a 

group of Army bombers bombed 
Paramushiro. Results were not ob- 
served. All of our planes return- 
ed safely.” 

Since the start of the war. the 
Navy has lost, by enemy action, 
accident or destruction to prevent 
capture, a total of 137 vessels of 
all types, of which 42 were de- 
stroyers. 

Four destroyers olit of the latter 
total have been lost within recent 
days. A Navy communique on Sat- 
urday reported the destroyer Per- 
kins lost in a collision off the 
coast of New Guinea. Earlier Sec- 
retary Knox had said that another 
destroyer was lost in the New 
Britain-New Guinea area. A de- 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 4) j 

.Lije uiu ueciuiei uiai, uy pciiiipii 
lets, books and circulars the accus 

ed sought since 1940 to spreac 
word that: 

1— Democracy is decadent; ; 

Nazi or Fascist form of govern 

ment should be established and £ 

Nazi “revolution” is inevitable ir 

the United States. 
2— The major political parties 

Congress and public officials “an 

controlled by communists, inter- 

national Jews and plutocrats.” 
3— The U. S. deliberately pro 

voked war with the Axis nation: 
which are seeking only to live a 

peace with the rest of the world. 
4— President Roosevelt and Con 

gress “sold out the United State: 
and forced the Axis powers to wagt 
war upon us.” The Japanese at 
tack at Pearl Harbor was “delib 
erately invited in order to involve 
this country in a foreign war.” 

5 — Communists, internationa 

Jewry and war profiteers preveni 
“an honorable and just peace’ 
being brought about speedily. 

Among publications the defend- 
ants were charged with distribut- 
ing was Hitler’s “Mein Kampf.” 

Twenty four of the 30 were 
named in previous sedition indict- 
ments which however did not al- 
lege an actual conspiracy to set up 
a Nazi government here. 

The case was brought by O. 
John Rogge, special assistant tc 
Attorney General Biddle on infor- 
mation supplied by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. Convic- 
tion entails a maximum penalty oi 
10 years imprisonment or $10t00C 
fine, or both. 

Biddle indicated that the Justice 
Department inquiry was continu- 
ing with the possibility of further 
disclosures. 

Joseph E. McWilliams of New 
York and Chicago, described by 
the Justice Department as the or- 
ganizer of the Christian mobilizers 
and publisher of “The Christian 

(Continued on' Page Two: Col. 2) 

German Armies* Plight In Russia 

Steadily Growing Darker Hourly 
By KIRKE L. SIMPSON .. | bar a sweep in Poland, once the 

Associated Press War Analyst Stuc tributary to the Pripet on 

Probing Russian patrols probably which Novogograd-Volynski stands, 
,, *L was crossed. Frofn that point to 

are already over the old Russian- captured Olevsk*40 miles to the 
Polish frontier in pursuit of routed north, Russian heavy field guns 
Nazi invaders, although Moscow were in range of Polish territory, 
may withhold formal announce- less than 10 miles away, 
ment of the fact until the border Russian practice would call for 
has been crossed in force a specjai award by Marshal Stalin 

With the fall of Novogorad-Vo- |0 -he first troops crossing the 
ynsii, last of the Nazi’s river pro- hne. Their surge into Poland will 
tected anchor points east of the mal-k the beginning of the end of 
Polish border in the northwestern the Nazi invasion of Russia, tiny 
Ukraine, Russian troops with- as may be the first footholds seized 
in sight of the boundary on a 40-1 beyond Russian frontiers, 
mile front. No formidable natural j 
obstacle loomed ahead of them to1 (Continued on Page Two; Col. 2) 
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BORDER TOWN TAKEN 

6,000 Germans Reported 
Slain In Unchecked 

Offensive 

LONDON, Tuesday. Jan. 4—tft— 
Soviet tank columns apparently 
swept into old Poland yesterday, 
toppling Novograd Volynski and 
the pre-war border iown of Olevsk 
enroute, and a Moscow bulletin 
early today said the Red army 
killed 6,000 Germans in Its un- 
checked offensive over territory, 
which had been lost in the first 
month of the conflict. 

Hundreds of Germans were sur- 

rendering, throwing down their 
arms and going “over to the side 
of the Red army” by entire com- 

pany lots, said a midnight com- 

munique describing one of the 
worst Nazi deoacles since the Stal- 
ingrad disaster. 

Huge quantities of war equip- 
ment fell to Gen. Nikolai F. Va- 
tutin’s forces, which included Si- 
berian infantrymen The torrent of 
power unleashed b:- the First Uk- 
raine Army and the crumbling of 
German lines over the entire area 

opposite central Poland made it 
almost certain that fiying Soviet 
columns now were across the old 
frontier oelow the Pripet marshes. 
The border recognized by Moscow, 
however, lies 150 miles beyond 
captured Olevsk, once a customs 
station seven miles lrom Poland. 

Premier Marshal Joseph Stalin, 
in an order oi the day, late yes- 
terday announced the capture of 
Novograd-Volynski a rail and road 
hub 15 miles from the former 
frontier. 

General Vatutin, co captor of 
Kharkov and the liberator of Kiev, 
now has ted his men 760 miles 
from Stalingrad. Berlin lies nearly 
600 miles to the west, and the 
Russians are driving ahead on a 
60-mile front. 

Novograd-Volynski, 42 miles be- 
low Oevsk, was stormed and taken 

j By a decisive oiiensive or rank 

and infantry formations,” Stalin's 
order of the day said. He termed 

■ the town of 18,000 "a large rail- 
way junction and an important 
stronghold of German defenses.” 

Emilcheno, 30 miles north of the 
NovogracnVolyuski, and Rogachev, 
13 miles uelow, also were seized. 

Moscow’s communique recorded 
by the Soviet monitor from a 

broadcast, disclosed that the Rus- 
sians were advancing from 10 to 
15 miles uaily. 

To the southwest the rail junc- 
tion of Bcrdichev headquarters of 
German Field Marshal Gen. Fritz 
von Mannstein until the route be- 
gan, was half surrounded and ex- 

pected to -all shortly. 
Farther south the Russians 

pressing toward the Rumanian 
frontier were reported within 20 
miles of the rail station of Vin- 
nitsa on the Kiev-hmerinka line. 
Vinnitsa is an enemy stronghold 
near tl.e upper Bug river. The 
Russians not only were seeking to 
outflank the river defenses, but 
also were striking toward Zhmerin- 
ka, a vital rail objective. 

The Germans in the Dnieper 
bend apparently were faced with 
a hard choice between two alter- 
natives—and in eitner case must 
act quickly. They either must 
withdraw as quickly as possible 
from the southern Uki aine, or send 
ill-spared reserves into relieving 
counter-attacks. 

It was estimated that the Ger- 
mans need from 150,(100 to 300,000 
reserves in southern Russia if they 
are to avoid disaster. 

The Russians last were reported 
(Continued on Page Two; Col. 4) 

INVASION GROUP 
MEET ‘IMMINENT’ 

LONDON, Jan. 3-!jT1—The first 
meeting of the Allied "invasion 
war council’s imminent and Gen. 
Sir Bernard L. Montgomery, whose 
arrival was disclosed tonight, told 
friends "I don’t expect to be here 
long.” 

Montgomery, designated as com- 
mander of British land forces fol 
the invasion of Western Europe, 
added, “I’m always on the movi 
these days.” 

The Allied air commander, Ail 
; Chief Marshall Trafford Leigh- 
j Mallory, and the U. S. stratep* 
air force commander, Lt. Gtn. 
Carl A. Spaatz, also are already 
in England, and the rest of tha 
invasion cqpimand is expected 
soon. 

There is every indication that 
the master plan for the invasion 
already has been set, needing only 
the arrival at a starting date. 

Moijtbomery, who before leav- 
ing {he Eighth Army told his 
troops "the end of the war is defi- 
nitely in sight,” was greeted with 
cheers when he was quickly rett- 

ognized in a London hotel lobbj. 


