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MONDAY, JANUARY 17, 1944 

With confidence In our armed forces— 
with the unbounding determination of our 

people — ive will gain the inevitable 
triumph—so help us God. 

—Roosevelt’s War Message. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 15, 1944_ 

Our Chief Atm 
To aid in everv way the prosecution of 

the war to complete Victory. 
_ 

THOUGHT FOR TODAY 
My neighbor speaks with disdain to the 

Greek 
Who serves us our beef and peas. 
As just a foreigner. For my part I speak 
To a descendent ol Socrates. 

C. William Black 
-V- 

Criminal Leadership 
Ordinarily it is fair to assume that labor 

unions do not deliberately choose criminals 
as their heads even though, frequently, they 
do permit vicious characters to retain control 

through inertia or because nobody seems to 

dare challenege the ensconced czars. 

Tire New York local of the Moving Picture 

Operators Union seems to be an exception. It 

has just inducted a slate backed by Sam 

Kaplan, who 10 years ago was sent to the 

penitentiary and barred from holding union 

office for five years after he had been con- 

victed of coercing union members. 

Kaplan himself was re-elected to the exe- 

cutive board along with Charles E. Eichhorn, 
who was one of those convicted with Kaplan 
in 1933. Kaplan’s candidates for vice presi- 
dent and business agent also were elected. 

The situation here is somewhat different than 
that often found in labor unions. Ordinarily the 

charitably inclined argue that criminals can 

not be kicked out because they control the 

machinery of elections. At other times it is 

urged that union leaders committed criminal 
acts for the benefit of the members and. how- 
ever unwise this might have been, the bene- 
ficiaries can hardly repudiate their benefac- 
tors. 

In Kaplan’s case neither of these arguments 
is apropos. Through intervention of the courts, 
after Kaplan and two of his bodyguards were 

found to be carrying pistols in the courtroom, 
they were kicked out and kept out. The mem- 

bers have deliberately taken them back 
Nor were tbe pistols carried for protection 

against "enemies of labor,” but against labor 
itself, because Kaplan and his associates were 

ruling dictatorially and squandering the union’s 
moneys 

Some contend that if labor unions are given 
an opportunity they will clean themselves up, 
so there is no need for bringing them under 
the same criminal statutes that apply to others. 
Here is a specific instance where that is not 
true. 

Help For Other Half 

America's white collar workers are finally 
going to have a chance to speak their piece 
about wartime wages and prices. The oppor- 
tunity will come this month in Washington, 
when the Senate Committee on Wartime Health 
and Education holds hearings on the plight of 
these estimated 15,000,000 small-salary workers 
and small-income pensioners. 

It is high time that this was done. For too 
long the white collar worker has been hope- 
lessly caught ia the middle of the price and 
pay squabble, like an undersized referee be- 

ing belabored by both principals of a heavy- 
weight prize fight. Certain congressmen, 
backed by pressure groups, have forgotten 
him in asking for an end of price restrictions 
on this commodity or that, and have cited 
instead the boom prices in .war industries. 
Certain business groups have wept over him in 
an effort to prove that labor’s exorbitant de- 
rhands have driven living costs upward. And 
certain government groups have perpetuated 
the fiction of small, controlled,, about-to-bp- 
rolled-back price rises at the white collar 
worker’s expense, in an effort to keep labor 
in line. 

White Collardom’s day in court should put 
an end to much of this pulling and hauling. 
And it can hardly fail to throw a little light 
into some of the murky corners of our stabi- 
lization program—which wouldn't be a bad 
idea, either. 

Here is the situation. Some white collar 
workers, the Senate committee’s investiga- 
tors report, have actually received salary 
cuts since the ‘‘Little Steel” formula went 

into effect. This, if true, is a despicable prafr 
tice which should and doubtless will be cor- 

rected. But such cases form a meager minor- 

ity. Most white collar toilers simply haven’t 
had their pay raised, because the law won’t 
allow it. They are living, supporting their fami- 

lies, paying taxes at a January, 1944, level 

with September, 1942, money. And it just 
doesn’t work. 

According to Bureau ot Labor Standards 

cost-of-living indices, It ought to WOfk. But 
the sad fact is that nobody believes much in 
those indices any more except those who want 

to. The President’s Cost of Living Committee 
and a C. I. 0. study group have investigated 

| living costs, too. Their findings will probably 
be included in the Senate committee’s hear- 

ings, and it is already known that the dis- 
; crepancy between their figures and those of 
the Bureau of Labor Standards are consider- 
able. 

If the coming hearings can collect a clear, 
dispassionate array of facts, and recommend 
some realistic legislation to help white collar 
workers live as well as their better organiz- 
ed brotliers, it would be a great service to the 
entire country, or it would, at long last, force 
everybody—labor, business, Congress, and the 
administration—to look at our domestic econ- 

omy as it really is, and not as'somebody 
would like it to be. 

-V-_ 

More Allied Oil 
The opinion prevails in some congressional 

circles that the United States is still giving 
more 1han its share of oil to the Allied cause. 

Time was, and not so long ago, that this coun- 

; try was furnishing 80 per cent of Allied gaso- 
line and petroleum products. The federal 
agencies having charge over supplies particu- 
larly lend-lease and Foreign Economic Admin- 
istration officials, declare this early inequality 
is rapidly being overcome through the increase 
of allied refinery capacity and tanker con- 

struction. 
That what some members of Congress, in- 

cluding the Senators who toured the battle- 
fronts recently, contend is that the United 
States is not being smart enough or hard boil- 
ed enough, with the result that America’s al- 

! lies have not yet been persuaded to make full 

use of their petroleum resources and allow 
I this nation to husband its dwindling supplies. 

These Congressmen, firm in their belief that 
better distribution of the petroleum load should 
be insisted upon for the relief of the United 
States, advance four corrective measures: 

1 1. Let the British redouble their refining 
capacities in the Persian gulf. 

2. While redoubling the Persian gulf refin- 
ery output, construct a 900-mile pipe line 
from Abadan to Haifa on the Mediterranean. 

3. Renew American efforts to discover the 
minimum lend-lease petroleum requirements 
of Russia now that considerable refinery 
equipment has been supplied to the Soviet 
through lend-lease. 

4. Put all American petroleum operations 
under a single agency—the Petroleum Admin- 
istration for war—thus insuring a single, ef- 
fective policy, which does not now obtain with 
the Army, Navy, Foreign Economic Adminis- 
tration and State Department all having a hand 
in the pie. 

William H. Stringer, writing in the Chris- 
tian Science Monitor on these proposals says: 

No serious criticism of the British or 

other Allies is voiced by legislators thus 
voicing their views. They understand that 
the British have willingly enlarged refinery 
capacity in the Middle East and the Carib- 
bean, and that Brltlsh-owned oil is being 
supplied as reverse Lend-Lease. They 
simply say that the United States has not 
pressed itj Allies to do a bigger job of 
tapping their own reserves. 

Again disputing these claims, Lend-Lease 
and FEA spokesmen say much of the re- 
finery equipment shipped to Russia arrived 
in the last six months, so that there was 
hardly time for it to diminish Soviet needs 
for imported high-octane gasoline and 
other petroleum supplies, especially in 
view of Russia’s new winter offensive. 

As for doubling British refining capaci- 
ty in the Middle East and shortening the 
haul to Britain by a new pipe line, it is 
suggested that the war in Europe might 
be over before these projects were com- 
pleted. With the United States producing 
4,400,000 barrels of oil a day, and the 

> Middle East and Caribbean output only 2,- 
000,000 barrels, and with petroleum de- 
mands increasing as the Allies prepare 
to mount their "second front,” it is contend- 
ed that the United States will be compell- 
ed to continue supplying the bulk of the 
United Nations oil if the war is to be won 
quickly. 

The vigor of argument pro and con indi- 
cates that the question whether the United 
States was spendthirft with its dwindling 
oil reserves in World War II may be de- 
bated long after the fighting ends. 

-“ — V — —■ 

Break-Through 
“I’m mighty glad the Russians are on our 

side,’’ says the man in the street, reading 
the headlines from western Russia and east- 
ern Poland. And so say we all. 

It looks as though the Red Army may be 

achieving that breakthrough which is its real 
goal which hitherto, although the Germans 
have been pushed back from five to seven 

hundreds miles, never has come. Territory is 
of minor importance in this war. Intergrated 
armies are all-important. If the Nazis really 
are cracking up in the Ukraine, they can 

hardly hope to rally short of the Bug river. 
In order to avoid possible disappointment 

in future we should remember, however, that 
every mile stretches Soviet communication 
lines out longer and brings the Nazis closer 
to their sources of supply. As the fighting 
moves toward Berlin it is bound to become 
tougher going, and slower. 

-V- 

More Shipping Needed 
• 

When the American Seventh and the British 
Eighth armies invaded Sicily, 3,000 ships were 

required for the landing. On these figures it 
is estimated that 15,000 ships will be needed 
to put fifty Allied divisions across the Channel 
when General Eisenhower, now in London, 
launches his offensive against the Germans in 
western Europe. > 

( 
With this tremendous strain upon sea power 

in the final thrust against Hitler, it is obvious 
that a major operation against Japan can 

be opened only when the shipyards of the Al- 
lied world produce the shipping needed for it 

As yet the shipping available for the war in 
the Pacific is hardly sufficient for the fotces 
in General MacArthur's command. 

Apparently the only circumstances by which 

the Allies may deliver a major blow to Japan 
is to lure the main Japanese fleet into battle, 
and it is quite obvious that the Tokyo war 

plotters have no intention of allowing this to 

pass if there is any way to avoid it. As long 
as the combined staffs have chosen to settle 

j with Hitler first, it is not to be expected that a 

showdown with Japan can be had until that 

! job is finished. 
I 

Three For One 

; A recent Washington dispatch reveals that 
j three federal agencies have united in a cam- 

paign to mobilize farmers for woodcutting on 

j farm lots and for work in the ptilpwood and 

| lumber industries during the slack crop sea- 

son. 

; The project is commendable. Agreement 
; among three federal agencies is even more 

so. But the fact that it requires the combined 
efforts of three branches of the American 

1 bureaucracy to get something started is an 

| example of how things are going in this con- 

fused and befuddled nation. It reminds one 

■of the old parody: 

I stood on the bridge at midnight 
As full as a loaded gun; 
Three moons stood o’er the city 
When there should have been but one. 

Is it any wonder the American people are 
beginning to think someone has a dead herring 
in his pocket when three agencies are needed 
for the job of one? It is this multiplicity of 
bureaus, with their overlapping and inter- 
locking performance and their tremendous 
payrolls, their squabbles and jealosies, that 
make tax bills so high and cause such wide- 
spread bewilderment. 

Fair Enough 
j ■■ ■■ —-- 

I (Editor's Note.— 1 ho star ontf the New* accepts oo 

I responsibility (or the personal slews ol Mr. Pegler, 
tad often disagree with them as atach as many ol 
sis readers. Bis artltlre serve the good parpese ol 
Making people think. 

By WESTBROOK PEGLER 
NEW YORK, A bill has been introduced in 

the New York Legislature to punish individuals 

who promote racial and religious hatred. A 

bill of similar intent is pending in Congress. 
Both are unwise and more likely to provoke 

than to abate such propaganda, because at- 

tempt to enforce them would surely raise im- 

portant questions of freedom of speech and of 

the press. Truth is a good defense and if a 

propagandist should present truths about in- 
dividuals in a hateful way, artfully calculated 
to arouse hatred of a whole group, we would 
simply have to acquit him. Opinion also is 

privileged, so such efforts seem not only futile 
but dangerou* to their own purpose. 

The better aproach is that of Joseph M. 
Proskauer, wdio has proposed a pledge for all 
Americans to refrain from spreading rumors 

of slanders against any sect, and to condemn 
no whole element of the population for offen- 
sive conduct of individuals. Archbishop Spell- 
man has endorsed Mr. Proskauer’s effort as 

all real Christians should. 
Tn r-r-\.. tviinr] IVsora r* m n a f ollr n I 

tism than anti-semitic talk and the most dis- 
turbing propaganda as between the White 
and Negro Americans is found in the Negro 
press, which mgy honestly believe that, it is 
promoting inter-racial amity but goes much 
too far and succeeds in arousing hatred of 
the whites among the negros. The commu- 

nists, always on the prowl for issues which can 
be fanned into devouring fires, also have had 
a part in these hate-campaigns and no esti- 
mate' of the proyications could eliminate 
Marshall Field and his New York and 
journalistic whatizzit which gives an impres- 
sion that in New York and Boston horrible 

persecutions are being inflicted on the Jews. 

The Christians of New York and Boston are 

doing nothing of the kind. They are. in the 

main, friendly and tolerant but Mr. Field 

presents his propaganda in such a way as to 

anger people who feel that they deserve credit 

for decent'conduct. I think the whole effect 

of Mr. Field’s material is to aggravate relations 

but done by his method, whatever his motive 

may be, it certainly could not. be made the 

basis for prosecution under any law. however 

wisely drawn. 
This is not to contend that there is no pre- 

judice against Jews among persons who call 

themselves Christians and honestly believe 

themselves to be respectable and right-mind- 
ed. There are some who smirk and say that 
“the chosen people” have taken oyer this or 

that neighborhood or club, forgetting that it 

was the chosen people of the master race 

of Hitler who frankly did put forth the propo- 
sition that they were chosen to rule the world 
and employed in their relations with other 

countries every foul and treacherous device 
and deceit in the long catalog of sins which 
they had charged against the Jews. No law 

can touch any such person for remarks of 
this kind, but he might be reached by the 

pledge of Mr. Proskauer; for many who speak 
so are not really hateful but only carelessly 
prejudiced and unconscious of the hurt they 
do. 

To those who are fighting anti-semitism 

too, a word of admonition seems due. 
There is altogether too free use of the term 

anti-semite or Jew-hater and decent men have 
been persecuted and put under boycotts for ul- 
terior motives who have been scrupulously 
fair in speech and conduct. A man so victimiz- 
ed is sorely tried and only his true Christiani- 
ty and his horror of Hitlerism keeps him 

steady. It is not anti-semitism to abandon the 
principle of Mr. Proskauer’s pledge, for 

thereby all Jews are lumped together and 
placed under condemnation when the critic’s 
intent is to deal with the individual as such 
and not as a representative Jew or even a Jew 
at all. 

The exclusion of Jews from clubs has been 
deplored and for a fact it is ungenerous and 

smug, but the Jews shouldn’t really mind. 

They are excluded also from some horrible 
boredom and long-winded and mirthless 
jokes. 

QUOTATIONS 
Studies have been underway for several 

months looking to a shift of power from the 
European theater to the Pacific theater, no1 
only when Germany is defeated but as her 
defeat seems near at hand. The main lines 
of attack on Japan are already determined 
—Adml. Ernest J. King, commander-in-chiei 
U. S. fleet. 

« 
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I- CONGRESS IS BACK!_j 

I Raymond Clapper Says: 

It’s Not Always Soft 
For War Correspondents 

By RAYMOND CLAPPER 
SOMEWHERE IN NEW GUI- 

NEA.— by wireless) —They must 

be introducing me by easy stagtes 
into the rough jungle life of the 
Facific war. 

When I left my air-cooled hotel 
in Australia for New Guinea, I 
figured I was now going to be 
driving into a green hell. I got 
some heavy Marine Corps field 

I shoes, put away my necktie, drew 
leggings and a mosquito head-net, 
and began taking atabrine. 

At 3:30 a. m. Lieut. Col. Philip 
La Follette called for Frank Ma- 
son, special assistant to the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, and me. Ma- 
son was wearing a sun helmet and 
Army khaki when La Follette 
came into the modern hotel lobby 
and said: 

‘Dr. Livingstone. I presume.” 
We traveled to New Guinea in a 

jC-47. which is the cargo model of 
the Douglas DC-3 and which is the 
truckhorse of the Pacific war as 
'well as. in the Mediterranean. 

From our rear headquarters in 
Australia to our forward head- 
quarters in New Guinea is as far 

| as from Natal to Dakar, and half of 
I the route is over water. The war 

[out here is being run over that 
long distance, with high staff of- 
ficers shuttling back and forth, 

j In fact, it is such a normal bit of 
commuting now that they doi^'t 
even bother to require passengers 
to wear Mae Wests, 

i Out here airplanes are the chief 
j means of transportation. To ■ get 
'from New Guinea headquarters to 

[forward airfields would mean a 
six-week trip over mountain and 
jungle trails by horseback, but it 
is only 45 minutes by air, so whole 
divisions are moved that way. 

My first day in New Guinea was 

totally unlike what I was prepared 
for. They are easing me into it 
gently by putting me up in the 
press correspondents’ camp in a 
coconut grove. There are floored 
tents, steak for dinner, and a press 
working room in a screened hut 

with a sign over the door: “Coco- 
nut Grove Country Club.” 

Six months ago 1 was camping 
in a North African olive grove, 
on the shore of the Mediterranean. 
Now I’m sleeping in a tent under 
coconut trees on the shore of the 
Coral Sea. But it is not always so 
soft for the correspondents. 

In the hour after my arrival I 

drove in a jeep to a military cem- 

etery nearby where a number of 
those small white crosses are ov- 

er the graves of newspaper cor- 

respondents. Brydon Taves of the 
United Press was buried there 
just a few days ago. He died as 

the result of an airplane crash. 
In all, seven correspondents have 
been killed and a number wound- 
ed here, so being a war corres- 

pondent under General MacArth- 
ur’s command is not such a good 
life-insurance risk. 

I talked with several correspond- 
ents just back from the Glouces- 
ter and Arawe landings. Frank 
Smith of The Chicago Times got 
in a tight place and had to spend 
some time on top of a tank, ex- 

posed to snipers. Phil La Follette 
went into Gloucester on the se- 
cond wave, with a group of news- 

paper correspondents. They were 

walking down the beach and pass- 
ed within 20 feet of a pillbox 
which* they assumed had been 
using a machine gun on others 
[who were coming up. 

Around where I am, however, 
jail is peaceful and quiet and like 
,01d Home Week. As our plane 
landed in New Guinea from Aus- 
tralia we were greeted by Col. 
Lloyd Lehrbas of General Mac- 
Arthur's staff, but otherwise just 
as we all knew him around the 

i National Press Club in China in 
,the ’30s. He was in Warsaw when 
the Axis attacked. 

At the Pied Cross hut was an- 
other old friend, Mrs. Marjorie 
Hendricks, who owns the famous 
Normandy Farm restaurant near 
Washington. She has been a Red 
Cross worker at forward airfields, 

T^e Literary Gijidepost 
By JOHN SELBY 

“GERMANY AFTER HITLER,” 
by Paul Hagen (Farrar & Rine- 
hart; $2.50). 
It seems unlikely to me that 

Paul Hagen’s “Germany After Hit. 
ier” can do much more than mud- 
dy waters that already are pretty 
turgid. Mr. Hagen has every right 
to his opinions—it is his manner 
and his method of arguing his 
case that I object to. For exam- 
ple— 

At the beginning of his book 
he claims that what is really the 
matter with Germany is its back- 
wardness. He thinks there is a 

large anti-Nazi group in the coun- 

try waiting to do something about 
their present masters, and he says 
that the reason things went wrong 
in 1914, and again in 1933, is that 
the processes of democratization 
have been delayed in Germany 
because of its position geographi- 
cally and for other and numerous 
reasons. The other lands of west- 

; ern Europe, and particularly 
France and Britain, are farther 
along in their social and political 
evolution. 

But at the end of the book he 
arrives at an unprepared conclu- 
sion, which is that Germany 
wasn’t so much worse than those 
two countries, since England has 

piracy in her history,' and France 
has Napoleon, Mr. Hagen is no 

Nazi, but he disagrees violently 
with Lord’s Vansittart’s peppery 
denunciation of the German peo- 
ple as 75 per cent behind Hitler, 
and as bad boys generally. 

Further, Mr. Hagen says the 
answer in Germany, after the war, 
is democratization, and that this 
will come about only if the United 
Nations have the good sense to 
permit a “deep revolution.” De- 
mocracy imposed on Germany, as 
in 1919-20, won’t work, in his opin- 
ion. But he also says that the 
Weimar republic was sabotaged 
by Junkers and industrialists and 
the old guard generally, and his 
idea that a “deep revolution” will 
dispose of these gentry seems, to 
me, naive at best. 

There also are a good many un- 
supported statements in the book 
as witness, on page 167: “But this 
much is certain: Germany will 
not within calculable time attempt to launch a war to gain revision 
of the defeat suffered now.” This 
step must be rejected on “moral 
and political grounds,” he says, 
and. would be “impossible even 
under the most unfavorable peace 
terms.” 

Is there an ecfo of 1919 in the 
room? g 

Daily Prayer 
FOR FITNESS FOR VICTORY 
In a stern and costly school 

Thou, O God, art preparing the 
world for a new life of unity and 
justice and peace. Probe all our 

hearts, one by one, by Thy provi- 
dences to an understanding of Thy 
great goals in this world upheaval 
which Satan and his legions have 
loosed upon us. Thou makest the 
wrath of man to praise Thee. 
Thou overturnest evil to bring to 
pass good. So we beseech Thee 
to move upon the heart of every 
one of us, that we may be made 
fit for the new era that Thou art 
making ready for us. Deepen our 

understanding. Quicken our sense 
of responsibility. Equip us with a 

new and Christly unselfishness. 
Make us avid to know Thy will. 
So shall we achieve the newness 
of individual life that will carry 
out Thy plans for a new world. 
With confession of our sins, and 
with thankfulness for all Thy help 
in times past, we leave this prayer 
before Thee, O most holy .and lov- 
ing Father, in the name of the 
interceding Christ. Amen.—W.T.E. 

-V- 

Special I erm Of U. S. 

Court Held In New 
Bern; Cases Completed 

NEW BERN. Jan. 16—The spe- 
cial term of Federal court called 
by Judge I. M. Meekins for the 
trial of condemnation suits in- 
volving issues of value, title and 
ownership of property taken over 

by the government for military 
purposes in this division-was end- 
ed late Friday afternoon, with 
practically all the 2S9 cases dis- 
posed of with the exception of a 
few continued until the regular 
term of court here during April. 
These continued cases included 
those with which was connected 
Harris Newman, Wilmington at- 
torney, who has been ill for some- 
time. 4 fi s 

Judge Meekins and other court 
officials again expressed gratifi- 
cation that the term was expe- 
dited so smoothly and satisfac- 
torily. In advance, it had been 
anticipated as an exceedingly dif- 
ficult term but landowners, jurors 
and witnesses as well as govern- 
ment representatives were praised 
for their cooperation and fairness. 
Instead of dragging out into a 

prolonged court, the cases were 
heard during two weeks before 
Christmas and the one week this 
month. Judge Meekins referred to 
the term’s success as “the high- 
water mark” in his judicial ex- 
perience. 

RETURN OF THE NATIVE 
— ■■■ v 

CAMP BUTNER, Jan. 16—(ffl— 
Back where he started from is 
Maj. Benjamin Cozart, of the 44th 
field hospital at Camp Butner. 
After living in Richmond. Va., 
where he attended, medical col- 
lege, private and industrial prac- 
tice in Reidsville, N. C., and 17 
months as an Army doctor at 
Camp Rucker, Ala., he was trans- 
ferred here. Just outsi-’° -ate 
number 3 is the village of Stem, 
where the major was born a 
lived for 18 years. 

and was just boarding a plane for 
Australia. She and La Follette were 
classmates at Wisconsin Universi- 
ty, and met by accident on the 
airfield in New Guinea as I arriv- 
ed. Nobody said it was a small 
world. 

-V- 
Oysters grow fatter in rainy 

years than in drouth years, al- 
though they live in the sea. 

With 
The AEF 

By KENNETH L. Dljfax 
WITH THE AEF IN ITALY, 

ran. 12.—(DelayedXiP) — When 
mu're calling the roll of hot pilot-, 
hose legendary lads who can ffook 
in electric iron on an ironing 
joard and fly it to Frisco, don't 
iorget Robert Fromm, the red- 
readed ex-undertaker of Winfield, 
Kansas. 

The rest of the "Red Devil'" 
squadron saw the 28 year old 
lieutenant’s A36 Invader strafe the 
tank north of Rome yesterday and 
then sweep on in at 30 feet and 300 
miles an hour to sling slugs from 
his six guns into a truck on the 
road. 

'.van 
ammunition, go up in a flashing 
sheet of flame which engulfed 
Red’s planes as it crashed out of M 
control into a clump of trees. 

And so they returned from the H 
mission, which called for "on the 
deck” strafing of targets of oppor- 
tunity. and were just reporting 
that Red had spun in, when a 

strange rattle and rumble came 
from the north. They stared in 
amazement and cheered. 

His wings badly crumpled, his 
canopy gone, his engine steaming 
and whistling, his fuselage dented 
and torn, with clumps of tree 
branches five inches thick still 
draping his ship, Red Fromm was 
flying her home. 

As if the fire, the forest and the 
five miles of flak he’d just gone 
through weren’t enough, he was 
forced to land on one wheel, with- 
out knowing he didn't have two. 

But he made it and then, his fate 
grim and serious, picked up the 
story from where his pals had 
seen him plow through the smoke 

“I plowed through a tree," he 
said. “The plane continued to fly, 
but I knew it couldn't stay up tor 
long. I climbed to 400 feet and 
stood up to bail out. but I looked 
down and saw Germans, so I de- 
cided to stay with my ship lor a j 
while if it would stay with me.” 

The battered little fighter-bomb- 
er did stay with him, even though 
he could hardly navigate. His lett 
rudder wouldn’t work, and he was 

forced to barge in on an intense 
flak area at an altitude ol 900 
feet and a top speed of about 150 
miles an hour. He couldn't take 
evasive action. Most of the con- J 
trols wpuldn’t work. He should 
have been duck soup for the gun- 
ners. 

His luck still held on the landing. 
He felt it touch on one wheel but 
thought it merely meant one wing 
was high. 

“So I lowered the left wing a 

bit. Still I didn’t touch my other 
wheel down. Then I knew.” 

The watchers who already knew 
blinked when the left wing tip fi- f =j 
nally hit the runway, but the field 
was slippery and it skidded along g 
it instead of catching and flipping a 
the plane over. 

As the old pilots call it, it was J 
a good landing. Fromm walked 
away from it. But the plane was I 
towed away to the salvage pile, 
where Staff Sgt. William Ruhl. of 
Tekoa, Wash., measured the three 
segments still stuck in the wings 
and found them five inches thick. 
The plane will never fly again ex- 

cept as repair parts for other In- 
vaders. 

But Red Fromm is flying again 
today, in another plane on another 
mission. 

RED CROSS NEEDS 
200 BILLIONS 

Plans to raise the Southeastern 
quota of the National Goal ot S200.- 

000,000, the largest sum ever sought 
in a single campaign by the Ameri- 

can Red Cross, will be discussed 
this week at five regional confer- 
ences to be held throughout North 
Carolina, it has been announced 
by Nat C. Wilson, manager of the 
Southeastern area. 

The campaign will open March 
1 and continue through March 31 

Meetings in North Carolina have 
been scheduled for Asheville. Jan- 

uary 17: Winston.Salem. January 
18; Durham, January 19: Fayette- 
ville, January 20, and Rocky 
Mount, January 21. 

Allen J. Carter of Atlanta, region- 
al director of Red Cross to: North 
Carolina, will conduct the discus- 
sions. The meetings will be attend- 
ed by members of the War Fund 
committees of the surrounding 
chapters. 

Others on the program will be 

Edwin H. Powers of Atlanta, as- 

sistant manager of Fund Raising 
and Public Information Service tor 

the area; William Foster, field 
supervisor for North Carolina: Max 

Meisel, Jr., Red Cross ov seas 
club director who has just return- 
ed to this country, and five general 
field representatives, O. E. R oer,s 

of Mars Hill, Miss Mary Philips 
of Charlotte, Miss Mary Pegram ot 

Greensboro, Miss Marian Wcinel 
of Raleigh and Miss Juliet France 
of Rocky Mount. 
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be talks on “Your Red Crus? J0- 
day” and “Your Red Cross A;' 

tion,” in which will be pointed 
the magnitude and scope !i:e 

Red Cross domestic and 1 sign 
program now in operation 

The major portion of the '9-i-* 

budget, it will be pointed ou' s to 

be allocated to the services !°r 

the armed forces, such as m i tarf fj 
and welfare service, home ser :l'e 

and hospital camp and council i 
service. 

-V- 
There are 125,000 cars of o!d 

Irish potatoes now on hand L 

can hardly be moved before the M 

new early crop is harvested, re- 

port* Extension Director I. ^ H 
Schaub of State College. ^ 


