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Disputed Letter And Hopkins’ Signature 

V 
.... 

“L’Affaire Hopkins’ Letter,” which revolves around a typewritten note allegedly addressed to Dr. 
I'mphrey Lee by Presidential advisor Harry Hop kins, is gaining momentum through the nation, 
with strong denials emanating from all sources inv olved. The purported letter is shown above. Below 
and enlarged is an authentic reproduction of Mr. Hopkins’ signature. (International). 
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LETTER MYSTERY 
GROWING DEEPER 

% 

Hopkins Leaves Sick-Bed 
To Testify Before 

Grand Jury 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 21. — (IP) — 

Weak with illness. Presidential Ad- 
."ser Harry Hopkins shambled in- 
to a Grand Jury room to reiterate 
today that his name was forged to 
the mystery letter about Wendell 
Willkie and he hinted that he nam- 
ed the man he believed forged it. 

The 53-year-old Hopkins arose 
from a naval hospital bed to ask 
and receive permission to testify 
was with the jury for 10 minutes, 
then returned to the hospital to 
convalesce from a long attack of 
influenza, 

"Obviouly, I can’t discuss what 
I told the Grand Jury,” said Hop- 
kins to reporters, but ‘‘this letter 
is a forgery. There is a forger in 
this picture. I think I know who 
the forger is.” 

The assumption was that Hop- 
kins told the jury that, with de- 
tails. 

Hopkins is the nominal prosecu- 
tor in the ‘‘letter mystery” which 
has added a bizarre, new chap- 
ter in the adventures of the thin 
man who is closer politically to 
President Roosevelt than perhaps 
any other person. He demanded 
ne investigation which has turned 

op confusing twists, declarations 
denials, hints of political intrigue 
°nd some frank expressions of be- 
wilderment. 

It started with publication of a 
hook—“One Man, Wendell Willkie” 
~~ by C. Nelson Sparks, former 
rnayor of Akron, O., avowedly a 
Willkie opponent. He told of a let- 
er on White House stationery, 
'Continued on Page Two; Col. 8) 

RISING JURY OUT | 
ONLY 50 MINUTES 

After an absence of less than 50 

minutes, a jury returned a verdict 
of not guilty, exonerating the Ris- 

ing brothers of any connection with 
the robbery of Sanders Service 
station at 17th and Perry avenue 

December 7, 1943 at which time 
more than $1,000 was. said to have 
been taken from the safe. This 
was but one of six charges brought 
against the “ring.” 

The Risings paraded witnesses 
before the jury to sustantiate their 
contention that they were occupied 
elsewhere when the affair occured. 
Gang member Richard Croaker, 
who turned state’s witness, inti- 
mated in his testimony that Ro- 
bert Rising rode around with him 
to view the station and “case the 
job.” 

In charging the jury yesterday 
afternoon, Solicitor Clifton L. 
Moore told the 12 men that the 
“unsubstantiated testimony of eith- 
er one of the alleged gang was as 

good as the other.” 
Roy Hendricks, another member 

of the ring, did not take the stand 
in the case. Moore said in his 

speech to the jury that if he had 
asked Hendricks to take the stand, 
Aaron Goldburg and David Sin- 

(Continued on Page Two; Col, 7) 

North Carolina Convict Figures 
In New Jersey Mystery Thriller 
MumcLAin. N. J., Jan. 21.— 

Detectives disclosed today that 
'flr attempt to solve a 1940 mis- 

^-identity assassination paral- et! in Part the trail to the solu- 
of what J. Edgar Hoover has 
d one of the most difficult 

p";es ever solved by the Federal 
leau of Investigation. 

^techve Captain Joseph Cocoz- 
°f the Essex county prosecu- 

„r..s staff said the slaying investi- 
pt(!°n ^ad ted from Robert J. 
T),, ; "'orth Carolina convict, to 
j fe°Pold W. Brandenburg, Un- 

City (n.j.) physician. Brand- 
t 'Hu}g’ 57, is held only as a ma- 

le d 
w:tness and where the trial 

'"ds from him investigators would 
say. « 

enri1 federal case, the trail 
c-u with Brandenburg. It start- 
in 1941, when Pitts was arrest- 

ed in Austin, Tex., for lack of a 

draft registration card and was 

discovered to have no recordable 
fingerprints. It ended with his re- 

turn to. North Carolina and the 
conviction of Brandenburg by a 

Federal jury on a charge of har- 

boring a figitive from justice. The 

FBI charged, and Pitts admitted, 
the surgeon had removed his 
prints at the Brandenburg home 
in 1941, but the conviction was re- 

versed on a technicality. 
In the killing case, Essex count} 

and Montclair detectives seek tc 
learn who fired a rifle bullet from 
the street into the home of J. Ray- 
mond Tiffany, former assistam 
state attorney general, and killec 
his father-in-law, 80-year-old Johr 
Longstreet Ely, in 1940. The in 

(Continued on Page Five; Col. 7) 

Democratic Leaders Tell 
FR They Favor 4th Term 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 21.— (AP)—Democratic leaders 
today presented a resolution to President Roosevelt favor- 
ing a fourth term nomination, but said they heard only a 

noncommital “Oh” in reply. The resolution was adopted 
by a group of Mid-Western Democrats and its presenta- 
_4 ,-v 4V» 1-v 

round of activities preliminary tc 
the Democratic National Commit 
tee meeting tomorrow to eled 
Robert E. Hannegan of St. Loui 
as the new party chairman t 
succeed Frank C. Walker, who i 
ready to resign to devote all hi 
time to the postmaster general 
ship. The group is expected to de 
cide to hold the national nominat 
ing convention in Chicago in July 

A copy of the resolution was giv 
en Mr. Roosevelt at a receptior 
at the White House at which th« 
political leaders and their wives 
shook hands with him and Mrs 
Roosevelt, had tea and sandwich 
es, and talked briefly in smal 
groups and individually with the 
chief executive. 

Minnesotans, on leaving the re 

ception, reported they had receiv 
ed the President’s blessing on £ 

proposed merger of the Farmer 
Labor and Democratic parties ir 
their state, and Wisconsin mem 
bers said Mr. Roosevelt told then 
he favored a similar coalition o 
Democrats and Progressives there 

Elmer F. Kelm, Minnesota stat< 
chairman, and Elmer Benson, for 
mer Farmer-Labor governor am 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 6 
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M’NUTT ASSAILS 
CUTBACKRUMORS 

DETROIT Jan. 21.— ((PI—Mar 
power Chairman Paul V. McNul 
denounced tonight as Allies of th 
enemy the worker who wants t 

leave the war production line i: 
order to “land feet first” in peac 
and the “hard-boiled” employe 
‘who wants to beat his competito 
to the post-war market.” 

He denied ‘rumors of tremenc 
! ous cutbacks” in war productio 
I and asked Detroit and the natio 
to ‘reject the peace scare tha 

! would collapse the manpowe 
1 front.” 

In a speech for the Detroit vie 

j lory council McNutt said the tern 
‘cutback” is ‘a rumor word— 

propaganda word.” 
He said it may be “very dar 

gerous” in this era ‘when th 
peace scare is a major instrumen 
in the war of nerves.” 

The worker who wants to “lan 
feet first” in peace spreads th 
peace rumors McNutt said be 
cause they are a “sop to his cor 

science” and give him an alib 
for leaving war production. 

The “hard boiled” employe 
(Continued on PagfeTwo; Col. * 
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Mystery Targets On The Invasion 
Coast Of France Are Shattered; 
Nazis Are Pushed From Leningrad 

REDS CAPTURE MGA 

Round-About Rail Line To 
Moscow Is Freed By 

Action 

LONDON, Saturday, Jan. 22—M 
—The Russians are rolling back 
the German line from Leningrad 
through one fortified place after 
another Moscow announced early 
today, after the Red army yester- 
day captured the rail junction of 

Mga, 30 miles southeast of the 

great northern city, and thus freed 
a roundabout rail line tp Mos- 
cow. 

The Red army was in full of- 
fensive tide south, southward and 
eastward of Leningrad, killing 
thousands of Germans as it batter- 
ed through defensive areag the 
Nazis had carefully fortified for 
two years. 

"Under continuous blows of So- 
viet troops the enemy is rolling 
back in a southerly direction and 
abandoning one fortified place aft- 
er another,” said the midnight 
Moscow communique recorded by 
the Soviet monitor. 

A Hisnatch frnm Moscow by 
Eddy Gilmore, Associated Press 
correspondent, said that the cap- 
ture of Mga, announced last night 
in a special order of the day by 
Premier Marshal Joseph Stalin, 
had given Leningrad its first rail 
communication with Moscow and 
the rest of the Soviet Union in 
two years. 

The capture was part of a new 

breakthrough on a 30-mile front 
from the Narva River southeast 
to the .town of Vinyagolovo. By 
freeing this area the Russians 
obtained a roundabout railroad 
from Leningrad to Moscow via 
Vwlkhov. Vologda and Yarosavl. 

Still occupied by the Germans, 
but under heavy pressure from 
advancing Russians, was a por- 
tion of the main Leningrad-Moscow 
railroad through Kolpino and Tos- 
no south to Kalinin and the capi- 
tal. 

Mga, 10 miles southeast of the 
Neva River and 17 miles south of 
Schluesselburg, is 15 miles east 
of the great Leningrad-Moscow 
trunk railway, long lost to the 
Russians but now once again with- 
in their grasp. Mga was at the 
top of a German salient reaching 
southeast of Leningrad to a few 
miles south 8f Kurishi. 

From Mga three railways branch 
out, one going east to Volkhov and 
then north to Murmansk, one 

south to Kurishi, and another short 
line going southwest to join the 
Moscow Leningrad trunk line 
south of Kolpino. 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 6) 
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DRAFT DEFERMENT 
OUT FOR FATHERS 

New Hanover county is expect 
ed to send its first pre.Pearl Har- 
bor fathers into military service ir 
February. 

This was clearly indicated Fri 
day as officials disclosed tha 
the two draft boards here hav( 

■ ordered approximately 80 father: 
to stand pre-induction physical ex 

: aminations at Fort Bragg on Jan 
26. 

: Officials of county Draft Boarc 
■ No. 2 said there is every reasoi 
1 to believe that these pre-induc 

tion examined fathers will be in 
ducted into the armed forces nex 

month, if they are physically ac 

ceptable. 
Draft officials at city board No 

, 1 said they would undoubted! 
■ induct in February some of thi 

married men with children bon 
prior to Dec. 7 whom they havi 

_ called for pre.induction physica 
t tests. 

; About one-half of the 100 me 

j called by city board No. 1 am 

i approximately 30 of the “heavy’ 
: pre-induction physical call mad 
[* 

r (Continued on Page Two; Col. 4 

Wilmington Library 
i Needs Copy Of Star 
r For July 3rd, Last 

The Wilmington Public Lib- 
’ rary has lost its copy of the 
1 Star for July 3 last. The Star 

is unable to replace it. 
Miss Emma Woodward, the 

; librarian, is making an appeal 
1 for this issue, so that the 

bound volumes of the Star, 
* which form an important item 
s in the library’s reference de- 

partment, may be unbroken. 
7 Any reader possessing a Star 
1 

of this date and willing to part 
with it, will receive Miss Wood- 

r 
ward’s grateful acknowledge- 

) ment. 
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Air Group Is On ‘Eve Of Success;’ 
City May Get Long Awaited Service8 

By HOWARD SUTTLE 
(Star-News Washington Bureau) 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 21. — The 

Atlantic Coastal Cities Air Service 
Association is “on the eve of suc- 

cess in its long fight for a com. 

mercial airline connecting coastal 
cities south of New York. Rep. 
Winder R. Harris, (D-Va), declar- 
ed at the annual meeting of the 
association here today. 

Representative Harris referred 
to Aeronautics Board decision, ex- 

pected within “10 days or two 
weeks” and awarding to Colonial 
Airlines an extension from New 
York to Nassau, in the British Ba- 
hamas. The line would provide a 

long-needed service to Wilming- 
ton, with other stops at Atlantic 
City, Norfolk, Elizabeth City, New 
Bern, Myrtle Beach, Georgetown, 
Charleston, Savannah, Brunswick, 
Jacksonville, Datona Beach, Palm 
Beach and Miami. 

Mayor Henry W. Lockwood, of 
Charleston, was re-elected presi. 
dent of the association. Mayor Je- 
rome B. Flora, of Elizabeth City, 

was retained as vice-chairman, 
and Major H. F. Church, Charles- 
ton Port Director, was renamed 
secretary. M. O. Dunning of Wash- 
ington was continued as general 
counsel. 

The Association welcomed into 
membership the city of Savannah 
and formally accepted William C. 
Gilbert, chairman of the Savannah 
Chamber of Commerce Aviation 
Committee, nominated by Mayor 
Thomas Gamble as that city’s rep- 
resentative on the board of direc- 
tors. 

Beeause of their “hard work in 
putting this program over,” Rep- 
resentatives J. Bayard Clark, Gra- 
ham A. Barden and Herbert C. 
Nonner, of North Carolina; L. 
M.endel Rivers and John McMillan 
of South Carolina; S. O. Bland 
and Harris, of Virginia, and Hugh 
Peterson, of Georgia, all Demo- 
crats, were named directors-at- 
large. 

Mayor Bruce B. Cameron, of 
Wilmington, who was represented 
here by City Manager A. C. Nich- 

ols, succeeded former Mayor Ed 
Yow on the board. Harry Gard- 
ner, New Hanover County Com- 
missioner, replaced the late Lewis 
Fisher as director-at-large. F. O. 
Fockler, whose recent letter to 
Jonathan Daniels, administrative P 
assistant to the President, brought o 

from the White House a promise t 
of early release of the pending 
airline certificate, was present to F 

receive the praise of the associa- t 

tion for his “continued enthusiastic a 

efforts.” 
Postmaster General William Mu- j 

lock, of Canada, was named to 
succeed J. E. Savard as Mont- 
real’s representative on the board. 
Board members reelected include I 

Mayors Ray Henderson, of New 
Bern; Albert A. Springs, of Myrtle 1 

Beach, and Herbert L. Smith of * 

Georgetown; W. S, Harney of Nor- 1 

folk; Walter Foskett, of Nassau; * 

John S. Cator, of Charleston; Cap- 1 

tain Roger Williams, of Newport 
'News, and R. B. Page, of Wil- 
mington. 
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SENATE APPROVES 
NEW TAX MEASl E 

Lawmakers Draw Bill More 
In Line With FDR’s 

Request 
WASHINGTON. Jan. 21.—(#1—A 

$2,275,600,000 tax increase bill, crit- 

icized by President Roosevelt as 

unrealistic and yielding hardly a 

fifth of the Treasury’s goal, passed 
the Senate unanniously tonight 
and headed toward a conference 

with the House. 

The Senate complered its work 

by adopting a series of amend- 
ments which liberalize somewhat, 
from the standpoint of industry, 
the operations of the war contracts 
renegotiation law. although not so 

much as the finance cmmittee 
once tentatively decided upon. 

In modifying these previous pro- 
posals, the lawmakers drew the 
bill more in line with the recom- 

mendations of Mr. Roosevelt, who 
said in his recent budget message 
that he was disturbed by suggest- 
ed changes which in his opinion 
would restrict if not destroy the 
effectiveness of the law under 
which the government recaptures 
war profits deemed excessive. 

The Senate, however, flatly de- 
clined to heed the President’s ad- 
monition to send him a tax bill 

yielding the full $10,500,000,000 de- 
manded by the Treasury. 

The Finance committee estimat- 
ed that its amendments added 
about $130,000,000 to the bill ap- 

proved by the House, bringing to- 
tal Federal income to more than 

$43,500,000,000 a year. 
Nearly half the extra revenue— 

$1,011,100,000—would be obtained 
from new and higher excise taxes 

on a long list of items, including 
liquor, cosmetics, furs, jewelry, 
bowling alleys, admission charges 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 2) 
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CIVIL ENGINEER 
TAKEN BY DEATH 

Carl J. Josenhans. 60. superin 
tendent of Wrightsboro Baptis' 

: church and veteran civil enginer 
1 died Friday at 7:30 p.m. at Bui 
! lucks hospital after a long illness 
1 Mr. Josenhans retired in Julj 

1943 after 30 years of service a: 
1 an employe of the Wilmington Dis 

j trict U. S. Engineer Office. H< 

was recognized as one of the fore 
! most engineers in the south, anc 

had an outstanding record of serv 
1 

ice in the interest of North Caro 
lina. He was Resident Engineei 
for the Wilmington District En 

gineer office in connection wit! 
the construction of the Harbor o 

Refuge at Cape Lookout, a tw( 
and one-half million dollar projec 
designed to provide a refuge foi 

coastwise steamers seeking shel 
ter from storms. 

In addition, he designed the Car 
olina Beach highway bridge acrosi 
that section of the Intracoasta 
Waterway known as Snow’s cut 
Mr. Josenhans also designed th< 
Inland Waterway bridges acrosi 

Wilkerson’s greek. aporcximatelj 
60 miles northeast of Washington 
N. C„ and the Core creek bridgi 
located some 10 miles beyorn 
Beaufort. 

He designed the Third lock ant 

dam across the Cape Fear rive; 

^Continued on Page Two; Col. 3 

bnemybquipment 
Creates Interest 

A battle-scarred German tank 
destroyer mounted with a 76 mm. 

rifle, captured in the Sicilian cam- 

paign, a German mobile field kit- 
chen captured in North Africa, as 

well as a complete searchlight out- 
fit and an anti-aircraft half-track 
unit from Camp Davis, were 

among the equipment used to boost 
sales in the Fourth War Loan 
Bond selling program sponsored 
•by Wilmington Post No, 10 of' 
the American Legion, in front of 
the Post Office Friday at 4 p. m. 

The equipment, m charge of Lt. 
Whitney W. Merrill and Lt. Frank 
P. Izzo of Camp Davis, is schedul- 
ed to be displayed at bond rallies 
throughout North Carolina. It is 
expected to travel 1700 miles in 
29 days. 

Favorable weather, a series of 
qrisp speeches, and ringing mar- 
tial music by the New Hanover 
High school ROTC band helped to 
stir enthusiasm at the rally and 
to boost pledges in the Fourth War 
Loan drive. 

Wilmington citizens have already 
purchased $458,663.25 in bonds of 
their quota of $4,859,000. The goal 
(Continued on Pagie Five; Col. 6) 
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VOTE SCHEDULED 
ON RELIEF FUNDS 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 21.—UR— 
The United Nations’ plans for post- 
war relief and rebuilding of war- 

ravaged areas were praised as em- 

bodying the “spirit of America” 
and denounced as providing for 
“global bureaucracy” as the House 
wound up two days of debate to- 
day on legislation authorizing use 

of $1,350,000,000 for that purpose. 
A vote is scheduled for Monday. 
Rep. Burgin (D.-N.C.) said the 

agreement which established the 
United Nations Relief and Rehabil- 
itation Administration (UNRRA) 
carried out the tradition of Amer- 
ican readiness to help destressed 
peoples anywhere. But Rep. Smith 
(R.-Oliio) contended the agreement 
would put “no limit to the variety 
and scope of the functions that 
could be performed—from setting 
up a soup kitchen to the construc- 
tion of a railroad.” 

Rep. Fulbright (D.-Ark.) devoted 
a lengthy address to replying to 
earlier contentions of opponents 
that the relief organization might 
help Russia’s Premier Stalin be- 
come dictator of Europe. 

He pointed to Russia’s endorse- 
ment of UNRRA as proof that Sta- 
lin is “not primarily interested in 
imposing communism upon the 
whole of Europe.” 

Small Pieces Of Coping 
Fall From Clock-Tower 
Of County Court House 

Small pieces of coping, de- 
ieriorated with age, fell from 
the clock tower of the century- 

1 old county courthouse yesterday 
afternoon. 

Immediately upon the discov- 
* 

ery by T. K. Woody, clerk of 

the New Hanover County Board 
of Commissioners, at 1:10 p. m. 

: the west entrance of the court- 
house was blocked off to keep 

l pedestrians from being injur- 
; ed by any further debris. Mr. 

Woody stated that repairs were 

-> being effected immediately. 
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BRITISH FORCES i 

HOLD M1NTURNO i 
_________ 

Forced Labor Being Used i 

To Build New Defense ! 
Line 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, Al- 

giers, Jan. 21.— (#)—Battalions of 
forced Italian labor are^WfShmg to 

completion a powerful new “Adolf 
Hitler’’ defense line 5 miles be- 
low Rome, Nazi prisoners reported 
today, indicating that the enemy 
has scant hope of holding his pre- 
sent “Gustav” line much longer 
against the onslaught of American, 
British and French troops. 

The British firmly held the town 
of Minturno, two miles northwest 
of the Garigliano river, afte; Al- 
lied planes and artillery smashed 
an incipient German counterattack 
on that wes1 coast communications 
hub, and French forces north of 
Cassino captured the foot of Mt. 
II Lago. a Nazi strongpoint across- 

the Rapido River from the village 
of Sant’ Elia. The Gustav fortifica- 
tions thus were being shredded 
fast. 

Ever since their landing on the 
Salerno beaches in September, Lt. 
Gen. Mark W. Clark’s Fifth Army 
troops have been forced to batter 
their way through a succession of 
Nazi defense systems that extract- 

(Continued c-n Page Three; Col. 5) 

Attempts To Settle 
Polish Border Dispute 
Is Completely Locked 

L.ONOON, Jan. 21—un—Ef- 
forts to settle the Russlan- 
Polish border dispute appart- 
ly were deadlocks tonight at 
least until Moscow answers 

overtures made by Washing- 
ton. 

The Poles, insisting the dis- 

pute was a matter for the 
whole United Nations, were 

waiting anxiously to see 

whether the Soviet government 
replies to the offer of media- 

tion made bv U. S. Secretary 
of State Hull. 

It was generally believed 

that Prime Minister Churchill 
after conferring with Polish 
leaders yesterday may have 
communicated with Premier 
Stalin in an effort to bring the 
Russians and the Poles to- 
gether. 

DAYLIGHT ASSAULT 

erlin Is Given Its Worst 
Raid Of War — 11 

Planes Lost 

LONDON, Saturday, Jan. 22.—UH 
-Strong formations of Allied 
lanes hammered mystery targets 
n the French invasion coast yes- 

:rday, shooting down 19 German 
lanes at a cost of 11 in an opera- 
on that followed the largest aerial 
ttack ever made on Berlin. 
It was estimated that 1,000 Al- 

sd panes participated in the 
ttack on the French coast. 
Six of the 11 missing Allied 

lanes were U. S. heavy bombers. 
German long wave radio trans- 

nitters left the air last night, pos- 
ibly indicating that the RAF 
gain was attacking the German 
apital for the second successive 
ii crhf 

Hundreds of American heavy 
;nd medium bombers and nearly 
.11 types of RAF planes partici- 
pated in the daylight assault on 
he Pas-de-Calais, the portion of 
rrance closest to England. 
Describing the enemy fighter op- 

position as generally weak over 

r'rance, a joint communique is- 
ued by the British Air Ministry 
ind the U. S. Army credited U. S. 
Hying Fortresses and Liberators 
vith destroying seven Nazi planes 
vhile escorting American fighters 
jot an equal number. RAF, Do- 
ninion and Allied fighters account- 
'd for an additional five enemy 
planes. 

The Allied attacking force, lost 
wo light bombers and three fight- 
:rs in addition to the six U. S. 
leavy bombers. 

Nazi planes struck back at Lon- 
Jtm ISst nighf in thef heaviest raid 
since October, setting off the u.im- 
ier of Britain’s powerful ring cf 
anti-aircraft guns. At least sight 
Herman night raiders, including 
some attacking London, were shot 
down over England, it was learned 
authoritatively. Some London’13 
were trapped amid ruins and the 
extent of the damage of the Ger- 
man raid was not immediately de- 
termined. 

In a new attack cycle with re- 
inforced strength, American heavy 
and medium bombers and nearly 
all types of RAF planes raked 
mysterious Nazi forward defenses 
during the day in the Pas-de-Ca- 
lais area. 

Perhaps 2,000 tons of bombs 
crashed down on the French coast 
targets. In its attack Thursday 
light the RAF hit Berlin with more 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 6) 

SUBMARINES SINK 
12 JAP VESSELS 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 21.— UP) — 

Hard-punching American subma- 
rines engaged in a continuing bat- 
tle to ruin Japan’s shipping, have 
sent 12 more of the enemy’s cargo 
vessels plunging to the bottom of 
the Pacific. 

The blow, another long step to- 
ward cutting off men and materi- 
als from the enemy's ocean bases, 
was announced today by the Navy- 
in a matter-of-fact communique 
which told only of the types of 
ships sunk. The 12 ran the total 
sunk by America’s Pacific subma- 
rines to 408. 

The communique did not give 
any indication of the problems sur- 

mounted by the submarine crews 

on their many weeks of cruising 
beneath enemy waters, nor did it 
indicate where the Japanese ships 
were attacked and sunk. 

But there is a strong possibility 
that some of the submarines oper- 
ated virtually within hailing dis- 
tance of the Japanese shores. 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 5) 

Allied Triple Squeeze Underway 
In Italian Liri Valley Sector 

BY KIRKE L. SIMPSON 
Associated Press War Annalyst 
British elements of the Fifth Ar- 

my in Italy, pushing down the 
north slope of low Minturno ridge 
•On the left flank, have set foot 
on something more immediately 
important to the Allied march on 

Rome than the classical Appian 
Way route between Rome and Na- 
ples. 

With capture of Minturno, they 
are moving on an indicated seven- 
mile front to clear the coastal 
sector of the Minturo-Cassino-Alina 
lateral highway. French units oi 
General Mark Clark’s army are 
astride that road at the enshore 
end, and American forces in the 
center, are converging on Cassino. 

Thus it seems clear that an Al- 
lied triple squeeze is in progress 
aimed at clearing the whqje width 

of the Liri Valley. German expec- 
tation of the early fall of Cassino 
was indicated in the Berlin an- 

nouncement of an evacuation of 
Minturno. 

Further proof that the Nazis are 

prepared to give up another short 
out highly important step of the 
main military road to Rome comes 

from German prisoners. They re- 

port a secondary defense line six 
miles north of Cassino is in readi- 
ness. It probably is keyed to the 
next highway lateral—the Gaeta- 
Pico-Arce, Sora cross road. 

British elements holding the sea 

flank of the Fifth Army front west 
of Minturno are astride the Appian 
Way. Allied naval units in the Gulf 
of Gaeta have shelled it in the 
region of the town of that name 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. .A) 


