
FORECAST 
NORTH CAROLINA: Mostly cloudy 

Tuesday light showers In west portions, 
not much change in temperature. Wed- 
nesday partjy cloudy and slightly warm- 
er, with scattered showers in moun- 
tains. 
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Air Line Route 
To Make Stop 
In Wilmington 
nal awaiting planes 

Jacksonville Philadelphia 
Run Will Have Stop 

In City 
WASHINGTON. D. C., Feb. 21.— 

Special'—The Civil Aeronautics 
Board today announced issuance 
0f a certificate to National Air 
Lines to extend its commercial 
airplane service from its presenl 
headquarters in Jacksonville, Fla., 
to New York, with stops at Savan- 
nah. Charleston, Wilmington and 
Philadelphia. 

National Airlines now serves 

Florida cities and extends its serv- 

ice westward along the Gulf coast 

to New Orleans. 
Contacted at his Jacksonville of- 

fice. G. T. Baker, president of 
National, voiced gratification at 
the CAB decision, and declared 
the new service will be started as 

soon as the line is assigned ad- 
ditional airplanes, which he be- 
lieves will be not long delayed. 

The assignment must come from 
the Munitions Assignment Board 
and receive the approval of the 
Army and the Navy. 

"We are happy to be able to 
give the southern Atlantic coastal 
region this new service.” said Mr. 
Baker, and will have our planes 
living over the route as quickly 
as we can get them.” 

Mr. Baker added: 
"National intends to use 4 en- 

gined Lockheed Constellation 
planes on the Jacksonville-New 
York extension. These planes have 
a cruising speed of 350 miles per 
hour and can accommodate 60 
passengers.” 

Mr. Baker said about 500 persons 
vili be employed on the proposed 
extension. 

Although it is not known when 
tne new route will be put into op- 
eration. it was brought out in a 

statement from the air line that 
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LONERGAN TRIAL 
OPENS WEDNESDAY 

NEW YORK, Feb. 21.— (J!1— 
Wayne Lonergan, who stepped 
from a modest home into the glitter 
of cafe society, was ordered today 
to go to trial Wednesday on a 

charge of murdering his heiress 
wife. Patricia, in her bedroom last 
Oct. 24. 

Evidence already brought to light 
by police investigation of events 
leading up to the tragedy indicated 
'.hat the testimony would touch in- 
timately upon swank cafes and a 
number of the beautiful women 
and dapper men who frequent 
them. 

Holding that the 26-year-old Roy- 
al Canadian Aircraftsman has been 
granted every consideration, Gen- 
eral Sessions Judge John J. Gres- 
*1 today refused Defense Counsel 
ndward V Broderick's motion for 
a further delay in the twice-post- 
poned trial. 

Judge Freschi also denied de- 
fense motions to obtain copies of 
bre autopsy report on Mrs. Loner- 
»an and of a’ New. York draft 
board psychiatric report that’caus- 
ed Lonergan’s classification as 4-F 
°n his own admission, the district 
attorney's office has said, that' he 
Was a homosexual. 

Lie tall, cool-eyed defendant, 
whose smartest carrer was halted 
when he was found in a Toronto, 
Canada, boarding house two days 
^rter t[re slaying, was described by 

counsel as confident he will 
make out all right.” 
Lonergan was indicted on a first 

degree murder charge after his 22- 
lear-old brunette wife’s battered 
2nd unclothed body was found in 
ber fashionable East Side apart- 
ment, 

The district attorney’s office 
«aims to have a confession from 
mm. The office quoted him as say- 
nS he struck his wife with a heavy 
candlestick because she refused to 
^ him see their infant son. 

Hearing Waived 
By Army Private 

CHARLOTTE, Feb. 22 — UP) 
—Pvt. Charles Lewis Rey- 
nolds, 23, of Columbus, O., 
waived a preliminary hear- 
ing in recorder’s court today 
on a charge of murder in con- 
nection with the death of Pvt. 
Lee M. Riley, 24, of Webster 
City, Iowa in a hotel room 
here the night of February 7. 

Reynolds was remanded to 
jail without privilege of bond 
to await trial in superior court. 

Riley was found strangled to 
death with the sleeve of a 

sweatshirt, Reynolds later 
was taken into custody in 
Columbus. 

VETO OF NEW TAX 
BILL TODAY SEEN 

Doughton May Take Ac- 
tive Part In Move To. 

Override Veto 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 21— (IF) — 

President Roosevelt was said by 
his supporters today to have picked 
George Washington’s birthday to 
do to the new $2,315,000,000 tax bill 
what the first President did to the 
cherry tree. 

The prompt Republican reaction 
was a tentative decision of the 
minority’s steering committee to 
resist the action—to unite for over- 

riding the Presidential veto prom- 
ised for Tuesday. However, Minori- 
ty Leader Martin,. of Massachu- 
setts, said the exact line of action 
would have to await Mr. Roose- 
velt’s detailed objections. 

“We want to see whether he has 
something besides political argu- 
ments,” said Martin. 

Rep. Knutson of Minnesota, rank- 
ing Republican on the Ways and 
Means Committee, saw no need of 
waiting. 

we win override, ne said. 
I “There is only one issue. That is 
whether the President shall usurp 
the Congressional power to levy 
taxes.” 

Some Capitol Hill sources indicat- 
ed that Chairman Doughton (D.- 
N. C.l of the Ways and Means 
Committee might take an active 
part in the campaign to override. 

It was Speaker Rayburn (D.- 
Tex.) who said the President would 
let tjie axe fallen a special mes- 

sage to Congress tomorrow. Ray- 
burn predicted Mr. Roosevelt will 
be sustained. 

This probably would mean there 
would be no new revenue legisla- 
tion in 1944. 

The veto will be the second in a 

week. The President’s rejection of 
the anti-food subsidy bill was sus- 

tained in the House with 25 votes 
to spare. 

Mr. Roosevelt in a blunt veto 
message said that legislation would 
break the line against war-time in- 
flation. The tense situation between 
the White House and Capitol Hill 
brought charges from Republicans 
and anti-administration democrats 
that the President is running for 
a fourth term on an “anti-Congress 
platform.” 

^ The tax bill embodies only about 
one fifth of the $10,500,000,000 in 
new revenue requested by the ad- 
ministration. Mr. Roosevelt in his 
State of the Union message last 
month said the measure “does not 

begin to meet” the test of realism 
by a government at war. 

War Bond Sales For 
North Carolina Are 
Set At $158,500,000 

WINSTON-SALEM, Feb. 21. 
—(/P)—Total sales in North 
Carolina’s Fourth War Loan 

Drive today moved to $158,500,- 
000,—126 per cent of the quota 
—State War Finance Chair- 
man Clarence T. Leinbach, an- 

nounced tonight. 
Individual purchases were 

reported at $64,800,000, or 92 

per cent the goal of $70,- 
000,000 and leaders of the 
campaign expressed hope that 
the state would go over the 

top this week. 
Series E Bond sales includ- 

ed in over-all figures on indi- 
vidual buying, now total $36.- 
000,000 or 82 per cent of the 

quota of $44,000,000. 

Improvements 
ForHomeHere 
Are Approved 
INSTITUTIONS TALKJgf 
Will Carry Out ‘T*#$ 

Letter’ 20 Records* 
dations Made ^ 

A Most of Monday »■» 
ly meeting of the Bo. ^ »ty 
Commissioners was tahv vtfith 
discussion of the New 4. ,40ver 

County Home and the Juvenile de- 
tention home. 

Commissioner Louis Coleman 
said that the Board of Commis- 
sioners are subject to criticisms. 
“However,” he said, “the report 
received today is the first report 
received by this board from the 
Board of Health.” 

commissioners accepted a list 01 
20 recommendations from the Con 
solidated Board of Health and de 
cided to carry out "to the letter,’ 
as Commissioner Coleman said,’ 
recommendations one to 20, as spe 
cified by the Health Department.’ 

The board also adopted a resolu- 
tion whereby a monthly inspection 
of the institution will be made by 
the Board of Health and a regular 
report made every 30 days to the 
Board of Commissioners. 

Commissioner Coleman stated 
that "the existing conditions at the 
county home would never have 
existed if periodical inspections of 
the institution had been carried out 
by the Consolidated Board of 
Health.” 

At the meeting yesterday, Mars- 
den Bellamy, county attorney, was 

given authority at the meeting to 
draw up a suitable resolution noti- 
fying the public of a special elec- 
tion for authorization of the county 
to build a red cross sanitorium. 

Mr. Coleman was asked to con- 

fer with architects to determine 
the type of building and the costs 
of construction. A site for the new 

hospital has not been chosen, ac- 

cording to Addison Hewlett, chair- 
man of the board. 

The board adopted a resolution 
directing that a letter be written 

to the National Air Lines, con- 

gratulating them and extending 
the country’s felicitations for 
bringing their air service into 
this secion of tre country. 

Commissioners appointed a com- 

mittee to complete further investi- 
gations at the juvenile detention 
home and county home. It is ex- 

pected that additional help will be 

hired for maintenance of the in- 
stitutions. 

The U. S. Immigration depart- 
m?nt requested through Jennings 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 5) 
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WARNING ISSUED 
ON DEDUCTIONS 

It has been brought to the at- 

tention of tne local Internal Reve- 

nue office in Wilmington that many 

persons are attempting to prepare 
individual income tax returns for 

taxpayers in and around Wilming- 
ton, who appear to be unfamiliar 
with the income tax laws or they 
are disregarding the text of the 
law as affecting claimed deduc- 
tions. ■ 

In discussing the matter. Ray- 
mond D. Christman, chief zone 

deputy of the Wilmington major 
zone, states that such procedure 
on the part of a taxpayer will 
ultimately lead to an embarrassing 
situation, because such deductions 
as are not permissible under the 
law will be restored to income and 

taxpayers will be required to fur- 
nish unquestionable data to show 
that legal deductions are in order 
and those which cannot be proven 
will likewise be restored to in- 
come. 

“It would be better”, said Christ- 
man, “if taxpayers would famili- 
arize thenr/elves with these depart- 
ures from the. law and to see for 
themselves that his return is prop- 
erly prepared before signing it, for 

there .are severe penalties, ranging 
fromjheavy fines to imprisonment 
terms, involving such irregulari- 
ties.” '_ _; 

Two Men Are Chosen To Administer 
Plan For ‘Adventure In Prosperity’ 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 21.— UP) — 

he administration accepted al- 
taost in act today the plan of Ber- 
ard M. Baruch for a postwar ‘ad- 

we,,tu;e ir> prosperity” and chose 
P 

11 L Clayton and Brig. Gen. 
jraali T- Hines for two key jobs the vast demobilization task. 

Clayton, who used to run one Of 
e world's biggest cotton export 'businesses at Houston, Tex., re- 
U'tea as assistant secretary of 

imerce to take over the as- 

dn1?ment of disP°sing of billions of 
ar> of surplus war property. 

....lnes "’ill continue to administer 
lans affairs as he has for a 

d r C. °f year.s and in addition will 
irer:- letraining and reemploy- 
thr 

of Ute men and women as 
y eav* the armed services and 

war industries. Mrs. Anna Rosen- 
berg, labor expert and regional di- 
rector of the manpower commis- 
sion for New York State, has been 
invited to become one of Hines’ 
assistants. 

Hinensn’n duties aBd powers still 
must be defined specifically by 
President Roosevelt in an execu- 

tive order. 
A Presidential order setting up 

the surplus war property adminis- 
tration within the war mobilization 
office was signed Saturday. It fol- 
lows closely proposals made by 
Baruch and his aide, John M. Han- 
cock, in a report Friday to Mr. 
Roosevelt and War Mobilization 
Director James F. Byrnes- 

Clayton will be assisted by rep- 
resentnatives of interested govern- 

mental agencies serving on a sur- 

plus property policy board. The 
government plans to sell property 
ana supplies left over from the 
war through these channels: 

Consumer goods through the 
treasury’s procurement division, 
capital and producers’ goods 
through a Reconstruction Finannce 
Corporation Subsidiary, ships and 
maritime property through the 
Maritime Commission, food 
through the War Food Administra- 
tion, housing through the NationaJ 
Housing Administration and prop- 
erty to be disposed of outside the 
United States through the Foreign 
Economic Administration. 

Announcing the Clayton * and 
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Japanese Convoy Is Smashed, 
Paramushiro Is Raided By U. $.; 

v Brunswick Hit; Anzio Hold Safe 
'WS ARE PARRIED 

potential Knockout Punch 
Of Germans Crushed 

By Allies 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, Na- 
ples, Feb. 21.—(A’l—American and 
British troops on the Anzio beach- 
head successfully parried weak- 
ened German blows today after 
having blocked a potential knock- 
out punch by Field Marshal Al- 
bert Kesselring’s massed divisions 
in 48 hours of furious weekend 
combat. 

Nazi attempts to infiltrate 
through Allied lines in the Car- 
roceto and Cisterna areas with aU 
tacks of diminished intensity were 
turned back with further bloody 
losses for the enemy, headquar- 
ters announced. 

Both American and German 
planes were active over the beach- 
head today, despite poor visibility. 
At least three Nazi planes werC 
shot down in combat. American 
bombers and fighters maintained 
air cover over Allied ground 
troops and attacked German 
troops and gun positions. Mitchell 
medium bombers attacked railway 
yards at Orte. 35 miles above 
Rome on the main line to Flor- 
ence. 

Allied positions on the beach- 
head were officially described as 

more or less stabilized. 
Along the Carroceto-Anzio road, 

where the bitterest fighting raged 
for two days and nights, German 
troops were hammered back 1,000 
yards, a headquarters spokesman 
said, placing the Allies within 
about 3,000 yards of Carroceto, the 
village from which Kesselring 
launched his power drive last 
Wednesday. 

(A field dispatch from Daniel 
De Luce, Associated Press corre- 

spondent on the beachhead, said 
Allied counterattacks against the 
enemy’s flank on Saturday re- 

gained' about fwo miles at' one 

point, throwing the Nazis back to- 
ward Carroceto, presumably from 
a southeasterly direction. 

(The German-controlled Rome 
radio reported that “powerful 
American attacks were beaten off 
in the Anzio beachhead” today, 
and said that both Anzio and Net- 
tuno, the two ports upon which 
the Allies are dependent for the 
bulk of their supplies and rein- 
forcements, had been on fire since 
last night.) 

The Allied command, in perhaps 
its most optimistic communique 
since the landing at Anzio a month 
ago, highly praised not only the 
Fifth Army infantry and lank 
units that threw six Germans di- 
visions back in a fierce, all-out 
battle, but also commended the 
“magnificent support” given by 
Allied warships, planes and artil- 
lery. 

American veterans of the Tuni- 
sian campaign, thrown against 
even 'eater enemy striking pow- 
er than they faced in Africa, were 

largely instrumental in beating 
back a savagely-determined oppo- 
nent. 

Little news was received from 
the Cassino front, where the fight- 
ing had slackened appreciably for 
several days. American troops 
were reported holding fast to their 
positions inside Cassino itself. 

WSCS CONFERENCE 
SET IN RALEIGH 

RALEIGH, Feb. 21.—{JP)— The 
fourth annual session of the Wo- 
man’s Society of Christian Serv- 
ice of the southeastern jurisdic- 
tion of the Methodist church will 
be held here beginning tomorrow 
and continuing through Thursday. 

The four-day program will deal 
•with the Christian outlook for the 

post-war world. Speakers sched- 
uled to appear include women 

high in the fields of home and for- 

eign missions and several return- 
ed missionaries. 

Tuesday’s program includes a 

meeting of the jurisdiction execu- 

tive committee, one of the mem- 

bers of the jurisdiction deaconess 
association and another of the en- 

larged jurisdiction committee of 
the region. 

Addresses will be given during 
the day by Sallie Lou MacKinnon, 
executive secretary of the depart- 
ment of work in foreign fields of 
the Woman’s Society of Chris- 
tian Service, and Josephus Dan- 

iels, former secretary of the navy 

and ambassador to Mexico. 
-V- 

CLERK INDICTED 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 21—(#)—A 

woman postal clerk, Mrs. P. 
Elaine Pond of Washington, was 

indicted by a Federal Grand Jury 
today on' charges of taking money 

from three letters addressed to 

President Roosevelt. The letters 
contained a total of $5 said to 

have been sent for the infantile 

paralysis fund. 

FACTOREIS CRUSHED 

Escorting Planes Bag 33 
Enemy Craft-Assault 

Continuing 
LONDON, Tuesday, Feb. 21.—OP) 

—A thundering force of American 
heavy bombers and fighters, near- 

ly equalling the 2,000-plane arma- 
da sent out Sunday, crushed two 

I aircraft factories at Brunswick 
and bombed at least six major 
airdromes and other targets in 
Germany Monday in speedy fur- 
therance of the campaign to de- 
stroy the German air force. 

Quickly following the 2,200-lon 
RAF bombardment of Stuttgart 
Sunday night, Monday’s sweeping 
series of daylight raids by the 
Americans were executed at the 
cost of 15 bombers and five fight- 
ers missing. The escorting Mus- 
tangs, Thunderbolts and lightnings 
bagged 33 enemy planes. Bomber 
gunners’ reports have not yet been 
tabulated, but should raise the 
score. 

When the American Fortresses 
and Liberators finished their day’s 
work, it was estimated unofficial- 
ly that more than 5.000 Allied 
bombers had been over Germany 
within 36 hours and had dropped 
nearly 8,000 tons of bombs on tar- 
gets vital to Germany’s aerial de- 
fense. 

At first the gigantic effort en- 

tailed great sacrifice in Allied 
planes, but as the German fighter 
defenses became weaker, wearier 
and more dispersed., Allied losses 
dropped. 

The decreasing scale of resist- 
ance was shown in this recapitula- 
tion of four successive large-scale 
attacks: 

The RAF lost 79 bombers—a rec- 
ord number—in the opening as- 
sault on Leipzig early Feb. 2C. 

The U. S. Army Air Forces lost 
22 bombers in daylight attacks 
Sunday, but with their fighter es- 
cort destroyed 126 German planes. 

The RAF lost 10 bombers on 

Sunday night’s Stuttgart raid. 
American losses Monday were 

15 bombers—estimated at roughly 
one and one-half per cent of the 
force dispatched. 

At Brunswick Monday the Amer- 
ican heavy bombers concentrated 
on two aircraft component factor- 
ies that were hit Sunday, while 
other formations aimed for targets 
in nearby Hannover and large air- 
craft plants and other military in- 
stallations near the Dutch border. 
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TOBACCO WORKERS 
VOTE FOR STRIKE 

DURHAM. Feb. 21.— UP) —The 
2.397 employes of the Durham 

plant of the American Tobacco 

Company today voted almost six 
to one in favor of striking, as a 

direct result of the firm’s refusal 

to grant members of the tobacco 

workers union of America a union 

shop contract. 
The Riedsville and Richmond lo- 

cals of the TWUA, which are 

American Federation of Labor af- 
filiates, already have accepted the 
company’s offer of a maintenance 
of union membership proposal aft- 
er the firm had refused flatly to 

give the six union locals involved 
a union shop contract. 

Durham's strike proposition, ac- 

cording to informed sources, is be- 
ing backed to the limit by the two 
Richmond locals, but no backing or 

disapproval of the strike proposal 
has been voiced by the Reidsville 
unions. 

The balloting of men and women 

workers at the local plant of the 
tobacco firm was carried on under 
the auspices of the Federal gov- 
ernment, as has been provided by 
the Smith Connally Anti Strike 
Law. 
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American Legion Group 
Expects To Beat Quota 

DURHAM, Feb. 21—(#>—Indica- 
tions that the American Legion 
Auxiliary in North Carolina may 
exceed its fourth War Loan drive 
goal of $110,000 in War Bond pur- 
chases to finance an Army am- 

bulance airplane have been report- 
ed to the office of the state secre- 

tary, Miss Arelia Adams, here. 
Final reports from local units 

throughout the state are dilfe on 

Friday, the secretary said, add- 
ing that announcement of totals 
will be made on Feb. 27. 

Bond sales made public through 
the auxiliary will be returned to 
Mrs. Carl Bishopric of Spray, 
chairman of the Women’s division 
of the War Finance committee of 
North Carolina. The Legion Auxili- 
ary’s chairman for The Am- 
bulance Airplane drive is Mrs. 
Marvin S. Revell of Kenly. 

USS Shangri La Before Launching 

This is the aircraft carrier Shangri La on the ways at the 
Norfolk Navy yard where it will be launched Feb .24 by Mrs. James 
Doolittle, wife of Major Gen. James Doolittle, who led the bombing 
raid on Tokyo April 18, 1942. (AJ? Wirephoto from U. S. Navy) 

HEARINGS OPENED 
ON BUS FRANCHISE 

State Utilities Commission 
To Determine Rightful 

Holder 

RALEIGH, F e b. 21.—OP—•’The 
State Utilities Commission began 
taking evidence at a hearing to- 

day in an effort to determine the 

rightful owner of transportation 
franchises over fieveral of the 

state’s principal highways. 
The issue concerns charges 

made by the Carolina Transpor- 
tation Company of Raleigh that a 

franchise approved for the South- 
ern Consolidated Transportation 
company to operate between 
Greensboro, Durnam apd Wilming- 
ton is void because it was aban- 
doned by Southern before that con- 

cern was sold outright to the Over- 

nite Transportation Company of 

Richmond, Va. 

Carolina is asking the commis- 
sion to cancel Southern’s franchise 

rights over the routes, alleging 
that the new owner of the com- 

pany is “infringing on a franchise 
which was not a part of the sale 

rights in the Overnite-Southern 
ddal.” 

Specifically, Southern’s franchis- 
es certified operation between 
Durham and Wilmington, via Ra- 

leigh and Clinton, and from Green- 
boro to Wilmington, via Fayette- 
ville. 

Attorneys appearing for Caro- 
lina included W. B. Umstead of 
Durham, Arch T. Allen and Clem 
B. Holding, both of Raleigh. Over- 
nite is being represented by T. J. 
Gold, Jr., of High Point, and 
Gardner C. Hudson of Winston- 
Salem. 

REDS ADVANCING 
ON KR1V01ROG 

Russian Troops Battling 
Within Suburbs of 

Iron City 
LONDON, Tuesday, Feb. 22—(/P) 

—Russian Ukraine troops yester- 
day crashed into the outskirts of 
Krivoi Rog less than four miles 
from the heart of that iron ore 

city in the Dnieper Bend, while 
on the northern front Moscow said 

today that other Soviet forces in a 

sudden strike across the Lovat riv- 
er had toppled the big German 
base of Kholm, 60 miles south of 
Lake Ilmen. 

The two offensives imperilled 
all German positions in the Ukraine 

(Continued on Page Eight; Col. 3) 

Soviet Peace Demands 
Have Be^n Given Finns, 

Newspaper Reports 
STOCKHOLM, Feb. 21—(/P) 

—The newspaper D&gens Ny- 
heter said tonight that Juhu 

K. Paasikivi, Finnish diplomat, 
had received the Russian arm- 

istice demands and had dis- 

cussed terms of a proposed 
Russian-Finnish peace plan. 

The newspaper said Paasi- 
kivi, who has been in Swe- 
den for several days purport- 
edly on a vacation, planned to 
leave Helsinki soon. 

Since Paasikivi’s arrival here 
his presence has been linked 
to reports that Finland was 

seeking to make peace with 
Russia. There has been no of- 
ficial confirmation, however, 
that he was in contact with 
Moscow through the Soviet le- 
gation here. 

NIP LOSSES MOUNTING 

6 Merchantment, One Cor* 
vette, Two Gunboats 

Reported Sunk 

**U. S. PACIFIC FLEET HEAD. 
3.UARTERS, Pearl Harbor, Feb. 
21. —(/P)— United States troop* 
have captured Enlwetok island 
after stubborn opposition and na- 

val and air forces are attacking 
Parry island in strength. 

American casualties “in the cap. 
ture of Eniwetok atoll” were only 
approximately 150 dead and 350 
wounded, according to preliminary 
reports last night, Adm. Chester 
W. Nimitz reported in a commu- 

nique tonight. 
One thousand Japanese were es- 

timated on Engebi and Eniwetok 
islands at the start of the prein- 
vasion bombardment, but there is 
no information as to how many 
survived the barrage to resist our 

landing troops. 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Jap Losses High 

Japan’s war losses in the Pa- 
cific last week—her most fateful 
seven days since Pearl Harbor- 
touched new highs today as re- 

ports from all portions of the Pa- 
cific front listed at least 65 ships 
sunk and more than 365 planes 
destroyed. 

From General Douglas MacAr- 
thur came reports that Allied fliers 
caught their second Japanese con- 

voy in a week off the Bismarck 
archipelago, sank six medium mer- 

chantmen, one corvette, two gun- 
boats and probably destroyed 
three freighters last Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Significantly, the convoy was 

outward-bound from bomb-blasted 
Rabaul, New Britain, suggesting 
evacuation of that once-powerful 
bastion rather than reinforcement. 
Twenty-six enemy planes were 
lost in the latest smash at Ra- 
baul. 

From Admiral Chester W. Ni- 
mitz, Allied Pacific commander, 
came reports that Navy planes 
last Saturday staged a five-ton 
bombing raid on Paramushiro and 
Shimushu, northernmost Kurile is- 
lands in the far north Pacific, 
while Army planes and warships 
pounded heavily at eastern Mar- 
shall islands in the Central Pa- 

cific where Japanese defenders 
are virtually cut off from supply 
and salvation. 

From. Lt.-Gen. Joseph Stilweli in 
Chungking came reports a 2,700,- 
tcn merchant vessel was dive- 
bombed and destroyed on the 
French Indo-China coast and a 1,- 
000-ton freighter was sent to the 
bottom of the East China Sea. 

These staggering naval losses, 
which Japan can ill afford, can be 
added to the toll taken at Truk in 

Ihe Caroline islands last week 
when carrier-based planes sunk at 

(Continued on Page Eight; Col. 3) 
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LONDON IS BACK 
IN FRONT LINES 

LONDON, Feb. 21.— (tf)—London 
is back in the front line air war 

and for veterans of the 1940-41 cam- 

paign it is, as Prime Minister 
Churchill put it, “like old times.’* 

For thousands of American new- 

comers the weekend provided ex- 

perience under fire from a German 
air force apparently determined to 
burn out the capital and do its 
best to upset invasion preparations 
in Britain. 

Straphangers and soldiers, shop- 
keepers and solicitors had one chief 
topic of conversation — the Nazis’ 
second fire raid in three nights 
Sunday night which showered in- 

icendiaries and high explosives and 
took a toll of lives and property 
reminiscent of the Battle of Brit- 
ain. 

Proposal To Merge St. Andrew’s, 
Church Of Covenant Is Presented 

A proposal to merge St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian church and 
the Church of the Covenant was 
suomitted to the congregations of 
these churches at the Sunday 
morning services in a statement 
of recommendations issued by the 
churches’ sessions. 

The merger recommendation, 
which is subject-to a vote by both 
congregations and final approval 
by the Wilmington Presbytery, 
would make a combined congrega- 
tion of about 1,160 for the selected 
church, and assets of both 
churches would be combined to 
form assets of the, merged church. 

The merger of the two churches 

was-developed because of the in- 
dication in recent years that the 

membership of St. Andrew’s 

church “is moving away from the 
present church location. 

The recommendation of a merg- 
ed church was publicly announced 
in the churches Sunday and the 
congregations furnished a state- 
ment of suggestions for consider- 
ation. The proposal was developed 
by the following committees of St. 
Andrew’s church, J. K. Banner- 
man, F. L. King and O. H. Shoe- 
maker and Church of the Cove- 
nant, Dr. J, E. Evans, Lewis Hall, 
and Walter Sprunt. 

Dr. J. Harry Whitmore is pastor 
of the Church of Covenant and 
Dr. John Knox Bowling of St. 
Andrew’s church. 

The suggestions offered the 
church congregations for their con- 

U 

sideration by the joint session* 
are: 

1. That St. Andrew’s Presbyter- 
ian church and the Church of the 
Covenant be merged into one 

church. 
2. That the name of the new 

merged church be “St. Andrew’s 
Covenant Presbyterian church,” 

3. That the property, real and 
personal of the two churches be 
combined to form the assets of 
the merged church. 

4. That the official bodies of the 
two churches ^sessions, deacon- 
ates, and trustees) be combined 
to form the respective bodies of 
the merged church. 

(Continued on Pace Three; Col. 6) 
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