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Nazis Launch 
lew Drives In 
}ld Poland 

IN the southeast 

ie(l Communique Fails To 
Announce Any Notable 

Soviet Advance 

LONDON. Thursday, April 20.— 

fne Germans, lashing out 

■iereelv to save their big base at 
w have launched a large- 

icale attack in the southeastern 

:orner of old Poland, and some 

.,v'ns have changed hands south 

..d east of Stanislawow, the Rus- 

'rs announced last night, but de- 

:iared rne enemy was repulsed. 
The Soviet communique, which 

or the first time in weeks did not 

,ec0rd some notable Red army ad- 

ance said that in the Crimea 

he' Germans launched several 

am counter-attacks on the Sevas- 

opol-Simferopol highway, but the 

tussians gained several strongly- 
ortified defense centers around 
evastopol itself, notably Fedyuk- 
;nv heights, south of Inkerman 
bout five miles from the center 

t jhe city. Many of the enemy 
ere slain and many captured as 

he survivors were pressed inex- 
rably back against the sea, the 
iussians reported. 
The Sevastopol battle took on 

lore and more the character of 

siege, however. The Russians 
nnounced they were heavily shell- 
;g German positions there. 

On the Bessarabian front the 
iussians reporter they took sev- 

ra! populated places and enlarg- 
d their bridgeheads on the west 
ank of the Dnestr river in the 
thisinau area, killing 800 of the 
nemy and beating off German at- 

empts to regain lost ground. 
Tnese successes, however, were 

ubordinated by the communique, 
hich frankly began: “On April 

9. east and south of the town of 
itanislawow, our troops fought the 
nemy, repulsing attacks by large 
ank and infantry forces.” 
A news dispatch from Moscow 

aid the offensive appeared to be 
strong, well-organized and sys- 

ematic attack by Germans and 
lungarians designed to stave off 
drive in the Lwow direction by 

roops of Marshal Gregory K. 
ihukovs First Ukrainian Army. 
A secondary purpose would be 

o try to keep the Russians from 
hiving on through the Czechoslo- 
vak frontier passes that they 
t' ched April 8. 
Lwow. 70 miles northwest of 

itanislawow, is a railway junction 
:r,d German base already under 
teavy attack by the Red air force. 
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[OP ‘AA’ GENERAL 
SEES CAMP DAVIS 

CAMP DAVIS, April 19.—Rockel 
targets blazed across the sky here 
last night and antiaircraft artil- 
lerymen shattered the darkness 
with heavy gunfire in a special de- 
monstration of blackout accuracy 
before Major General Joseph A 
Green, the man who conceived the 
rocket target three years ago. 

General Green, commanding gen 
eral of the Antiaircraft Command 
ended a three-day visit to this 
center of AA training today. Dur- 
ing his stay he was the guest oi 
Brigadier General C. V. R. Schuy 
ier. commanding general of thi 
Antiaircraft Artillery Training Cen 
ter at Camp Davis, and of Col 
Barry W. Lewis, president, Anti 
aircraft Artillery Board. 

Rocket targets, which have fo 
cased the national military spot 
i;?ht on Camp Davis in recen 
weeks, were conceived by Genera 
Green in 1941. when he saw an in 
fantry division making effectivi 
“se of mortar fire on maneuvers 
Re asked the National Defens-e Re 
search council to construct a rock 
et that would resemble a dive 
bombing airplane and outlined th 
flans he had in mind. 

Although rocket, targets hav 
"ee!t in use by AA gunners sine 
l°r more than two years, the: 
have only recently been availabl 
r°r public information. 

Pour-Engined Bombers 
Blast Nomoi Islands, 

In Caroline Group 
ALLIED headquarters, in 

southwest Pacific, Thursday, April 
T —Four-engined Liberators 

,,ased in the Solomons bombed the 

;;°»01 islands in the Carolines for 
o second successive day Monday 

again met neither anti-aircraft 
J!re nc,r opposition from enemy in- 
«ceptors at that southern guar- 
an of their Truk fortress. 

t,fl>’>ng at medium altitude over 
'e target, the big bombers saw 

", Rurnber of j apanese planes in 

j)‘a®tjair’ but they failed to give 
On Tuesday an unopposed bomb- 

|°rce hit Woleai, far to the 
ost in ihe Carolines, concentrat- 

ing on the airdrome and supply 
{'^nations, Gen. Douglas Mac- 

Rur announced today. 

parently still is to be fought be- 

fore actual picking of jurymen can 

begin. 
Newsmen starting back into the 

courtroom after the recess which 

followed Justice Eicher’s denial of 

the motion to throw out the jury, 
were denied admission by deputy 
marshals who said they would be 

excluded while the jurors are ex- 

Court was adjourned until to- 

morrow while that was going on, 

and reporters entering the court- 

room found defense attorneys cau- 

cusing on a joint protest based on 

the contention that a fair trial can- 

not be had without full press rep- 

resentation. 
The United States Marshal came 

in at that time with the statement 

that his deputy had been in error 

in excluding reporters and that to- 

morrow’s proceedings would go on 

before “representatives” of the 

press. 

Sweden Believed Ready 
To Reject U. S. Request 

STOCKHOLM, Thursday, April 
20—(iff))—The government has in- 
formed the Swedish parliament in 
secret session it would reject the 
U. S.—British request that it halt 
ball bearing exports to Germany, 
the newspaper Dagens Nyheter 
said today. 

The paper said the reply had 
not yet been transmitted to Wash- 
ington and London, however. 

The Swedish parliament is re- 
ported to have approved unani- 
mously the dicision by the Swedish 
cabinet, the Swiss radio said in a 
broadcast recorded by CBS. 

(A Swedish ban upon the ship- 
ment to the Axis of ball-bearings, 
and machinery and materials for 
making the bearings, was asked 
by the United States in a recent 
note. 

Kefusal to halt the shipments 

apparently will be made 
grounds of national securit' ^ < 

In the Swedish view the 
reprisals from Germany & A^ 
ved, whereas the Anglo A* < 

demarche was not ot a- & 
character involving th * £ 
termeasures in the 
failed to heed th' ^ 

The Dagens Ny*.o. •*' 

ment also was infoi... .e 

Swedish government in to 

protest England’s action r. rict- 
ing diplomatic mail, movement of 
personnel and safe-conduct air 
travel. 

The newspaper added, it was 

“most likely” there would be no 

countermeasures taken by Sweden. 
Parliament also was understood 

to have received an hour-long re- 

port on the Finnish-Russian peace 
question. 

LEND-LEASE BILL 
IS RE-APPROVED 

House Votes 334 21 To 
Continue Aid Program 

Another Year 
WASHINGTON, April 19. Wt 

The House voted today. 334 to 21, 
to extend the $22,000,000,000 lend- 
lease program another year but 
warily wrote into the law a curb 
on the President’s power to take 
on any postwar obligations for the 
nation. 

_____ 

Proponents, in the three-day de- 

bate, described the lend-leasd idea 
as one of the most “magnificent 
weapons of warfare” devised by 
the United States in behalf of 
friendly countries- 

A small segment attacked the 
handling of lendlease, implying 
that Britain and other nations go1 
all the benefits and Rep. Elmer 

(R-Mo.) declared that “there isn’t’ 
a country in the world that won’t 
cut our throats if it gets the 
chance.” He said also that “not 

a nickel” of lend-lease aid ever 

will come back to the United 
States. 

There was no political division 
on the question, however, for the 
measure came unanimously from 
the Foreign Affairs Committee and 
its most vocal supporters included 
Republicans as well as Democrats 
The measure now goes to the Sen- 
ate. 

Stronger opposition to the pro- 

gram was reflected in today’s 21 
gram was reflected in today’s 21 
negative votes than at the time 
it was voted upon last year. A 
that time, the tally was 407 to ( 

with one member, Rep. Elmei 
(R-Mo.) voting present. 

All 21 against the extension this 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 5) 

SEDITION JURY 
WILL BE CHOSEN 

WASHINGTON. April 19._ (£> — 

Justice Edward Eicher ordered an 

immediate start today on selection 
of a jury for the trial of 30 persons 
charged with conspiring with the 

Nazis against American Democra- 

cy, over defense objections that 
the panel had been subjected to 

“intimidating” investigation. 
The court issued the ruling aft- 

er directing immediate arraign- 
ment of Edward James Smythe, 
the 30th defendant who was ar- 

| rested yesterday at Au Sable 

Forks, New York, and boosting 
Smythe’s bond to $10,000. 

Smythe’s counsel, John J. 

Laughlin, had sought to delay the 

arraignment so he could confer 

t with his client before Smythe en- 

1 tered a plea. He said he had not 

seen the defendant since he was re- 

tained as counsel. He also wanted 

Smythe’s bond of $1,000, forfeited 
when the defendant failed to ap- 

pear Monday, restored. The court’s 

answer to that was the ten-fold 

boost. 
On advice of counsel, Smytne, 

2 who testified he had not known 
s the court was to start this week, 
f stood mute at arraignment and the 

e court ordered a plea of innocent 

entered for him. 
arnainr engagement ap- 

wright, of Danville; D. K. Da- 

wards, of Richmond; H. Aubrey 
Ford, Wirt H. Hatcher and R. C. 
Harrison, all of Richmond. Ten- 
nesse—B. H. Leming and John 
Bernard, both of Greenville: John 
Jewell, of Franklin; W. W. Gill, 
of Petersburg; and J. G. Dean, 
of Knoxville. Kentucky — W. C. 
Be'ihea and E. J. O’Brien, Jr., 
both of Louiseville; W. S. Moss 
Horse McAve, J. C Stone, Frank 
Vaughn John L Buckley, Frank 
C. Taylor and H. C'. Robinson, all 
of Lexington; and Alex Calvert, of 
Maysville. New York City—I. H. 
Peak and W. A. Blount. Penn- 
sylvania — T. F. Flanagan, of 

Wilkes-Berre. 

HISTORIC DANUBE 
MINED BY ALLIES 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS. 
Naples. April 19— (UP))—1The strain 
on battered and overloaded Nazi 

communications supplying Ger- 
man forces on the southern Rus- 

sian front was disclosed today to 

have been increased tremendously 
by the mining of 300 miles of the 
Danube River, historic and all-im- 

portant commercial lifeliBe oi 
southeastern Europe- 

British bombers spent several 
nights dropping mines along the 
river and shooting up vessels from 
Budapest to Bucharest. Th» Axis 
radio announced that all traffic 
had been halted on the greal 
waterway. 

(Continued on Page Seven; Col. 7) 
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Soldiers Will Soon 
Get Woolen Sleeping 

Bag, Replacing Covers 

PHILADELPHIA, April 19.-®- 
A woolen sleeping bag soon will be 

come regular issue to Americai 
troops in the field, replacing blan 
kets, the Philadelphia Quartermas 
ter Depot announced today. 

Brig. Gen. Roland Walsh, com 

manding general of the depot, sai( 
the bags, now being procured, wil 
be equal in warmth and protec 
tion to two regulation blankets 
but will consume less space thai 

one in a soldier’s pack. 
The sleeper’s head fits inside J 

specially designed top, Walsh said 

and the bags slider is arranged si 

| that quick release is possible n 

emergencies. 

A 

TAR HEELS NAMED 
TO TOBACCO BODY 

Experts Will Aid OPA 
With Problems Affect- 

ing Leaf Marketing 
By HOWARD SUTTLE 

Star-News Washington Bureau 
WASHINGTON, April 19.—Four 

North Carolina tobacco experts 
were today named to a 27 member 
Burley Tobacco advisory commit- 
tee of the Office of Price Admin- 
istration. 

Harry B. Caldwell, of Greens- 
boro, Master of the North Caro- 
lina State Grange; J. W. Glenn, 
vice president of the R. J. Rey- 
nolds Tobacco company, and Arch 
B, Taylor, secretary of the Tay- 
lor Brothers, both of Winston-Sa- 
lem; and James I. Miller, of Wil- 
son, head of the tobacco firm bear- 

ing his name, were the North Car- 
olinians included in the group, se- 

lected “in line with OPA’s policy 
of seekking the advice, and con- 

sulting with experienced industri- 
alists when problems affecting the 
pricing and marketing of their 
products arise”. 

Burley tobacco is the second 
largest ingredient in domestic cig- 
aretts and the largest ingredient 
used in manufacture of pipe to- 
bacco. 

The OPA, in announcing the 
committee, said its members “rep- 
resent large an^ small manufac- 
turers”, that “their interests cov- 

er the handling of Burley Tobac- 
co, from its harvesting to its pro- 
cessing, including the sale at auc- 

tion, redrying and stemming of the 
leaf”. Thus, it was pointed out 
that the group represents approx- 
imately 250,000 growers, 225 ware- 

| housemen, 47 dealers and about 
167 manufacturers. 

Other members of the commit- 
tee are: Virginia—John G. Boat- 

Army Reveals 
>“cond Loss 
^/Xhutists 
& 

£10 PLANES DOWNED 

44 Officers And Men Miss- 
ing After Incident In 

Sicily Fight 
WASHINGTON, April 19.—UP—A 

second instance of American troop 
transport planes coming under fire 
from Allied as well as enemy anti- 
aircraft guns—with 10 planes shot 
down and 44 officers and men 

missing—was reported tonight by 
the War Department. 

Reporting on the incident which 
occurred at Catania, Sicily, last 
July 13-14, the department said 
it was estimated that 50 per cent 
of the loss was due to “friendly” 

The Department did not say 
who manned the Allied guns, but 
a Navy spokesman emphasized 
that the fire did not come from 
United States naval vessels; 

Recently, the Department has 
acknowledged that 23 transport 
planes were shot down with the 
loss of 410 men on July 11 off 
Gela, on the southern Sicilian 
coast, when Allied anti-aircraft 
gunners opened fire on them. 

Today’s announcement, as did 
the first, followed previous publi- 
cation of unofficial reports of such 
losses. 

Drew Pearson said in his Wash- 
ington column today that after the 
Gela incident “we lost a second 
wave of 21 planes with almost 400 
three days later—also shot down 
by Allied naval gunners.’’ 

Obviously in reply, the Depart- 
ment issued this brief statement: 

“While the War Department nor- 

mally does not discuss operations 
in a British area, it may be said 
in this instance the United States 
loss in the Catania operation on 
the night of July 13-14, as taken 
from official records, was 10 trans- 
port planes and 44 officers and 
men missing, of which 50 per cent 
were estimated as having been 
caused by friendly anti-aircraft 
fire.’ 

tr 

AFL, CIO DEMAND 
PRICE CONTROLS 

WASHINGTON, April 19.— WI — 

The AFL and the CIO got together 
long enough today to demand joint- 
ly that price controls be continued 
intact and that wages and prices 
be brought back to their Septem- 
15, 1942, relationship and tied 
there. 

These two great factions of or- 

ganized labor heretofore have 
joined forces o na major matter 
only in the instance o labor’s no- 

strike pledge to the President. 
William Green, president of the 

AFL, told the Senate Banking 
Committee that “I am autrorized 
to submit in behalf of the 
organiations named,” these rec- 

ommendations: 
That Congress pass the pending 

OP A extension bill ‘‘intact, with 
adequate funds for enforcement.” 

That Congress extend OPA’s ra- 

tioning ‘‘of essential civilian goods 
and prevent extortionate profiteer- 
ing which is precipitating the in- 
flationary rise in living costs.” 

That “a restoration of the re- 

lationships between prices and 
wages which existed September 
15, 1942, is absolutely essential to 
make the law work equitably and 
build the morale of American 
workers to the highest degree of 
efficiency.” 

This last point was stressed yes- 
terday by CIO President Philip 
Murray who told the committee 
that living costs have far outstrip- 
ped wages and that a new hold- 
the-line position against inflation 
is needed — adjusted to permil 
wage raises. 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 2) 

Nazi Party Leaders Urge German 
People To Rally Behind Fuehrer 

LONDON, April 19— (W)— Nazi 
Propaganda Minister Paul Joseph 
Goebbels addressed an unusual ap- 

peal to the German people tonight 
to rally behing Adolf Hitler, who 

celebrates his 55th birthday tomor- 

row, reminding them that “even 

the greatest ’eaders of history will 
be faced with occasional setbacks 
and defeats.” 

In a similar but more restrained 
order of the day to the German 
army on the occasion of the Hitler 
birthday, Marshal Hermann Wil- 

[ helm Goering called for steady 
[ loyalty to Hitler even though ‘a 

thousand dangers may lie ahegd.’ 
The Goebbels message seemed 

i significant in its implications. The 
Berlin radio broadcast more than 
1,000 words of an address it said 
the propaganda chief delivered on 

> the eve of Hitler’s birthday at the 
i German state opera house in Ber- 

| lin, dwelling throughout on the dif- 

ficulty of the German position, the 
righteousness of Nazi war aims 
ana the necessity for sticking to- 

gether in the hour of trial. 
On the theme that things are 

not as bad as they seem, Goebbels 
said: 

“It will not be possible to form 
an accurate and just idea of the 
war until the war is over, dt needs 
a well-trained eye to discern the 
trend of historical developments 
while a wav is still going on.” 

Suggesting that many Germans 
may not approve of Hitler, Goeb- 
bels recalled contemporary oppo- 
sition to Frederick the Great. 

Of the damage caused by the 
Allied air raids on Germany, 
Goebbels vemarked that “ten 

years after the peace has been 
declared there will hardly be any 
signs left of the destruction caused 
by the enemys terror raids.” 

“All of us,” Goebbels said, 

“Consider ourselves engage^ in 

the fuehrers historic mission. For 
us the war aims are not only 
clearly defined but unalterable. So 
to serve our aims means to be 

loyal to the fuehrer and to follow 
him through all the storms of war. 

XXX 
“It is difficult to remain true to 

the cause in a continuous embit- 
tered fight for the life of a nation.” 

For Germans who might wonder 
how Hitler personally is reacting 
to the current trend of the war, 
Goebbels gave this picture: 

“I have been with him (Hitler) 
in happy and critical hours. The 
fuehrer has always remained the 
same. I have never seen him des- 
perate or undecided, x x x 

“The fuehrer as the man at the 
helm has weathered all storms, x 

x x The fuehrer has never been 
so dear to us as in moments of 
greatest danger, x1 x x’ 

Greatest Sustained Aerial 
Assault Of War Developed 
By U. S., British Bombers 

—- 

j General Spaatz Attends Wedding Of His Chauffeur 
! 

Lt Gen. Carl A. Spaatz (left). commander of U. S. strategic air forces, was one of four generals 
who attended the wedding in London of his chauffeur, T-Sgt. Thomas Isabel (right) of Earle, Ark., to 

Waaf Sgt. Joyce Millicent Kelley. (AP wirephoto via radio). 
__ 

British Relief Expedition Cracks 
Kohima Siege Lines; Invaders Hit 

NEW FOOD POLICY 
BEING UNFOLDED 

Fewer Controls Seen, Less 
Stockpiling, Liberal Al- 

lowances Seen 

WASHINGTON, April 19—A 

new policy of government food 

management involving fewer con- 

trols, less stockpiling for emergen- 

cy war reserves and for post-war 
foreign relief uses, and more lib- 

eral ration allowances for civilians 
is gradually being unfolded by op- 

erations of war food agencies. 
There is less tendency at the 

War Food Administration to be 

concerned about supplies a year 

or so hence and more to limit 

distribution planning to a short- 

range future. Less and less em- 

phasis is being placed upon re- 

serves for future, undefined needs. 
The new policy has been reflect- 

ed in action of the Office of Price 
Administration in liberalizing ra- 

tioning of meat, lard, shortening, 
processed fruits and vegetables 
during March and April. 

The more liberal rations were 

explained in official announce- 

ments as representing a tempora- 
ry expedient to move greater quan- 
tities into consumption because of 
crowded storage facilities. 

Plans call for the continuance 
of present low ration values for 
an indefinite period. 

Given another favorable farm 
production season this year, offi- 
cials believe it would be possible 
to avoid a return to rigid ration- 
ing during the next twelve months. 
By that time, the war in Europe 
may be over and direct war de- 
mands lighter. 

FINAL DRIVE IS NEAR 

Japs Driven From Three 
Positions Northeast Of 

Imphal 
By THOBURN WlANT 

KANDY, Ceylon, April 19.—UR— 
A British relief expedition from 

Dimapur has cracked the Kohima 
siege lines and tank-supportea 
British and Indian troops have 

blasted Japanese invasion forces 
from three positions northeast of 
Imphal, 60 miles south of Kohima, 
it was announced today- 

Breaking through a series of ob- 

stacles, British troops advancing 
southeastward from the railway 
line at Dimapur established con- 

tact with British and Indian troops 
who had been surrounded in the 
Kohima “Bo” 30 miles inside In- 

dia, and preparations for a final 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 3) 

CUT IN CABARET 
TAX IS SOUGHT 

WASHINGTON, April 19.—(JPl—A 
movement developed in Congress 
today to take some of the war- 

time tax load off of fun with Rep. 
Knutson (R.-Minn.) introducing a 

bill to cut the cabaret tax from 
30 to 10 per cent. 

Knutson declared that the stiff 
levy imposed April 1 was putting 
thousands of entertainers out of 

work and closing night clubs. By 
the “law of diminishing returns,” 
he added, it also is causing a re- 

duction in revenue. Before April 
1 when new wartime levies be- 
came effective, the cabaret tax 
was 5 per cent of the patrons bill. 

The tax-writing House Ways and 

Means Committee, meantime, ten- 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 2) 

SECRETARY ICKES 
BACKS UMW CHIEF 

Says Miners Should Be 
Paid Travel Time Money 

Immediately 
WASHINGTON, April 19.— — 

Secretary Ickes took issue today 
with implications of UMW Chief 

John L. Lewis’ recent public de- 

mand for prompt payment of min- 

ers’ travel time money and cau- 

tioned a meeting of UMW repre- 

sentatives and soft coal operators 
against “bull headedness, unre- 

strained exercise of lurid vocabu- 
laries, or greed and over reach- 
ing on any side of the table.” 

Ickes, who has been chief oper- 
ator of the mines since last Nov- 
ember 3 under an agreement with 
the United Mine Workers presi- 
dent, said he believed the miners 
were entitled to prompt payment 
of the $40 per man as retroactive 
travel time but that Lewis public 
statements “necessitate a clarifi- 
cation of the issue.” 

Ickes said he has told the oper- 
ators they should, as a matter of 
equity, make the payment prompt- 
ly but that he is powerless to order 
payment because the liability cov- 

ers a period of non-government 
operation. 

Lewis and more than 70 per 
cent of the industry have agreed 
on a $40 settlement for last April, 
May and June, but provision for 
this payment is a single item in 
an integrated contract which the 
War Labor Board has delayed act- 
ing upon for other reasons. 

The Interior Secretary said WLB 
Chairman William H. Davis has 
advised that he saw no objection 

(Continued on Page Seven; Col- 4) 
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WARREN SELECTED 
AS COP KEYNOTER 

CHICAGO, April 19 — «£)) —The 
Republicans called on tall, hand- 
some Gov. Earl Warren of Cali- 
fornia today to sound the keynote 
for their June nominating conven- 

tion in an apparent bid for West 

Coast support in the November 
election. 

Warren, 53-year-old veteran lea- 
der of the California Republican 
organization, was the unanimous 
choice of the party’s 24-member 
arrangements committe for the 
temporary chairman and keynoter. 

House Minority Leader Joseph 
Martin of Massachusetts was re- 

commended as permanent chair- 
man, a post the convention itself 

officially fills. Backed by National 
Chariman Harrison E. Spangler 
and Walter Hallanan, chairman of 
the arrangements group, Warren 

was chosen after the names of a 

dozen other candidates had been 
brought before the committee’s 
closed session. 

\ 

TOKEN OPPOSITION 

Five Tons Of Bombs Per 
Hour Fall On Hitler’s 

Tottering Europe 
LONDON, April 19. —Wl—Ameri- 

can and British warplanes devel- 

oped the greatest sustained aeri- 

al assault of the war today, round- 
ing out a 30-hour offensive against 
Germany and Nazi-occupied ter- 

ENGLAND RAIDED 
LONDON, April 19. — (/P) — 

German planes stabbed at Eng- 
land tonight for the second suc- 

cessive night but avoided Lon- 

don’s bristling defenses, which 
claimed 13 raiders in a pre- 
dawn attack earlier today. 
Bombs fell in three districts in 

Southeast England. 

ritories during which bombs were 

dropped almost continuously at the 
average rate of 300 tons an hour, 
or five tons a minute. 

The Allies in more than 6,00# 
flights between noon Tuesday and 
6 p. m. today poured 9,000 tons of 
bombs on selected German targets 
the Americans capping the period 
with a blow by 2.000 heavy bomb- 
ers and fighters against plane fac- 

tories and parking fields near Kas- 
5ci dim nmmn m unniun; 

installations near Calais in France. 
The U. S. Air Forces commu- 

nique referred to the offensive as 

“the air invasion of Germany.” 
The more enthusiastic protagonists 
of air power in London began 
speaking of the possibility of 
breaking the back of the German 
air force in two or three weeks 
if the weather holds out- 

The German air force apparent- 
ly was driven to the earth today. 
Although conditions were ideal for 

combat and the American heavies 
were ferreting out some of Ger- 
many’s most vital targets, the Ger- 
mans put up only a token resis- 
tance. 

The British for their part drop- 
ped a record one-night total of 
4,400 tons of bombs last night on 

railroad installations near Paris 
and elsewhere behind the Nazis’ 
“Atlantic Wall.” 

Aerial warfare never before has 
witnessed a bombardment of such 
sustained volume and violence, 
and the end is nowhere in sight. 
Those who have followed the Eu- 

ropean air war closely the last 
few months feel certain that the 

present pace of the attack can not 

only maintained, but can be in- 

creased from British bases aug- 
mented further from the Italian 
theater. 

The Allied 30-hour offensive cost 
less than one per cent of the at- 
tacking force. 

All today’s operations cost six 
bombers and two fighters, the 
American communique said. This 

brought total U. S. and R. A- F. 
losses for the entire around-the- 
clock onslaughts to 42 bombers and 
seven fighters. 

The Americans today reported 
they shot down 21 of the small 
forces of German fighters that 
rose to meet them. 

The three most recent phases 
of the invasion offensive saw about 
2,000 American and 1,000 British 
bombers of the heaviest types 
launched against Germany’s prim- 
est targets—her aircraft installa- 
tions and key railroad centers up- 
on which her armies depend to 

supply hundreds of miles of the for- 
tified western coast. The remain- 
der of the 6,000-odd invasion sor- 

ties were made by fighters, fight- 
er-bombers and medium bombers. 
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Local Worker Wants 
To Get It Over With; 

Asks Clarification 

"Today you have as much time 
as any man on earth—24 hours”, 
however, one Wilmingtonian is al- 
lowing his present draft status to 
crowd and clouj his time with in- 
cessant worry. 

The following letter was re- 

ceived by local Draft Board No. 1 

yesterday: 
"Dear Sirs: 

“To make a long story short, 
the draft situation is getting on 

my nerves. The suspense of not 
knowing what is what is worse 

than being drafted. I am a steel 
foreman on the local Dry Docks. 
My present deferment is out May 
16, but what I would like to do is 
go to Fort Bragg for my physical 
and get it over. If I pass, than 
the company could, if they wanted 
me enough, put in for another de- 
ferment; if I didn’t pass, then I 
wouldn’t need a deferment. Ari 
in either case my mind would be 
put at ease, so if it be possible, 
call me for my physical at once 

and let’s get it over.’ • 

"Eventually Yours” 
(Named not revealed); 

rr 


