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Jemand for 

Labor Draft 
Is Renewed 

lAw badly needed 

fliree Service Heads De- 
mand Legislation As 
Prelude To Victory 

WASHINGTON, April 20.—(A>)— 

raining ,he nation that ^ laces 

'manpower crisis which may im- 

1 the mightiest military under- 
%" in history, heads of the 

med forces renewed their de- 

,;d for labor draft legislation 
:;bt Such a law is urgently 
‘ded to keep vital war plants 
<(ed with replacements for 

0;kKS gone to war, they em- 

’"False public interpretations of 

ja> are only local victories on 

• perimeter of the enemies 

rongholds may inaeea imperii 

[(orv when we thrust at the 

es' heart.” 
joint Statement 

In a joint statement Navy Sec- 
tary Knox. War Secretary Stim- 
n and Maritime Chairman Emo- 

S. Land declared 1,400,000 more 

en will be taken by the armed 
rces this year — most of them 
fawn from vital industries” 
uch not only must find replace- 
ents but in some cases will have 
step up production. 

'Some one must step up to the 
nch. the lathe and desk of every 
it- worker who leaves to fight 
■ his country,” they said. 
Shortly before their statement 
me out the House Military Com- 
ittee recommended that 4-F’s 
10 refuse to take essential war 

is be drafted for non-combat 
ty in the army and navy. 

“Domestics” 
rhe committee plan was aimed 
•ectly at some 3,623,000 men now 

issified 4-F — unfit for regular 
litary duty. Men of this group 
in spurn essential jobs would be 
iucted forthwith for what Com- 
ttee Chairman May (D.-Ky.) 
lied “menial tasks” around ar- 
; camps and hospitals. In effect, 
explained, they would ‘be the 

my’s and Navy’s domestics.” 
rhe Army, Navy and shipping 
ads issued their statement aft- 

conferences and discussions 
Si Gen. George C. Marshall, 
my chief of staff; Admiral Er- 
st J. King, commander in chief 
the United States Fleet; legis- 

ors and representatives of the 
died States Chamber of Com- 
irce, the National Association of 
inufacturers ana the Association 
American Railroads. 

Ihey sketched a foreboding pic- 
ontinued on Page Five; Col. 4) 
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UMBER COMPANY 
PRESIDENT DIES 

Robert Aubrey Parsley, presi- 
®t of the Hilton Lumber com- 

ay, died suddenly of a heart at- 
ck early Thursday afternoon 
Me attending a meeting of the 
>ard of directors of the Carolina 
‘surance company of which he 
as a member. 
Ah' Parsley was born in Wil- 
ogton January 2, 1874 and lived 

Ere all of his life. His parents, 
le Oscar G. anjj Amanda 
j” Parsley, were descendants 
'om among the earliest families 
1 North Carolina. 
Surviving are the widow, Mrs. 
kabeth Payne Parsley of the 

one daughter, Mrs. Frank 
Adams, Washington, D. C.; and 

sons, Lt. R. A. Parsley, Jr., 
AT. Washington. D. C. and the 

"'Mend Henry Nutt Parsley of 
JUj ham. North Carolina, 

s ’Jiieral services will be held Fri- 
o' afternoon at 5 o’clock from 

residence, 211 South Fourth 
!'Mt The Reverend Mortimei 

•'K. rector of St. James Epis- 
a»l Church, will officiate. 

a!1 bearers will be J S. Wil 
ramson, W. R. Allen, Jr'., W. M 
‘■ M. Parsley, L. L. Dos: 

"’^R. M, Williams. 

Object Of Search 

Matt Capone, 35, (above), young- 
est brother of At Capone, was the 
object of a search by police after 
the fatal shooting of James B. I.ar- 
kin, gambler and former horse 
trainer, whose body was found in 
a west side Chicago alley Tuesday. 

U. S. OWNERSHIP 
OF BASES ASKED 

Solons Believe Nation 
Should Have Full Con- 
trol Of Atlantic Isles 

WASHINGTON, April 20—(#)—A 
Congressional commitee recom- 

mended today that the United 
States seek permanent ownership 
of a bristling ring of western 
hemisphere defense bases leased 
from Britain in a war-time swap 
for 50 destroyers. 

$130,000,000 American invest- 
ment has converted the bases into 
towers of armament which should 
betome permanent bastions to de- 
fend this hemisphere from attack, 
the committee said. 

Chairman Hebert (D-La) of the 
something 
Naval Subcommittee suggested 
something be worked out, perhaps 
in exchange for Britain’s lend- 
lease obligtions, to give the United 
States full title to the bases which 
now are held on a 99-year-lease. 

"Under no circumstances should 
the advantages enjoyed by the 
United States through the acqusi- 
tion of these facilities be relin- 
quished,” ’the report said. 

“It would be a mistake for the 

United States to ever abandon the 
bases. We feel that steps should 
u ~ ;^w,/N^;n+oi.. ■foVon Vtv rvnr 

government to have the bases 
changed to in perpetuity.” 

The report, signed also by 
Representatives Cole (R-NY) and 
Hess (RIOhio), found: 

l_That there is room for nav- 

al cutbacks in the Caribbean area, 
no longer a U-boat hotbed. 

2— Friendly South American na- 

tions should have access to sur 

plus U. S. vessels after the war on 

a lease arrangement without 
America giving up the titles, rath- 
er than allow the ships to de- 
teriorate or be scrapped. 

3— Uniformed personnel be tak- 
en out of Brazil as soon as possi- 
ble and replaced by civilians, 
where practicable. 
(Continued on Page Five; Col. 6) 
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Hitler’s English Born 
Nephew In The Navy 

Is Given Transfer 
SAMPSON, N. Y., April 20—OP)— 

Willaim P. Hitler, Adoplh Hitler’s 

English-born nephew, observed his 

uncle’s 55th birthday today b> 
being transferred from this nav- 

al training station tc another cen 

ter for advanced training witl 

Uncle Sam’s bluejackets. 
Also shipped with Seaman Hitlei 

were Charles W. Fuhrer and W 

W. Messerschmidt._ 

8 Year Old 
Girl Shoots 
Mother Here 

FATALLY WOUNDF' ^ 

Mrs. W. M. Darnell, 
Wife Dies Of Wounds 

In James Walker 

Mrs. W. B. Darnell, 35, of 1108 
N. Fourth street, wife of a 

soldier, was accidentally shot and 
fatally wounded by her 8-year-old 
daughter, Shirley, at 2:50 p. m. 

yesterday, city patrolmen G. R. H. 
Peterson and- W. B. Bradshaw, 
who investigated, reported. 

She was carried to James Walker 
Memorial hospital by G. H. Barnes 
of Kinston, and accomDanied hv 
her sister, Mrs. J. C. Fish- 
er, where she was admitted for 
an emergency operation, but died 
at 7:25 p.m. 

Daughter Vindicated 
Muttering her last words from a 

hospital bed, Mrs. Darnell com- 
pletely vindicated her small daugh- 
ter of all blame of the affair. She 
stated that the pistol, which Shir- 
ley took from a cabinet and ac- 

accidentally shot was owned by 
James Fisher, her sister’s husband. 

Sgt. J. R. Sellers and H. Hayes 
are investigating the case together 
with Coroner Asa W. Allen. 

u. s. fTyingboat 
CRASHES AT SEA 

Two Tar Heels Are Among 
Missing; One Man Is 

Killed 
WASHINGTON, April 20. —(fP)- 

Loss of a big navy flying boat 
at sea in the Caribbean area was 
announced by the Navy today 
which reported 14 of its crew and 
passengers were missing. 

The Catalina Flying boat crashed 
at sea April 6 “while on a routine 
flight” the Navy said. 

Fourteen survivors and the body 
of one member of the crew were 

picked up by a merchant vessel 
the following day. 

The Navy reported that a wide 
search failed to reveal any trace 
of sixteen missing persons who 
were aboard the plane. 

The next of kin of all casualties 
have been notified. 

The Navy identified the dead per- 
sons as: 

William Carlton Williams, avia- 
tion machinists mate first class, 
U S. N., Jacksonville, Fla. 

Those missing, the Navy listed 
as: 

Paul L. Mishoe, seaman seond 
class, (mother, Mrs. Grace S. Mi- 
shoe) Tabor City, N. C. 

Billy A. Davis, aviation machin- 
ists mate, second class, U. S. N. R. 
(father, Arthur L. Davis, 2628 Ken- 
tucky Avenue), Charlotte, JN. C. 

John F. Andrade, aviation ma- 

chinist mate, second class. Provid- 
ence, R. I. 

Lt. William T. Sisson, U. S. N., 
Coral Gables, Fla. 

William M. Soldberg, chief air 

pilot, Dahlgren, Va. 
Albert L. Gelski, aviation radio- 

man, 3rd class. Montgomery. Ill 

Hubert P. Booth, Aviation chief 
machinists mate. U. S. N.. Neosho, 
Mo. 

Stanley Z. Kochanek, aviation 
machinists mate second class. 
Lonsdale, R. I. 

Paul D. Kramer, aviation mach- 
inists mate second class. Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 

Albert J. Spannier, aviation ma- 

chinist mate, second class, Phila- 

delphia. Pa. 
James Robert Young, aviation 

machinists mate, second class, 

Montpelier, Vt. 
John T. Adams, aviation machin- 

ists mate, first class, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

William S. Reilly, aviation ma- 

chinists mate, third class, West- 

port, Conn. 
Carl A. Mihelcic, seaman first 

| class, Kansas City, Mo._ 

U.s. S. ARDC-1, First floating 
Drydock Built Here, Christened 

*‘r,r’f'r a sky that threatened 

c ;• ,;e U. S. S. ARDC-1, first 
J'!‘lnS urydock to be completed 

Last Coast, was christen- 
j- 

81 commissioned on the Cape 
er yesterday afternoon at 

ed f1' l"ro'vds of workers watch- 
„ ^°m ;he shore, craning their 
h-T .,0 see the ceremony and 

a‘kh ranking Navy officials 
tipri' P'varfed by the sides of 
t, “D'dock, stook Lt. Command- 
c,. 

J' A, Davidson, officer in 
of construction, Lt. Com- 

irl “cr Ole Svehaug, command- 
C °lficer’ Rear Admiral Louis 
h h’om Washington, and other 

™ ranking Navy officials. 
t;( 

8 ceremony with the tradi- 
boj j 

“’’ caking of a champagne 
A, e; thc sounding of thecolors, 
<iej ’'us'c of a Navy band ampli- 
i5ck _ 

Jghout the 389 food dry- 
an impressiveone. The 

sponsor of the christening was 

Mrs. R. A. Davidson, wife of Lt. 

Commander R. A. Davidson of this 
city. Matrons of honor were Mrs. 

Ole Svehaug, wife of the com- 

manding officer, Lt. Commander 
Ole Svehaug, and Wave Ensigh 
J. G. Curtis stationed in Wilmin*,- 

Rear Admiral Combs C0™P*i" 
mented the captain, crew and the 

workers responsible for'the com- 

pletion of the drydock, the largest 
ever constructed entirely of con- 

crete. He declared that floating 
drydocks were an innovation in 

the Navy and the fleet and an in- 

tegral and vital part of them. 

Stating that the Russians had 

some, but that there were few in 

the world Admiral Combs said 

the U. S. ARDC 1, was one of 150 

drydocks which the Navy plans to 

build. 

At the conclusion of Rear Ad- 
miral Combs’ speech, Lt. Com- 
mander Svehaug read his orders 
and asked that the watch be set. 
The playing of the Star Spangled 
Banner closed the impressive cere- 

mony. 
The keel for the newly commis- 

sioned drydock was laid Septem- 
ber 23, 1942. The first two of the 
drydocks were launched here Feb- 
ruary 16. and since then have been 

undergoing a general outfitting for 

service. 
Each of the ocean going dry- 

docks is 389 feet long and 84 feel 
wide, and the hull is constructed 
entirely of reinforced concrete. The 

docks are self-contained and wil 
be capable of being towecl any- 

where on the high seas. Their pur- 

pose is to lift disabled Naval anc 

(Continued on Page Nine; Col. 1 

U. S. Planes Deliver Heaviest 
/paylight Assault Ever Made; 

Nazis Launch Drive In Latvia 
^ S' _ 

? 1 GERMANS SLAIN 

Red Army Beats Off At- 
tacks Also In Southeast 

Corner Of Poland 

LONDON, Friday, April 21.—W) 
— Vicious, large scale German 
counter-attacks on the long-quiet 
Baltic front near Narva in Estonia 
and in the southeast corner of old 
beaten off by the Red army yes- 
terday, with a total of 5,000 or 

more Germans killed and many 
captured, Moscow announced ear- 

ly today. 
The Red army force contributed 

to resumption of bitter warfare in 
the Baltic area by heaviljr bomb- 
ing German troop trains concen- 

trated at Rezekne and Gulbene in 
Lativa and a shale-oil plant at Ki- 
wiili in Estonia, the Soviet mid- 
night communique said, while in 
the far south Russian bombers and 
_3. _1. X_ InKrtn 

transports and a destroyer trying 
to escape from the besieged Cri- 
mean port of Sevastopol- 

Besides the transports sunk, nu- 

merous others were wrecked or 

set afire, it was announced. 
In attacking on the Baltic front, 

which has been quiet for six weeks 
the Germans sought to wipe out 
a Soviet bridgehead on the west 
bank of the Narova river south- 
west of Narva, using massed in- 
fantry, tanks and selfpropelled 
guns after powerful artillery prep- 
aration. 

“The Hitlerites appeared to hope 
to smash our defenses in one 

blow,” said a supplement to the 
communique, “but they miscalcu- 
lated.” German dead left on the 
field numbered more than 2,000, 
but the enemy continued repeated 
vain comnter-attack* that cost him 
more ar.d more men, the Russinas 
declared. 

South and east of Stanislawow 
the Germans attacked with simi- 
lar results, the Russians report- 
ing that in one sector alone 1,500 
Germans were killed, and in an- 

other a full battaion (probably 800 
men) broke into the Russian po- 
sitions only to be encircled and 
“wiped out to a man.” 

The Germans continued, howev- 
er, to exert "relentless pressure 1 

on our positions from two sides,” 
and “violent engagements went on 

throughout the day,” the official 
account stated. 

West of Tarnopol, on the central 
front, the Russians themselves : 

capturing several villages, taking 
prisoners and destroying about a : 

battalion of German infantry, it 
was added. 

POINTVALUES OF 
MUTTON A E CUT 

WASHINGTON, April 20—(fi- 
liation point values on all lamb 
cuts will be reduced an average 
of 50 per cent, effective Sunday, 
April 30, the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration announced tonight. 

The reduction is prompted, a 

spokesman said, by drought con- 

ditions in many parts of the coun- 

try which threaten a large part of 
the spring lamb flock. 

Other changes in the meats-fats 
point chart for May were not dis- 
closed. These will be announced 
late next week. 

The decision to cut points fol- 
lowed appeals from lamb produ- 
cers in a number of states, the 

spokesman said, that a large meat 

supply would otherwise be lost. 

Typewriters Freed 
WASHINGTON, April 20—(f)— 

The range of commodities the war 

brought under rationing was furth- 
we trimmed today as the Office of 
Price Administration lifted all con- 

trol on the sale and rental of a 

few new and all used typewriters. 
Easing of thewar demand for 

typewriters prompted the move, 
oliminatinc the neeri for a ration- 

ing certificate in all transactions 
after Saturday. The relatively few 
new machines in dealer’s stocks 
still are released, but manufac- 
turers’ inventories of new models 
are still controlled by WPB pri- 
orities. 

YESTERDAY'S RESULTS 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 

Philadelphia 5; Washington 0. 
St. Louis 8; Detroit 5. 
(No other games scheduled) 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Boston 8; New York 10. 
Brooklyn 8; Philadelphia 2. 
Pittsburgh 3; St. Louis 5. 
Chicago 1; Cincinnati 2. 
(Further results on sports page) 

^^——■——i— ■.... ■■ 1 

Return From Italy of Commando Kelly Awaited By Family 

Mrs. Irene Kelly (right), mother of T-Sgt. Charles E. “Commando” Kelly, winner of the Congres- 
sional Medal of Honor, discusses with his brother and friends, plans for a community reception to 

be given the hero on his return to Pittsburgh from Italy. (Left to right) Virginia Craig, a neighbor, 
Eddie Hilton, a boyhood friend of Kelly’s, and Ho ward Kelly, the hero s brother. (AP wirephoto). 

BOUNTIFUL CROPS 
SEEN THIS YEAR 

Wartime Agriculture Head- 
ing Into Critical Plant- 

ing Period 

By OVID A. MARTIN 
Associated Press Farm Expert 
WASHINGTON, * April 20—War- 

ime agriculture is heading into a 

:rxtical four weeks’ planting peri- 
>d that will detei’mine to a large 
bxtent how well civilians will eat 

n the year ahead and the amount 

>f food the United States will be 
ible to furnish its Allies. 

War Food Administration offici- 
ils, while recognizing that farmers 

ne beset with many production 
problems such as shortages of man- 

power and machinery, express con- 

fidence on the outlook. That con- 

fidence has its practical expres- 
sion in more liberal civilian ration 
lllr.wances of vital foods. The na- 

ion came through the winter with 

arger reserves of processed foods 
;han was expected last fall- 

Official confidence is based 

.argely upon reports that farmers 
nlend to plant 15.000.000 more 

acres of land to various crops than 
ast year. The prospective planting 
pattern emphasizes food crops of 

nigh nutritive values and livestock 
feed crops essential for mainten- 
ance of necessai'y supplies of 
moot? ami Hairv nrodlicts. 

Nevertheless, farm production 
has a rocky road ahead. The 
weather, always a potential haz- 

ard, may throw the production 
program for a loss at the very 

Beginning of the season. The weath- 
er bureau reports that persistent 
wet, cool weather has delayed 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 6) 

cartIrwuTgo 
TO CHAMBER MEET 
Walter J. Cartier, executive sec- 

retary of the Wilmington Chamber 
of Commerce, will represent the 

local chamber at the annual meet- 

ing of the Goldsboro Chamber of 

Commerce and Merchants associ- 

ation, Inc. tonight at 7 p. m. at 

the Hotel Goldsboro, it was an- 

nounced yesterday. 
The principal speaker at the 

meeting will be Sam Rayburn, of 

Washington, D. C., speaker of the 
House of Representatives, who will 
be introduced to the assemblage 
by Graham A. Barden, third dis- 
trict Congressman of North Caro- 
lina. Installation of newly elected 
officers will be held. 

Tickets for the annual meeting 
of the Wilmington Chamber of 
Commerce, which will be held 
April 27, are now on sale at the 
chamber office, Cartier revealed. 

Tickets are available only 
to members until Thursday, if any 
are left, interested citizens can 

purchase them. Only 225 tickets 
will be sold; the secretary declar- 
ed, “first come, first serve”1 

Powerful Carrier t orces 

Attack Japs On Sumatra 
By LEONARD MILLIMAN 

Associated Press War Editor j 
Powerful British carrier forces in a surprise raid havt 

smashed at Japanese bases on Sumatra, guarding the roac 

to Singapore, destroyed at least 22 enemy planes, wreckec 

four ships and escaped unscathed. Battleships, cruiseis 

destroyers and even submarines escorted the aircraft car- 
•_ it,.’,, -Pivot Twiinv conhnrnt 

VITAL BOLIVIAN 
TIN MINES SHUT 

LA PAZ, Bolivia, April 20—(Jf) 

—A general strike has closed every 
tin mine in Bolivia in a new re- 

percussion of the Catavi strike dis- 
order in December, 1942, when 19 
persons were killed and 30 wound- 
ed. 

A government statement said the 
strike had been called by the mi- 
ners’ union to protest writs of ha- 
bea- corpus granted former Min- 
ist^ of Interior Pedro Silveti Arce 
and other misisters accused of re- 

sponsibility in the Catavi shootings 
As a result of the strike, Silveti 

and the other former ministers 
have been returned to confinement, 
the statement said, in view of the 
‘necessity to guarantee the secu- 

rity of the state, and to insure the 
protection of the accused ministers 
themselves from intimidation by 
the aroused populace.” 

‘The President of the Republic 
(Maj. Gualberto Villarroel) has re- 

uested the miners to return peace- 
fully to their labors,” The state- 
ment added. 

Government Minister Lt. Col. Al- 
fredo Pacheco said the strike be- 
gan at noon yesterday with work- 
ers at Catavi, Llallagua, Siglo, Hu- 
anuni, Corocoro and various other 
mining centers uniting in a de- 
mand that Silveti and his associ- 
ates be returned to custody. 

He explained the government felt 
obliged to comply because “we do 
not want another Catavi. We do 
not want to be against the people.” 

action by Adm, Lord Louis Mount 
batten’s Southeast Asia Command 

The attack was concentrated 01 

Sabang island, guarding the en 

trance to the Strait of Malacca, 751 

miles from Singapore. The defend 
ers were so surprised they didn’ 

get a single interceptor aloft. Brit 

ish bombers and fighters squarel; 
hit two medium, merchant ships 
left two destroyer escorts ii 

flames, destroyed 22 planes on th 

ground and others at Lhonga air 
drome on the nearby northern tip o 

Sumatra. 
Only one attacking plane wa 

forced down and a submarine, sin- 

facing under fire from shore guns 
rescued the pilot. 

The raid was a harbinger o 

things to come — amphibious op 
erations directed at Singapore am 

the eventual meeting of Britis 
naval forces striking from th 
west and the American fleet fror 
the east to pinch off Japan’ 
southern conquests. There still i 
a 3,000-mile gap, between Sumatr 
and the Palau islands, untouche 
by Allied sea action. 

Almost obscured by the Sumatr 
raid was an unconfirmed Toky 
broadcast that the Nipponese ha 
launched a general offensive i 
southwest Burma. The reporte 
drive on the Arakan front nea 

Themawa was an obvious bid t 
cut off the British near Buthedaun; 
and force a repetition of las 
year’s Allied retreat during th 
Monsoon rains from their unsuc 

cessful drive toward the port o 

Akyab. 
In China Japanese planes raidei 

Ghenghsien three times yesterda; 

(Continued on Page Ten; Col. 8) I1UU wain iu againoo tuv \---a--» --- 

Jury Picking Is Underway In Trial 
Of Thirty On Charges Of Sedition 

WASHINGTON, April 20. — (A1)— 
After being embroiled for four days 
in legal sparring and other techni- 
calities, the trial of 30 persons 
on seditious conspiracy charges 
reached the jury.picking stage to- 

day. 
Mrs. Minnie Kreuter Adamanson, 

a Washington housewife and one of 
16 women on the panel of 78 pro- 
spective jurors brought into the 
small courtroom, was rejected af- 
ter telling the court she would be 
prejudiced If any of the defend- 
ants were shown to have been 
members of the German-American 
Bund. She has one son in the Na- 
vy, another about to go. A third 
1-A. 

The thirty are charged with con- 

spiracy to cause insubordination 
within the armed forces. 

Judge Eicher used the word “in- 

»' 

surrection” instead of “insubordi-j 
nation” in explaining the charge 
to the prospective jurors, and! 
brought prompt objections from 
counsel. 

*The judge withdrew the word 
and said he intended to follow the 
statute, which reads “insubordi- 
nation” but Edward James Smythe 
one of the score and ten defend- 
ants, jumped up and said: 

“You have already convicted us 

in the eyes of this jury by that 
statement you just made.” 

The question of how many news- 

papermen and women were to be 

allowed to attend the trial, was 

settled by United States Marshal 
John B. Colpoys, who ruled that 
all those who had been present at 

the opening sessions, about 28, 
could attend. 

Because of the small courtroom 

A 

reporters were temporarily de- 

prived of their working desks un- 

til the jury has been selected. The 

prospect that some of the press 

group might be excluded had re- 

sulted in defense council com- 

menting that the trial was going 
to be "a star chamber proceed- 
ing.” 

In all, six veniremen were ex- 

cused from the panel before the 
trial, in U. S. District Court, re- 

cessed until Monday morning. Five 
were dismissed when they said ev- 

idence that any of the defendants 
were members and leaders of the 
German Bund would prejudice 
them. The sixth was let out on 

statement he had read “undercov- 
er” “sabotages,” and other liter- 
ature which he said would prejud- 
ice him against the accused- 

* 

RAF OVER GERMANY 

Allied Bombers Keep Great 
Aerial Attacks Going 

Around The Clock 

LONDON, Friday, April 21. —m 
— American warplanes delivered 
the heaviest daylight blow ever 

made from the air against an oc- 

cupied country yesterday with re- 

peated attacks upon northern 
France, and early today RAF night 
bombers were reported over Cler- 
many, keeping the assault going 
around the clock. 

The American attack was climax- 
ed by a surprise sunset raid on ob- 

jectives in France by “very strong 
forces” of Fortresses and Libera- 

tors, probably numbering nearly 
1,000. 

It came at the waning of a long 
day for the Axis, which had been 
jarred in the early morning hours 

by a heavy RAF raid from Italy 
on the Bulgarian railway center 

of Plovdiv. 
But even as the Americans were 

returning from the evening effort 
a huse RAF fleet was heard wing- 
ing across the eastern coast and as 

late as 3:30 a.m., 19:30 p.m. East- 

ern War Time) German radios still 
were broadcasting warnings that 

Allied planes were over western 
and southwestern Germany. 

The suppertime attackers, ac- 

companied by between 500 and 750 
Thunderbolt, Lightning and Mus- 

tang fighters, dumped approxi- 
mately 2,500 tons of explosives on 

their objectives. In addition Mus- 

tang fighter-bombers blasted Nazi 

targets deep in northeastern 
France. 

Nine U. S. heavy bombers were 

lost, but all the fighter-bombers 
and fighters returned safely. The 
escort planes shot down four Nazi 

planes in the air and destroyed oth- 
ers on the ground. 

“Bomber crews reported no Ger- 
man fighter opposition, although 
anti-aircraft fire ranging from 

slight to very intense was encoun- 

tered,’’ an air force communique 

Allied planes had made approxi- 
: niately 8,000 sorties against Nazi 
■ targets in the past 54 hours, un- 

loading more than 11,000 tons of 

bombs. It was the third successixe 

day that U. S. Air Force had sent 

I out an armada of approximately 
2,000 planes. 

t The assault undoubtedly was a 

(Continued on Page Nine; Col. 4) 

SOLDIERS HONOR 
- BUDDY’S HEROISM 

DURHAM, April 20— ((#!>—10,000 
soldiers passed in review at Camp 
Butner in tribute to the heroism 

[ of a fellow soldier, S-Sgt. Francis 
J. Dower, combat engineer battal- 

I ion, 7th detachment special troops 

i III corps, Wednesday afternoon. 
= Lt. Col. George M. O’Ccnnor, 

i commanding officer 7th Detach- 

s ment Special Troops, III Corps, 
s acting in behalf of the president 
i pinned the medal of honor for his 

1 heroism, upon the breast of S-Sgt. 
Dower’s blouse. The decoration a- 

i warded was for heroism in the face 

d of danger and carried with it. a 

1 citation which read in part "By 
l direction of the President of the 
1 United States under the provision* 
r of an act of Congress, a Soldier’s 
3 Medal is awarded by the War De- 

partment, per general order num- 

t ber 86, 23 December 1943, to Staff 
; Sergeant Francis J. Dower, 282nd 

Combat Engineer Battalion, United 
f States Army-” 

S-Sgt. Dower noted a troop laden 
1 assault boat sinking in the turbul- 
r ent waters of the Merrimac river, 
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