
UNDERWORLD AIDS 
GAS BLACK MART 

Best Brains Are Bein<j Used 
To Direct Illegal Work, 

Solons Hear 

WASHINGTON, April 20.— OP) — 

The best brains of the underworld 
are pitted against the government 
in its fight against black market 
gasoline operators, a Congression- 
al committee heard today 

But black market operations are 

tapering off now. 

Testifying before a House Inter- 
state Commerce Sub Committee, 
Shad Polier, director of the en- 

forcement division of the fuel and 
consumer gasoline division of the 
Office of Price Administration said 
that as of Feb. 1. coupons for 
more than 300.000,000 gallons of 
gasoline had been stolen or coun- 

terfeited. 
Secret service and OPA enforce- 

ment officers have arrested about 
BOO big time criminals and about 
1,000 persons dealing in counter- 
feit or stolen coupons this year, j 
Polier said. 

"The black market in gasoline 
definitely has increased over the 
last six months but at the moment 
vve have stopped the expansion 
and if anything there is a tendency 
downward,” the witness said, “we 
can and will whip the black mar- 

ket but. we still have a lot of fancy 
gentlemen to eliminate from the 

picture.” 
He disclosed that this fall OPA 

will change paper for gasoline cou- 

pons and will place serial num- 

bers on a coupons. 
OPA will discuss with an oil in- 

dustry advisory committee next 
Tuesday a proposal to make the 
lessors of gasoline stations ac- 

countable to some extent for hand- 
ling of illegal coupons for gaso- 
line, he said- 

He urged that the criminal code 
be amended to make the handling 
of counterfeit or stolen gasoline 
coupons a felony instead of a mis- 
demeanor and to permit issuance 

Film Developing 
Printing — Enlargements 

i 48-Hour Service ! 
\ Complete Photo Finishing 

Service 
THE JEWEL BOX 

109 North Front bt. 

of search warrants so investiga- 
tors can determine whether deal- 
ers have illegal oupons on hand. 
He asked that OPA investigators 
be allowed to use OPA funds to 

make, purchases of illegal coupons 
from racketeers with marked mon- 

ey. 
The “elite of the underworld,” 

formerly engaged in narcotic ped- 
dling, bootlegging of liquor, coun- 

terfieting and book. Making are 

the men now generally engaged in 
dealing in counterfeit and stolen 
coupons, he told the committee. 
Through use of ultra violet ray 
lamps and special paper, OPA can 

now detect counterfeits immediate- 
ly- 

Counterfeit coupons bring from 
three cents at the press to as 

much as 50 cents to the dealer 
or distributor, Polier said. 

Wacs Can Attend School 
For Parachute Training 

A particularly interesting station 
and job assignment recently an- 

nounced for Wacs is at the Para- 

chute School, Lawson Fielld, Fort 

Benning, Georgia. Women select- 

ed for the course will go to Lawson 

Field, following basic training, and 

take a five-week course which will 

include all phases of parachute 
maintenance and repair. In addi- 

tion to parachute maintenance, the 

Wacs will make Allied flags and 

sleeping bags- Civilian women 

parachute riggers, textile workers, 
and machine operators are being 
recruited in the Fourth Service 
Command for this particular Wac 
training. 

The WAC recruiting office, 309 
Southern Building will be glad to 

give additional information to those 
who wish to learn further about 
this particular work. 

SOLDIERS HONOR 
BUDDY’S HEROISM 

(Continued from Page One) 

at Nashau, H. H., and with utter 
disregard for his personal safety 
dove into the waters and extracted 
three of his fellow soldiers, from 

certain death. Dower, dove into 
the waters and swam to the side 
of the drowning men gathered one 

under his arm and swam to a raft 
where he placed him. He swam 

back and rescued the second sol- 

dier, returned the third time to 

rescue another. 

RELINERS 
For All 

Tires 

&%.39 

4-Way Rim or Lug 
WRENCH 

98c 
Tube Patch Kits .... 9c 

MOTOR OIL 
2 gal. can 

89* 
(Jse the proper 
summer grade 
oil for best 
results. 

HOUSE FLAGS 

fj.69 
Size 3x5 feet. Well 
made flag, complete 
with pole. Size 4x6 
feet...$2.69 

r*9 ..... ....■ ..Em. 

FLASHLITES 
Come early £Q 
for these! .... U«/C 
Batteries ......... 10c 

j 

FOOT LOCKERS 
Large, roomy lockers 

$7.9 5 

TOOL BOXES 
Strong steel, d»1 JQ 
roomy boxes V* *«/ 

FOG LIGHTS 
Or Driving Lights 

For all cars, complete * 

$2-95 
MUFFLERS 

and TAIL PIPES 

For All Cars and Trucks 

FISHING 
OUTFIT 

98c 
Complete set,: 
rod, reel, line, 
hooks, etc. 

Tires 
—ALL SIZES— 

First line ,heavy duty— 
bring your certificates 
to us for real savings. 

TACBMAIVS 
16 South Front St. Wilmington i 

Hometown Sweetheart Is 
Favored As Pin-Up Girl 

--- 

CAMP DAVIS, N. C., April. 20— 
There's no doubt in the minds of 
most soldiers here at this huge 
center of antiaircraft artillery as 

to who is their favorite pin-up girl. 
It’s the “Hometown Sweet- 

heart”, be it wife or girl friend, 
a recent poll of enlisted men on 

! the question of love conducted by 
j the Inquiring Photographer of the 

| camp newspaper, the AA Barrage, 
! reveals. 

Though spring is in the air,the 
I words of the juke-box ballad, “ab- 

I sence makes the heart grow fond- 

ler-for somebody else” just doesn't 

apply to the men who gave their 

answers to the question, Do You 

Still Love Your Hometown Sweet- 
heart” in the affirmative. 

The girl they left behind them 

still rates “Number One” with no 

place or show tickets on sale for 
thpsp loval GI’s. though they ad- 
mit the biggest obstacle to a hap- 
py romance is the uncertainty of 
Army life itself. 

Though their romance must be 

carried on by mail and infrequent 
long distance telephone calls, 
there’s nobody like “that home- 

town sweetheart”. 
As one soldier explained, ‘I’m 

still in love with her—and when 

this darn mess is over, I hope to 

marry her. We haven’t made any 

plans or set any dates, but you 
can bet there’ll be some action 
when I receive that discharge.’’ 

A private first class questioned 
by the Inquiring Photographer re- 

plied. ‘boy that question sure hits 
the spot with me. I’m planning 
(that’s if I get that furloughl to 

get married in early July. I’ve 
been going with her for two years 
and I'm just waiging for THE day! 

Home ties are still strong, they 
agreed, because of the many 

things the young couples have in 
common. “We talk the same lan- 

guage,” is the way most of the 
enlisted men think about the sub- 

ject. Not that the many young la- 
dies they meet from time to time 
at USO' dances and other social 
activities given for their entertain- 
ment aren’t attractive. Sometimes 

j it’s quite a temptation to "date 

| them up” they confess, but as * 

corporal put it, ‘As long as her 
1 letters still have those X’s at 

j the bottom, she won’t have to wor- 

ry about me walking out on her.” 
-V- 

Obituaries 
_ 

I MRS. MATILDA D. WESSELL 
Mrs. Matilda D. Wessell, of 2402 

j Market Street road, died early 
! yesterday morning in James Walk- 

| er Memorial hospital after a long 
! illness. 
i She is survived by one daugh- 
; ter, Mrs. W. M. Hewlett, and one 
i son, Albert C. Wessell, both of 
Wilmington; and one sister, Mrs. 
W. J. Krappe, New York city, 
and one brother, A. P. Dunkell, 
r\-f T5 ft rroil!r\.r\rl "NT T 

Funeral services will be con- 
ducted from the chapel of Andrews 
mortuary Friday mornm-* at 11 
o’clock by "the Rev. E. W. Halleck. 
Interment will follow in Oakdale 
cemetery. 

Active pallbearers will be A. A. 
Keels, Leon Hewlett, D. B. Pack- 
ard, Jr., D. M. Holmes, J. R. 
Blinn and Charles Smith. Honorary 
pallbearers will include Dr. H. A. 
Codington, Dr. Houston W. Moore, 
W. A. McGirt, W. I. Baxter, Lt. 
Robert, Miller, S-Sgt. R. K. Hart 
and B. E. Widder. 

MRS. HATTIE YOUNG 
CLARKTON, April 20.— Funeral 

services for Mrs. Hattie Young, 72, 
who died in a Lumberton hospital 
Monday night after a lengthy ill- 
ness, will be conducted from Mt. 
Zion Baptist church Thursday at 
11 a.m. 

Surviving are three sisters, Mrs. 
Carrie Gilbert, of Shallotte, Mrs. 
Lucy Townsend and Miss Delphia 
Baldwin, both of Whiteville; five 
brothers, J. A. Baldwin, of Pem- 
broke, Vamp Baldwin, of White- 
ville, C. A. Baldwin, of Clarkton, 
Haynes Baldwin, of Charleston, S. 
C., and Henry Baldwin, of Shal- 
lotte. 

MRS. CORA WITHERS CLARK 

CLARKTON, April 20.—Funeral 
services for Mrs. Cora Withers 
Clark, 80, widow of the late Oscar 
L. Clark, Sr., who died this morn- 

ing at 3:30 after a lengthy ill- 
ness, will be conducted from the 
Clarkton Presbyterian church Fri- 

day at 3 p.m. Interment will fol- 
low in the city cemetery. 

Surviving are one son, Clarence 
S. Clark, of Clarkton; five daugh- 
ters, Mrs. Tom Woods, of Clarkton, 
Mrs! H. L. Joslyn and Mrs. S. W. 

Thompson, both of Morehead City, 
Mrs Walker Bourne of Rocking- 
ham, and Mrs. J. E. Wayland, oi 

Morehead City; one sister, Mrs. 

Raymond Withers, of New York 

uiiy one ncpiicvt, -. 

ers, of Davidson; 20 grandchildren 
and 6 great grandchildren. 

-V- 

Water-Proof Paper 
Is Used By Services 

WASHINGTON, April 20—(ff)— 
Paper you can write on and even 

erase satisfactorily when it’s soak- 
ing wet has been developed for 
use in war maps. 

Maps printed on this paper, the 
Commerce Department announced 
today, retain their strength after 
being soaked with water or oil, 
tampled in the mud, subsequently 
washed with soap and water or 

dipped in gasoline. 
paper was developed bv the 

National Bureau of Standards In 
cooperation with the Army engi- 
neering corps and paper manu- 
facturers, and now is being pro- 
duced commercially in quantities 
sufficient to meet the armed 
forces needs, 

A 

City Briefs 
MEETING WITH TEACHERS 
Miss Julia Wetherington, with 

the State Department of Pub- 
lic Instruction, Raleigh, is in 
the city this week meeting with 
elementary teachers, H. M. Ro- 

land, superintendent of schools, 
announced this morning- Miss 
Wetherington is discussing 
classroom methods, particular- 
ly those that apply to instruc- 
tion in reading. 

VISITING 
Miss Patsy Ruth Schnibben 

of Florence, S. C., is visiting 
her cousin, Miss Bettie Louise 
Cleeve, 1722 Orange St., for 
the spring holidays. 

QUARTERLY MEETING 
The Seagate Methodist 

church will hold its regular 
quarterly meeting Sunday at 
11 a.m. A “bring your lunch’’ 
session will be held. The public 
is cordially invited. 

AUXILIARIES’ TEA 

The Young People’s Service 
League of St. James Episcopal 
church will serve tea to the 
members of the Women’s Auxi- 
liaries today at 5 p.m. in the 
Parish house. 

MARRIAGE LICENSE 

Register of Deeds Adrian B. 
Rhodes issued a marriage li- 
cense Thursday to Lawrence 

Morse, 21, and Josie Stewart, 
22, both of Painted Post, N. Y. 

REVIVAL SUCCESS 
Revival is continuing with very 

good success, at Bethel Bap- 
tist Church, Leland. All are in- 
vited to attend and hear Rev. 
R. H. Mills of Sumter, S. C. 

VICTORY BELLE MEET 
The regular meeting of the 

USO Victory Belles will be held 
at a picnic at 2322 Metts ave- 

nue Monday at 6:30 p. m. Girls 
are asked to come to Second 
and Orange USO for transpor- 
tation or to go directly to the 
picnic. Call 2-2617, USO, by 
Sunrlnv Tllp-bt In nlnr-e rpcprva. 

BALKANS BLASTED 
BY RAF BOMBERS 

Four-Engin Halifaxes Join 
Aerial Assault From 

Italian Bases 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, 
Naples, April 20. —(A5)—RAF four- 
engined Halifax bombers poined 
the relentless onslaught from Ital- 
ian bases against Nazi communica- 
tions in the Balkans with a disrup- 
tive attack early today on rail 
yards at Plovdiv, 80 miles east of 
Sofia in Bulgaria. 

Destruction of Plovdiv’s facili- 
lone rail link between Sofia and 
ties primarily would affect the 
Istanbul, Turkey, but it also would 
help paralyze other Bulgarian com- 

munications and further jar the 

wavering morale of the Bulgars. 
Crewmen of the Halifaxes said 

they saw bomb flashes in Plovdiv’s 
yards and that fires were mount- 
ing as they turned for home. Lib- 
erators and Wellingtons attacked 
the same target on Monday night. 

Low visibility grounded Italy 
based American heavy bombers 
yesterday, and there was no indi- 
cation they had resumed their at- 
tacks today. RAF Wellingtons 
made an early morning attack on 

the German supply ports of Liv- 
orno, Piombino and Santo Stefano. 
Allied planes flew approximately 
600 sorties yesterday without en- 

countering a Nazi craft or suffer- 
ing a single loss. 

Bullets sang amid the rubble of 

Cassino on the lower Fifth Army 
front as Allied machine-gunners 
peppered the ruins of the Contin- 
ental and Des Roses Hotels, the 
most troublesome German positions 
in the town. There has been vir- 
tually no change in opposing posi- 
tions at Cassino in recent quiet 
weeks. Allied troops still cling to 

the Cassino railway station, though 
it is under heavy enemy mortar 

fire. 

tions for the picnic. Club offi- 
cers for the next six months 
will be elected. 

MAKETC QT FOR PETROLEUM 
THIS I CO I JELLY QUALITY 

Press Moroline between thumb 
and forefinger. Spread apart 
slowly. Long fibres prove Moro- 
line top quality petroleum jelly. 
For minor burns—cuts, chafes, 
bruises and abrasions. Large jar 
6c, triple size 10c, get Moroline. 

Fresh Cotton Suits 

Cool, washable ... 

Favorites thru summer 

$5-98 

Number 1 favorite from coast to coast 
fresh cotton suits for army wives, for 
business girls, for women on the home front 

see our top collection of seersuckers, 
spun linens, ginghams, piques, two-tone com- 

binations ... and they’re all perfect thru 
summer ... and they all wash fresh as new! 

the Fashion Center 
115 N. FRONT STREET 

I 

CARRIER FORCES 
ATTACK SUMATRA 

(Continued from Page One) 
in support of their two-edged drive 
toward that north China rail junc- 
tion. Severe fighting was reported 
as the Chinese tried to stem rein- 
forced Japanese columns advanc- 
ing from the north and east. This 
is apparently the beginning of a 

campaign to complete conquest of 
China's major rail lines. 

The Indian invasion, however, 
apparently was being checked by 
an Allied relief column cracking 
siege lines around Kohima and 
British-Indian tank and infantry 
troops expanding their control 
around encircled Imphal. 

American-trained Chinese troops 
scored a series of successes in 
their drive across north Burma. 
The 38th division encircled a Jap- 
anese division near the rich jade 
mines in the Mansum area. The 
22nd division stormed into Wara- 
zup after virtually destroying that 
key enemy defense village in the 
Mogaung valley. 

Three American planes were 

shot down as South Pacific air 
forces swept over Rabaul, New 
Britain, for the 16th consecutive 
day. Off the coast of nearby New 
Guinea Allied bombs knocked out 
two small Japanese ships and five 
loaded barges. 

Again swinging into the Caro- 

AT FIRST ^ 
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lines from the south, Allied bom 
bers destroyed between six anc 

nine planes in air battles or or 

the ground at Woleai, midway be 
tween the fortresses of Truk anc 

Palau. A second group of four en 

gined bombers hit the sa!~. 
Thursday but details 
available. Another Libera'*'-'}"0* 

■ smashed at the Satawan 8V c* 

on the Nomoi islands sou‘hP;K.as! 
Truk for the third cor.secuth e d 

1 

you CAN HEAR the spar- ! 

kle of drinks mixed with I lit, 
Canada Dry Water. Its IBIS > 

“Pin-Point Carbona- ■ ■pi j 
TION”... millions of tinier IppS 
bubbles...means liveliness iMigi f 
to the last sip. despite 
melting ice. 

Today, liquor is precious 
...too precious to mix with 
ordinary club sodas. For 
fullest enjoyment, use 

Canada Dry Water. Its W A*- 

special formula points up ***l^j| 
the flavor of any tall drink. 

CANADA DRY 
WATBR 

W* 
'SdXijfc. Wartime restriction* limit our BIG BOTTLE • 

supply of bottles. Please co- m am H WAT F R 
operate—return all empty bot- 1 CC — _ 

ties to your dealer- lodtyl X W '0lN' 

Plus deposit 

—the Fashion Center— 

Spring 
Cleaning 
We must sacrifice more spring dresses^ coals and suits * 

make room for Ihe hundreds of new things purchased for you 
to wear. Take advantage of this really unusual opportunity. 

* Buy War Bonds With The Difference You Save * 

Dresses Reduced 
Actual Values 

lo $16.98 

Other Groups at $7 $9 $15 
iormerly sold up lo $39.98 

Coats and Suits 
Reduced 

Sheilands, Dressmakers #Gabardine. Suits in 2-Pciand 3-Pc. styles. ! 

Coats in fitted and boy styles in pastel colors. Also blacks or navys. j 

Actual Values 
to $49.98 

Others: Greatly Reduced 

The Fashion Center 
115 N. Front Street 


