
Uttmntgton #tar 
North Carolina’* Oldest Daily Newspaper 

Published Daily Except Sunday 
By The Wilmington Star-News 

R. B. Page, Owner and Publisher 

Entered as Second Class Matter at Wilming- 
ton, N. C.. Pcstoffice Under Act of Congress 

of March 3. 1879. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES BY CARRIER 
IN NEW HANOVER COUNTY 

Payable Weekly or In Advance 
Combi- 

Time Star News nation 
1 Week .$ .30 $ .25 $ 50 
1 Month 1.30 1 10 2.15 
3 Months 3.90 3.25 6.50 
6 Months_ 7.80 6.50 13,00 
1 Year 15.60 13.00 26.00 

News rate* entitle subscriber to Sunday issue 
of Star-News 

BY MAIL 
Payable Strictly in Advance 

3 Months.$ 2.50 $2.00 $ 3 85 
6 Months _ 5.00 4.00 7.70 
1 Year 10 00 8.00 15.40 

News Rates Entitle Subscriber to 
Sunday issue of Star-News 

MEMBER THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

With confidence in oar armed forces— 
with the unbounding determination of oar 

Besple — we will gain the inevitable 
triumph—so help ns God. 

Roosevelt’s War Message. 
" 

FRIDAY, APRIL 21, 194L 

Our Chief Aim 
To aid in every way the prosecntion ef 

the war to complete Victory. 

TOP OF THE MORNING 
Pride of all others the most dangerous 

fault 
Proceed* from want erf sense, or want of 

thought. 
ROSCOMMON. 

-V- 

Damned With Faint Praise 

What changes have come over the Nazi 

dream since the days when Hitler was the 

German god! 
Yesterday the little paperhanger with the 

misplaced eyebrow was fifty-five. Instead oi 

voluntarily receiving the adulation and adora- 
uun ui uie merman people, ms cniei conorts 

had to drum up public sentiment for him with 
none too certain results. 

Goebbels, his propaganda minister, pled 
with the people to celebrate the Fuehrer’s 
birthday, adding that “even the greatest lead 
ers of history will be faced with occasionai 
setbacks and defeats.” 

This is hardly in keeping with the claims 
made for him in days gone by that he was 

invincible and all-conquering. Gobbels ever 

admitted that many Germans may not ap- 

prove of Hitler. 
As far back as the reoccupation of the 

Rineland, A German who made such a state- 
ment would have been shot forthwith- Now 

Hitler’s own henchman has the temerity tc 
concede disaffection among there German 

people and probably will go unrebuked. 
It is hard to analyze the German mind, but 

it would seem that when a hero has to have 
the tomtom beaten as the day of his nativity 
approaches he is in reality a hero no longer, 
even to his former worshipers. 

-V- 

At Cross Purposes 
War Manpower Commissioner McNutt made 

a speech and the OWTI issued a report, both 
on the same day. That in itself is not unusual. 
Mr. McNutt makes lots of speeches- OWI is- 
sues even more reports. 

On this particular day, however, Mr. Mc- 
Nutt told his listeners that the manpower sit- 
uation was “relatively good,” and that labor 

shortages are causing less damage to war 

production than at any time in the past year. 
The OWI said that 2,000,000 more women 

would be needed in war work or war-sup- 

porting work by July. This in spite of the 
Poncnc Rnrpan’s ctafpmpnt. that 400 000 women 

who had been in such work were unemployed 
in January, and the War Manpower Commis- 

sion’s estimate that this figure might rise to 

500,000 by July—right when OWI says we 

shall need 2,000,000 additions to the 1,400,000 
women now employed. 

Also on this same day, Brig.-Gen. A- T. 

Brown, New York state draft director, esti- 

mated that about 95 per cent of New York 

registrants over 26 would be deferred because 

their jobs are in a “war supporting activity.” 
This announcement must have looked a lit- 

tle strange to the considerably more than 

5 per cent of over-26 registrants in New York 

and elsewhere who have recently gone into 

service from jobs or businesses which un- 

doubtedl fell within that almost-all-embrac- 

ing term of “war supporting activity.” 
That, for illustrative purposes, would seem 

to be enough confusion for one day. 
Of course, the obvious remedy would be for 

everyone to get together—Army, Navy, WMC, 
WPB and other departments concerned—and 
decide upon as concerted and orderly a course 

of action as the shifting demands of war will 

permit. 
But in the meantime, it might be well ii 

OWI worked a little harder at one of its more 

publicized functions—that of clearing all gov 

ernment speeches and releases with a view 

toward preventing violently opposed or con- 

tradictory statements of official policy, al 

least on the same day. 
\7_ 

Short Course In History 
Two widely-read magazines have committer 

the same historical error in commenting or 

Princess Elizabeth’s lPth birthday: that wher 

and if she ascends the throne she will be th< 

second woman to rule England since Eliza 

beth- She will be the third. 

What the magazines did was overlook Queer 
Anne. It isn’t hard to do. Anne doesn’t cu 

much of a figure beside Tudor Elizabeth o: 

the Queen-Empress Victoria — or beside th< 

present Elizabeth, for that matter. The his- 
tory books tell us Anne was plain, gluttonous, 
long on piety but short on wisdom. 

Anne reigned from 1702 to 1714, and things 
went pretty well for England despite the fact 
that the English were fighting Louis IV all 
over Europe, and the Whigs and Tories were 

scrapping at home. 
Yet the lovely Princess Elizabeth has some- 

thing in common with the unglamorous mon- 

arch the magazines forgot. Neither was the 
daughter of a royal pvincess. Anne’s mother 
was Anne Hyde, daughter of the Earl of Clar- 
endon and wife of James II; Elizabeth’s moth- 
er was the Lady Elizabeth Bowes Lyon, 
daughter of the Earl of Strathmore and King- 
horne. 

Princess Elizabeth will be the most British 
'-'A AJilUOll nuuc, WHO Ult 

last of the Stuarts, and was succeeded by 
the very German George I. English mon- 

archs stayed pretty German right down to 

George V- But Elizabeth can boast of four 
British grandparents. 

-V-1— 
A Local Abattoir 

This newspaper has long advocated the es- 

tablishment of an abattoir in the Wilmington 
area. It is not quite clear that the city should 

own and operate it, although there are sound 

arguments for this method. Other cities are 

said to operate abattoirs at a profit. Reason- 

ably Wilmington might do as well. 

On the other hand there is the same ob- 

jection to a city-owned industry that obtains 
with respect of federally owned plants. The 

competition of any governmental unit with 

private enterprise is not a good thing. It puts 
restrictions upon the progressive spirit of busi- 

ness and generally deadens private initiative, 
which has been the keystone of American 

business success. 

In the present case, however, it is not now 

so much a matter of how an abattoir project 

; is launched as getting it started- If it could 

be undertaken by the city with the purpose 

or turning it over to private operators at a 

reasonable profit as soon as a private firm 

could be created for its operation, that would 

be a creditable step. 
The Wilmington area has long neglected its 

opportunity in beef cattle and hog raising. 
With year around pasturage me gm ui a 

ficent climate, there has been no good excuse 

for sidetracking a great industry, aside from 

the custom of concentrating upon soil crops, 

except that all livestock has had to be tran- 

sported on the hoof, a costly procedure with 

profit to the grotver problematical. 
It is reasonable to think that the area's 

farmers would turn to livestock in a big way, 

even to the extent of financing drainage pro- 

jects to make some millions of acres avail- 

abel for grazing and of planting grasses 
known to do well in the region, if they could 

deliver their stock to a local slaughterhouse 
for processing at a price profitable to them- 

selves, instead of having to put out good money 

for freight bills. 
The city council has done well to revive the 

abbattoir subject. It will do even better by 

keeping it alive until the project is actually 
started. 

-V- 

Lend-Lease Curb 

House approval of the measure to extend 

the life of lend-lease for another year carries 

with it a curb upon presidential commitments 

after the war. Both the approval and the curb 

are commendable. 
Having accepted the program in the first 

place with the Allied nations building their 

war programs around it, it would be tragic 
to abandon the system now. But there is no 

reason to give the Chief Executive authority 
to commit this nation to obligations, when the 

war emergency has passed for meeting the 

needs of the world. On the contrary, and in 

light of the extravagance which has marked 

the administration’s policy in the past, there 

is every reason to think that such authority 
would place a burden upon American tax- 

payers which they could not shoulder and 

survive- Even if there should be a change in 

administration, it would be risky to place in 

the Chief Executive’s hands such sweeping 
authority. 

The House has done well to retain the right 
to pass upon any proposals for financial as- 

sistance to other nations in the postwar period. 
However helpful lend-lease is proving as a 

means of enabling our Allies to carry the war 

to the enemy, it i£ an exceedingly expensive 
venture- The American people are entitled to 

have it surrounded by strict limitations when 

peace has returned. 
-V- 

A Despicable Racket 

The War Department has revealed that sev- 

eral groups throughout the country have been 

circulating false rumors about “thousands of 

blinded soldiers, and then fradulently solicit- 

ing funds to aid them. 

Actually, says the Army Medical Depart- 

ment, 73 men have suffered total blindness 

in this war. 

The War Department asks that the public 
be on guard against these solicitors. A further 

suggestion should be to report them immedi- 

ately to police authorities. 
--V- 

“Stop Him!” 

Thus far the Republicans seem to have 

concentrated their chief energies in efforts to 

stop somebody from getting the party’s nomi- 

nation for the presidency. Stop Willkie. Stop 

Dewey. Stop MacArthur. Probably if there 

wai any possibility of their winning substan- 

tial strength at the forthcoming convention 

there would also be movements to stop Stas- 

; sen and Bricker. 
On the other side there is also a movement 

s to stop Roosevelt. But the difference Is that 

however strong the movement becomes,, there 
is no member of the Democratic party who 

can stop Roosevelt from receiving the nomi- 
nation in July if he decides to run- Not since 
the days of the republican old guard, the lit- 
tle clique who dominated the party’s decisions 
has any man had such complete mastery of 
a party as Mr. Roosevelt now has. There will 
be no stopping him if he should decide to seek 
a fourth term. 

And, because he is in office, because he 
has the smoothest running political machine, 
because federal payrolls extend into every 
crossroads settlement, hamlet, village, town 
ana city in the country, it would be as diffi- 
cult to defeat him at the polls as in the 
convention. 

There is strong sentiment against the 
fourth term. But the republicans cannot hope 
to elect their own candidate unless they stop 
their stop movements and center their whole 
endeavors upon their likeliest candidate. 

-V- 

How To Punish Lavalle 

The Allies have a heavy score to settle with 

Hitler, Himmler, Goering, Goebbels et al, and 
are determined that they shall not slip through 
their fingers as Kaiser Wilhelm did after the 
former World war. But the French people who 
are preparing to rise against the Nazis at 

the first signal of Allied invasion have an 

equally heavy score against Pierre Laval the 
traitor who sold them down the river and 
we may be sure he is already marked for 

“liquidation.” 
Lavalle has been Hitler’s man for years. 

The chief outrages committed by the Nazis 
in France have been under his direction as 

XiiliCX. o agcm, xic nao otm wuuuouuuo v/x. xxxo 

fellow Frenchmen Into German bondage, 
sponsored Nazi purges, done his master’s bid- 

ding at all times. He deserves the worst fate 
the French patriots decide for him. But it is 

questionable if execution is the worst. If he 

is killed his earthly worries will be over. If 

he is allowed to live in confinement he will 

suffer a thousand deaths. 

Preferably, we should think, confinement on 

some St. Helena along with the most abus- 

ive Gemans, whose tongues are never idle 

and whose talent for villification is unmatched 

—even with Hitler himself—would prove the 

severest punishment to which he could be 

subjected- Hitler’s tongue we hear is sharper 
than that of a woman scorned. In defeat it 

will be freshly whetted. In his company after 

the war, Lavalle may well be imagined de- 

voting his every moment to praying for deaf- 
r* a c ■ 

Fair Enough 
(Ediotr'« Note.—The Star and the Newe accept no 

responsibility for the personal views of Mr. Pegler, 
»nd often disagree with them as much as many of 
his readers. His articles serve the good purpose of 
making people think. 

By WESTBROOK PEGLER 

NEW YORK.—My great, loving heart bleeds 
for the sad and disillusioned right wing of 
the late so-called American Labor Party of 
New York, whose bosses, with mixed feelings 
of sorrow, anger and frustration have found 
it necessary to abandon their own brat. I 
write with the sympathetic understanding of 
one who has suffered, for a similar reason, 
namely the invasion of the communists and 
their fellow-travelers, caused me to resign 
from the Newspaper Guild several years ago; 
in which case, however, a number of these 
same idealists scolded me as a baiter of reds 
and labor and insisted that the thing to have 
done was to stay in there and try to capture 
the guild from the bolos. And moreover, they 
said, the term fellow-traveler was vague and 
insincere and just a label which we reaction- 
aries used to discredit all with whom we dis- 
agreed. 

Now, however, the machine politicians of 
the ALP’sj right wing, whip-sawed and beaten 
by their own methods at their own sport of 
manipulating minorities to the frustration of 
majorities, have turned on their old friend, 
Sidney Hillman, calling him a stooge for Earl 
Browder, and, as A1 Smith would say, have 
taken a walk- Mr. Hillman collaborated with 
Browder and with Vito Marcantonio, the pro- 
tege of Fiorello LaGuardia, and others of 
the same hue and his late colleagues have 
issued manifestoes repudiating him out loud. 

All this amounts to not much more than a 

personal rivalry between Mr. Hillman and 
David Dubinsky, presidents of the two great 
unions of toilers on apparel for gents and 
ladies, who are much alike in many ways 
but hate each other’s tripes for reasons which 

any fair-minded third party could easily per- 
ceive with the naked eye and indorse without 
reserve. Squirming with the machine parlia- 
mentarian’s itch for power and both skilled 
in the art of exploiting the immigrant vote, 
they thought to decide who should govern 
the millions of Americans of the state and 

city of New York and, next November, even 

to wield the balance in the election of the 

next president of the United States. 

Hillrnan, the bag-man of the CIO’s 1944 
slush fund and a facile collaborationist, threw 
in WlLll UUJ UU11U1JUIJ10L5 I-/J luv-auo ou 

devious that I cannot pretend to understand 
much less explain them, took the so-called 
party away from Dubinsky. Dubinsky’s dis- 
tress, heart-rending though it be, is relieved 
by touches of humor here and there, how- 
ever, as when one of the right-wing writs of 
repudiation says that the ALP was organized 
to provide a home for liberals and laborites, 
free from the sordid mechanics of the old 

parties. This naturally recalls his own fac- 
tion’s selection of Judge Matt Levy as a can- 

didate for the Supreme court a few months 

ago, a choice conducted in the familiar at- 

mosphere of the old fashioned smoke filled 
room, which proved unwise when the most 

casual investigation showed that this friend 
of labor had, in fact, made a very profitable 
thing of this friendship as attorney for a local 
of the Browne and Bioff mob in New York 

and, on a certain occasion had spoken highly 
of brother Browne, a dirty racketeer with no 

standing in labor and a figure of shocking 
notoriety at the time. 

The parting of the Hillmans and the Du- 

binskys may serve an unintended purpose in 
the interests of decency in politics and the 
labor movement, however, for, in their rage 
the bosses of both factions are waving their 
arms and, in a wide range of continental 
dialects, are now telling, in the voice of in- 
side authority, plain truths about one another 
which long have been known to most of the 
public but always were denied before. Their 
many publications have long been my most 

STAMPING OUT FASCISM 
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With Ernie Pyle 
By ERNIE PYLE 

WITH FIFTH ARMY BEACH- 
HEAD FORCES IN ITALY, (by 
wireless) — Lieut. Eugene Tousin- 
eau of Detroit is the official greet- 
er for the new Anzio Chamber of 
Commerce. He visits every ship as 

soon as it drops anchor in Anzio 

waters, and “extends the key to 
the city.” Most of his guests would 
prefer being ridden out of town on 

a rail. 
He’s the guy who checks the 

cargo of every incoming ship and 
checks daily on the progress and 
the quality of their unloading. 

All day long he rides around in 
an LCVP (editor’s note—landing 
craft, vehicles, personnel) climb- 
ing rope ladders up the sides of 
ships, snaking back down on single 
ropes—just holding on with his 
hands while his bouncing steel boat 
below tries to crush him. "I’ve got 
flO.OOO insurance,” he laughs. 

All day he is out there on the 
water with shells speckling the 
whole area. I wouldn’t have his 
job fo a million dollars. But he 

enjoys it. 
I rode around with him one day 

seeing how the ships unload, seeing 
how it feels to be sitting there at 
anchor aboard a ship full of ex- 

plosives within range of enemy ar- 

tillery. It doesn’t feel too good. 
Lieutenant Tousineau has been 

on this job for six weeks. He is an 
ebullient fellow who insists on en- 

joying whatever he does regard- 
less, because he gets a great kick 
Dut of it. 

He goes aboard ships and serves 
notice to ship’s officers. He bawls 
out some people even though he’s 
only a second lieutenant, and com- 
miserates with others who have 
been bawled out by somebody that 
matters. 

If things aren’t going well 
Enough on a certain ship, he'll sav 
to the Army officer in charge, “No 
excuse for this, sir,” and never bat 
n, « T>..X XI, X > XU 

fc**^*v, me vv aj wax a 

are won. 

Riding around with us that day 
was Lieut. John Coyle, of (2622 
Swain St.), Philadelphia, who is 
learning the game. Our supply 
shipping has become so thick that 
the checking job is too much for 
Dne man, so the two will divide it 
between them in the future. 

Lieutenant Tousineau has had 
dozens of Hairbreadth Harry es- 
capes. Shells explode in the water, 
bombs drop beside his house at 
night. He has even climbed off a 
ship just a few minutes before it 
was hit. 

Before the war, Lieutenant Tou- 
sineau was a night-club manager, 
a sandhog and numerous other 
things. He is tall and dark, has a 
very long and narrow face and a 
little pencil mustache, and looks 

interesting political literature and 
1 find new riches in their current 
denunciations, which they will be 
unable to deny when I employ them in debate hereafter, for 1 
shall then cite chapter and verse 
and bow to their own authority. It 
is not really necessary to have 
relations with stooges in the unions 
to keep aware of perfidy on the in- 
side. One merely goes to the file 
and looks up what John Lewis said 
about Green and Murray, what his 
pompous self-adulation revealed 
about himself and what Philip Pearl, the minstrel of the Amer- 
■can Federation ol Labor, has writ- 
ten about the CIO in the frenzy of 
the long and ribald fight for power 
aver the bewildered American toil- 
er and loot from his wages. They 
speak with knowledge from the 
hrones of high authority. 

like the Anzio edition of Cesar Ro- 
mero. 

He calls himself the “bad boy” 
of his regiment. "I get a commen- 

dation one day and a reprimand 
the next,” he says. “The colonel 
will commend me for good work 
under dangerous conditions and 
then I’ll go to Naples and get 
ticketed for having my hands in 
my pockets.” But that's the Army, 
and Tousineau can take it. 

The Lieutenant has a crew of 
four soldiers who run his boat. The 
former crew, according to the Lieu- 
tenenant, got “Anzio anxiety” and 
took off, so he picked his own men. 

Volunteers for the boat job were 
called for. Nobody volunteered. So 
four men were assigned. Now that 
they’ve got the hang of it, every- 
body else in the company is mad 
at himself for not volunteering, for 
it’s a soft job. All they do all day 
long is ride around in this boat and 
dodge a shell now and then. 

None of them knew anything 
about boats before Anzio Thev 
learned by trying. “We didn’t know 
nothin’ from sour apples about a 

boat,” said Pvt. Janies Davis, a 

farm boy from Covert, Mich., “but 
we went along.” 

Later, as we lay alongside a 

British ship, I heard Davis say, 
“Let’s go ashore onto that boat.” 
Such nautical sabotage as that 
would turn Admiral Dewey over 

The Literary Guidepost 
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“THE USE OF PRESIDENTIAL 
POWER 1789-1943,” by George 
Fort Milton (Little. Brown; $3.) 

George Fort Milton is not so 

much interested in showing how 
President Roosevelt has used the 
power of his office as he is in 
showing how the office has devel- 
oped since George Washington, and 
that this development is never a 

straight, upward-swinging line on 
the graph of history, but a set of 
waves followed invariably by their 
troughs. His book is called “The 
Use of Presidential Power,” and 
it is quiet, in perspective, well 
reasoned and reasonably impar- 
tial. Only a competent historian 
could pass on its use of historical 
fact and fungi, and I am not a 

competent historian. 
Washington, Mr. Milton shows, 

laid the foundation of presidential 
power and then found himself as- 

tonishes in his old age by the 
fierceness of the partisans who 
arose in the political setting, Jef- 
ferson was a more suave gentle- 
man with some command of phi- 
losophy, although perhaps not the 
haloed creature worshipped by the 
current Jeffersonian cult. Jeffer- 
son, Mr. Milton shows, was a dic- 
tator of sorts—quite as much so 
as Jackson or Lincoln. 

Jackson managed a revolution. 
He saw the source of presidential 
power as the wide and apparently level field of the common man, 
and he used his power sweeping- 
ly, kicking Nick Biddle’s bank into 
a pulp, and establishing an organi- 
zation which survived him, some- 
thing few presidents have done. 
The next man of real importance 
was of course Lincoln. 

Lincoln probably was closer to 
dictatorship than any other pres- 
ident, according to Mr. Milton’s 
evidence. His power as chief of 
state he used with astounding ef- 
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feet; suspension of the right of 
habeas corpus and the Emancipa- 
tion Proclamation are two exam- 
ples without parallel in our his- 
tory. Cleveland, the next great 
man, was a lesser height; Theo- 
dore Roosevelt was the only presi- 
dent. Mr. Milton^ thinks who rre-'l 

cticn mo uwu ciiiu av,itu ui 

them. 
His appraisal of Wilson is verj 

high, and as he sorts out the acts 
of President Roosevelt up to now, 

there appears an astounding com 
bination of genius in foreign fields 
with less impressive recent detaf 
at home. I found Mr. Milton hare 
to put down. 

--V- 

Daily Prayer 
FOR THE SOLDIER SPIRIT 

We thank Thee, O Infinite Spirit 
who carest for the souls of men 
that our soldier sons have showr 
both valor and chivalry, and have 
acted towar^ defeated foes with 
magnanimity. In the face of hor- 
rors committed by our pagan foes 
upon prisoners and wounded anc 
civilian victims, they have not re- 
taliated in kind. They ave inher- 
ently too big and too Christian tc 
be drawn down to the level oj 
savages. Not for their foes as hu- 
man beings, but for tile conducl 
and standards of those who floul 
Thee do they have hatred. G'-anl 
to us at home a similar higl- standard of chivalry. Make us 
great enough to be worthy of vic- 
tory in battle and victory in peace 
Fix our eyes upon the goal of a 
warless world, wherein, in the spir- it of righteousness and love we 
may attain a real and lasting 
peace. May Christ’s own passion 
against oppression be mingled in 
aur hearts with His own spirit ol 
forgiveness and achieving love. We look to Thee, O all-enabling God, io enable us to be worthy *>f the 
ugh tasks to which Thou hast ap- pointed us. Amen.—W.T. E. 

OFF RATIONING 
WASHINGTON, April 2G. — (IP)— rhe Office of Price Administration 

_ 
.ay announced the removal from 

aliening of concentrated citrus 
uices. Used principally by bever- 
age makers and for other indus- 
rial purposes, these juices, OPA 
laid, are in good supply because of 
ixpanded production facilities and 
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in his grave. 
The coxswain of the boat (th« 

guy who drives it) is Pfc. Arthur 
Handy of Fellows, Cal., down in 
the oil field district near Taft. Han- 
dy spent years learning how to be 
a sailor by driving a truck in the 
oil fields. 

One of the “seamen” is Pfc. 
Nicholas Kardos, of (1702 North 
Damen Ave.) Chicago. His nick- 
name is "Rabbit” and he used tc 
be a punch-press operator 

The other is Pfc. William Lipic- 
zky, of (7603 Rawlings Ave.) Cleve- 
land. His ancestry is a combina- 
tion of Russian and Hungarian, anc 

the others call him “Hunky.” H( 
was a welder. 

When these soldiers first started 
learning how to run a boat the> 
sometimes got seasick, but thej 
don’t any more. And they have be 
come fairly indifferent to shells too 

They don’t even wear their stee) 
helmets half the time. When shell: 
begin coming too close, Privatt 
Davis will remark: 

“For a month I’ve been telling 
that fellow to take a furlough anc 

go to Rome and have himself t 
time. But he doesn’t seem to ge' 
my message.” 

-V- 
ENROUTE TO WASHINGTON 

SAN FRANCISCO, April 20 
—UP)—Australia’s Prime Minis- 
ter John Curtin and his party 
of 16 military and diplomatic 
aides were enroute today to 
Washington for conferences 
with President Roosevelt. 

Interpreting 
TheWar 

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON 
Associated Press War 
Matching the deepenmg ”, 

can-Australian challenge to I 
nese sea and air power in th. v Paficic, the first significant ai "j blow by the Southeastern a 

?d 
Command has been struck*., 
the Bay of Bengal, falling cn^5 
bang, the island off the norti,,,"3' 
tip of Sumatra. 

Delivered by carrier. 
planes of the now powe-ful 

5 

arm of Admiral Lord Louis M0,,*a batten’s forces, it was preceH.a u 
an air raid by American 
range bombers on Port Blah the southern Andanman islands „« 
the coast of the Malay Penrvnsul to the north, probably intended >1 neutralize any possible Japan,t. air interference. 

Both strokes apparently ,aUEl.t the enemy by suprise. They 
miteiy served to put Tokio 
notice, however, tiiat it is cotlfro ted with developing two-front sea" 
air warfare at the southern end of the Nipponese China sea conques* 
zone tending to force a division 0' 
dwindling Japanese sea and a r 
power to guard both east and west 
approaches to that sea. 

The Sabang attack completes the ultimate challenge of the Allied 
sea power to Japan long ago fore, 
told by Prime Minister Churchill" 
and helps make clearer develop! ments in Burma and in Eastern 
China indicating Japanese counter 
strategy. Nor can it be seriously 
doubted that Allied leadership s 
more concerned over recent enemy 
moves in eastern China than with 
the diversionary Nipponese inva. 
sion of India from northern Burma 
that seems virtually to have nip 
its course. 

A three pronged Japanese driv* 
in the Chungmow-Chengchow re- 
gion in eastern Honan, aimed at 
clearing the Peiping-Hankow rail, 
road, is reported from Chungking 
It implies a new Japanese attempt 
to sieze complete control of the 
great north-south communications 
artery across eastern China from 
Canton to Chengchow. Chinese for- 
ces hold two wide stretches of the 
parallel rail and road system, one 
above and one below Hankow, from 
which the Japanese have never 
been able to dislodge them. 

The obvious Japanese purpose is 
to bar all China east of the Canton- 
Hankow-Chengchow line to Allied 
use for advance air bases from 
which to strike at Formosa, at 
Vilen uctiJctxicsc uamu in me auuill 

China sea, at the Philippines and 
at Japan’s own industrial centers 
at relatively close range. The Jap- 
anese hold only segments of east- 
ern China now and the Allied cam- 

paign in northern Burma to open 
the Ledo road from India to China 
as a supply route for American 
China-based bombers is evidently 
giving Tokio concern. 

The dubious Japanese invasion 
thrust across the Chindwin river 
in Burma into India has had the 

appearance of a diversion and de- 
laying movement from its incep- 
tion. It represents in sufficient 
power for more than that and has 
not halted General Stilwell’s ad- 
vance in the five weeks it has 
been in progress. It also lacks sup- 
ply lines to make it a grave threat 
of itself. 

The stab into Assam might have 
held up Stilwell, however Tokio 
appears to have gambled on that— 
and lost. As the fight is now de- 
veloping on the Imphal plain. :t 

seems destined to result in a stale- 
mate or a Nipponese disaster. 

The Japanese offensive in east- 
ern China clearly spells out grow- 
ing fear in Tokio that the day may 
not be distant when Japan will be 

brought under the same Allied two- 

way mass bombing from the Pa- 
cific and eastern China that Ger- 

many is enduring from Britain and 
Italy. 

-V- 

Ten Copies Of Beard’s 
‘Republic’ Are Given 

L i b r a r y By Maffit 
A gift of ten copies of The Re 

public by Charles Beard has beer, 

received by the New Hanover Hr?- 

School library from M’Kean '“i- 

fitt superintendent of the Munici- 
pal Water and Sewage Dep3-*' 
ment. 

Tn fhnnUincr lVTr. M.'lffitt f^P — 

generous gift, Miss Wean:, ac- 
tant librarian, said: "We want 
commend Mr. Maffitt for his ! 

terest in putting before :he : 

and girls this able disc:: 

our privileges and duties as te- 

states citizens.’’ 
The books will be used esPecl 

by the American governmeru ^ 

American history classes, the ^ 
ter is already using Beard s 

tory of the United votes > 

textbook. 
After reading The Republic- 

Maffitt felt that it was -nr: 

portant book that it sho 
available to all the 
students. 

-V—- 

New Air Mail Postal 
Rates Are Explained 

There is still mUundew^ 
by the public of the rates o 

age on air mail, particuj 
air mail to members of 

^ 0(. 
ed forces overseas, post 
ficials said yesterday. 

The public was reminded 
air mail postage rates w 

^ 
United States are 8 cc- ■ 

ounce whether the 
dressed to civilians or 

of the armed forces. j£: 
The overseas rate is 6 ce'' 3( ^ 

half ounce for members ® 
^ 

armed forces. This mcl 
9Ct 

air mail letters addressed , 

members of the armen ■ 

through an Army or Navi 
office—that is, all who have 

or FPO numbers as part ° 

J 


