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Editors rian 

fo Seek Free 
World Press 
To Explore Possibility Of 

Getting Guarantees 
Into Accords 

adopt RESOLUTION 

Knight Succeeds Roy Rob- 
erts As President Of 

American Society 
WASHINGTON. April 22— CUP))— 

The American Society of News- 

paper Editor*, declaring ^world 
freedom of press and communica- 

tions is vital to avoidance of future 
wars, decided today to explore the 

possibility of getting guarantees of 

such freedom into International 

agreements, possibly the Peace 
Treaty. 

By resolution, the society ordered 
establishment of a committee to 
Vork with other organizations and 

agencies on ways to implement its 
si'and for world freedom for the 

principal of an unrestricted flow 
of news and information. 

John S Knight of the Knight 
Newspapers, new president of the 
society, fold it in an address that 
"the right of reporters to file un- 

censored dispatches from any part 
of the world is an important part 
of the peace, for without informa- 
tion so gathered, we will never 

have the enlightened public that is 
so essential tothe preservation of 

everything for which we are fight- 
ing.” 

Proposal 
To the committee, yet to be ap- 

pointed, was referred a proposal 
by Nelson Poynter, editor of the St. 
Petersburg (Fla) Times, that the 
society petition Congress to declare 
it is national policy “to refuse to 
recognize the right of any govern- 
ment. organization or person to 

infringe upon freedom of informa- 
tion or expression.” 

Poynter also proposed that Con- 
gress be asked to declare it is 
national policy “to encourage reci- 
rocal agreements with other coun- 

(Continued on Page Two; Col, 6) 

U. S. MAY' UP 
SOME CORN SALES 

Reported Preparing Order 
Affecting 124 Mid- 

western Counties 

WASHINGTON, April 22—(A”)— 
Tne government was reported to- 

night to be preparing an order 
tying up all sales of com in 124 
commercial corn producing coun- 

ties of the midwest except to the 
government to meet needs of war 
industries facing shutdown be- 
cause of a grain shortage. 

Authoritative sources said the 
order was expected to be issued 
Monday by the War Food admin- 
istration in conjunction with a 

farm-to-farm purchase drive to be 
made by the Agricultural Adjust- 
ment administration for the gov- 
ernment. 

Under the order, the govern- 
ment would be the sole legal pur- 
chaser of corn until requirements 
of processors had been obtained. 
Officials estimate at least 80,000,- 
M) bushels will be needed to sup- 
ply processors until the new crop 
is harvested. 

Affected by a virtual disappear- 
,nce of commercial market sup- 
phes of corn are industries mak- 
nS vital war materials as well 

Ps corn food products. Com goes 
mto the production of nearly ev- 

weapon. It is necessary, for 
example, for all foundry work 
®ach as casting and molding of 
hronze, steel, aluminum, and 
msvnesium for all, textile produc- 

^mtinued on Page Nine; Col- 3) 

DIES 

CARDINAL O’CONNELL 

dean"ofcatholic 
HIERARCHY PASSES 
William Cardinal O’Con- 

nell Dies In Boston 
At Age Of 84 

BOSTON, April 22.—UP)—William 
Cardinal O'Connell, 84, archbishop 
of Boston and dean of the Roman 
Catholic hierachy in America, died 
today from bronchial pneumonia. 

The cardinal died at 5:45 p. m., 
E. W. T., according to an an- 

nouncement by Rt. Rev. Mgr. Jere- 
miah F. Minihan, chancellor of the 
archdiocese. 

“Cardinall O’Connell took a se- 

vere attack at 2:30 p. m., E. W. 
T.,” Mgr. Minihan said. 

“He rallied from that attack and 
then took another at five o’clock. 

“It was a beautiful and inspiring 
Christian death.” 

Most Rev. Richard J. Cushing, 
auxiliary bishop of Boston, who 
was at the bedside of the cardinal 
with Mgr. Minihan said: 

“As I was giving apostolic bene- 
diction, he pass-cd on to his eter- 
nal rest.” 

While the dying cardinal still 
was conscious, Bishop Cushing 
read the prayer for the dying and 
led the assembled clergymen and 
relatives in recital of litanies. 

The aged prelate lifted his right 
hand several times to impart his 
blessing to the assemblage. In his 
hand was his rosary, the crucifix 
clutched tightly and the beads en- 

twined around his fingers. 
Before ho lapsed into unconsci- 

ousness, Mgr. Minihan bent toward 
him and asked him to give his 
blessing to the priests and people 
of the archdiocese. 

Summoning all his waning 
strength, the dying pri: ;e of 
the church slowly lifted his 
right hand and weakly traced the 
sign of the cross in the air. 

He became unconscious a few 
minutes later and died peacefully 

(Continued on Page Nine; Col. 1) 
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ALLIES RAID AXIS’ 
LINES IN BALKANS 

Night-Flying RAF Craft 
Team Up With Ameri- 

can Daylight Planes 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS. 
NAPLES, April 22—UP1—Italy-based 
night-flying RAF Liberators and 

Wellingtons have teamed up with 

daylight American Liberators in 

pressing through another 24 hours 
their incessant pounding of Axis 
communications in the Balkans and 

Northern Italy, Allied headquar- 
ters announced today. 

The beginning of the fourth month 
since the Allied beachhead land- 

ings at Anzio, which brought the 

Allied armies nearest to any of the 

(Continued on Page Nine; Col- 3) 

Drexler Resigns As Tide 
Water Power President 

K E. Drexler, since 1941 presi- 
and a director of the Tide 

^ ater Power company, has ten- 
erfd his resignation, F. A. Mat- 
es chairman of the board, an- 

»°unced yesterday. 
-Ir. Drexler resigned his position 

leareturn to the city, following a 
°e 0£ absence of two months. 
's leave was granted, it was 

aaunced, because of his health, 
i. r: Drexler has been outstand- 

m the community since his 
,'*Val In January of 1941. He 

■ >ed recently in the capacity of 
r ;.man the successful Com- 

■ Dhest drive and was chair- 

tori .Jf 1he County’s War Trans- 

r.._ a;:on Committe. He is a mem- 

lof the Rotary club. 
‘Ior to his local position, he 

was connected with a utility com- 

pany at Newport News, Va., and 

has wide experience in the utility 

field. 
Mr. Matthes declared that no suc- 

cessor has yet been named, nor 

was he able to indicate when the 

appointment would be made. 
It is understood that the annual 

meeting of the Tide Water Power 

company stockholders will be held 

in the firm’s offices next Tuesday. 

PRICE WILL PREACH 
DAVIDSON, April 22.—UP)—Dr. 

Frank W. Price, former professor 
at Nanking Theological Seminary, 
Nanking, China, will p. each the 

Baccalaureate sermon at Davidson 

college May 21. 

U. S. Attacks 
Nippon Bases 
In Marian? 
Also Reports Occupation 

Of Two More Atolls 
In Marshalls 

USE LANIMPLANES 

Wewak Neutralized By Al- 
lied Bombing And 

Strafing Raids 

U. S. PACIFIC FLEET HEAD- 
QUARTERS, PEARL HARBOR, 
April 22—UP)—Heavy American air 
smashes against two important 
Japanese bases in the Marianas 
islands, near Guam, and the oc- 
cupation of two additional Nippon 
atolls in the Marshalls, were re- 
ported by Pearl Harbor’fleet head- 
quarters today. 

Army and Navy heavy bomb- 
ers, obviously flying from land 
bases, struck deep into the Japa- 
nese defense perimeter at Saipan 
and Tinian, in the Marianas about 
150 miles north of Guam, last 
Monday. The daylight raiders 
pounded undisclosed targets in the 
second aerial thrust of the war 
against Japanese strongholds in 
the Marianas. The previous aerial 
raid was a heavy carrier-based 
hit February 22. 

Send Up Interceptors 
Admiral Chester v Nimitz’s 

press announcement said the op- 
eration was carried out by heav- 
ies of the Seventh AAF and Fleet 
Air Wing Two. The Japanese sent 
up 25 interceptors and moderate 
anti-aircraft fire. One enemy 
fighter plane was shot down and 
another probably destroyed. 

The announcement made no 
mention of American damage or 
losses. 

Tinian is about 1,150 miles 
northwest of American-held Eni- 
wetok, in the Marshalls, and some 
650 miles northwest of Japan’s 
Truk base. Tinian and Saipan are 
strategic locations along the route 
between Tokyo and the Southwest 
Pacific. 

The two additional Marshall 
atolls occupied and brought under 
American sovereignty were Eri- 
kub, almost in the center of the 
eastern chain of the islands, and 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 5) 

BILL TOSIMPLIFY 
TAXES IS OKEHED 

Favorable Action Taken 
By House Ways And 

Means Committee 
WASHINGTON, April 22—(^-Re- 

sponding to national glamor 
against the intricacy of taxation, 
the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee approved today a tax sim- 
plification bill to make it unneces- 

sary for 30,000,000 of the 50,000.00 
individual taxpayers ever to file 
another income tax return. 

Committee Chairman Doughton 
(D-NC) said he would introduce the 
Legislation to the House Monday— 
with the view to putting it on the 
statute books before Congresss re- 

cesses in June for the National 
Democratic and Republican con- 

ventions. 
If enacted by Congress, the 

“painless tax ’’ measure would: 
1. Eliminate the victory tax and 

set new nomal and surtax rates 
and exemptions while keeping ac- 

tual tax burdens near their present 
levels. 

2. Revise completely the with- 
holding system against wages and 
salaries, effective next January 1. 
to deduct from wage envelopes 
and salary checks the full tax li- 
ability of persons earning up to 

$5,000—thus relieving tne 30,000.- 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 5) 
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WEATHER 
FORECAST 

NORTH CAROLINA: Showen and 
thunderstorms Sunday. Little change in 
temperature. Warmer Sunday. 

(Eastern Standard Time) 
(By U. S. Weather Bureau) 

Meteorological data for the 24 hours, 
ending 7:30 p.m., yesterday. 

Temperature 
1:30 am, 63, 7:30 am, 64, 1:30 pm, 68, 

7:30 pm 62. 
Maximum 72; Minimum 62; Mean 67; 

Normal 64. 
Humidity 

1:30 am 94, 7:30 am, 91, 1:30 pm, 75, 
7:30 pm, 86. 

1 Precipitation 
Total for the 24 hours ending 7:30 pm, 

0.00 inches. 
Total since the first of the month, 

1.78 inches. 
Tides For Today 

(From the Tide Tables published by 
U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey) 

High Low 

Wilmington_ 10:18a 5:04a 
10:41p 5:16p 

Masonboro Inlet _— 8:08a 2:00a 
8:31p 2: lip 

Sunrise, 5:31 a.m., Sunset, 6:49 p.m., 
Moonrise, 6:21 a.m., Moonset 7:53 p.m. 

(Continued on Page Nine; Col* S) 

G ‘Dough’ Boy 
—# <£* .o -—— 

Those large packages of money 
that Sgt. Charles G. Sellick, Lynn, 
Mass., is holding is part of the 
payroll of 1,100,000 lire to be dis- 
tributed to members of the Fifth 
Army in Italy. Sellick is attached 
to the Finance Dept. 

OWI TO EXPEDITE 
NEWS ON INVASION 
Concluding Arrangements 
With High Command And 

Army Censorship 
■■■■ 

WASHINGTON, April 22—((A*)) — 

War news of the allied invasion of 

Europe will move from beach- 
heads to the American publis more 

directly than ever before, the Of- 

fice of War Information said today 
in disclosing some of the arrange- 
ments being concluded with the 
allied high command, British min- 

istry of information and military j 
censorship and communications of- \ 
fidals of both countries. 

Elmer Davis, director, and 
George W. Healy Jr. domestic di- 
rector of OWI, reported progress 
in arrangements to smooth quick 
transmission of news to America 
from press and radio correspon- 
dents. 

Basically, the problems are re- 

moval of military censorship de- 
lays abroad and improvements of 
communications facilities. They do 
not involve the operations of do- 
mestic censorship within this 
country, although the office of cen- 

sorship is cooperating in the ar- 

rangement. 
“Beachhead copy—or any copy 

from outside Britain—will run 

through without being touched 
again,” Healy said, explaining OWI 
is seeking single censorship. 

j.'iews win pause ujiue. iuunug 

previously combined operations it 

frequently was subjected to censor- 

ship on the field, at headquarters 
and then by officials of all nations 
involved at transmission points. 

All censors will work under uni- 
form censorship rules and instruc- 
tions on clearance. Any dispatch 
originating outside Britain—from 
beachheads, ships or planes—will 
be censored by the military at the 
point of origin. When it reaches 
Britain it will be treated as transit 
news, flowing through the filing 
point in Britain without other cen- 

sorship delay. 
A single central filing office will 

be set up, probably in or near 

London. Here correspondents will 
find military public relations of- 
ficers and British and American 
civilian information officals. 

One reason why central fling will 
smooth the flow of news to Amer- 
ica, Healy said, is that if one trans- 
mission circuit is jammed the 
ready story can be put on another 
less crowded circuit without delay 
in shuffling to another place. 

Transmission of the torrent of 
news of invasion operations, which 
OWI estimates will at least triple 
the current daily stream, will be 
speeded up by as many extra 
transmission facilities as possible. 

4,000 ALLIED PLANES RAID 
HAMM RAIL CENTER, NAZIS’ 

COASTAL FORTS IN FRANCE 
Bombing Of Europe Not Lightening 
Early Stage Of Invasion From Sea 

By GLADWIN HILL 
LONDON, April 22—UP>—The 

bombs now showering on west- 
ern Europe are making the ul- 
timate Allied conquest easier 
but probably are not lighten- 
ing the immediate task of 
breaking into Hitler-’s fortress 
from the sea. 

Best information is that Ger- 
man plans and equipment for 
meeting the first phase of the 
invasion are pretty well solidi- 
fied now and it is doubtful if 
the current bombing can knock 
out much of the stuff the Nazis 
are planning to throw at our 

landing forces. 
Nor can bombing now or la- 

ter be expected to blast holes 
in defenses through which the 
invaders can sweep unopposed. 
Cassino and Tarawa have giv- 

en ample warning on that. The 
Germans’ western fortifica- 
tions undoubtedly include 
many deep, massive, concrete 
works no bomb could be ex- 

pected to penetrate. 
The long period of prepara- 

tion for the Allied western op- 
eration obviously has given the 
enemy plenty of time to as- 
semble all the material and 
men he will need in the first 
phase and to dig them in 
against the expected Allied ef- 
forts at dislodgement by bomb- 
ing and shelling. 

Those who talk of frightful 
Allied casualties in the inva- 
sion assault can be only guess- 
ing since casualties must be 
decided by imponderables 
which will crystallize only on 

the day of battle. But those 

who talk about the invasion 
being a pushover through air 
attacks or any other circum- 
stance are equally off base. 

However, the Anzio beach- 
head operation in Italy has 
been glaring proof that the ini- 
tial assault is no more import- 
ant than the followup campaign 
combatting the enemy counter- 
attack. That is where the cur- 

rent bombardment is laying 
important groundwork and 
pressing the big Allied advant- 
age. 

No matter how smart the 
Germans are or how much 
they prepare, they cannot mass 

on the battlefield enough men 

and supplies to fight the whole 
campaign. After their initial 

(■Continued on Page Two; Col. 2) 

Powerful American Naval Forces 
Reported Active In Indian Ocean 

INCLUDES CARRIERS 

Participated In Attack 
That Caught Japs Off 

Guard At Sumatra 

SOUTHEAST ASIA HEADQUAR- 
TERS, Kandy, Ceylon, April 22. 

(JP)—Powerful American warships 
—including a sizable force of dead- 
ly carriers—were disclosed todaj 
to be operating in the Indian ocear 

and to have teamed up with othei 
Allied naval units in the blow tha1 
caught the Japanese offguard a1 
Sumatra at dawn Wednesday. 

(American pilots outnumbered 
the British two to one in the Suma- 
tra attack which, left huge fires 

burning in the inner harbor at Sa- 

bang, said Associated Press corres- 

pondent Eugene Burns, who was 

aboard an American carrier dur- 
ing the raid. ) 

First Assault 
The first formidable assaull 

against the Japanese from the di- 
rection of Ceylon, headquarters an- 

nounced, was delivered by planes 
launched by British and American 
fiat tops protected by British and 
French battleships and lighter units 
of the U. S., British and Dutch na- 

vies. 
Installations at Sabang. on the 

island of We, off the northern tip 
of Sumatra, and at Lhong airfield 
on Sumatra itself were smashed bj 
explosives from the Allied planes 
The attack was preceded by a div 
ersionary raid on Port Blair, ir 
the Andaman islands 300 mile 
northwest of Sumatra, by India 
based American Liberator bomb 
ers. 

The naval flotilla was dominated 
by British tonnage, but 80 per cent 
of the air armada was composed 
of American-made planes, 65 per- 
cent of them Hell Cat fighters, 
Dauntless dive-bombers and Aven- 
ger torpedo-bombers with Ameri- 
cans at the controls. American 
made Corsairs, flown by U. S.- 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 1) 

navy'may acquire 
JONES-ONSLOW REA 
Expected To Pay $3,800,- 
000 For Property To In- 

sure Power For Camps 

WASHINGTON, April 22 — The 

Navy i sexpected some time dur- 

ing May, to go into the public 
utility business through purchase 
of the electric generating and trans- 
mission system of the Jones-Ons- 
low REA cooperative for a sum 

reported to approximate $3,800,00;, 
it was learned here today. 

The Navy’s prime purpose in 
seeking title and control of the 
property is, of course, to insure 
adequate electric power for the 
New River and Cherry Point ma- 

rine cantonments. When current 
negotiations, which have extended 
over a period of several months, 
are completed, farm families 
served by the REA unit will pur- 
chase their power from the Navy. 

Negotiations between the Navy 
department and Jones-Onslow of- 
ficials are now virtually complete 
with only assertedly “minor” de- 
tails remaining before the former 
takes over the REA diesel plant 

(Continued on Page Nine; Col. 2) 

FINLAND REJECTS 
RED CONDITIONS 

Armistice Negotiations Be- 
tween Two Countries 

Brought To Close 

MOSCOW, April 22.— UP) —An- 

il ci J. Vishinsky, Soviet vice-com- 

missar of Foeig Affais, announ- 

ced tonight that revised Soviet con- 

ditions for an armistice had been 
rejected by the Finnish govern- 
ment, bringing negotiations to a 

close. 
Th/e vice-commissar said Finland 

after two months of negotiations 
had informed Russia April 19 
through Sweden that the Finnish 
parliament had decided the Rus- 

sian terms would impose a burden 
on the people exceeding their capa- 
city and that some of the terms 
were incapable of being carried out 
for purely technical reasons. 

Vishinsky said the Finnish rep- 
resentatives who came to Moscow 
March 27 at the invitation of the 
Soviet government included J. K. 
Paasikivi. They met with Foreign 
Commissar Vyacheslav Molotov. 

These were the Soviet terms 
which Finland rejected: 

1 Rimturp with Cermanv and 

immediate internment of enemy 
armies and warships, or their ex- 

pulsion before the end of April. 
2. Restoration of the Finnish-So- 

viet treaty of 1940 and withdrawal 
Of Finnish troops to the 1940 fron- 
tier. 

3. Immediate repatriation of 

Russian and Allied prisoners and 
civilian internees. This repatria- 
tion to be reciprocal. 

4. Fifty percent demobilization 
of the Finnish army. 

5. Reprations of $600,000,000 pay- 
able in five years. 

6. Return of Petsamo to Russia. 
7. If these conditions are accept- 

ed, the Soviet government will re- 

nounce its claim to Hango without 
compensation. 

Vishinsky told a press confer- 
ence that the Soviet government 
had advised the United States and 
British governments and that Brit- 
ain had approved the Russian reply 
which declared that Finland’s rea- 

sons for rejecting the armistice 
terms were “unfounded.” 

In its note Russia said that Fin- 
land already had lost its indepen- 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 4) 

CHAMBER MEETING 
PLANS ADVANCED 
Hoey Will Be Main Speak- 

er At Event Honoring 
N. C. Shipyard 

Plans are nearing completion for 
the annual dinner meeting of the 

1 Wilmington Chamber of Commerce 
which will b® held Thursday, April 

t 27 at the Cape Fear Country Club, 
and indications yesterday were that 

I a large attendance vdll be present. 
Walter J. Cartier, executive sec- 

retary of the organization, said that 
this year’s meeting will honor the 
North Carolina Shipbuilding Com- 

pany, principal war industry in this 

vicinity, and the excellent record 
established by the shipyard will be 
reviewed in the report to members. 

Members of the board of direc- 

j tors and their wives will serve as 

reception committee at the event, 
1 at which Clyde R. Hoey, former 

governor of North Carolina, will be 
the principal speaker. Hoey is a 
candidate for the United States 
Senate. 

aiso on me program win De ai- 
bert G. Wedensau], who will lead 
in group singing and 20 members 
of the high school ROTC band will 

, furnish music from the terrace of 
the Country Club. 

Cartier emphasized yesterday 
that members planning to attend 
should secure their tickets imme- 

! diately in view of the fact that the 
: serving facilities at the club are 

somewhat handicapped and there- 
fore can accommodate only a li- 
mited number. 

Guests of honor at the meeting 
will be officials of the Newport 
News Drydock and Shipbuilding 
Company an,j several city and 
county officials, including State 
Representatives R. M. Kermon and 
J. E. L. Wade, and Chamber of 
Commerce officials from nearby 
towns. Other guests will include 
wives and friends of Chamber 
members. 

The officers and board of direc- 
tors to serve during the next year will be introduced to the assem- 
blage, and the only business to be 
discussed concerns the change in 
the Chamber’s by-laws. President 
A. H. Marks will make a brief 
annual report. 

RECORD ATTACK 
Mighty Armada Also Hits 

Airfields In Belgium 
And France 

STILL UNDER WAY 

Results Of Attack On Vital 
Rail Center Termed 

Satisfactory 

LONDON, Sunday, April 23. 

—(/P)—Pre-invasion fleets of 
nearly 4,000 American and 
Allied bombers and fighters 
smashed the German rail 
center of Hamm, coastal for- 
tifications in France, and 
airfields in Belgium and 
France yesterday in history’s 
greatest aerial offensive, 
which apparently still was 

under way early today after 
a week in which 29,000 tons 
of explosives had been hurled 
onto Hitler’s continental ram- 

parts. 
A U. S. Air Force bulletin is- 

sued early Sunday morning said 
“satisfactory results” were ach- 
ieved in the main strike at Hamm 
by nearly 2,000 Flying Fortresses 
and Liberators escorted by Thun- 
derbolt, Mustang and Lightning 
fighters, but failed to mention 
any aircraft losses. 

Axis continental radios faded 
off the air late last night after 
warning the German homeland 
that fresh Allied formations were 

roaring into northwestern and 
western Germany. 

Important Rail Center 
The American communique 

termed Hamm “one of Germany’s 
most important rail traffic cen- 

ters.” Through its huge freight 
yards Hitler must pour his cen- 

tral reserves to combat the long- 
awaited Allied invasion in the 
west. 

“The attack was carried out in 

conditions of good visibility,” said 
the bulletin which also did not in- 
dicate what degree of resistance 
was offered by German fighters. 

Presumably the lateness of the 
Hamm attack prevented a tabu- 
lation of Allied and Axis aircraft 
losses, although no official ex- 

planation of the omission was im- 

mediately forthcoming. 
While this powerful formation 

touched off violent air battles over 

Hamm, 60 miles northeast of 
smouldering Cologne which again 
was hit during the night by RAF 
bombers, wave after wave of Am- 
erican and British planes beat a 
bomb tattoo against the Axis At- 
lantic wall redoubts across the 
channel nearest England. 

Strike French Coast 
Approximately 1,000 American 

and British light bombers and 
fighters dumped at least 1,200 tons 
on the French coast making a to- 
tal of 7,500 dropped there in six 
days The heaviest battering of 
the mysterious emplacements oc- 

curred Thursday when 3,000 tons 
crashed down there. 

Late today another 1,000-plane 
punch, which included British 
Mosquitos and American and Al- * 

lied fighter-bombers, was thrown 
against the coast. Airfields and 
rail targets in northern France 
and Belgium also were dive-bomb- 
ed, making a total of 4,000 Al- 
lied sorties, or individual flights, 
during the day. It was one of the 
largest cross-channel strikes ever 
mounted from Britain. 

American Thunderbolt and Mus- 
tang and fighter-bombers struck 
at the rail yards of Malines north 
of Brussels, at Saint Ghisl’ain in 
southern Belgium, hit airfields 
near Ghent, Belgium, and at Lille, 
^Continued on Page Nine: Col. 4) 

Convicted Truck Driver 
Causes Furore In Court 

When Vernon McKoon, of 112 

Grace street, strapping 23-year-old 
driver of a Gulf oil tanker, advised 

the court yesterday morning that 
he had no intention of paying a 

fine, giving bond, or going to jail, 
he encountered the law in all its 
stubbornness and the power of the 
local police in all their strength. 

What might have been a mild day 
for McKoon in Recorder’s court 
turned out to be a veritable night- 
mare. Various comments on the 
affair were heard afterward. One 
man branded it “a three-ring cir- 
cus”. Judge H. Winfield Smith con- 

sidered it a “real problem.” Mc- 
Koon might have well called it “a 
lesson.” 

McKoon faced the court on a 

charge of driving his tanker, on 

U. S. Highway 17, at a speed of 
48 miles per hour, clocked by State 
Highway Patrolman W. B. Riddick. 
McKoon admitted that he was 

traveling 38 miles per hour, eight 
miles faster than the regulations 
governing tankers permit. 

Judge Smith pronounced the sen- 

tence: $25 fine and costs, $15 of the 
fine remitted, and 15 days on the 

county farm in default of payment. 
Judge Smith then apprised the man 

of his rights to appeal the decision 
to Superior court. 

It was at this moment when Mc- 
Koon asserted his intention of ig- 
noring the court. He would pay no 

fine, make no bond, and serve no 

sentence. 
“He is in your custody,” Smith 

(Continued on Pnge Nine; Col. >) 

Japanese Soldiers; Reach 
I Outskirts Of Chenghsien 

CHUNGKING, April 22.— (Hi — 

Japanese attacking from the east 
have reached the suburbs of Cheng- 
hsien which is being shelled and 
bombed, the Chinese hig com- 

mand announced tonigt. 
The communique also indicated 

invaders from around the southern 
end of the Yellow river bridge had 
advanced westward to establish a 

road block on a destroyed section 
of the Lunghai railway 25 miles 
west of Chenghsien. 

One Japanese column passed 
westward across the Peiping-Han- 
kow railway 25 miles south of 
Chenghsien. 

The Japanese offensive, launch- 
ed April 18 by 50,000 to 60,000 troops 
spearheaded by contingents from 
Manuchuria, is aimed, the Chinese] 

believe, at smashing the Chines* 
grip of 150 miles of the Peiping- 
Hankow railway, a step which 
would permit the enemy to link 
its north and central forces in 
China. 

Chenghsien, in nothern Honan 
Province, is a former strategic 
junction of the Peiping-Hankow 
line, running south, and the Lung- 
hai ailway, running east and west 
just south of the Yellow river. 

The Japanese assault also is ■ 
threat to the rich Chinese wheat 
crop now ripening in Honan. 

Foreign observers considered the 
fall of Chenghsien imminent. 

The roadblock west of the city 
possibly opened the way for an 
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