
bSeI ilminglnn iKiirning Star 155 
VOL- 77.—NO 102 WILMINGTON. N. C., FRIDAY. MAY 19. 1944 FINAL EDITION ESTABLIS.'IED 1867 ! 

—— — ■_ 
■ 

British Tommy Shows American Nurses How Gun Works 

A British Tommy (right) demonstrates to two American army nurses the technique of operating 
a Bren gun, standard British army weapon, on a p ractice range on the Anzio-Nettuno beachhead, Italy. 
The nurse at the gun is Lt. Margaret Mizelle of Win dsor, N. C. Looking on is Lt. Martha Flicdner of 
Clinton, S. C. 
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HOUSE APPROVES 
BILL OFR1GHTS 

Veterans’ Aid Measure 
Sent Back To Senate 

After Revision 

WASHINGTON, May 18 

The Houee late today passed the 

"G. I. Bill of Rights,” an overall 

veterans’ benefits measure, after 

rejecting an amendment that 

would have prohibited unions from 

requiring that veterans hold a 

union card to work in a ‘‘closed 
shop.” 

The roll call vote on passage was 

387 to 0. 
Before sending the measure back 

to the Senate for action on a score 

of amendments, the House raised 
from $1,500 to $2,500 the maxi- 
mum of government-guaranteed 
loans to veterans, refused to in- 
crease the period of unemployment 
compensation coverage from 26 to 
52 weeks, and rejected amend- 
ments to reduce loan interest 
rates from six to four per cent 
and to strike from the bill a ban 
against payment of unemployment 
benefits to veterans who engage 
in strikes. 

Passage followed more than a 

week of debate, mos* of which was 

devoted to the educational provi- 
sions which finally were retained 
almost intact as written by the 
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1 IMPERSONATION 
CASES CONTINUED 

The cases of four white men 

charged with highway robbery and 
'impersonating an officer of the law 
were continued by Judge of Re- 
corders Court H. Winfield Smith to 

May 30 during Thursday’s session. 
The men, Fred Howell, 26, Wil- 

liam Howell, 18, A. C. Hilburn, 40, 
md Frank Irving. 27, are alleged 
r.o have stopped the cars of Henry 
Jins and Dr. Lawrence and to 
lave demanded they show opera- 
;ors license, draft registration 
lards and other personal effects, 
the warrants charge they stopped 
i car driven by William Galloway, 
learched him and took gasoline 
loupons. They are also alleged to 
lave taken coupons from Dr. Law- 
lence and to have ransacked his 
iar. Andrew Smith and Matilda 
Sishop also reported the men 

learched their homes after imper- 
sonating officers. The Howell men 

ire charged additionally with 
lousebreaking and trespassing. 
Luther Hinton, Negro charged 

*’ith assualt with a beer bottle and 
i knife during a brawl with Grant 
md Marshall Fatten, was fined $25 
ind costs and given a 60 day sus- 

pended sentence. The case against 
Jim for operating a disorderly 

» louse was continued to May 29. 
Mary Bush, Eddie Murray, John 

Vt. Armstrong, Johnnie Jones, Jes- 
iie Wilson and J. S. James, Jr., 
Negroes charged with gambling 
and violating the liquor laws were 
found guilty of gambling and each 
taxed with costs. Arthur Banner- 
man. arrested in the card game, 
was found not guilty. 

J-ne following were taxed wmi 

costs when found guilty of being 
drunk: Sidney Hubbard, Leroy 
Normandy and P. M. Aldridge. 
William Robinson was taxed with 
costs for disorderly conduct. 

Traffic cases included J. L. Rob- 
inson, operating an auto intoxicat- 
ed, $50, costs and license revoked 
for 1 year; James Payoton, no 

operators license, costs; Jacobus 
Drevyn, Loading zone violation, 1-3 
set costs and Frances McCann, 
speeding. $25 and costs with fine 
remitted due to circumstances. 

20,174 Enemy Airplanes 
Lost Since War Started 

| WASHINGTON, May 18.—</P)—Keporting the destruc- 
tion of 20,174 enemy planes by the Army Air Forces against 
a loss of 6,154 in two and a half years of war, Gen. H. H. 
Arnold today declared the sustained bomber offensive over 

Europe has not reached its peak. German fighter defense 

‘WORK OR FIGHT’ 
ACT IS DEMANDED 

Top War Production Ex- 
perts Give Testimony 

To Senate Group 
WASHINGTON, May 18—Iff!—'The 

nation is confronted by critical and 
even “desperate” labor shortages, 
the government's top war produc- 
tion experts told the Senate Mili- 

tary Committee today in urging 
action—quick—on "work or fight” 
legislation. 

War Production Chairman Don- 

now,” said labor in foundries is 
so scarce as to endanger produc- 
tion of airnlanes and landing craft. 
In the critical class he listed for- 

gings, ball bearings. lumber and 

textiles. He figured 300,000 to 400.- 
000 additional workers are needed. 

Nelson. Acting Navy Secretary 
James V. Forrestal, and Under- 
secretary of War ^Robert P. Pat- 

terson testified for a measure 

which would permit the drafting 
of: 

Men 18 to 45 into military or 

work units if they quit or refused 
farm or essential industry jobs 
without authorization of draft 

boards. 
Men physically unfit for military 

service into work units, unless they 
obtained war jobs. 

Forrestal said the legislation was 

merely a ‘statement of the obli- 

gations of citizenship,” a declara- 

tion of ‘our duty to support the 

men who actually go into battle.” 

Patterson agreed with him that 

the measure would reduce labor 

turnover and assist in recruiting 
workers, but said it would offer 

no cure-all for strikes. 
Calling the recently ended strike 

of foremen in Detroit inexcusable, 
Patterson declared: 

‘Any strike in wartime on war 

production is inexcusable, what- 

ever the merits. The sacrifice of 

the worker is trivial compared with 

the sacrifice of the men on the 

fronts.” 

VITAL ROMANIAN 
CENTER BLASTED 

LONDON, May 18.—(iP>—The Al- 

lied heavy bomber assault on Ho- 
ler’s Europe was resumed today 

with a strong American Wow from 

Italian bases on the much-battered 
Romanian oil and rail center oi 

Ploesti, on rail yards at the Yugo- 
slav capital of Belgrade and on the 

key Yugoslav railway junction oi 

^Flying Fortresses and Liberat- 

ors flew 600 miles to Ploesti and 

about 350 miles to reach the other 

two targets, running into Nazi 

fighter opposition which the Ber- 

lin radio said resulted in air bat- 

tles over both Romania and Yugo- 
slavia. Lightning, Thunderbolt and 

Mustang fighter* accompanied the 

bombers. 
The far-flung attack, which on 

the basis of recent operations prob- 
ably numbered up to 1,000 bomb- 
ers and fighters, broke a four-day 
lull in the Allies’ month-long aerial 
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bers have dwindled by nearly 50 
per cent, the air forces command- 
er said, whereas “we can main- 
tain our peak strength in planes, 
in men and in supplies.” 

Arnold said he did not know, and 
didn’t believe anybody else knew, 
whether Germany could be knocked 
out of the war by bombing alone. 

“However,” he added, “we hope 
to get a pretty good idea of what 
can be expected in future air ope- 
rations.” 

Despite the intensity of the battle 
in Europe Arnold said air forces 
operations in the Pacific have been 
increased, although he added that 
strategic bombing so far “doesn’t 
fit the Pacific theater” because 
of the necessity of long overwater 
flights. 

Army air forces operating in the 
Pacific and Asiatic theaters sank 
320,489 tons of Japanese shipping 
during the trst four months of 
this year, he reported. 

The biggest single month was 
January, when 159.704 tons were 
sent down. 

A box score presented by the 
general at a press conference 
disclosed that from December 7, 
1941 through May 15. 1944 the air 
forces in aerial combat had de- 
stroyed 16.510 enemy planes- prob- 
ably destroyed 4.650 and damag- 
ed 5.546. and in addition had de- 
stroyed 3,664. probably destroyed 
347 and damaged 1,432 on the 
ground. Losses for this period were 
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SPEECH IS SAID 
ISSUE IN TRIAL 

WASHINGTON, May 18.—(JP)—The 
defense in Washington's mass se- 
dition conspiracy trial today laid 
a basis for making “free Speech” 
the issue upon which to seek ac- 
quittal of the-29 defendants. 

“Free speech is the paramount 
issue—the only issue,” Lawrence 
Dennis, a defendant, told the jury. 

Several defense attorneys yield- 
ed to Dennis, who is not a lawyer, 
so he could make the initial state- 
ment to the jury. He began speak- 
ing shortly after a new uproar in 
which one of the defense lawyers 
called tht chief prosecutor “the 
vilest insect.” 

Dennis, described by the prose- 
cution as “The Alfred Rosenberg 
of the (Nazi) movement in this 
country, who supplied “ideas” to 
other defendants, called it a “po- 
litical trial” and urged the jury 
“not to blame the defendants, be- 
cause they didn't ask for it.” 

Denying government charges 
that he and the other defendants 
conspired to undermine the morale 
of the^ armed forces, Dennis de- 
clared they had nothing in common 
except their opposition to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and his pre-Pearl 
Harbor foreigh policy. 

“They wanted to keep America 
out of war, and so did perhaps 
80 per cent of the American 
people,” Dennis told the jury. ‘T'he 
Germans wanted to keep us out 
of war, and so did a lot of Ameri- 
cans. And that is the basis of the 
alleged conspiracy.” 

Dennis, who once referred to O. 
John Rogge, principal government 
prosecutor, as “Vishinsky” (pro- 
secutor of the Moscow purge 
trials), likened the current cast to 

France’s Dreyfuss trial, and called 
it "a show put on by Mr. Rogge.” 

WAKDE SEIZED BY D. S. FORCES 
-----------* 

Hitler l jne 
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Defense System Attacked 
At Point Only 36 Miles 

From Anzio 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, 
Naples, May 18 —(#1— Cassino and 
Formia, twin anchors of the Ger- 
man defense belt across central 
Italy, have fallen before the great 
Allied offensive which began a 
week ago today, and victorious 
American troops are ripping into 
the Adolf Hitler line tonight at 
a point only 35 miles from the 
Anzio beachhead and 65 miles from 
Rome. 

British and Polisti troops storm- 
ed the shattered town of Cassino 
and dominating Monastery Hill be- 
hind it early today, capturing 1,- 
500 prisoners and wiping out the 
cream of the “green devils” first 
parachu*e division which had de- 
fended the stronghold fanatically 
since January. 

Flags Placed 
Shortly before sundown tonight 

a small group of British and Polish 
officers walked up a 30-foot heap 
of rubble and planted the flags of 
their countries? atop the ruins of 
the Benedictine Monastery, in 
which the azis held out so long. 

American troops captured Form- 
ia — believed to be the coastal 
anchor of the Adolf Hitler line— 
and from nearby hills American 
big guns opened a heavy bombard- 
ment of Gaeta Point, three and 
a half miles across water from 
Formia. Masses of abandoned Nazi 
equipment were falling to Lt. Gen. 
Mark W. Clark's forces. 

‘Ceased to Exist’ 
'The Gustav line now has ceas- 

ed to exist,” declared and Allied 
announcement. 'The enemy has 
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PRIMARIES WILL 
WIND-UP TODAY 

By The Associated Press 
Dewey-For-President supporters 

looked to the last 1944 presidential 
preference primary—in Oregon to- 
day—and an Alabama convention 
for more delegates to increase the 
constantly rising support for the 
New York governor for the GOP 
presidential nomination. 

Oregon also will elect candidates 
for *wo U- S. senate and four 
house seats. 

Gov. Dewey now has 231 pledged 
and claimed delegates out of 895 
so far selected of the Republican 
national convention’s allotted 1,- 
059 votes. A majority—530 — is 
necessary for a nomination. 

Oregon will elect 15 Republican 
delegates. Since there are no en- 
tries on the Republican preference 
ballot—Wendell Willkie withdrew 
and Gov. Dewey asked that his 
name be left off—the delegates 
will go to the winner of the write- 
in vote. Dewey. Willkie, and Liuet. 
Comdr- Harold E. Stassen were 
forecast as favorites in the ballot- 
ing. 

It will be Dewey’s second test 
among northwest Republicans, 
conceded a Willkie stronghold be- 
fore the Wisconsin primary 
prompted the 1940 GOP nominee 
to take himself out of the race. On 
May 6 Washington state Republi- 
cans unanimously endorsed 
Dewey, but left their 16 delegates 
uninstructed in case they want to 
give a first ballot complimentary 
vote to Eric Johnson, of Spokane, 
president of the U. S. chamber of 
Commerce. 

Alabama will name a delegation 
today with 14 national convention 
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Many Teen Age Youths 
Are Available In City 

To Help Housewives 
The err)Pl°yment bureau for high 

school students set up by the 
Chamber of Commerce has an- 

nounced that many 14 year old 
boys have applied for jobs which 
will help housewives with their 
chores. They can mow lawns, cut 
hedges, rake yards and do many 
odd jobs around the house. Older 
students are interested in working 
in doctors' offices, photograph 
studios and other business estab- 
lishments. 

Since the bureau will only be 
open until noon Saturday, those in- 
terested in employing high school 
students are asked to call the 
Chamber of Commerce or Miss 
Edna Fuseli at 2-0371 immediately. 

Allen Describes Sinking Of Sikh 
Editor’s Note: Larry Allen, 

Associated Press war corres- 

pondent, tells in the following 
dispatch of his unsuccessful ef- 
fort to interview Field Marshal 
Erwin Rommel, after he had 
been made a prisoner of war. 
The German radio first publi- 
cized the incident, which oc- 

curred after Allen’s capture off 
Tobruk in September. 1942. Al- 
len was exchanged at Barce- 
lona Wednesday- 

By LARRY ALLEN 
ABOARD THE EXCHANGE LIN- 

ER GRIPSHOLM, Barcelona, May 
18.—(JP)—Twenty long months of 
Italian and German prison camps, 
my third sinking and fifth tor- 
pedoing have been added to my ex- 

periences as war correspondent, 
which already had included two 
years abroad warships of the Bri- 
tish Mediterranean fleet. 

On the morning of Sept. 14, 1942, 
I was abroad the flagship destroy- 
er Sikh, leading a squadron into 
the Axis-occupied harbor of Tob- 
ruk to land troops and “beat up’’ 
that enemy base. 

Apparently tipped the raid was 

coming, the German and Italian 
garrisons were waiting. Coastal 
batteries opened fire about 3 a.m., 
just as the first disembarked Bri- 
tish Marines and troops were 

touching shore. 
First salvos tore into the Sikh’s 

engineroom and set her afire. The 
Sikh’s crew fired back everything 
but the anchor. To prevent her 
from blowing to bits, Capt. St. John 
Micklethwait of London ordered the 
magazine flooded. For the next 
four hours Axis guns battered her 
to pieces. 

Thousands of shells were fired 
before the fatally stricken Sikh 

turned over on her port side with 
30 holes. 

Then suddenly came the cap- 
tain’s order to abandon ship. While 
shells screamed and whizzed 
about me, I clambered over the 
starboard side. First hurling a rub- 
ber float into the sea. It drifted 
away so I helped lower a rowboat 
and jumped into it. 

Twenty others followed me. And 
we pulled for the Tobruk shore. 

Axis batteries continued to fire 
shells at us and at scores of of- 

ficers and men who plunged over- 

board from the Sikh. Stukas flew 

over. 
Italian landing craft put out 

from shore. I signalled with my 
handkerchief and shouted in Ital- 

ian to be picked up. We were pul- 
led aboard an Italian boat. For 

the next hour this boat moved 
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GERMAN OUTPOSTS 
ARE NOW E-BOATS 

English Channel Waters 
Are In Complete Con- 

trol Of The Allies 

LONDON, May 18.— UP)—'The Ger- 
mans have flung out their outposts 
against invasion—almost nightly 
patrols by E-boats and bombers 
which the Germans reported this 
week were ranging the Channel and 
500 miles of the English south 
coast from the Thames estuary 
westward around to Bristol. 

However evident their purpose in 

feeling out the Channel darkness 
these moonless nights, the E-boats 

even by German accounts are find- 
ing that the Allies have control of 
this naval no-man’s-land as they 
rule the skies over the Nazi west 
wall. 

The official German account of 
an E-boat patrol last night report- 
ed repeated clashes with British 
destroyers and motor torpedo 
boats. The only locality mention- 
ed for such encounters was off Le 

Treport. which is near Dieppe, and 
thus the British evidently pene- 
trated much nearer the coast of 
France than the Germans did to 

England’s south coast. 
While Londan, once the German 

air force’s number one target, has 
remained raid-free, the Germans 
struck twice in force if.is week 

against Britain’s south coast. They 
identified their targets as Ports- 
mouth and the Bristol channel. 

The latter area on the southern 
end of the British west coast has 
been mentioned by the Nazi-con- 
trolled radios as the massing point 
for an American invasion armada. 

Britain meanwhile moved metho- 
dically toward attack under steadi- 
ly-deepened secrecy. The House of 
Commons met in secret to consider 
the dates of its next sitting. In a 

London court the first fines were 

imposed for violations of the closed 
coastal belt, two women paying 
eight dollars each for visiting 
Brighton, in the south coast pro- 
tected area, without authorization. 

A change in restrictions permits 
daily disclosure of channel weather 

now. A chill northeast wind stirred 
moderate seas in the Dover Strait 

today. The sun broke through dur- 

ing the morning for a brief spell, 
but the sky generally was overcast 
with heavy banks of rain clouds 
toward the French coast. 

ISTANBUL IS NOW 
UNDER ARMY RULE 
LONDON, May 18.—(-S’)—Martial 

law was imposed at Istanbul today 

because of unconstitutional activi- 

ties of the Turkish pro-Nazi organ- 

ization, “Pan Turanian,” which 

caused public demonstrations, said 

and Ankara broadcast tonight 
The radio said a number of Pan- 

Turanian leaders had been arrest 
ed and charged with “activitie! 

against the constitution.” 
Jt was declared that the Pan-Tu 

ranian “made use of ciphers ant 

codes in communications with iti 

members.” 
“While there is yet no direc 

proof they are working under di 
rect control of a foreign power,” 
the broadcast said, “indication! 
are the organization was a pro- 
German one based on racialism 
and fascist principles.” 

The radio said Pan-Turnniar 
leaders lately had been “building 
up a nation-wide organization, pre- 

paring plans and signing agree- 
ments aimed at overthrow of the 

present regime” in neutral Tur- 
key. 

It added the army had made 
several raids at Istanbul and An- 
kara on premises occupied by Mi- 
hal Abdul, a newspaper owner, 
and had seized documents disclos- 
ing the organization’s ramifica- 
tions and activities. 

New Fighting Flares Up 
On Quiet Soviet Front 

LONDON, Friday, May 19.—<ZP)—The Russians an- 

nounced today the capture of “a height of considerable im- 

portance” southeast of Stanislawow, in old Poland, and the 

slaughter of 600 Germans who made an abortive counter- 
attack in the lower Dnester campaign northwest of Tiraspol. 

a supplement to the Soviet com- 

munique, broadcast from Moscow. 

The height was not identified, but 

apparently was in the foothills be- 
fore the Carpathians. 

German activity also was report- 
ed southeast of Vitebsk, White 
Russian citadel, and in an unnanied 
sector where Red army troops 
“beat off several attacks and wip- 
ed out two companies.” 

The regular communique had re- 

ported no important changes on the 
long battle line and the Berlin 
radio said the lull in combat was 

“the calm before the storrn.” 
Moscow’s nightly bulletin, record- 

ed by the Soviet Monitor, was more 
terse than usual, containing only 
three sentences. 

After stating that "during May 
18 there were no important changes 
on the front,” it related that ten 
German tanks were disabled or 

destroyed and that 25 enemy planes 
had been shot down Wednesday. 

There was every reason to be- 
lieve, however, that action might 
flare up any moment. Moscow 
dispatches talked unofficially of 
preparations for big mountain op- 
erations on the Carpathian fronts 
and Berlin said a Soviet attack was 

brewing along the lower Dnestr. 
-V- 

GENERAL TAKEN 
IN DARING RAID 

CAIRO, Friday, May 19—(A*)— 
Daring British raiders captured a 

stoutish German general on the 
Nazi-held island of Crete despite 
the presence of his 20,000 troops 
last April 26, it was disclosed 
officially today by British officers. 

The Nazi officer was Maj Gen. 
Karl Heinrich Georg Ferdinand 
Kreipe, commander of the 22nd 
Panzer Grenadiers. The mere fact 
of this capture previously had been 
announced. 

His automobile was driving in- 
land from Harakleion, Crete, the 
night of April 26, carrying the 
general home from headquarters. 
A red light waved in the middle 
of the road and the car halted. A 

group of men surrounded the car, 
opened the door and a voice, in 
German, said: 

You must now consider your- 
selves British prisoners of war.” 

With pistols leveled, one British 
officer replaced the German driver 
and others sat in the rear. 

The car, flying the general’s 
pennant, turned about and drove 
through 22 military control posts. 
After some 30 miles it was aban- 
doned and the party embarked in 
a British ship. 

ASIA SUCCESSES 
MAY OPEN ROUTE 

S t i m s o n Says Victories 
Likely To Link Roads 

Supplying China 

WASHINGTON, May 18.—(iP) — 

Secretary of War Stimson, who is 
invariably conservative in his fore- 
casts, said today the Allied suc- 

cesses in southeast Asia have rais- 
ed “at least the possibility” of 

linking the Ledo and Burma roads 
to open a new supply route to 

China. 
In a news conference discussion, 

the war secretary also made these 

two other major points: 
1. The next steps in the Italian 

campaign will be “exceedingly 
difficult” as the Adolf Hitler line, 

! with which the Allies now are in 

contact, has been heavily rein- 
forced by German engineers. Be- 
yond this line, mountains flank the 
routes to the north. 

2. Nazi propaganda on the forth- 

coming invasion is intended to 
confuse the Allied peoples. Stimson 
asked that the American public 
be alert to the enemy tricks and 
remain cool. “The day of invasion 
will come but it will not be the 
one the Nazis have selected,” he 
said, xxx “When there is news 

to be told, we shall tell it.” 
As to developments in southeast 

Asia, Stimson pointed out that the 
Chinese troops thrusting across the 
Salween river are only about 80 
air miles from Myitkyina, north 
Burma town under seige by Gen. 
Joseph W. Stilwell’s American- 
Chinese forces. 

(Allied headquarters at Kandy, 
Ceylon, announced that Stilwell’s 
forces captured the airdrome at 
Myitkyina on Wednesday.) 

A junction between the Chinese 
forces and Stilwell’s army would 
clear the way for a land supply 
route between India and China 
Stimson pointed out, however, that 
the two Allied forces are much 
farther apart than 80 miles when 
the winding distance through the 
mountains is considered. 

--V- 
CONTEST WINNERS 

DURHAM, May 18. — (A>) — Dr. 
Joseph J. Spengler, professor of 
economics at Duke University, and 
his wife, Mrs. Dorothy K. Speng- 
ler, have been declared winners of 
a $1,000 prize for their joint plan 
submitted in a nationwide post 
war employment contest. Dr. 
Spengler is now civilian instructor 
of advanced economic courses in 
the Army Finance School. 

Board Of Health Report 
Reveals Details Of Work 

Twelve hundred and four inspec- 
tions of private premises were 

made during April by representa- 
tives of the Board of Health the 
monthly report reveals. Of the 
number, 846 were white and 358 
colored premises. 

Other general sanitation mea- 

sures included the approval of 105 
water supplies installed, 20 privies 
instaled, 16 septic tanks, 20 schools 
inspected, and 1,495 excreta dis- 
posals. 

For the protection of food and 
milk, 518 inspections of food hand- 
ling establishments, 123 field visits 
to milk plants, 6 inspections of 
dairy farms and 33 establishments 
for' handling of food were reg- 
istered 

The laboratory reported the fol- 
lowing examinations: Water (bac- 
teriological) 4?2; water chemical) 
91 milk 437; blood culture for ty- 
phoid 1; stool culture for typhoid 
2; diphtheria cultures 20; tests for 
syphilis 806; tests for gonorrhea 
262 tests for tubercuosis 17; par- 
asitic examination? 5; urinalysis 
57, and tests for Vincent’s Angina 
(trench mouth) 6. 

Crippled children’s service inclu- 
ded: admissions to medical serv- 

ice in clinice 21; admissions to nur' 
sing ?ervice in clinics 1; clinic 
visils 35 and nursing visits 34. 

Analysis of the maternity service 
reveals prenatal medical service 
14; prenatal nursing service 27 
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LEAPFROGACTION 
Invasion Promises Quick 
Reconquest Of All Dutch 

New Guinea 

YANKS UNAPPOSED 

Move, Northwest Of Hoi- 
landia, Gives Yanks 

Fine Pacific ’Drome 

ADVANCED ALLIED HEAD- 
QUARTERS. New Guinea, Fri- 
day, May 19 —W— In a 120-mile 
leapfrog invasion northwest of Hol- 
landia, American amphibious 
forces have seized Wakde island 
and adjacent shore territory in a 

move which promises quick recon- 

quest of all Dutch New Guinea, 
headquarters announced today. 

Yanks went ashore on the main, 
land Wednesday under naval and 
air bombardment and the next day 
landed unopposed at Wakde. then 
ran into moderate resistance. 
Wakde has a fine bomber field. 

So adequately had the bombers 
paved the way that the invaders 
killed only 30 Japanese as they 
grabbed at a fine air base. At 
Toem, on the Dutch New Guinea 
mainland near Wakde, trucks, 
crated motors and munitions were 
seized. 

Gen. Douglas MacArthur said 
“the success of this operation 
presages reconqutst of the entire 
province fDutch New Guinea).’’ 

Rockets Used 
Rockets were used as an air 

and naval bombardment covered 
the landings. 

The new amphibious thrust fol- 
lowed by less than a month the 
April 22 invasion of Hollandia and 
Aitape which bypassed some 60.000 
Japanese in British New' Guinea 
and netted MacArthur five air- 
dromes within bombing range of 
the range of the Philippines. 

Since then, bombers have been 
setting the pattern for the next 
move. Thev quickly eliminated Ja- 
panese air oppositon in the 
Wakde-Sarmi sector. Thp reduced 
anti-aircraft resistance. Then they 
methodicallv ripped apart grund 
defenses with explosive tonnages 
aggregating' as high as 1,000 in 
four days. 

Diirricr 

The new invasion does not move 
MacArthur appreciably nearer the 
Philippines but it does promise to 
el'minate an enemv barrier along 
the way and will afford him bases 
from which h’s fighters can range 
over Dutch New Guinea strong- 
points remaining in Japanese 
hands. 

Headquarters °aid that total Ja- 
panese causualPes in the Kntlan't- 
ia-Aitape ar enatatoowl ETAON 
ed and 441 captured. 

It also reported *hat the number 
of captive of the Japanese freed 
in the Hollandia-Aitape sector now 
totals 20 and that among the lat- 
est liberated were two Swiss. 

The war against Japan moved 
at speedier tempo yesterday as 
Allied forces gained major vic- 
tories in Burma and the South- 
west Pacific. 

A master military stroke In 
Burma, carried out by Chinese and 
American forces under an Ameri- 
can general, gravely menaced the 
entire Japanese position in the 
Burma region was anticipated. 

Brilliant Move 

Chinese and American jungle 
fighting infantrymen executed the 
brilliant surprise move from the 
south, behind Nippon lines, to seize 
Myitkyina’s southern airdrome. 
Immediately the strategic city, key 
Japanese communcations and sup- 
ply center was brough under Allied 
artillery pounding. 

In China’s Honan province, far 
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N. C. Attorney General’s 
Office Issues Ruling 
On Step-Mother Marriage 
RALEIGH. May 18 —Ml— The 

state attorney general’s office rul- 
ed today that undrr North Caro- 
lina marriage laws a step-son may 
legally marry his step-mother if 
domicilled within the state the re- 

quired length of time. 
H. J. Rhodes, assistant attorn- 

ey general, gave the opinion at the 
request of an army private sta- 
tioned at N. C. state College whose 
home is in Pennsylvania and who 
recently married his step-mother 
in this state. 

Rhodes said the state of Pen- 
nsylvania does not recognize a 

marriage involving a step-son and 
his step-mother. 

In his summary of the opinion, 
Rhodes calculated that as a result 
of the marriage in question the 
youth would technically be his own 
father, the husband of his mother, 
the father of his two brothers and 
sisters, and the uncle of his two 
children. 

He did not make public the nami 
of the soldier 
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