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With confidence In owr armed forces— 
with ibo nnbounding determination of onr 

people — wc will gain the Inevitable 
triumph — so kelp as God. 

—Roosevelt’s War Message. 

MONDAY, JULY 10. 1944 

Our Chief Aim 
Te aid In every way the presccutleu ef 

the war to complete Victory. 
** 

THOUGHT FOR-TODAY 
tlefuw fo look for alights. Those who look 

tor them uooally find. them. Have a great 
purpose that absorbs your attention so 

that yon will aciually know when you are 

slighted. Someone has said "Having a, 

share in shaping the world is much more- 

important than our private happenings." 
Stanley Jones 

-V- 

Sources Of Complacency 
The solemn warning which the top military 

leaders, Generals Marshall and Arnold anc 

Admiral King, issued to the home front on thei: 
return from the French front was obviouslj 
heartfelt. They had seen the theater of bittei 
fighting and heavy casualties. They had seen i 

tremendous expenditure of war materials 
which American workers must replace. Thej 

j had come back from an atmosphere of intensi 
struggle to what seemed to them an attitudi 
of complete optimism. 

The war is not won, they declared, thougl 
recent successes seem to have persuadet 
'some people’’ that they can now throw ui 

their war jobs and go back to civilian life 
Pa«enion on the home front has the sami 

cf/cct as desertion on the battle front. 
Such statements from such high authority 

demand serious consideration and will re 

ccive it. But at the same time it might be sug 
gested that if we are complacent, there an 

ether reasons for it than laziness or selfish 
ness, if that is what the military leaders sus 

Much of such complacency as exists surelj 
arises from an understandable confusion. Foi 
example, the Marshall-King-Arnold reporl 
came on the eve of the War Manpower Com 
mission’s new control of hiring and job chang 
ing. It might bewilder many war workers tc 
read the report’s stern exhortation not to wall 
out on a war job when a regulation to prevenl 
that very thing was about to go into effect. 

Other inconsistencies come to mind which 
stirred together, produce a brew that can se 

the ordinary head to spinning. A few months 
ago General Eisenhower predicted that the wai 

in Europe would be won in 1944. Prime Min 
ister Churchill implied as much in a recent op 
timistie statement. But the chief of the Phila 
delphia ordnance divisions said last week tha 
"General Eisenhower and the high commanc 

do not think the war will end as soon as th< 
wishful-thinking public believes,” and that th< 
next six months "will be the most critica 
production period this country has ever faced.’ 

Then, too, the involved WPB plans for re 

conversion have been presented with such com 

plexity and with such a confusion of meta 

surplus here and falling steel production there 
that only a Philadelphia lawyer can tel 
whether washing machines or trench mortar 
are under discussion. 

Civilians have been accused of wishful think 
ing before. And each time it has been possi 
ble to see that the attitude was partly a reflec 
tior. of confusing or misleading statements ii 

higher circles. 

Unity of policy st the top would still seen 

best abie to cure the false optimism for whic; 
the ordinary public is regularly blamed. 

Stalin Pledges Poles Aid 
Tt would appear to be Joseph Stalin’s inten 

tion to help Poland stand on its own feet. H 
has no wish to communize the country o 

influence its policies save only to aid in it 

staunch militarization against another Gei 

man invasion. 
The Rev Stanislaus Orlemanski, whose vis: 

to Russia and conference with the Soviet pr< 

mier caused wide interest and who was brie 

ly suspended because of his unauthorized al 

sence from his parish, has released for pul 
lication a document which he says he r< 

ceivea from one Andrzej Witos, the leader < 

polish Peasant parties. The statement, h 

declares, is based upon declarations made b 

Stalin to reader* of the Polish Army at Mo 

cow in Ma/ch. 
it is in the form of direct quotation froi 

Stalin. As such, and if properly confirmed, 
its implicatons are noteworthy. It shows Sta- 
lin saying: 

"We will help you to organize the Polish 

army and we will not hesitate to supply you 

with the best equipment. Our army will lib- 

: erate the Polish people from Hitlerism and 

s fascism. 

“We will not do this for the sake of appear- 

ance or because we are brother Slavs, but 

because sound political judgment shows that 

as neighbors we are necessary, one to an- 

J other. 

I “You cannot destroy the Germans so that 

J they will not rise again. A few years after 

I this war there will again be danger of inva- 
1 siOn by them. For this reason it is to our 

mutual interest to have a strong Poland, a 
■ Poland that could check Germany. All mili- 

tary inroads into Poland must be liquidated. 
“All territories once Polish and taken by 

| the Germans must return to Poland. 

“We do not want a communistic or soviet 
Poland. We have no intention of meddling 
with the internal affairs or form of govern- 
ment of Poland. Lot the people decide and 

we will help rebuild a strong, independent, 
democratic Poland which wili be friendly to- 

ward us.” 

In view of the fact that Russia abides strict- 
ly by its pledges the signficance of this is 
obvious. And as Warsaw is liable io be the 
scene of another great battle it is equally 
obvious that Poles will give the advancing 
Russians all aid within their power. 

For outsiders who cling to the belief that 
peoples should enjoy self-determinaton to the 
highest degree, Stalin’s assurance that he will 
aid the Poles in attaining it is especially 
heartening. 
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More About Circus Fire 
While the investigation of the fire in the cir- 

cus big top at Hartford Conn., is hardly under 
| way and grieving families bury their dead, 

two rumors are heard which turn the flesh 
cold. 

One is that adequate fire protection was lack- 
ing. The management of the Ringling Brothers 
and Barnum & Bailey circus in the past has 
given exceptional attention to fire protection 
both in the training of its employes and in dis- 
tributing water buckets and extinguishers ii\ 
abundance in all its tents. It may be that be- 
cause the show was delayed in transit and got 
its great tent up just in time for the tragic 
matinee, customary provisions to fight fire 
were neglected. Or it could even be that in 
these war times, when so many standards 
have been lowered, fire protection has been 
slighted. In either case, failure to have fire- 
fighting materials on hand, if indeed they were 

absent, is inexcusable and unpardonable. 
The other rumor is that the big top had been 

treated with a preparation of paraffin and 
gasoline, both highly inflamable. If the investi- 
gators find this to be true, the deaths that re- 

sulted from the fire will be the more inexcus- 
able and the management more culpable. 

Following the catastrophe an army officer 
announces that if the tent had been treated with 
a preparation of his discovery there woud have 
been no fire. His claim certainly calls for tests 
and if substantiated the use of his concoction 
or something similar should be compulsory. 
No audience should again be exposed to the 
danger of fire in a tent, such as levied the 
heavy toll of lives at Hartford. 

_rr 

Enemy Anchors Broken 
Allied forces in Normandy held a field day 

on Sunday, Bradley’s American forces taking 
La Haye De Puits and Montgomery’s British 
army, Caen. 

Thus the Germans lost the western and the 
eastern anchors of their main defense line in 
Normandy, to hold which they battled so des- 

; perately. It is not unreasonable to think that 
i the interviewing area still defended by the 

enemy will collapse without these bastions to 
tie to. 

The German line has many kinks, which will 
make it the harder to hold. From Le Hamet, 
northeast of Caen, it extends irregularly south- 
west to Bougy loops northward toward Tilly 

[ and south-westward to Caumont, on the Aure 
! river; thence northeasterly to St. Andre, north 
[ to Meautis and Sauveur and south the La 
; Maye. These many salients afford the advanc- 

ing Allied forces excellent opportunity of cut- 
ting units and holding them inextricably in 
pockets. 

Another advantage now accruing to the Al- 
1 lies is the cutting of rail communication from 

the south over which, and which alone, the 
i Germans might hope to reinforce their em- 

battled troops on the main defense line. Ii 
Montgomery and Bradley succeed in circling 
enemy forces, now that they hold Caen and 
La Haye, all main lines and branches serving 
Normandy may be put out of commission. 
Rommel will be able to bring up neither re- 

, serves or supplies. 
r 

With the fall of Caen and La Haye the Al- 

s lies, who are assumed to contemplate an ad- 
vance on Paris, appear to have taken a great 
step forward. 

t -v- 

Gangster’s Ending 
'* Reports from the German frontier say tha1 
i- loads of supplies sre arriving at Hitler’s inac 

cessible Berchtesgaden, where he and his 
f henchmen are expected to run as defeat draw: 
e near. 

y It all sounds like an echo of our lawless pro 
s- hibition days—the lonely hideout, the arsenal 

cache of food. It’s the gangster’s typica 
n j ihnered-rat reaction when the game is up. 

“Producer Gas” 

The Allied air blitz, or the particular branch 
of it directed at the enemy’s oil resources, 

has proved well worth while. It is reported 
that a German plane formation in Normandy 
is known to be using "producer gas,” which is 
among the poorer substitutes for gasoline. 

It is made from charcoal. Besides being 
worse than the lower grades of gasoline it re- 

quires many more man hours per gallon to 

produce. That the Germans should use it in 
battle, obviously from compulsion and not by 
choice, is accepted by Allied air commanders 
and military leaders generally as vindicating 
the attacks on Hitler’s refineries, which have 
been among the most important targets for 
United Nations planes. 

London declares that of the twenty-twc 
refineries and storage depots within range oi 
American bombers from Italy only two are 
now functioning and they on reduced sche- 
dules. With the bombings extended to enemy 
plants in Austria, Hungary, the Balkans, north- 
ern Italy and southern France, the Luftwaffe 
is under heavy disadvantage. "Producer gas" 
cannot give it much help. 

Vain Appeal 
The Jacketless Men’s Society of America 

has issued its annual appeal to reason, sum- 

moning the humid homo sapiens to go forth ir 
his shirt sleeves. But alas, the JMSA is a 

voice crying in the wilderness. Its efforts are 
as brave and persistent as those of Norman 
Thomas to be elected president, or the Phila- 
delphia Phillies to win a pennant. As brave anc 

persistent, and as futile. 
Sweltering man will read the annual appeal, 

nod his approval, then look up into the coo] 
gaze of the coolly-attired little woman, dutiful- 
ly slip on his coat, and take her out to dinner. 

Fair Enough 
..— —— .... 

(Editor’* Note—The Star and the News accept no 
responsibility for the personal views of Mr. Pegler, and often disagree with them as much as many of 
his readers. Hio article* serve the good purpose of 
making people think. 

By WESTBROOK PEGLER 
NEW YORK,—On November 24, 1941, the As- 

sociated Press carried a small item from Bos- 
ton reporting that Senator Claude Pepper, of 
Florida, President Roosevelt's confidant and 
political protege, had announced in a press in- 
terview the intention of the United States to 
adopt the German and Japanese sneak-punch 
method of starting a war without formally de- 
claring war. Congress was not to be consulted. 

Senator Pepper had done much bellicose talk- 
ing. He was and remains a member of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Thus 
may be presumed to have known what he was 
talking about on that date, 13 days before Pearl 
Harbor. He wag 41 years old at the time. 

Pepper’s flippant announcement of this coun- 
try's abandonment of the constitutional method 
of going to war was made several days be- 
fore Adm. H. E. Kimmel and Gen. Walter C. 
Short, the American commanders in Hawaii, 
received their last alarms and orders from 
Washington. Those final communications told 
them nothing about any intention to hit the 
Japs without warning and under cover oi 
peace negotiations in progress at the time. 
They counseled restraint. The maximum in- 
formation to Kimmel and Short, up to the 
last minute, indicated that Japan was aiming 
at objectives in Asia and cutioned them, under 
penalty of punishment, to confine their 

iu iegai measures, an precau- 
tionary and defensive. This information con- 
cerning their orders and advice from Wash- 
ington is contained in the report of the Roberts 
committee, appointed by President Roosevelt 
which whitewashed the President but condemn- 
ed the two commanders without trial and with- 
out an opportunity to face charges. 

The President, his cabinet officers and others 
concerned with national “policy” were absolv- 
ed by negative method. The committee decided 
that it was not within their province to dis- 
cuss the national policy of basing the entire 
Pacific fleet at Pearl Harbor or “any such 
topic.” The phrase, “any such topic,” quietly 
precluded criticism of the policies, decisions 
or actions of all persons superior to Kimmel 
and Short, including Mr. Roosevelt. 

The remarks attributed to Pepper by the A. 
P. under a Boston date line were as follows: 
“we are only waiting for Japan to cross a 

line before we start shooting. 1 do not know 
exactly where that line is and I am sure the 
President know’s exactly where it is. But when 
they cross it, .we will start shooting The ac- 
tual declaration of war is a legal technicali- 
ty and such technicalities are being held it! 
abeyance as long as those brigands continue in 
force.” 

Considering Pepper’s well-known intimacy 
with President Roosevelt, for whom he had 
acted as informal spokesman on matters con- 

cerning war, the Japanese might have taker 
this announcement seriously. 

However that may be, Kimmel and Short 
up to the very minute of 7:55 a.m. Dec. 7 

1941, were advised of no such intention as Pep- 
per announced in Boston. In accordance with 
the information and instructions received frorr 

Washington they were in a state of readiness 
described by the Army as the No. 1 alert. 

“This alert,” says the Roberts report, “is 
a defense against acts of sabotage and upris 
ings within the islands, with no threat frorr 
wnaoui. 

Gen. Short decided to use this formula ou 

of respect for his orders from Wachington re 

ceived on Nov. 28, four days after Pepper’s an 

nouncement. The report says these orders were 

that “protective measures should be confinec 
to those essential to security, so_ as to avoic 

unnecessary publicity and alarm.’ 
At this point, in view of Pepper’s earlier an 

nouncement, the question suggests itself im 
peratively whether these provisions agains 
“unnecessary publicity and alarm’’ weri 

shrewdly designed to deceive the Japanesi 
spies in Hawaii and through them their prin 
cipals in Tokio. If so, they nevertheless lef 
Hawaii unprepared for internal attack. 

Thus, if Pepper told the truth, the wors 

derelictions that could be charged to Kimme 
and Short are reduced to triviality by com 

parison with the offense of those who made thi 
decision to “start shooting.’’ Mr. Roosevel 
would have had final responsibility for tha 
decision. 

If Pepper lied on his own responsibility, hi 
should have been repudiated after Pearl Har 
bor if not immediately. On the contrary, how 

| ever, Mr. Roosevelt not only failed to repudiat 
him but recently made a most cynical demon 
stration of his particular favor 

THE MESSENGER BOY_’ 

I I 
JAPAM'« 
Homeland 

With Ernie Pyle 
IN NORMANDY—(by wireless) 

—The commander of my ack-ack 
crew is Sergt. Joseph Samuelson, 
a farm boy from Odebolt, la. 

“Sam" is a quiet fellow with a 

mellow voice. His mouth is very 
wide, and right now his lips are 

chapped and cracked from the 
cold climate. He is conscientious 
and the others like him. 

Two of the crew are from the 
same home town, Manchester, N. 
H. They are Pvts. Armand Pro- 
vencher and Jim Bresnahan. In 
fact there are six Manchester boys 
in this battery, and 15 in the bat- 
talion. They all went into the Ar- 
my on the same day at the same 

place, and now they are firing 
within a few miles of each other 
In France. 

Private Provencher is of French- 
Canadian extraction and is the only 
one of our crew who speaks 
French, so he does all the fora- 
ging. His family speak French in 
their home back in New Hamp- 
shire. I had always heard that the 
French-Canadian brand of French 
was unintelligible to real French- 
men, but Provencher says he does 
not have any trouble. 

three of the boys are from Mas- 
sachusetts — Corp. Charles Malas- 
ta, of Malden; Pfc. George Slaven, 
of Southbridge, and Pvt. Walter 
Covel, of Robury. 

Covel has heavy black whiskers 
and it takes two razor blades to 
shave him. With a two-day growth 
he looks like a hobo, and then 
when he cleans up you hardly rec- 

ognize him. He asked if I'd say 
hello for him in the column to his 
mom and Bernie. I din’t ask who 
Bernie was but it probably would 
not be hard to guess. 

George Slavin is the entrepre- 
neur of the battery. Back home he 
owns a drugstore, which his wife 
is running while he is away fight- 
ing. His wife keeps sending him 
stuff from the store until he has 
built up a miniature drugstore ov- 

er here. He has such things as as- 

pirin, lip pomade, shampoo and so 

on. He used to have a stock of ci- 
gars but they’re all gone now. The 
boys say he gets more packages 
from home than any 15 other men 

in the battery. 
Slaven ana Malatesla are the on- 

ly married men in the crew. Mala- 
testa wanted me to tell his wife 
in the column that he loves her. 
So, since it is springtime and 
there’s no law I know of against a 
man being fond of his wife, here 
goes. 

Pvt. Bill Mallea, of Shelton, Con- 

necticut, is the oracle of the group. 
He tells long and fascinating sto- 
ries and thinks about the world 
situation and has a great sense of 
fun. He is the oldest man in the 
crew, although he isn’t so old. 

He's politically minded and says 
he is going tp become an aider- 
man in Shelton after the war. He 

calls himself “Honest Bill” Mal- 

lea. He is one of the ammunition 
carriers, and during lulls in the 
firing at night he curls up in an 
ammo dugout about 20 feet from 
the gun pit and sleeps on top of 
the shells. He sleeps so well you 
can hear him snoring clear over 
in :he gun pit. 

I didn’t pick up much about the 
rest of the boys, but they are all 
pleasant lads who work hard and 
get along together. These others 
are Corp. Henry Omen, of Depew, 
N. Y., Pfs. Harold Dunlap of Pip- 
lar Bluffs. Mo., Pvt. Norman Kim- 
mey, of Hanover, Pa., Corp. Clyde 
Libbey, of Lincoln, Me., Pfc. Jer- 
ry Fullington of Fremont, Neb., 
and Corp. Bill Nelson, Scotts Bluff. 
Neb. 

Corporal Libbey is from the po- 
tato-growing country in Maine, and 
I told him ‘‘That Girl” and I stay- 
ed all night in Lincoln about sev- 
en years ago. But unfortunately all 
I could remember about Lincoln 
was that we stayed there, so our 

attempts to dig up some mutual 
acquaintance or even building we 
both remembered fell kind of flal*' 

On my second day with the bat- 
tery the boys asked their officers 
if it was all right for them to 
write in their letters home that I 
was staying with them. Officers 
said yes, so the boys all got out 
paper, and since it had turned 
warm for a change we sat and lay 
around on the grass while they 
wrote short letters home, using 
ammunition and ration boxes for 
writing boards. When they got 
through all of them had me sign 
their letters. 

The boys say they didn’t choose 
ack-ack but were just automatical- 
ly put into it. They do like it, how- 
ever, as long as they have to be 
in the Army. They are all over be- 
ing gun shy. and now that they 
have been through their opening 
weeks of war they aren’t even es- 

pecially afraid. 
Their battery commander is 

Capt. Julius Reiver, of Wilming- 
ton, Del. He stays up all night too, 
directing their firing from his dug- 
out, where information is flown to 
him. 

j The Literary Guidepost 
By JOHN SELBY 

“WATCHING THE WORLD: 1934- 

1944,’’ edited by Mrs. Raymond 
Clapper (Whittlesey; $3). 
Raymond Clapper said himself 

that he wondered how his column 
could succeed, because it rarely 
made him sound infallible. Mr. 
Pegler, for example, was always 
angry ahd never expressed a 
doubt. Gen. Hugh Johnson, who al- 

1 so used to appear on the first page 
second section of the World-Tele- 
gram with Clapper, was a great 
fulminator who sometimes slayed 
an entire governmental depart- 
ment in three sticks of type. And at 
the bottom of the same column, 
Mrs. Roosevelt was fairly sure of 
herself even when she wrote about 
the weather at Hyde Park. 

But Clapper was forever weigh- 
ing evidence. That meant that 

[ some days he felt President Roos- 
evelt was quite right, that some 

: other days he disagreed with the 
t President. Therefore the section of 
t the public that wants to pick up 

its alleged thought from a deputy 
: Jehovah could not, he was afraid, 

be much interested in just another 
guy puzzling through. 

> It happened that Clapper was 
wrong. He, like others before him, 
underestimated the intelligence of 

the average man. Although he 
touched at various times on all 
phases of American life, his prin- 
cipal beat was Washington, and 
his serious, often painful, effort 
to report what really happened in 
that great city of legislative ge- 
niuses and hog caller proved an 

island of sanity in what some- 
times seemed a sea of brimstone. 
Clapper was by no means always 
right; he was an isolationist up to 
Munich, and later said he was at 
fault. But fo nearly twelve years 
his record for honesty and indus- 
try was outstanding. 

The proof of this tasty pudding 
is now published in a book made 
from his writing by his wife. It is 
a collection of columns, bits of 
columns, broadcasts and whatnot. 
It has been arranged with some 
care under various headings, and 
therefore is not at all a chrono- 
logical record of Clapper as he 
searched out his way; this is prob- 
ably better for public use although 
as a newspaperman I should 
have preferred a chronological ar- 
rangement. Bui from Mrs. Clap- 
per’s introductory biography 
through to the last line he wrote, 
the book seems to me the nearly perfect record 0$ an intelligent 
man who never lost his love of 
humanity—or his humility. 

DURHAM FIRE LOSS 
MAY HIT $250,000 
DURHAM- July 8. — UP) — Fire- 

Chief Frank Bennett said today that 
the loss last night in the burning of 
a mid-town block of warehouses 
would be at least $250,000, and that 
the loss might be much larger de- 
pending upon the contents of the 
destroyed structures. 

Chief Bennett said the huge con- 

flagration began in the basement 
or' the big four tobacco warehouse. 
where furniture was stored, about 
9 p.m., and in less than three hours 
had consumed all but one building 
in the block. Other establishments 
burned to earth included the cen- 
tral leaf tobacco redrying plant 
and the Dillard Livery stables, 
where 12 cows and four horses 
burned to death. 

The block is bounded by Semi- 
nary. Riggsbee and Foster streets 
and Morgan avenue. 

Firemen today continued to play 
streams of water on the smoking 
debris, but firemen said danger 
had passed to the block’s lone re- 

maining structure, the two-story 
Noland building housing, a plumb- 
ing and heating firm. 

The flames spread rapidly 
through the old, wooden warehous- 
es and created heat so intense 
that firemen approached with dif- 
ficulty. 

Power wires along adjacent 
streets were burned out, throw- 
ing part of the business district into 
darkness and putting various forms 
of electrical equipment out of com- 
mission. Elevators in the 14-floor 
Washington Duke hotel were unable 
to operate for a while. 

WEST POINTERS 
DUE AT DAVIS 

GAMP DAVIS, July 9.—Twenty- 
five newly commissioned officers, 
graduates of the Class of 1944 at 
1he United States Military Acade- 
my, will arrive at the Antiarcraft 
Artillery School tomorrow to be- 
gin an intensive 13-week course in 
all phases of anti-aircraft artillery. 

The West Pointers, all of whom 
se'ected anti-aircraft artillery as 
their choice of military specializa- 
tion, are members of the Regular 
Army and will continue in military 
service after the war. 

While at the Anti-aircraft Artil- 
lery School the lieutenants will re- 
ceive training in all types of anti- 
aircraft, including instruction on 
the new 120 mm. “stratosphere” 
gun. largest weapon in anti-air- 
craft artillery. 

Following completion of their 
course, the officers will be assign- 
ed to various anti-aircraft artil- 
lery units throughout the country. 

The officers taking the Anti-air- 
craft Artillery School’s courses in- 
clude Lieutenants Leslie G. Calla- 
han, Jr., John F. Mangan, Leon- 
ard H. Sims. Jr.. George S. Papas, 
Robert G. Pickens, Robert K. 
Routh, James W. Weatners, Jr., 
William T. Miller. Leslie E.'Bab- 
cock, Jr., John F. X. McArdle 
Fruton B. Schardt, Grady O. 
White, Mark J. Klein. Henry C. 
Lindsey, John W. Gaffnev, Robin 
S Kendall. John M. Simmon? 
George H. Faroe, Robert F. Shan- 
non, Grey Fitzoatrick, John T. Pe- 
terson. Edward B. Di Napoli, Jr 
and Robert D Rudelio. 

-V- 
NEW TTNC SYSTEM 

CHAPEL HILL, July 9—(iPl—Ci- 
vilian students at the University 
of North Carolina .will change from 
the quarter to the trimester sys- 
tem. beginning November 1. in 
order to unify the civilian and 
Navy V-12 schedules here. The an- 
nouncement was made today by 
President Frank P. Graham and 
Administrative' Dean R. B. House, 
following extended consideration bv 
a faculty committee and sub-com- 
mittee. 

-V- 
Hymns were sung by the ancient 

Greeks to heroes and famous men. 
■» 

Interpreting 
The War 

By ELTON C. FAY 

A basic part of Germany’s over- 
all European strategical plan ap. ■< 

pears to have gone up in the smok» 
of battle at Caen and La Hay Du 
Puits. 

Her ambition in Normandy in re- 
cent days had been trimmed to on- 
ly the hope of throwing the Allies 
into a condition of static warfare 
and encasing them in the area up. 
on which they stood up until last 
night. To have pinned the British 
and American forces to a fixed 
position might have left the Nazis 
something in the way of strength to 
divert against the onrushing Red 
forces in the east. 

It didn’t work that way. Amen- 
can doughboys on the western flank 
crashed through the blasted and 
burned ruins of La Hay Du Puits 
Saturday night. That gave to the 
Allies control of the western an- 
chor of the Nazi's defense line 
and broke a transportation bottle- 
neck vital to further advances down 
the western and central portions 
ot tne peninsula. 

To the east, the long-existing sal- 
ient around Caen was wiped oat 
with the entrance of British for- 
ces into that important port town. 
The mightiest battle of the cam- 

paign in France was fought over 
that salient, with masses of a-mur 
and infantry thrown in by each 
side. Although there is no evidence 
the Nazis had built permanent for- 
tifications in the Caen area prior 
to the invasion, it is evident that 
their TODT organization subseq- 
uently did intense and extensive 
defense construction there. 

Unless the enemy can muster 
(over battered transportation lines 
and from already strained resour- 
ces behind his three fronts) suffi- 
cient strength for strong counter- 
attack. he cannot restore the static 
condition. 

The beachhead that, he once an- 

nounced would be wiped out now 

is about to become an invasion 
front in western Europe. 

While that potential is developing 
into reality, there is an immediate 
tactical advantage. The British now 

are in a position to strengthen and 
broaden the eastern flank- long a 

dangerous and bothersome point. 
An extension of the flank, parti- 

cularly to the eastward along the 
coastal region, is necessary before 
Caen can become of much more 

than negative value to the Allies. 
Before the docks at Caen and the 
canalized river leading up to it 

from the sea can be used- the en- 

emy must be pushed back. He now 

is close enough to drop artillery 
fire into traffic and make frequent 
night airplane missions to mine 

the sea approaches and the river 

itself. 
Once Caen is open ti traffic, how- 

ever, it can become an important 
supplement to the Allied supply 
system, although freight traffic 
must be transshipped to barges to 

move up to the docks. The deep 
water port cf Cherbourg, with tre- 

mendous potentials for handling 
freight tonnage, already is in use. 

Every port area added to the 

Allied supply system will augment 
the strength of the Americans and 

British to beat the German lines 
back, roll outward into France and 
end the Nazi hope of saying longer 
that "the situation on the western 

front is unchanged.” 
-V- 

25 Years Ago 
Today 

(FROM THE FILES 
OF THE STAR-NEWS) 

JULY 10. 1919 
The last oi the troop ships sche- 

duled for debarkation of overseas 
soldiers in Charleston arrived to- 

day when the transport Madawas- 
ka, anchored with approximately 
2,000 officers and men. Five spe- 
cial trains will take the soldiers 
to Camp Jackson. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hector McL. Green 
have as their guests at their sum- 
mer cottage at Wrightsville Beach, 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin M. Wilson 
and son, Hugh McLean Wilson, of 
Havenford. Pa. 

— 

The Chamber of Commerce is 

holding its annual meeting this 
afternoon following the election of 
the executive committee held ear- 
lier in the day. The new comml 
tee: Roger Moore, C. VanLeuven, 
J. I. Bear, E. T. Taylor, J. C Wil- 
liams, George P. Galvin, J 
Rice, J. F. Roache, Joseph W. 

Little, E. L. White and L. Lipen- | 
sky. 

RATION 
ROUNDUP 

By The Associated Press 
Meats, fats, etc —Book four red 

stamps A8 through Z8 now vs -d 

indefinitely. 
Processed foods—Book Four blue 

stamps A8 tnrough Z8, and A5 now 
valid indefinitely. 

Sugar—Book Four stamps 30. 31 * 
and 32 valid indefinitely for f!V'3 
pound" each. Stamp 40 good for 
five pounds for home canning 
through Feb. 28, 1945. 

Gasoline — In northeast and 
southeast 10-A coupons good or 

three gallons through Aug. 8. Else- 
where, 12-A coupons good for three 
gallons through Sept. 21. B-3, B-4. 
G-3, C4 coupons good everywhere 
ftr five gallons. 

Fuel oil—Period Four and Five 
coupons valid in all areas through 
Sept. 30: new Period 1 coupons 
from rationing boards. 

Shoes — Book Three airplane 
stamps 1 and 2 good indefinitely- 

-V- 
The actual throne of Great Brit? 

ain is an oaken chair of Gothic 
design in the House of Lords. ..M 


