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1 With confidence In oar armed forces— 

with the unbonnding determination cf ear 

people we will gain the teevltable 
triumph — so help us God. 

;■ —Roosevelt’s War Meaaage. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 1944 

Our Chief Aim 
f To aid In every way the prosecution of 

the war to complete Victory. 
_ 

TOP-O’-THE morning 

j Our souls like our comfortable houses 

■m unenclosed from the street and ungar- 

dened. We need poetry, need to realize 

it round about us and in us, need It as 

practically as the blood needs iron and 

salt. 
_George Washington Cable. 

j 
‘ Insurance And Air Travel 
] 

__ 

* A recent editorial dealing with life insurance 

and air travel has brought corrective notice 

frdm the Wilmington Life Underwriters who 

,pojnt out it was based on facts utterly at vari- 

ante with present-day insurance practices. 
The article pointed out that many life insur- 

ance companies have discriminated against 
those traveling on the regularly scheduled air- 

: linES. 
1 : Speaking for the Underwriters here, the com- 

mittee said “we know of few life insurance 

t" ̂
 companies and we have books covering con- 

: (tractual practices of all—which restrict in any 
! 

wav whatever the coverage If assured is 
3; 
^traveling as a fare-paying passenger on a 

(^regularly scheduled commercial flight. Out 

"iof ovef 150 companies checked on the matter, 

j 'less than 10 have any restriction, and of these 

jone is represented in Wilmington. 
; “The questions on the application have noth- 
>: ling to do with the policy contract issued, but 

Jthe information thus obtained does indicate 

,5 trends which are valuable for formation of 
t: future planning. Normal life insurance con- 

!<.tracts don’t cover in case of death from planes 
< 

|Other than commercial airlines. However, 
.Eleven the Double Indemnity for Accidental 

j 'Death in almost every company includes pro- 

jection for fare-paying passengers on regular 
airline flights. This emphatically demonstrates, 

i,iwe think, the liberal practices of the com- 
1 jpanies regarding air travel. 

J | “The life insurance companies of America 

; ;are progressively alert to modern conditions, 
jarie not buried in 'horse and buggy’ traditions, 

| and can be trusted not to hold back the wheels 

i Iof progress—or in this case the wings of prog- 
ress.’’ 

No Excuse 

School and law enforcement authorities are 

obligated to press their investigations until 

{thSy^get to the bottom of the destructiveness 

[befog cjone in school buildings throughout the 
'(comity, and which by last week had reached 
(Something like alarming proportions. 

Conservative estimates place the window- 
bane damage alone, at Chestnut Heights school 

^wKlch was the target of youthful attack last 
Week-end, at $1,125. School officials say this 
W§1 not begin to pay for the labor necessary 

SHto:'clean 
up the structure, and to paint scraped 

Window frames. 
The Chestnut Heights school episode has 

been repeated, time and again, in less vio- 

lence, in other buildings. Looting of the build- 
;:‘in£s, as well tfs damage to the structures, has 

n reported at fairly frequent intervals in 
ce records. 

|e are not sufficiently versed in child psy- 
chology to determine motives tho youths may 
hare for their consistent vandalism. But the 
dOtruction has occurred enough, now, to warn 

Si* city that motives do exist, and that they 
; should be brought to light, 

j.' This is the seasoh of the year when young- 
lAstiers should be asserting themselves with 
! vigor on the baeball lots, the tennis courts, 

|and at the swimming places. In addition, they 
.should be finding ways to help keep their 
home premises clean, and the lawns of their 

^neighbors mowed. There are many odd jobs 
[Sthit might be profitable for them, in these 

|days when labor is so scarce. 

J A few things can be deducted from the acti- 

f|vity of the bold offenders: the work is being 
••idone by organized gangs, for two or three boys 
would not have the courage to do so great 
destruction; parental discipline is falling 
down; the recreation program on which the 

(City and the federal government is spending 

|| 80 much money needs to recruit more boys 
W search of hard, inviting play, and once the 

Sr 

youth* are recruited they should be thorough- 
ly supervised during and long after their func- 

tions, a number of which are carried on in 

the school buildings. 
There i* no excuse for allowing youngsters 

to tear up the city’* school facilities with no 

admonition or correction resulting. 

Action Needed 

Recent complaints of disorderly conduct and 

nerve-shattering noises in the vicinity of taxi 

cab stands and similar establishments can- 

not go unnoticed by those interested in the 

welfare of the city’s citizens. 

It is the right of everyone here to reside 
in his home in peace. When nearby outside 

influences make thi* impossible, there are 

laws on the books that should provide relief. 
Whenever a neighborhood is disturbed by 
brawling and shooting and shocked by vulgar 
and blasphemous shouts and screams in the 

late hours of the night, it is time for the law 

to take a firm hand 

Every incident demands a full investigation 
and subsequent action that will see that such 

outrageous and unnecessary noises are stop- 
ped, not only for the time being but for the 

future. 

Those responsible for the premises on which 
such disorderly conduct frequently occurs 

are in the best position to offer aid to the 
authorities in apprehending those causing the 

disturbances. The identity of the actual of- 
fenders is, in practically all cases, unknown 
to those offended. Hence they are often with- 
out the information necessary for indictment. 

The police have a duty to perform and the 

offenders deserve no consideration. Arrests 
are in order. 

Enforcement of the city’s anti-noise ordi- 
nance has, as a whole, brought favorable 

comment. But these more violent cases de- 

serve much more attention. Any assistance 

given the law enforcement officers in putting 
a stop to this will not only be appreciated by 
those affected in the immediate neighborhoods 
but by all interested in a better community. 

Too Late 

Turkey, as far as we are concerned, can 

continue to remain out of the war. 

Recent news from Ankara indicates she is 

ready to move into the conflict, first by grant- 
ing the allies air and naval bases with her 
role as an active belligerent coming as a mat- 

ter of course. This stand is quite different 
from that followed when the Germans were 

advancing on her frontiers. Now, with the 
Nazis in general retreat throughout Europe, 
she has become quite bold. 

Frankly, the Turks have waited too late. 
Their fighting now would be primarily for a 

place at the peace table; not to deliver a 

real blow at the enemy. There was a time 
when her aid would have been of great value. 
It would be of some help now but the period 
has passed when It is essential. Her entrance 
into the war would be comparable to Italy’s 
famous “stab in the back” of France after 
the German invasion brought the French to 
their knees. 

The only appraisal that may be given pos- 
sible Turkish aid now is that it would serve 

to set off the smouldering fires in the Balkans. 
The triumphs of the Americans and British 
in France and Russia on the other front will 
serve that purpose just as well. The price the 
United Nations would have to pay at the 
peace conference for Turkish participation on 

their side would be too great. Therefore, her 
continued neutrality will be, in the long run, 
an asset for us. 

_IT_ 

Tough 
Because of the critical manpower situation, 

the federal government has suddenly become 
tougher with civilian workers and employers 
than at any time in history. 

A thorough review of the situation was given 
recently by James Marlow, Associated Press 
writer, who points out the government has be- 
come this tough: 

Employers in labor-shortage areas can be 
forced to fire workers whom the government 
thinks could better be used somewhere else 
in a civilian job helping the war. 

War Mobilizer Byrnes, looking for a way 
to provide sufficient workers for war jobs, 
has told the war agencies they now have the 
power to force compliance with their man- 

power demands. 
He says they should use it whejp necessary. 
“In 99 per cent of the cases,” a high spokes- 

man for the War Manpower Commission said, 
“it won’t be necessary to force lay-off of work- 
ers. It may be necessary in 5 or 10 cases.” 

If an employer refuses to comply with gov- 
ernment orders on his manpower, Byrnes has 
instructed the agencies to use sanctions against 
him. They could take this form, in Byrnes’ 
own words: 

Shutting off his materials, power, fuel, trans- 
portation. 

In other words: his business could be forced 
into closing until he complied. 

Actually what probably will happen in most 
cases in labor-tight areas is this: 

Ceilings will be placed on war industries to 

compel better use of manpower. And the 
same areas manpower ceilings will be placed 
on less essential Industries. 

For instance: John Jones employes 100 men 

in his business which is less essential. The gov- 
ernment will say he needs only 75 men. So he 
will not be allowed to hire any more until, 
through quitting or some other reason, his 
total staff is down to 75. 

This control will be used by the WMC and 
its U. S. Employment Service offices which 

will refuse to refer workers or let him have 
any workers until his staff has dwindled to 75. 

Here is how the machinery works: 
The country has been divided into four 

groups of labor areas, according to the labor 
supply in each. Group 1 is the most critically 
hort of worker. Group 2 is less critically 
short. And so on down to group 4 which may 
have plenty of labor available. 

The forced lay-offs, if they occur, will be 
in groups 1 and 2. 

Those two labor area groups have two spe- 
cial committees called Production Urgency 
committees and Manpower Priorities commit- 
tees. They are composed of representatives 
of the Army, Navy, Maritime Commission, 
War Production board and WMC. 

The production urgency committee decides 
upon the relative importance to war produc- 
tion of the various plants in its area. 

Then the Manpower priorities committee de- 
cides which plant, in accordance with the 
urgency committee’s findings, shall get man- 

power or needs less manpower or should be 
forced to lay-off workers. 

It is this manpower priorities committee 
which holds the big manpower stick. If it 
runs into a balky employer, it reports to the 
chairman of WMC. He then asks the various 
war agencies dealing in any way with that 
employer’s plants to invoke the sanctions men- 

tioned above. 
When asked where there was any difference 

between this kind of control over manpower 
and the labor draft which the armed services 
unsuccessfully asked congress to set by up 
law, the WMC spokesman said: 

“Under a labor draft a worker could be 
forced to work where the government wanted 
him to work. Under this kind of control, a 

boss could be forced to lay-off a worker need- 
ed somewhere else, but the worker still could 
refuse to work. 

But—if that worker refused to take the jot 
suggested to him by the government, he'd 
probably have a tough time trying to get the 
government to allow him to take another. 

Fair Enough 
(Editor's Nets—Tko Star and the News accept no 

responsibility for the personal views of Mr. Pupler, 
and often disapree with them at much as many ol 
his readers. His articles serve the pood purpose ol 
maktnp people think. 

By WESTBROOK PEGLER 
ST. LOUIS, Aug. 6.—At this distance it is 

possible to examine more clearly specimens 
of propaganda which, amid the general cla- 
mor of continentalism on the eastern seaboard, 
are indistinct noises in the campaign. 

I should like to discuss a United Press dis- 
patch published in today’s So. Louis Star-Times 
a highly beholden new deal paper and not red. 
nor even pink, but of that pale orange hue 
which comes Of mixing a very little red with 
a liberal spladh of another primary colctf. 

The U. P. Reported that Russell Davenport 
would not support Tom Dewey for the presi- 
dency. 

Not one American in 100,000 ever has heard 
of Russell Davenport. He Is identified as the 
editor of Fortune, which sells by subscription 
only for $10 a year and thus can hardly be 
called a well known magazine. Davenport is 
qualified as a quote-worthy person because he 
was a “close associate" of Wendell Willkie in 
1940. 

Right Questioned 
“Millions of other republicans will find it 

necessary to make that decision," not to sup- 
port Dewey, Davenport was enabled to say on 
crowded press wires and on scarce white 
paper, as though this man had a recognized 
right to speak for multitudes. But has he? 
He represents no party. Even in the 1940 cam- 

paign he had no position in the republican 
party. He was, at most, a sleeve-puller for 
a personal hero. Such advertisement as he 
has had, was derived from this association 
and the fact that he is the husband of Marcia 
Davenport who wrote some books. 

Yet, by exercise of the suave effrontery ol 
the con man who greets the sucker with a 

booming “well, if it isn’t my old friend, Joe 
Bush," the unsuspecting victim is given to 
feel that he really does know Russell Daven- 
port. For the moment, through his own stu- 
pidity, he just can’t place him. 

Davenport announced his decision at a forum 
of the newly organized New York Liberal 
party. The reader is too proud to admit that 
he doesn’t know what the Liberal party is. 
It is what the communists call a fraction, or 

ideological offshoot, of the communist party. 
It is, in other words, a minority of a European 
group of naturalized but unassimilated New 
York immigrants, whose leaders came here 
as refugees from the Czar of Russia. While 
four million Americans were fighting the 
Kaiser’s tyranny in France, most of these 
leaders, secure and comfortable in New York, 
tried to promote a bloody revolution against 
the American government. 

The American T.ahnr nartv nr communist 

party, now controlled by Frank Roosevelt’s 
henchman, Sidney Hillman, advocates the Rus- 
sian type of dictatorship, and lawless aggres- 
sion as expressed against Finland and in the 
partition of Poland. Daveport’s friends of the 
Liberal party prefer the Hitleria type of dic- 

tatorship, but, of course, without anti-semit- 
ism. 

ANGEL 
Both groups agree, however, on all the es- 

sentials of totalitarian rule. They agree fur- 
ther on Roosevelt’s candidacy, and their only 
discord is a personal rivalry between Hillman 
and David Dubinsky of the Garment Workers’ 
union, refugees both, who found here privi- 
lege, luxury and safety, but never have liked 
the way the Americans run their country. 

Neither group has the slightest objection to 

persecution, of itself. Violence against Ameri- 
can workers refusing to join a union, or to 

strike on the orders of union dictators, no less 
savage than the brutalities of Hitler’s Brown 

Shirts, has left them calm. Hideous slanders 
against decent Americans equivalent to Der 
Fuehrer’s filthy anti-Jewish propaganda, is 
their common repartee. They force Ameri- 
cans who detest their ideas and candidates tc 

attend their political rallies and contribute to 
their campaign funds. 

Davenport announced his decision about the 
time that the primary returns revealed the 
nomination for congress of Ham Fish, repub- 
lican, and Vito Marcantonio of the communist 
front. 

“For weeks,’’ he said, “Dewey resisted ef- 
forts to draw from him a repudiation of Ham 
Fish on the basis of his obstruction of at- 

tempts to prepare the country for war.” 
Marcantonio voted against every “attempt 

I SAY WHEN! _| 

With Ernie Pyle 
IN NORMANDY—(By Wireless) 

—A few days after D-Day you may 
remember we spoke in this col- 
umn of five early phases of the 
continental invasion that would 
have to take place. 

Phase No. 5 was to be the break- 
out from our beachhead after we'd 
held it secure long enough to build 
up vast quantities of troops and 
supplies behind us. 9nd once we'd 
broken out of the ring of Germans 
trying to hold us in and completed 
Phase 5. the real war in Western 
Europe would begin. 

Well, -we’re in Phase 5 now. At 
least we are while I’m writing this. 
Things are moving swiftly. You 
realize that several days elapse be- 
tween the writing and the publica- 
tion of this column. By the time 
you read this we may be out in 
the open and pushing into France. 

Surely history will give a name 
to the battle that sent us boiling 
out of Normandy — some name 

comparable with St. Mihiel, or 
Meuse Argonne of the last war. 
But to us here on the spot at the 
time it was known simply as “the 
break-through.” 

We correspondents could sense 
that a big drive was coming. There 
are many little ways you can tell 
without actually being told, if you 
are experienced in war. 

And then one evening Lieut. Gen. 
Omar Bradley, commanding all 
American troops in France, came 
to our camp and briefed us on 1he 
coming operation. It would start, 
he said, on the first day we had 
three hours good flying weather in 
the forenoon. 

We were all glad to hear the 
news. There isn’t a correspondent 
over here, or soldier, or officer I 
ever heard of who hasn't com- 

plete and utter faith in General 
Bradley. If he felt we were ready 
for the push, that was good enough 
for us. 

The General told us the attack 
would cover a segment of the Ger- 
man line west of St. Lo, about 2 
1-3 miles wide. In that narrow 

segment we would have three in- 
fantry divisions, side by side. 
Right behind them would be an- 

other infantry and two arnaored 
divisions. 

Once a hole was broken, the ar- 
mored divisions would slam 
through several miles beyond, 
then turn right toward the sea 
behind the Germans in that sector 
in the hope of cutting them off and 
trapping them. 

The remainder of our line on 
both sides of the attack would 
keep the pressure on to hold the 
Germans in front of them so they 
couldn’t send reinforcements 

| against our big attack. 
The attack was to open with a 

gigantic two-hour air bombard- 
ment by 1800 planes—the biggest, 
I’m sure, ever attempted by air 
in direct support of ground troops. 

It would start with dive bomb- 
ers, then great four-motored heav- 
ies would come, and then me- 

diums, then dive bombers again, 
and then the ground troops 
would kick off, with air fighters 
continuing to work ahead of them. 

It was a thrilling plan tp listen 
to. General Bradley didn’t tell us 
the big thing—that this was Phase 

to prepare the country for war, 
until Hitler attacked Russia. His 
communist cohorts violently ob- 
structed such efforts in the war 

plants. Fish’s obstruction con- 

sisted of his single vote in con- 

gress. Marcantonio changed when 
Russia was attacked. Fish changed 
instantly when the United States 
was attacked. 

Dewey did repudiate Fish. 
Rosevelt has not repudiated Mar- 
cantonio. 

Yet here a political nobody is 

presented as a man of standing and 
a spokesman for millions in a dis- 

patch from a reputable news 

agency, thus endowing him with a 

completely fictitious importance. 

5. But other officers gave us the 
word. They said, “This is no 

limited objective drive. This is it. 
This is the big break-through.” 

In war everybody contributes 
something, no matter how small 

I or how far removed he may be. 
I But on the frontline, this break- 

through was accomplished by four 
fighting brances of the services 
and I don’t see truly how one could 
be given credit above another. 

None of the four could have done 
the job without the other three. 
The way they worked together 
was beautiful and precision,like, 
showering credit upon themselves 
and General Bradley’s planning. 
The four branches were the Air 
Corps, Tank, Artillery and Tnfan 
try. 

I went with the infantry because 
it is my love, and because I sus- 

pected the tanks, being spectac- 
ular, might smother the credit due 
the infantry. I teamed up with 
the Fourth Infantry Division since 
it was in the middle of the for- 
ward three and spearheading the 
attack. 

The first night behind the front- 
lines I slept comfortably on a cot 
in a tent at the division command 
post, and met for the first time the 
Fourth’s commander — Maj. Gen. 
Raymond O. Barton, a fatherly, 
kindly, thoughtful, good soldier. 

The second night I spent on the 
J_ _x_ n_. 
’■*** ui a iivav-ij 1 iciiv.u 

farmhouse, far up in the lines, 
with the nauseating odor of dead 
cows keeping me awake half the 
night. 

The third night I slept on the 
ground in an orchard even farther 
up, snugly dug in behind a hedge- 
row so the 88's couldn’t get at me 
so easily. And on the next day 
the wea/nr cleared, and the at- 
tack was on. It was Jhly 25. 

If you don’t have July 25 pasted 
in your hat I would advise you to 
do so immediately. At least paste it 
in your mind. For I have a hunch 
that July 25 of the year 1944 will 
be one of the great historic pin- 
nacles of this war. 

It was the day we began a 

mighty surge out of our confined 
Normandy spaces, the day we stop- 
ped calling our area the beach- 
head, and knew we were fighting 
a war across the whole expanse 
of France. 

From that day onward all dread 
possibilities and fears for disaster 
to our invasion were behind us. 
No longer was there any possibility 
of our getting kicked off. No longer 
could it be possible for fate, or wea- 

ther, or enemy to wound us fatally; 
from that day onward the future 

The Literary Guidepost 
ny junn ?r,i.ni 

“ON MY OWN,” by Walter B. Pit- 
kin (Scribners; $3.50). 
Walter B. Pitkin has had what us- 

ually is known as a full life, yet 
if he had not written a book called 
“Life Begins at Forty,” most of 
America would never have heard of 
him. He has written a great deal 
more than that one book, has trav- 
eled a lot, has eaten very generous- 
ly, and apparently teas met almost 
every sort of human being that ex- 
ists, and taken copious notes. In 
any case, I hope “On My Own” 
was written from notes, for it is so 
stuffed with people and incident 
that no man could have called it 
iup out of his memory. 

Mr. Pitkin was 66 years old last 
February. He began life in Ypsil- 
anti, Mich., which seems to produce 
individualists — John Challis is still 
making harpsichords there, and 
strange that seems. Pitkin was in- 
terested in psychology and philoso- 
phy and so on, and went abroad to 
study when the time came. His Ger- 
man and Italian experiences, and 
his eating are among the most 
readable pages of his autobiogra- 
phy. Although his odd effort to 
prove himself a “man without a 
culture,” and a “social misfit” has 

its points. 
Some 14 years before the first 

World War One Gen. Osius in Ger- 
many was explaining to Mr. Pit- 
kin Germany’s plans for conquer- 
ing the world. The plans have a 
very familiar sound; a reader 
might be forgiven for assuming that 
Hitler had talked with the general. 
The general had a family, and it, 
too, was convinced of the inevita- 
bility of Germn hegemony over the 
world,. But there was one matter, Mr Pitkin remembers, that trou- 
bled them. It was Russia. Osius 
told young Pitkin that Russia would 
be saved for the last, and then 
didn’t go over this part of the 
plan with Osius. 

The Pitkins were by no means 
wealthy—this fact and Pitkin’s own 
fascination with food, may have 
heightened the color of his Italian 
experience. He went to Rome for 
some sort of learned session, and 
watched the professors and their 
wives fight for food at a buffet 
supper. Mr. Pitkin means fight; ten 
years before the last war, Italian 
salaries weft so low that the wives 
of full professors brought parasols 
to the party, into which they stuff- 
ed whole chickens stolen from the 
tables 

could hold nothing for us but grow- 
ing strength and eventual victory. 

For five days and nights during 
that historic period I stayed at the 
front with our troops. And now, 
though it’s slightly delayed, I want 
to tell you about it in detail from 

day to day, if you will be that 
patient. 

-V- 

Daily Prayer 
VICTORY WITHOUT 

VENGEANCE 
As Thou dost give success to the 

forces of the United Nations, O 
Almighty Ruler of the Universe, 
we pray that Thou wilt also bestow 
upon us spiritual victory in our 

own hearts. May all of our leaders 
and fighters escape the contagion 
of brutality. Prevent us from des- 
cending to the heathen levels of 
hatred and vengeance. While do- 
ing justice and executing right- 
we also show chivalry to a beat- 
eousness upon the criminals, may 
en foe. Grant us a stern sense of 
justice, as we prepare the world 
for its good time coming; but 
teach us also how to forebear and 
to forgive; that all the world may 
share an equitable peace. Breathe 
upon us the magnanimous Spirit 
of Jesus toward those who have 
bitterly wronged us. And, for the 
glory of Thy great name, and for 
the sake of all Thy children, dom- 
inate our wills by purposes of 
peace. Amen.—W. T. E. 

-y-:— 

LETTER BOX 
PRAISES COMMENT 

To The Editor: 
I have read with great interest 

the editorial in last Sunday’s Star- 
News entitled "Wilmington’s Fu- 
ture.” This is one of the soundest 
sanest comments on post-war un- 

dertakings that I have seen pub- 
lished in any community in the 
state. 

The spirit reflected in this edi- 
torial is one which might will be 
emulated by all cities and com- 
munities in the state. I commend 
most heartily the sentiments man- 
ifested in this editorial and am 
confident that the people of Wil- 
mington will share these senti- 
ments and will be prepared 
to meet whatever problems may 
arise in the difficult days ahead. 

J. MELVILLE BROUGHTON, 
Governor 

Governor’s Office, 
Raleigh, N. C., 
Aug. 4, 1944. 

CHURCH WORKER 
To The Editor: 

Mr. James V. Creasy, of Wil- 
(Continued on Page 8 

Interpreting 
The War 

By ELTON C. FAY 
(Associated Press War Analyst, From Japan there comes the sertion that the combined fleet 

doubtedly is mapping strategy defeat the enemy with one SWoo 
° 

There is desperation in £ 
statement. The situation in tb 
Pacific has reached the poi 

* 

where there is little choice left either the Japanese fleet must I? 
tempt to w:n with one 

a,‘ 

surrender ignominously. 
render and there seems no reas™ 
to expect a chance. S0B 

If the Japanese navy does indeeH decide on one last, concentrated at tempt to break the ring closing j„ from the sea, air and land 
engagement of the main fieets 

” 

that battle should transcend in f.7 
power and destruction any enga^ met at sea in the world's history The United States has mustered 
in the Pacific the mightiest ar. mada of fighting ships, aircraft carriers and trains of supply and repair vessels ever assembled i. 
the other side of the threatened East Ind es, Britain’s vastly au„. 
mented Indian ocean fleet’stand! 
by to strike. 

Japan's fleet remains a power 
ful force, despite the steady attri- 
tion from American naval and air attacks. She has lost onlv three 
--« uapnai Ile»t 
of unknown size but perhaps in the 
neighborhood of 15 to 18. In caj. 
riers her losses have been severe 
7 sunk, 4 of them in the Battle oi 
Midway alone. 

Earlier in the war, Japan was 
prodigious in expending her cruis- 
ers and destroyers. The toll o! 
cruisers now is in excess of so, 
with about 150 destroyers lost! 
The bulk of these losses occurred 
in the days when she gambled 
heavily before she began husband- 
ing her ships for the last effort. 

Her losses now result from the 
American navy and air force 
hunting down her fleet and cargo 
ships—as they did last week at the 
Bonin islands where a convoy was 
destroyed by the planes and guns 
of a United States task force which 
swept up to within 600 miles of 
Tokyo. 

The naval losses Japan has suf- 
fered must be presumed to be com- 

pensated for to some extent by her 
building program of recent years 
before American submarines, 
planes and surface craft began 
edging into the shipping lanes 
through which move ship building 
material and the airforces’ super- 
fortress planes started strategic 
attacks on Japanese industry. 

That time has passed and her 
fleet-in-being is being compressed 
by the advance of Allied power. 
Sooner or later, those elements of 
the fleet wiiicn escape engage- 
ments, which are not cut off by 
an American dominated «ne 

straight through to the coast of 
I PVtino -miici -fall Hanlr in rlpfpnH 

the home islands. The Japanese 
cannot afford to let carriers ap- 

proach within 400 miles of Japan, 
They certainly cannot have Ameri- 
can battleships, with their 16-inch 
gunfire, standing off the Japanese 
coast when all but a handful of 

Nipponese cities are within gun 

range of the coast. 
Any challenge now must be in 

the nature of the one swoop the 

Tokyo admiralty is reported map- 

ping. There is no other choice, 

25 Years Ago 
Today 

(FROM THE FILES 
OF THE STAR-NEWS) 
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An appreciable increase is shown 
in the county tax rate for the new 

year through figures made pub .c 

today by the county auditor, follow- 

ing an adjourned meeting of the 
1 commissioners. The new poll tax 

will be $4.41, an increase of $1® 
over last year. The new property 
tax rate was fixed at $1.65 on the 

$100 valuation—an increase of 25 

cents. 

Striking shopmen discussed house 

r'ents and the high cost of living a 

an enthusiastic and largely atten 

ed meeting in the Odd Fellows but- 

ding today and heard R. E. Falling- 

han, general chairman of the Brot 

erhood of Railway Carmen, of Am- 

erica, in an interesting address. 

Hog cholera in the county and es- 

pecially in and around Winter Par 

must be eliminated quickly or a. 

alarming condition will be brmign 
r.hr.11* Ft- H F Huffman, of tf* 

Federal bureau of animal husban 

ry told citizens of that communi. 
last night in an address at t 

school house. 

As regards attendance. Robeso.. 

county will probably carry off 
banner at the North Carolina Goc 
Roads convention to be held a 

Wrightsville Beach beginning .. 

nesday and continuing through fy 
day the 15th. At any rate this wou 

be assumed from the list of de.e 

gates that has been forwarded 
A. McGirt, president of the assaj 
ciation, by M. W. Floyd, clerk 
the Robeson board of commissi® 
ers. 

—-V-- 
Another New Plastic 

A new featherweight plast‘.J' 
which expands to 30 times 1 

normal size in 10 minutes, has 

been developed which promise 
to have many peace-time apph®** 
tions especially as an insulator. 


