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Leaf Prices 
Net 43 1-2 
On Average 

PROWERS ARE PLEASED 

Opening Day Sales Show 
Better Prices Paid 

Than In 1943 

FLORENCE, S. C., Aug. 8. 

^_(/P)_Sales on the Caroli- 
nas border tobacco belt open- 
ed today with prices averag- 
ing about the government 
ceiling of 43 1-2 cents. 

The War Food Administration re- 

ported that average prices for most 

grades were steady to $1 a hun- 
dred pounds higher than the aver- 

ages on the opening day last ytur. 

ters and lugs were up from $2 to 

$3, the WFA reported, while the 
best thin nondescript showed a loss 
of $7. 

The WFA report said the bulk of 
sales ranged from $41 to $45 with 
a few lots selling up to $48. The 
estimated general average on sev- 

eral markets ranged from $42 to 
44. the WFA said. 

The report continued: 
The sales volume was fairly 

heavy with most markets selling 
their allotted time. Offerings were 

composed principally of fair to fine 
lugs. Cutters and leaf appeared in 
much larger quantities than on 

the opening day last year. I,ow 
quality grades and nondescript 
showed a sharp decrease in vol- 
ume. 

The WFA gave this comparison 
of opening day prices this year 
and last year: Good lemon cutters 
S46, up $1; fair lemon cutters $45, 
up SI: low lemon cutters $44, fcn- 
rhanged; low orange cutters $44, 
up $2; choice lemon lugs $45, up 
$1; fine lemon lugs $44, up $1; good 
lemon lugs $43, up $1; fair lemon 
lugs $42, up $1; good orange lugs 
$43, up $1; fair orange lugs $41, 
unchanged: low orange lugs $39, 
up $3: nondescript $26, down $7; 
best thin nondescript $26, down $7. 

Reports from most of the 15 mar- 
kets in North Carolina and South 
Carolina said growers were ob- 
virmslt* wpII nlpaspH wifh fhpir 

turns. 
At Dillon, however, ft was said 

many growers expressed bewilder- 
ment over the small differential be- 
tween very poor rades and very 
good grades. 

The markets opened a week lat- 
er than scheduled as the result of 
a “sales holiday” which was ar- 

ranged to permit state and indus- 
try spokesmen to plead with the of- 
fice of price administration for a 

ceiling of 45 1-2 cents in this belt. 
OPA turned down the request. 

Reports from the various mar, 
kets said the quality was better 
than on opening day last year. 

Sales were lighter than on nor 
mal opening days because of weath 
er conditions immediately preced- 
ing the belt’s opening, shortage of 
farm labor, and other factors. 

Mullins noted its 50th anniver- 
*ary as a tobacco market. The 
first sale was started by A. B. Ed- 
wards, 76, who likewise started the 
first sale a half a century ago. 

I The 1944 crop is estimated at $74,- 
225.000 pounds for this belt by the 
War Food Administration. 

The Lumberton, N. C. market 
sold 495,006 pounds and set the 
highest average in the history o 
the market, $43.43 per hundred 
Growers received $214,982.74 for 
the day’s sale and no tags were 
~“vu' align UctaJVClS UlUUglH 

per hundred. 
Whiteville's first day sales to- 

taled 550,492 pounds, averaging 
51115, Sales Supervisor M. B. Kib- 
ler, Jr., said. A top price of 49 
cents was paid, with good tobacco 
bringing from 45 to 47 cents. Ware 
housemen, farmers and independ- 
ent buyers were pleased with ope- 
ning results. 

Beports from the belt included: 
Dillon—Estimated 136,000 pounds 

s°ld for average of 43.75 cents. 
Farmers generally pleased with 
average. Relatively few piles sold 
out of the 41-46 cents range and 
there was scant reward for careful 
grading. The floors were cleared 
and light sales are expected tomor- 
row. 

Kingstree — Approximately 160, 
™ Pounds sold for estimated av- 
erage of 43 cents. Farmers were 

j 'veil pleased with the prices but 

j “^satisfaction wa» expreseed that 
| ,e selling time this year is limit 
s ed to three and one half hours. 

Clarkton — A total of 72,468 
Pounds was sold at an average 

j °f 43.71 cents. 
i Mullins—This market, the larg 
j est on the belt, sold 614,686 pounds 

for 5264,397 or an average of 43:1 
| cents a pound. 

F-’ke City—Between 550,000 and 
| 

™ 000 pounds sold at an estimate 
: average of little above 43 cents, 
i radically all quality grades sold 

at Prices of from 41 to 47 cents 
and little distinction was shown. 

he growers seemed satisfied. 
he imont—Official figures show- 

ed 363.242 pounds sold for $157,629.- 
'Continued on Page Two; Col. 2) 

Tar Heel Ace 

Maj. George E. Preddy of 
Greensboro, Mustang fighter pi- 
lot with the U. S. Eighth Air 
Force, reported Sunday that he 
shot down six enemy fighter 
planes in a few minutes near 

Hamburg, Germany. It was a 

feat seldom equalled in this war. 

Major Preddy now stands close to 
the top of Allied aces in the Euro- 
pean theatre. His record shows 24 
1-2 planes of the enemy destroyed 
in the air and six on the ground. 

WAGNER TO FACE 
G. 0. P/S CURRAN 

By The Associated Press 
New York Democrats renomi- 

nated Sen. Robert F. Wagner to- 

day, and Republican leaders of 
that state agreed upon Secretary 
of State Thomas J. Curran as his 
opponent in the November gener- 
al election. 

Curran's formal selection by the 
G. O. P. convention later in the 
Jay was regarded as a formality 
after Republican State Chairman 
Edwin F. Jaeckle announced at 

Albany that a concensus of the ex- 

ecutive committee agreed on the 
15-year-old Manhattan attorney. 
He was the choice of Gov. Thomas 
E. Dewey, the party’s presidential 
nominee. 

In Connecticut4, thfe state Repub- 
lican convention renominated Sen. 
John A. Danaher and Gov. Ray- 
mond E. Baldwin. 

In Arkansas predictions of a 

heavy Democratic runoff primary 
yote failed to materialize up to 
noon despite the bitterly-contested 
race between freshman Congress- 
man J. W. Fulbright and Gov. Ho- 
mer M. Adkins for the Senate seat 
Df Mrs. Hattie Caraway. Reports 
placed the vote at mid-day as 

slightly less than in the first pri- 
mary two weeks ago in which 
Mrs. Caraway was defeated. 

The day’s other political activity 
included a Vermont primary. 

-v- 

Chorines To Hit 
Fox Hole Circuit 

NEW YORK, Aug. 8.—<.P>—The 
:1amor for glamor by G. I. Joes 
overseas is about to be rewarded 
with real, live chorus girls, as dis- 
tinguished from the pin-up version 
playing the fox-hole circuit for the 
first time. 

USO-camp shows announced to- 

day that chorus lines will move in 
on the front lines early in the fall 
when the organization sends the 
first of several streamlined Broad- 
way musical comedies to the war 
zones. 

-V- 

Swiss Report Parisians 
Suffering From Hunger 

NEW YORK, Aug. 8.—{IP)— The 
Office of War Informations today 
quoted the Swiss newspaper Trib- 
une De Geneve as saying in a dis- 
patch datelined from Paris that 
the Parisians “have almost noth- 
ing to eat” because warfare has 
cut off the food supply from Nor- 
mandy. 

Jap Capture 
OfHengyang 
Big Victo 

HARD BLOW TO 

Allied Forces Win 
On All Other Fronts 

In Asiatic Area 

By RAY CRONIN 
Associated Press War Editor 

The Japanese have won a 

major victory in China—cap- 
ture of the vital railway 
junction city of Hengyang. 

While Allied arms throughout 
the Pacific Asiatic war theater 
were inflicting reverses on the 
Nipponese in almost every action 
zone, word reached Chungking to- 
day that the heroic Chinese de- 
fenders of Hengyang had been 
killed virtually to the last man. 

Radio Tokyo said Japanese forces 
completely occupied the city, on 
the Canton Hankow railway in 
Hunan province some 300 miles 
north of Canton. Tokyo further 
claimed that four Chinese divisions 
and supporting American forces 
were wiped out. There was no al- 
lied confirmation as to the presence 
of American forces in Hengyang. 

The railway city, besieged by 
the Japanese for many weeks, was 
a major objective in the Nippon of- 
fensive designed to gain complete 
control of the rail line and thus 
cut China in two. Some sections 
of the railway remain in Chinese 
hands. 

The war picture in all other bat- 
tle areas favored the Allies. 

The end of Japanese resistance 
on Guam island neared. 

The Chinese were closing in on 

the major Japanese base in Yun- 
nan province near the Burma bor- 
der. 

The Japanese continued their dis- 
orderly retreat in the frontier re- 

gion between India and Blskhkkh. 
The Japanese people were warn- 

ed by their premier. Gen. Koiso, 
that American successes in t h e 

Pacific confront the empire with 
“National difficulties of unprece- 
dented seriousness.” 

Total conquest of Guam neared 
as American Marines and soldiers 
went about the job of snuffing out 
the last traces of Japanese oppo- 
sition. The Yanks were closing in 

rapidly — but with deliberation— 
on Nippon remnants cornered in a 

narrowing sector of the Northern 
mountain region. 

--V- 

Paralysis Outbreak 
Greatest Since 1916 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 8—Iff)—Re- 
ports to the Public Health Serv- 
ice indicated today that the cur- 

rent outbreak of infantile paraly- 
sis is the most severe since 1916. 

In the past five weeks, 2,270 
cases have been reported through- 
out the nation. This compares with 
1,422 reported in the correspond- 
ing period of 1943. That year was 

described as rather bad in inci- 
dence of poliomylitis. 

Only incomplete reports for the 
week ended Saturday had been 

received, but in most cases the 

reporting states showed an in- 
crease of over the proceding 
week. 

-V- 

Prime Minister Visits 
Normandy Battle front 

SUPREME HEADQUARTERS 
ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY 
FORCE, Aug. 8.—(TP)—Prime Min- 
ister Churchill visited the Nor- 

mandy battlefront again today, 
supreme headquarters d: closed to- 

night. 
During his vi»it the prime min- 

ister received first hand informa- 
tion on the recent Allied advances 

from Gen. Sir Bernard L. Mont- 
gomery and Lt. Gen. Omar Brad- 
ley. 

Before leaving for Normandy 
Churchill conferred with King 
George VI. 

Eight German Officers Hanged 
London, Aug. 8—u»—Eight 

expelled army officers were 

hanged today in the Hitler as- 

sassination purge, Berlin an- 

nounced amid rumors — un- 

substantiated by German or 

by Allied authorities — that 
Heinrich Himmler had been 
killed and Hermann Goering 
wounded in a new outbreak 
against the Nazi regime. 
Official broadcasts said Field 

Marshal Erwin Von Witzlebsn 
was hanged with seven col- 

leagues for their confessed 
participation in the July 20 

conspiracy to kill Adolf Hit- 

ler and surrender Germany to 

the Allies. 
The death sentences were 

carried out just two hours 
after a red roped “people’s 
count” convicted the defend- 
ants of high treason. 

The two-day trial developed 

a story of vast intrigue against 
Hitler and dissatisfafon itc 
Hitler and dissatisfaction of 
high officers over his military 
ineptitude. 

The rumor that Gestapo 
Chief Himmler was dead 
came from the British front in 
Normandy said a newly-cap- 
tured German intelligence 
officer related that Himmler 
had been killed and Goering, 
Hitler's second in command, 
wounded. Other prisoners of- 
fered to corroborate the offi- 
cer’s story, but all the cap- 
tives’ information was based 
on what they had been told and 
not what they themselves had 
observed. 

(One German officer cap- 
tured in Normandy related that 
he had made a “pep talk” to 
his troops and for want of 

something else had made up 

a story that Himmler was 

dead, in order to encourage 
them, the British radio said. 
There was no indication, how- 
ever, that this officer was the 
same one referred to in the 
Normandy dispatch). 

Berlin’s official account of 
the hangings named those kill- 
ed as Von Witzleben, the 
chief defendant, Maj. Gen. 
Erich Hoeppner, Maj. Gen. Hel- 
mut Stieff, Lt. Gen. Paul Von 
Hase, Lt. Robert Bernardis, 
Capt. Friedrich Karl Klausing. 
Lt. Albrecht Von Hegan and 
Lt. Peter Count York Von 
Wartenburg. AH the property 
of the executed men was con- 
fiscated by the Reich. 

This brought to 16 the deaths 
which Berlin has announced in 

connection with the bomb ex- 

plosion which bruised and 
burned Hitler. 

ONRUSHING AMERICANS, CANADIANS 
(ffiNLY no MILES AWAY FROM PARIS; 
f: GERMANS STEM RUSSIAN OFFENSIVE 
rasp ». n 

NAZI RESERVES 
USED IN FIGHT 

Battle Rages All Along 
Lengthy East Front; 

Reds Claim Wins 

LONDON, Wednesday, Aug. 
9.—</P)—The Germans are 

launching desperate counter- 
attacks along virtually all of 
the 1,000-mile eastern front 
but are being “bled white,” 
Moscow reported today as it 
appeared that the'Nazis had 
managed to stem the Red 
army advance by drawing 
heavily on their dwindling 
central reserves. 

A nearly-morning supplement to 
the Soviet war bulletin underscor- 
ed the German counter-blows in 
nearly every sector but asserted 

flatly that all were repulsed and 

added, “our troops are stubbornly 
advancing.” 

One such Nazi counterattack has 
been smashed after several days 
of bitter fighting on the Latvian 
Lithuanian border and the Russians 
have resumed their push toward 
Riga, the regular Soviet midnight 

All the while the Russians con- 

tinued to mass men and material 
for a new steamroller eastern front 
drive that may carry all the way 
te Berlin- 

Both Soviet and German commu- 

niques confirmed essentially that 
thq great Russian summer offen- 
sive new in its 48th day, had lost 
the sweeping mobility that marked 
its progress during the first 40 
days, but the German lines were 
strained and creaking, and failure 
at any point might spell disaster 
for the Reich. 

The Soviet pressure continued in- 
exorably, Eddy Gilmore, Associat- 
ed Press correspondent in Moscow, 
said, reporting that Marshal Kon- 
stantin K. Rokossovsky’s men gain- 
ed six miles against bitter resis- 
tance in the northward expansion 
toward Warsaw of their positions 
on the west side of the Vistula 
river and also edged slightly south- 
westward' toward Krakow. 

Similarly, in the south, Marshal 
Ivan Konev and Gen. I. E. Pry- 
tov edged forward within 33 miles 
of the old Czechoslovak frontier. 

To bolster the lines and imple- 
ment the desperation-born counter- 
attacks, the Gentians are throw- 

ing into battle everything they 
have, “even road building, air- 
drome and other rear detach- 
ments,” Moscow said. 

-V- 

BKi LLlrrfcK MJir 
CRASHES IN CUBA 

HAVANA, Aug. 8—I/ft—The four- 
engined clipper used by Pan uAmer- 
ican Airways in blazing a trans- 
pacific trail to China crashed while 
taking off from the port of Antilla 
today, and at least two passengers 
were killed. 

Fifteen other passengers could 
not be accounted for on the first 
check, and there was no way to 
determine the full toll until the 
plane could be lifted out of the 
water. 

Airline officials at Miami, Fla., 
said it was impossible to learn 
immediately whether the passen- 
gers not accounted for were mingl- 
ed with the crowd of spectators, 
or whether they had been lost. 

Nine passengers and five crew 

men were safe. 
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Allied Armies Driving Toward Paris 
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STATUTE Milts) 
Allied troops (arrows), now virtually in control of the Normandy and Brittany peninsulas are driv- 

ing in the direction of Paris. This map shows the a pproximate front and the areas within 100 miles of 
Paris. (AP wirephoto). 

Ne w Hanover County 
Has 5th Polio Case 

One new case of polio was reported in New Hanover 
county last night, boosting# the total number of cases in 
the county to five, according to Dr. J. B. Sidbury, who an- 
nounced that.a suspect case he is treating had been diag- 
nosed as “very mild.” 

A nmnll T HIT- 
“-O * --***^*W*, VO. 

sonboro Sound, is the fifth .regional 
victim of infantile paralysis. She 
has not been admitted to a hospi- 
tal. 

Another suspect case, under the 
supervision of Dr. E. V. Turner, is 
believed to be negative, it was re- 
vealed last night. However, the pa- 
tient is still under observation. 

The ban on all gatherings of chil- 
dren under 15 years of age, which 
was ordered Monday by Dr. A. H. 
Elliot, city-county health officer, 
is being enforced in strict compli- 
ance with regulations of the Con- 
solidated Board of Health. 

Parents of young children have 
been asked by the health board for 
complete cooperation in forbidding 
all gatherings- Forbidden are pic- 
nics, street games, church gather- 
ings, swimming pool parties, thea- 
ter-going, operation of any day 
nurseries, home and playground 
parties. 

The New Hanover county school 
board will be agreeable to follow 
recommendations of the health 
board relative to the postponement 
of school openings. Dr. J. T. Hog- 
gard, chairman of the county school 
stated yesterday. 

“We will open the schools in 

accordance with the wish of the 

health authorities”, he declared. 

Previously, Dr. Elliot said that an 

emergency committee from the 

board of health has recommended 
that opening be deferred. Postpone- 
ment until September 18 is the. 
wish of the state health authorities. 

SMALL JAP FORCE 
REMAINS IN BURMA 

SOUTHEAST ASIA COMMAND 
HEADQUARTERS, KANDY, Cey- 
lon, Aug. 8.—UP)—Less than 5.000 
effective Japanese fighting men 

were reported left in India todajr 
and an Allied spokesman declared 
that the Japanese who invaded 

Manipur s^ate “have taken big- 
gest' hiding they’ve had on any 

front.” 
The Northeast India campaign 

and Gen. Joseph W. Stilwell’s push 
in the north Burmese mountains 
resulted in the death of 42,000 Jap- 
anese and liquidation of four of 

Japan’s nine Burma divisions, the 

spokesman said. 
He said the Allies planned to 

drive the Japanese across the 

Chindwin river and “keep them 

moving if we can.” He suggested 
the enemy might retreat as far as 

Mandalay, but warned of his fa- 

miliar trick of “hitting back when 
he appears to be in a bad way.” 

-V- 
ADOLF PAGES BENITO 

NEW YORK, Aug. 8.—<P>— an 

American broadcasting station in 

Europe broadcast recorded by 
United States government moni- 
tors said tonight that Adolf Hitler 
had summoned Benito Mussolini 
to Berchtes«aden for an emergen- 
cy meeting. 

WORKERS’ BILL 
STIRS CONFLICT 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 8.—(/F)— P 

sharp conflict over postwar unem- 

ployment compensation payments 
to discharged war workers broke 
out on the floor today immediatelj 
after the Senate got down to wort 
on overall legislation to cushion the 
economic impact of any sudder 
German collapse. 

Republican arguments that the 
Murray-Kilgore bill to set up a su- 

per reconversion agency with au 

thority to require payments up 
to $35 a week would shackle laboi 
under government domination 
were countered by Senator Wag- 
ner (D-NY) who urged: 

“Let us not be blinded by the 

lobby of state bureaucrats who 
come down here and tell us to dc 

nothing whatsoever that may aj 
feet them.” 

BRITISH PAPERS 
BANNED BY ARMY 

LONDON, Aug. 8—(A1)—The sal. 
of British newspapers and maga 
zines was banned in U. S. Arm; 
camps in Britain today until aftei 
the American presidential election 

The Army said the action wai 

taken under the soldiers’ votinj 
law requirement which says ‘nt 
member of the U. S. Armed force: 
shall have his vote influenced ir 
any way.” 

NAZI POSITIONS 
HIT BY BOMBERS 

LONDON, Wednesday, Aug. 9.— 
(IP)—More than 3,500 planes smash- 
ed at German front positions in 
strong support of ground troops 
driving toward Paris, but the tre- 
mendous effect of the aerial bar- 
rage was marred by .a report that 
some of the bombs were unloaded 
on Allied troops. 

Waves of U. S. heavy bombers, 
in a violent, heavy smash, tore the 
Germans loose from their bristling 
defenses below Caen, opening the 
space for Canadian tanks to lead 
the drive, after 1,000 RAF heavies 
had softened the same positions 14 

I hours before. 
The American heavies stabbed 

through heavy flak, intense as any 
encountered over Europe, some 

bombers, including the lead plane 
which controlled the bombing oi 
one formation, dropped their ex- 

plosives among Allied troops, caus- 

ing casualties. 
The incident recalled another un- 

fortunate occurrence July 25, when 
the Americans opened their offen- 
sive in the path of 1,500 Americans 

heavy bombers. Their targets dis- 
torted by rolling smoke and dust 
clouds, the bombers ‘dropped five 
per cent of their explosives on Al- 
lied positions. 

Thirteen Fortresses and Libera- 
tors were missing from today’s 
attack and 13 of the fighter escort 
were lost. 10 of the bomber^ fell 
in the Caen sector, where the bom- 
bers hovered in a sky blackened 
10 to 15 minutes by flak- Four en- 

emy planes were shot down and one 

destroyed on the ground. 
-V- 

> SHEEP ASPHYXIATED 
■ PORTERVILLE, Calif., Aug- 8, 

—(AP)—Approximately 1,200 sheep 
were killed last night by a poison- 
ous spray which driftel from a 

i nearby olive grove in the Sauce- 
I lito district here, it was reported 

today. 
;| T. L. Cloer, on whose Lanrgohe 

sheep were grazing, said the ani- 
I mals were asphyxiated by fumes. 

Accused Jewel Thieves 
Held Under $5,000 Bond 
Bill Rising, 31, and C. L. Bair 

39, both charged with store- 
breaking, larceny and receiving 
in connection with the theft of 
approximately $6,500 in jewelry 
from Kingoft’s jewelry store 
here July 15, were bound over 

to the next term of New Han- 
over Superior court when pro- 
bable cause was found at a 

preliminary hearing yesterday 
in recorder’s court. Bond was 

fixed at $5,000 each. 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 

tion files list Bair’s name as 

Francis Elva Smith, but the 
Durham native who came to 
this community six months 

ago, goes under aliases of 
“Blackie” and “Big Time 
Charlie”, officers said. 

Bair was quoted by police as 

saying that he escaped from 

the Huntsville, Texas penitent- 
iary in 1941, where he claims 
he was serving a 25-year sen- 

tence for bank robbery. Police 

here are waiting for confir- 
mation of his statement from 
Huntsville authorities. 

Approximately a third of the 
stolen jewels were recovered 
three weeks ago in Lumberton, 
where they had been sold. 

Police said that the Kingoff 
establishment was entered 
through a ventilator in the 
roof. The thieves made their 
way from the second floor 
stockroom to the main floor, 
where they helped themselves 
to rings from the front window 
and cleaned out several show- 
cases of rings, watches and 
pins. A note scribbed on own- 

er Ben Kingoff’s desk read 
“Thanks for everything.” 

Rising’s brother. Robert, 
was sent to state prison in Jan- 
uary for an aggregate sentence 
of 15 years, follok ng his admis. 
sion that he was involved in a 

string of local holdups and rob- 
beries. 

HEAVY BOMBERS 
AIDING ADVANCE 

Many Enemy Strongholds 
Blocking Offensive 

Rolled To Side 
SUPREME HEADQUAR- 

rERS ALLIED EXPEDI- 
riONARY FORCE, Wednes- 
lay, Aug. 9.—</P)—The Ca- 
nadians in their first great 
offensive in France smashed 
five miles yesterday into 
some of the strongest enemy 
lines before Paris, whose de- 
fenses 110 miles to the south- 
west were imperiled by on- 

rushing Americans pounding 
at the gateway of Le Mans. 

More than 1,000 U. S. Heavy 
bombers—defying flak as intense 
as any met over Europe—shattered 
bristling strong points below Caen 
on the shortest route to Paris. Ca- 
nadian tanks and infantry poured 
through the breaches and fought 
down the road' to about 110 miles 
from the capital. ,> 

One by one enemy strongholds 
which had blocked the Paris high- 
way since D-Day were rolled up, 
and last night the Canadians were 

reported engaging the enemy at 
Cintheaux, 8 1-2 miles south of 
Caen. 

The advance was not without its 
cost, for flak shot down one of 
the lead bombers, and its formation 
loosed some of its cargo on Allied 
positions, causing casualties remi- 
niscent of those on the American 
front in the breakout bombing 
west of St. Lo. 

Canadian tank* ^hnd infantry 
raced through the dust pall acrosis 
the rolling wheatlands and pas- 
tures, seized the hamlet of Gau- 
mesnil, and faced east to engag* 
20 tiger tanks forming for a coun- 

terthrust. 
Ten miles beyond the point of 

farthest advance reported yester- 
day, Lt. Gen. Omar N. Bradley’s 
doughboys were closing in on Le 

Mans — by German accounts in 
force—and one dispatch said van- 

guards had reached the big rail- 
road and highway center. 

These developments fell on the 
26th anniversary of Germany’s 
blackest hour in the first World War 
when the Kaiser’s high command 
decided that further resistance was 

hopeless. 
But today, despite the crumbling 

defenses of Normandy and Brit- 
tany, the enemy fought fiercely— 
below Vire, before the British 
across the Orne southwest of Caen, 
and in the doomed north Brittany 
port of St. Malo. 

In the Vire pocket, the lines sway- 
ed around Cherence-le Roussel, 
where four enemy tank divisions 
which tried to break through th« 
Avranches corridor were being 
ground to pieces between Ameri- 
can armor striking from north 
south and west. 

In an advance of 10 miles south- 
west of Vire, the Americans over- 

ran Gathemo, threatening to pinch 
off the enemy forces still fighting 
back with ever-feebler counterat- 
tacks around Cherence-le Roussel, 

On the north Brittany coast, 
American force broke into the be- 

sieged port of St. Malo at three 

points, a front dispatch said, and 

fierce fighting raged in the ruined 
streets. 

\r_ 

ALLIES PREPARE 
GOTHIC ASSAULT 

ROME, Aug. 8.—(A>) — British 

troops splashing through the rain, 
were wiping out the last islands of 
enemy resistance south of the Ar- 
no river around Florence today, 
while the bulk of the Allied armies 
in Italy rested for the grand as- 

sault on the Gothic line just ahead, 
There was hard fighting on high 

ground in the big end of the Arne 
east of Florence. 

But even this was on a small 
scale when compared with the 
slugging that has carried the Al- 
lies most of the way up the moun- 

tainous peninsula to positions be- 
fore the heavily fortified Gothic 
line above Florence and Pisa. 

Eighth Army patrols were feel- 
ing out the enemy dispositions. 

-V-- 
FRANCO PLOT DISCLOSED 

NEW YORK, Aug- 8.—(/P)—A plo 
to overthrow Generalissimo Fran 
cisco Franco of Spain was report 
ed today by DNB, the Germa.r 
news agency, which asserted ag- 
ents charged with engineering the 
coup had been arrested in Moroc- 
co. The rebroadcast of the report 
was heard bv NBC 
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