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Jap Planes 
Forced Out 
Of Mindanao 
U, S. BLASTS DAVO 

Tokyo Warns Huge Opera- 
tions Against Philip- 
pines, Formosa Near 

By RAY CRONIN- 

Associated Press War Editor 

The furious aerial prelude in Am- 

jjlua's battle to rescue the Phi- 

linpines has driven the Japanese 
airforce from its fields on south- 

ern Mindanao, Gen. Douglas Mac- 

Afthur reported today in announc- 

ing a record 130-ton raid on Davao. 

The ever-harder smashes against 
Japan's far-flung holdings prompt- 
ed radio Tokyo simultaneously to 

warn its people that huge opera- 

tions were imminent against the 

Philippines. Formosa, the Bonin 

islands some 600 miles south of 

Japan and that Japan itself would 

be subject to heavy air raids. 
Another enemy broadcast said 

the Japanese diet would meet in 
extraordinary session Wednesday 
to hear a “clarification” of Prem- 
ier Koiso’s policies. 

Plaster Airbases 
Lightning fighters, flying :-scord 

distances for the southwest Pacific 
theater, joined with bombers to 

plaster new ruin on airbases of the 
Davai region of the southern Philip- 
pines Saturday. Three interceptors 
which attacked were shot downa. 

MacArthur’s communique said it 
was “apparent the enemy’s air 
force has been driven from the 
fields of southern Mindanao,” the 
presumed objective of the Allied 
drive to recapture the Archipelago. 

The Saturday raid topped even 

the attack of the previous day, in 
which 110 tons were unloaded on 
Davao. 

Pacific aerial warfare in general 
continued adverse to the Japanese. 
They were also losing ground in 
northern Burma and in southwest 
China. The only advantage the Nip- 
ponese held in the vast Pacific-Asi- 
atic war theater was in China’s 
bloody Hunan province where vital 
air fields and railways are their 
objectives. 

Lash Airdromes • 

At Davao, only 600 miles south- 
east of Manila, the American fliers 
lashed airdromes with 110 tons of 
bombs. Major fires blazed in the 
target areas where damage was 
extensive. Twenty six Japanese 
fighter planes and 11 bombers, 

I 
taught on the ground were de- 
stroyed. An interceptor was shot 
down. Two U. S. bombers were vic- 
tims of Japanese antiaircraft fire. 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 7) 

MAN RETREAT 
ROUTES SMASHED 

Bombers Deliver New Set- 
backs To Troops Try- 
ing To Flee Balkans 

fiOAIE. Sept. 3.—7?—Hundreds of 
American heavy bombers scourged 
Germany retreat routes in the Bal- 
™‘s for the second straight day 

delivering new and possib- 
ly disastrous setbacks to the Nazis 

At the same time Corsica-based 
Thunderbolts ranged northern Italy 
•td the Italian-French frontier, de- 
*troying six locomotives and straf- 
ing more than 10 railroad cars ful- 
y loaded with motor transport and 
*nemy personnel. 

no hea.bas concentrated their 
■acks today on rail centers in 
ugoslavia and Hungary. They de- 
‘tojed a ferry over the Danube as 

J fighters also ranged the 

^fiside. strafing roads and air- 

A number of enemy pianes were 
°n the ground but not a 

in y6 (ferman Plans was sighted 
1 o air, early reports to 15th Air 

,r.ce headquarters said. 
‘hei-ators paid special attention 

g,aa‘road bridges at Szeged and 

"J01- important communication 
.J1 es over the Tisza river in Hun- 
tJ; Pilots declared the results 
jj,,,1,. be described as “good bomb- 

Lfteenth Air Force headquarters 
pi! 

JUnced Lightning and Mustang 
lS who strr'ed yesterday com 

Va,l 
Catl0n 1ines in the Moravt 

Yugoslavia from Nis t< 

154 destroyed 82 locomotices 
oil t 0ti°r veLicles, 113 boxcars, 191 

and rf0 Cars’ l1 gasoline truck: 

I'iotp-131" led an additional 21 loco 
ovpJ!n 70 niotor vehicles am 

r *00 rail cars. 

Envoy To France? 

Washington diplomatic sources 
forecast the appointment of Nor- 
man Armour, acting chief of the 
State Department division of Lat- 
in American Republics, as U. S. 
envoy to the provisional Govern- 
ment of France. (International). 

ALLIES INCREASE 
BURMA HOLDINGS 

Forces Now Control More 
Than 20,000 Square 

Miles Of Territory 
SOUTHEAST ASIA COMMAND 

HEADQUARTERS, Kandy, Ceylon, 
Sept. 3.—UP)—Allied forces driving 
the Japanese southward now con- 

trol more than 20,000 square miles 

of North Burma, nearly a tenth of 

the country’s total area, and have 

all but completed potentially use- 

ful lines of communication cutting 
across great barriers of the ter- 

rain from India to the China fron- 

tier. 
Americans, British, Imperials 

and Chinese have an east-to-west 

line looking southward down all 

the Burma valleys which form the 
natural lines of communication. 
They have gone a long way toward 
solution of what Admiral Lord 
Louis Mountbatten, supreme com- 

mander in Asia, recently called a 

“logistical nightmare.” 
Chinese patrols are across the 

Irrawaddy river in Bui'ma, south- 
east of the fallen Japanese base 

of Myitkyina, in the Kazu area, 
and these troops are only about 50 

miles from the Chinese suround- 

ing Tengchung in China’s Yunnan 

jjj.jLV.unJt*. 
Pressure has been maintained 

against the Japanese in all Burma 
sectors despite monsoon condi- 
tions.. The slow, steady advances 
will be accelerated when fighting 
weather improves some time in 

mid-Qctober. 
Americans and Chinese will 

move logically into China when the 
routes over the Ledo and Burma 
roads are opened, and British and 

Imperials will go on with the job 
of freeing the rest of Burma from 

Japanese occupation by an undis- 
closed variety of tactics. 

-V- 
fighting 

LONDON, Monday, Sept. 4.—(At 

—Fighting has broken out ir 

northern Norway between Norwe 

gian patriots and German troops, 
Reuters news agency reported to- 

night from Stockholm, quoting re- 

liable reports from inside Norway, 

1 
!Russians Rap 
Finns’ Peace 
Proclamation 

CALL FOR BREAK 

Evacuation Of Country By 
German Soldiers Re- 

ported Under Way 
LONDON, Monday, Sept. 4.—<4S 

—The Moscow radio early today 
charged there were “distortions” 
in the peace proclamation made 
Saturday by Finnish premier Hantti 
Hackzell, and that actually his 
statement had not complied with 
Russian demands on Finland as a 

basis for establishing an armistice. 
“Hackzell did not say that Fin- 

land was breaking off relations 
with Germany, when the breaking 
off of relations by Finland with 
Germany is an integral part of 
preliminary conditioins of the So- 
viet government,” the broadcast 
as recorded by the Soviet monitor 
in London said. 

“Only after this, come Soviet- 
Finnish negotiations for an armis- 
tice,” the broadcast added. 

Future Uncertain 
This latest expression of the Rus- 

sian attitude threw a veil of un- 

certainty over Finland’s exact sta- 
tus in her effort to get herself 
out of the Nazi camp. 

Unc-«iiirmed reports reaching 
Stockholm said German troops 
had begun evacuation of northern 
Finland, as the Moscow radio an- 

nounced that Russia was prepar- 
ed to assist the Finnish army in 
disarming Germans should th# Na- 
zis fail to get out of Finland by 
Sept. 15, the date set by premier 
Hantti Hackzell in his peace pro- 
clamation. 

The reports, reaching the Stock- 
holm newspaper Tidningen, laid 
Germans were leaving from V>e 
Finnish port of Gulu, near the 
northern end of the gulf of Both- 
nia, about 80 miles from the Swed- 
ish border. 

Meanwhile the little name na- 

tion moved toward a complete mili- 
tary and diplomatic rupture with 
Germany in the wake of Hackze’s 
peace overtures last night. 

Assumes Withdrawal 
(A Reuter Stockholm report to- 

night said the German commander 
in chief in Finland had assured 
President Mannerheim German 
troops “will withdraw from Fin- 
land before Sept. 15 without incid- 
ent.) 

The broadcast Soviet foreign 
commissariat statement said the 
Finns had agreed as a precondition 
to peace talks to oust or intern 
German troops by that date and 
withdraw their own forces to the 
1940 Russian-Finnish border. 

The peace overture, Moscow said, 
was transmitted to Soviet ambas- 
sadress Alexandra Kolantay in 
Stockholm by Finnish envoy G. A. 
Grippenberg, and suggested a ces- 

sation of hostilities on the south- 
ern sector to permit the Finns to 
withdraw to the 1940 border and 
the Red army move up to that line. 

The statement gave no affirma- 
tion whether these conditions had 
yet been fulfilled, but they were 

contained in premier Hackzell’s 
announcement last night voiding 
the agreement between former 
President Risto Ryti and the Ger- 
mans, and asking the Nazis to get 
out of the country by Sept. 15 as a 
“first step to peace.” 

The Moscow statement said the 
Finns were told that the precondi- 
tions had “been agreed to by the 
British government and in no way 
objected to by the United states 
government.” 

Meanwhile, reports from Helsinki 
channelled through Stockholm to- 
night said it was understood that 
Berlin already had requested Toivo 
Kivimaki, Finnish minister to Ber- 
lin, to leave Germany, and that the 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 5) 

NEUTRAL SOURCES SAY TROOPS HA VE 
TAKEN FIRST TOWN AS OTHERS DASH 

THROUGH BELGIUM INTO HOLLAND 
_____ ___ +- 

j 

| LABOR 

I D A Y 
1944 

Leaders Of Government, Armed 
Forces And Unions Laud Labor 
-*- 

FUEHRER FAILS 
TO MAKE APPEAL 

Propagandists Reiterate 
Pleas For All-Out De- 

fense Of Reich 

LONDON, Sept. 3— UP) —Despite 
reports from Lisbon that Adolf 
Hitler who five years ago plunged 
Germany and the world into war, 
would make a “sensational” ap- 

peal to the Nazi people to join in 
battle on the “Holy Soil” of the 
Reich today there was no public 
word from the fuehrer. 

From Lisbon, where German dip- 
lomats yesterday said Hitler would 
speak Sunday, came additional re- 

ports that the German leader 
planed an early appeal to the Al- 
lies for a negotiated peace under 
the threat he would loose upon 
them another “secret weapon” 
which the Germans described as 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 6) 

50TH HOLIDAY 

No Pause Planned In The 
Nation's Great War Pro- 

duction Effort 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
The United States observes its 

50th officials labor day today with 
no official holiday pause in the 
triumphant war production effort 
that inspired leaders of govern- 
ment, the armed forces and unions 
to high praise of the workingman. 
A flood of speeches and rtatemencs 

paid tribute to the job American 
labor has done in furnishing this 
nation and her allies with the 
means to hammer the Axis into 
submission. But almost without ex- 

ception they coupled with the ap- 
plause reminders that the job is 
not yet done. 

Free Labor Triumphs 
President Roosevelt led the 

chorus with a statement that 
American workers can be proud 
•this day, knowing that “in the 
battle of production their free labor 
is triumphing over slave labor.’’ 

General Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
supreme commander of the Allied 
expeditionary forces, in a state- 
ment broadcast on the army hour, 
said our Allies join American fight- 
ing men in “grateful thanks to 
the workers of America for having 
made this the best equipped fight- 
ing force in all history. 

The army, he added, is confident 
of victory because of faith in the 
people backing it up, but went on: 

“Should we be compelled to stay 
our hand for a single day because 
of shortage in the arrival of the 
things we need for battle, the price 
will inevitably be paid in soldiers’ 
lives.” 

President William Green of the 
American Federation of Labor de- 
clared “our now inevitable victory 
in this war constitutes a gaurantee 
that Laboc Day will continue to be 
celebrated by free American work- 
ers in the future as a day of dedi- 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 1) 

HOLIDAY DEATHS 
INCREASE TO 100 

Reports From 26 States 
Exceed Last Year’s Total 

For Same Period 

(By The Associated Press) 
A total of 100 accidental deaths 

have occurred throughout the na- 

tion thus far this Labor Day week- 
end. it was reported last night. 

With Labor Day itself still ahead 
the toll, reported by 26 states since 
6 p.m. Friday, exceeded last year’s 
77 for the same period. 

Of the deaths, 62 were from 

traffic accidents, 15 from drown- 
ing, and 21 from miscellaneous 
causes. 

In 1943, deaths reported jumped 
from 77 Sunday night to more 

than 200 at the close of the holi- 
day. 

Illinois led the toll by states 
with 10, while Pennsylvania listed 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 7) 

REDS ADVANCING 
ON YUGOSLAVIA 

Capture Rasvadu, 24 Miles 
Beyond Occupied 

Ploesti Oil Fields 

Bv TOM YARBROUGH 
LONDON, Monday, Sept. 

4.— (AP) — Gen. Rodion Y. 

Malinovsky’s Second Ukraine] 
army troops, rolling half-way 
across Romania in a drive at 

Linking up with Marshal Ti- 
to’s partisans, yesterday cap- 
tured Rasvadau, 24 miles be- 

yond the occupied Ploesti oil 
fields and only 135 miles 
from the Yugoslav frontier. 

Other Soviet units, mopping up 
south of Bucharest, wiped out or 

hurled across the Danube river 

into Bulgaria the last German 
remnants caught in a 37-mile 
area between Olenita and Giurgiu, 
a Moscow communique announced. 

Malinovsky’s southern units and 
the third Ukraine army under 
Gen. Feodor I. Tolbukhin were 

poised on a 150-mile stretch of the 
Bulgarian frontier, and the tone 
of Moscow’s press suggested the 
Russians might cross into Bulga- 
ria unless Sofia joins the war 

against Germany and grants the 
Red army passage into the lower 
Balkan peninsula. 

Accuses Bulgaria 
The official Russians news agen- 

cy Tass accused Bulgaria of aid- 
ing German troops fleeing from 
Romania under its recently de- 
clared cloak of “complete neutral- 
lty. 

Malinovsky’s troops captured a 

total of 55 localities during the 
day, 40 of them in an arc beyond 
Ploesti. The column which took 
Rasvadu was only three miles 
from the road junction of Targo- 
viste, where pro-Allied Romanian 
troops were said to have seized a 
Ferman-held airfield, and only 31 
miles from the important rail and 
highway junction of Pitesti, which 
also is an oil and salt center. 

Ten miles northwest of Ploesti 
another column seized Filipesti, 
pursuing the Germans retreating 
up the Carpathian mountains to- 
ward Transylvania. Filipesti is 28 
miles from Sinaia, Romanian sum- 
mer palace city, and 40 miles from 
the Predeal pass. Romanian troops 
on the other side of the pass were 

said to have sealed it off with 
the seizure of Brasov. 

Pursue Germans 
Wheeling north from Ploesti oth- 

er units captured Valeni De Mun- 
te, 15 miles beyond, in their pur- 
suit of the Germans trying to es- 

cape into Transylvania. 
Among other points taken th = 

communique named Dobra, IE 
miles southwest of Ploesti, and 
the "rail station of Ghengeni, 2C 
miles northwest of Bucharest or 

the railway to Pitesti. 
Far to the west, in the Morava 

river valley of Yugoslavia, Italy- 
based Allied airmen pounded Ger- 
man forces which were retreating 
lest they be trapped by the on- 

rushing Soviet troops. Long trains 
and stalled Nazi truck columns 
were bombed and strafed between 

Belgrade and Nis. 
Soviet pressure on Bulgaria, 

both military and verbal, was in- 
creasing. Official Russian news 

agency Tass accused the Bulga 
rians of aiding the Germans who 

had fled Romania by providing 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 7) 

PATTON’S FORCES 
NEARING BORDER 

Units Of First Army Cap- 
ture Mons, Thirty Miles 

From Brussels 

By ERNEST AGNEW 
SUPREME HEADQUAR- 

TERS ALLIED EXPEDI- 
TIONARY FORCE, Sept. 4. 
— (Monday) — (fP)—Ameri- 
can troops stormed into Ger- 

many and captured their first 
town, neutral reports said to- 

day, as other Allied armies 
ripped through Belgium and 
into Holland, crushing rem- 

nants of the broken German 
army. 

While a Stockholm report said 

American tankmen had captured 
Perl just inside the German fron- 

tier near the junction of Germany, 
France and Luxemburg, farther 
to the north in a sweep through 
the low countries U. S. First Army 
units took Mens, 30 miles from 
Brussels. 

There was no confirmation at 
Supreme headquarters that the 
Americans had crossed into Ger- 
many or of a German report that 
they wpr'e now fighting in Hol- 
land. 

Patton’s Men Advance 
Armored columns of Americans 

plunging up the broad valley of the 
Meuse reached Namur, 35 miles 
inside Belgium yesterday while 125 
miles to the south Lt. Gen. George 
S. Patton’s Third Army pushed 
through Metz and Nancy toward 
the German frontier 35 miles away. 

According to latest reports both 
American and British troops were 

closing in on Brussels, capital of 
Belgium. 

I The Germans, nowhere on the 
scattered battlelines, were making 
any determined effort to stem the 
racing armor and there was no 

indication they were planning to 
use French-built, German-dismantl- 
ed Maginot line as a defense. 

British and Canadian forces 

swung to more bridgeheads across 

the Somme, east and west of Abbe- 
: ville, which was being moped up, 
| reached Ailly Le Haut and Clocher 
j four miles beyond the river, and 
Grand Laviers, about two miles 
northeast of Abbeville. 

Supreme headquarters had no of- 
ficial confirmation of reports that 
Allied forces had captured Le Tou- 
quet, Boulogne, Calais and Dunker- 
que. 

| (Axis reports said American 
troops had reached the Maas Juli- 
ana canal, which is actually in- 
side Holland in the Maastright Ap- 
pendix jutting down between Ger- 
many and Belgium. 

French Battle Over 
As the battle for France apparent- 

ly ended and the fight for Belgium 
appeared nearing its end the BBC 
in a London broadcast recorded 
by the FCC “the Belgian govern- 
ment, now in London is to return 
to Belgium in a few days.” 

(Supreme headquarters generally 
was silent for "security reasons on 
the rapid advances of. Allied for- 
ces but it appeared the showdown 
battle for Germany was on.) 

With Allied armies drawing clos- 
er to the Reich the Germans were 

reported pouring troops into the 
Siegfried line for the showdown 
battle for Germany. 

The speed with which Patton'* 
forces were rolling and the insigni- 
ficant opposition the enemy was of- 
fering probably means the Ameri- 
can Third army will breach the 
German frontier today. 

The battle for Germany wa* 
drawing nearer hourly — with no 
strong opposition in sight short of 
the Reich itself—even as shots of 
by-passed German rearguards 
punctuated the dying hours of the 
battle of France on the fifth anni- 
versary of Britain’s declaration of 
war. 

Hodges’ Army Turns 
Lt. Gen. Courtney H. Hodges’ n. 

S. First army, which crossed the 
Belgian border sent tanks rumb- 
ling to Namur, 35 miles inside Bel- 
gium on the route over which Hit- 
ler’s legions sped four years ago in the conquest of France and the 
lowlands. 

Namur is 33 miles southwest of 
Liege, great fortress anchor in Bel- 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 6) 

Spanish Envoy Asserts Country Not 
Thinking Of Helping Axis Fugitives 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 3.—OP)— 
Juan Francisco de Cardenas, the 

Spanish ambassador, asserted in a 

statement today that “no one has 

•aver contemplated providing a hid- 

ing place in spkin for the enemies 

of the Allied countries. 
The statement was issued in an- 

swer to a Moscow radio broadcast 
last Tuesday urging the Spanish 
people to oust the Franco govern- 
ment, and accusing that country 

I of harboring Axis fugitives. 
; While the ambassador spoke di- 

rcctly of more limited issues rais- 

| ed in the Moscow broadcast, his 

'language was broad enough to cov- 

er an advance denial of asylum 
for Hitler and other leading Nazis 
who may try to flee when Ger- 
many falls. There have been ex- 

pressions of concern here over the 
possibility that neutrals might give 
them shelter, and official warnings 
against any such nation. 

“The government of Spain,” the 
ambassador continued, “wishes to 

stress once more the fact that the 
Spanish regime has nothing in 
common with national socialism, 
which is condemned by the church 
while Spain’s own regime is es- 

sentially based on Christian prin- 
ciples.” 

\ 

The ambassador did not spscif- 
callv identify the source of the 

charges he was answering, but 
said: 

“Some days ago the American 
press carried the story that an 

appeal had been made. to the 
Spanish people exhorting them to 
oust the regime of Generalissimo 
Franco and making several char- 
ges against his government. 

“The Spanish embassy, speaking 
in the name of the Snanish gov- 
ernment, wants to state that none 
of these accusations is true.” 

(Continued on Page Five; Col. 6) 

Allies Smash Wide Holes 
In Germans’ Gothic Line 

ROME, Sept. 3.— UP) — Allied 

troops tore wider holes in the 
vaunted Nazi Gothic line across the 

Italian peninsula today in furious 

fighting, cleaning the last Ger- 
mans from the eastern^ anchor at 

Pesaro and storming beyond Pisa 
for impressive advances in the 
west. 

British Eighth Army troops now 

in full stride, despite fanatical 
Nazi resistance, capitalized their 
success of two days ago when they 
hacked a gaping 20-mile hole in the 
German line, the breach was en- 

larged considerably, a communi- 
que said, and after the Germans 

were routed from the Adriatic de- 
fense bastion at Pesaro, the British 
surged on to within three miles of 
Cattolica by last night- Canadians, 
in their “most successful” fighting 
against crack Nazi parachute 
troops, sent armor ahead and over- 

whelmed key heights at Tomba Di 
Pesaro and Monteluro. bgth beyond 
the Gothic defenses. 

At the same time American Fifth 

army fighting men who captured 
Pisa stormed through the historic 
city and by daylight had plunged 
four miles beyond it. 

(Continued on Page Five; Col. 7 
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