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England Gets 
Hew Cabinet, 
Eden Remains 
COALITION REPLACED 

Churchill Remains Prime 
Minister, Election 

Date Pending 

, oNDON. May 25—(U.R)-Prime 
Winston Churchill form- 

^ new predominantly conser- 

ve cabinet tonight to replace 
4, .wartime coalition government 
JU collapsed with the decision 

4. hold the first general parlia- 
mentary election in nearly 10 

* 
rhurchill remains Prime Min 

i! first lord of the treasury 

end defense minister with Anthony 
I lien as foreign minister. 

1 Tn the key posts vacated by top 

Labor and Liberal party men in 

Vitiation of the election, prob- 
! S to be held July 5> the Ml0W' 

j jng succeed: 
lord Woollon, lord president of 

| |he council, in place of Deputy 
"rime Minister Maj. Clement At- 

tlee, labor. 
Richard A. Butler, labor, in place 

Cf Ernest Bevin, labor. 

Sir Donald Somervell, home sec- 

retary in place of Herbert Mor- 

Xison, iauui. 

j Brendan Bracken, first lord of 

j fhe admiralty in place of A. V. 

Alexander, labor. 

Harold MacMillan, air, in place 
of Sir Archibald Sinclair, liberal. 

Ernest Brown, national liberal, 
aircraft production in place of Sir 
Stafford Cripps, labor. 

Brown’s appointment means that 
his tiny national liberal party re- 

mains in cooperation with the con- 

servatives. Maj. Gwilym Lloyd 
George, liberal, son of the late 
Earl of Dwyer, remains as fuel 
minister. 

ChurchiH’s cabinet is nominally 
a “caretaker” regime pending the 
election. However, the appoint- 
ments including some coming 
younger men are such that only 
minor changes or none will be 
necessary, if, as expected, Church- 
ill and his conservatives are re- 

turned to power. 
Churchill opens the election 

campaign tomorrow, when he is 
scheduled to make eight street 
corner appearances in five hours 
in his constituency of Woodford, 
in the greater London suburbs. 
He may make brief speeches at 

| any or aU of the appearances, 
j Churchill is expected to make 

several formal speeches in close 
districts during the campaign and 

j he is likely to make at least one 

major radio speech. 
So far labor has nominated no 

candidate to oppose Churchill but 
one may be put in the field as a 

gesture before nominations close 
June 25. 

Because of the end of the war 
in Europe, Churchill abolished the 
posts of ministers for home securi- 
ty and economic warfare. Japan 
is unlikely to attack the British 
Isles and the warfare against that 
country will be direct action, r 

Other posts in the new cabinet 
include: 

Lord Beaverbrook, lord privy 
seal, unchanged. 
(Continued on Page Two; Col. J) 

SHIPSTEAD BATTLES 
WICKARD NOMINATION 
WASHINGTON, May 25 — (£>> — 

A fight against confirmation of 
| Claude R. Wickard as Rural Elec- 

trification Administrator was be- 
iun by Senator Shipstead (R-Minn) 

i “day but reaction of other Sena- 
'ors Indicated it would not get far. 

; Shipstead asserted in a state- 
fiient that Wickard, as Secretary 

i 
, Agriculture, made a “political 
ootball” of REA, now a division 

°i the Agriculture Department, 
furthermore, Shipstead said, 

wickard proved a “bad adminis- 
,1ha;or as a ‘cabinet officer and 
fy the same token he is unfit 

10 be administrator of REA.” 
ButJ Senutor Aiken (R-Vt), who 

inlne? Shipstead in sponsor- 
,7 legislation to remove REA 

°.m the Agriculture Department 
®ake it independent, said he 

not inclined to oppose” Wick- ards nomination. 
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Destroyer Little, 
Four Other Vessels 

Are Reported Sank 

WASHINGTON, May *5—(U.R) 
—The U. S. Destroyer Little 
and four other vessels were 
sunk off Okinawa recently, the 
Navy announced tonight. All 
commanding officers survived 
and casualties were described 
as moderate. 

They brought to 310 the total 
of all U. S. ships lost in this 
war. 

The Little, a 376-foot ship 
displacing 2,050 tons, took part 
in the bombardment of Iwo 
Jima. It was launched May 
22, 1944. 

The other losses were two' 
medium landing ships, the 
Minesweeper Swallow, and the 
LST 447, a veteran of 28 mis- 
sions. 

Lt. C. J. Schmitz, command- 
er of the LST 447, said his ship 
was sunk after a Japanese 
bomb hit near Okinawa April 
6. Of a complement of 113 of- 
ficers and men, he said, 17 
were wounded, five are miss- 
ing and a “few” were killed. He did not know the exact 
number of fatalities. 
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STETTINIUS CALLS 
BIG HVE PARLEY 

June 6 Discussed As Tenta- 
tive Date To End 

Conference 

SAN FRANCISCO, May 25.—(JP) 
—Secretary of State Stettinius re- 
turned to the United Nations con- 
ference today as it edged into 
its second month with enough prog- 
ress on the books to let military ex- 

perts talk of joint maneuvers of 
armed forces to be pooled in an 

international police force. 
June 6 was being discussed as a 

tentative date for winding up the 
deliberations of 49 nations repre- 
sented at the Golden Gate. 

But still to be settled before a 

charter for a new international 
organization can be signed is a 

hot issue centering on big power 
domination of peace enforcing me- 

chanism to be set up in a project- 
ed World Security council, on viftc 
authority over peaceful or forceful 
settlement of disputes. 

For the most part, conference 
committees were moving along 
easily, drafting various segments 
of the charter so they can be fit- 
ted together next week. 

To clear the way for action in 
one committee considering the cre- 
ation of a police force, Britain and 
the United States were reported 
framing a plan for joint maneuvers 

of the contingents to be supplied 
by the various countries. 

Since these contingents presum- 
ably would be used as an integra- 
ted striking force, the Anglo- 
Americans had an idea they ought 
to get in some practice together. 
They are talking particularly of air 
squadrons, since the Dumbarton 
Oaks blueprint for a charter con- 

templates letting the security 
council use hard-hitting planes for 
“urgent military measures” 
against aggressors. 

But land and sea forces may en- 

ter the picture. Australia has pro- 
posed that other forces than air 
power be employed for emergency 
action. The committee handling the 
problem delayed a vote on that 
to give Britain and the United 
States time to finish there discus- 
sions and submit them to. Russia, 
China and France. 

Back from consultations with 
President Truman in Washington, 
Stettinius immediately called a 

meeting of Big Five chiefs of dele, 
gations to go into methods of ac- 

celerating the conference. 

11 American 
hips 
aged 

PLANES 

Attempts To Land 
Grenade-Armed Forces 

On Okinawa 

GUAM, SATURDAY, May 26.— 

(j5P)—Eleven light American Naval 

ships were damaged in a strong 
18-hour Japanese air attack on 

America’s Okinawa forces Thurs- 

day night and Friday, Fleet Adm. 
Chester W. Nimitz announced to- 

day. 
At the height of the attack, Jap- 

anese made fantastic attempts to 
land grenade-armed forces on 

Yontan airfield in west central 
Okinawa. One bomber actually 
landed troops, but all were killed 

quickly. 
One hundred eleven Japanese 

planes were shot down during the 

prolonged Japanese assault and 
five more were destroyed in at- 

tempts to land small groups of 
assault forces in Yontan. 

Nimitz’s action-packed communi- 

que, one of his longest, also re- 

ported: 
American Army and Marine 

casualties on Okinawa from the 
April first invasion to Thursday 
totaled 25,675, of whom 5,332 were 

killed or missing and 21,343 were 

wounded. This was exactly 1,000 
killed or missing in the past week. 
Last previous report on Japanese 
casualties was 48,103 killed through 
May 17—nine days ago. 

Fleet casualties were 4,270 killed 
or missing and 4,171 wounded from- 
March 18 to Wednesday. 

Sixth Division Marines enlarged 
their bridgehead into rubblestrewn 
Naha and ftfund the streets mined. 
The Army’s 77th infantry Division 
turned its heavy artillery on For- 
tress Shuri. Elsewhere, adverse 
weather limited ground operations 
in southern Okinawa. 

Fast carrier task force pilots at- 
tacked the Amami group of islands 
in the northern Ryukyus Saturday 
through Wednesday and Thursday 
sent fighters to strafe and bomb 
Kyushu airfields. 

Army Mustang fighters attacked 
Matsudo and Tokorazawa airfields 
north of Tokyo. 

Carrier and land-based planes 
sank eight Japanese cargo ships 
and damaged 12 others in attacks 
off Korea, Amami and Honshu. 

The Mustangs’ rocket and strafing 
attack on Matsudo airfield, 10 
miles northeast of the imperiol 
palace in Tokyo, and Tokorazawa 
airfields, 25 miles northwest of the 

•(Continued on Page Two; Col. 6) 

ARSENAL EXPLOSION 
KILLS TEN PERSONS 

EDGEWOOD, Md., May 25—(U.R) 
—Ten persons were killed, three 
critically injured and 14 painfully 
hurt when a terrific explosion rip- 
ped through a shell loading plat- 
form at the Army arsenal here late 

today, setting portions of the plant 
^on fire. 

Twenty-nine other workers, all 
of whom were white or Negro 
civilian employes, were treated at 
the post hospital and released fol- 
lowing the blast, which was heard 
for miles. 

The Third Service Command at 
Baltimore said that one of the 
critically injured was near death. 

Cause of the explosion which 
came at 3:31 p.m., was not im- 
mediately known. A board of in- 
quiry had begun an investigation. 

U. S. Envoy May Talk 
Of Big Three Parley 

LONDON, May 25.—(U.R)—Joseph 
E. Davies, special envoy of Presi- 

dent Truman, arrived today for 
talks with Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill and Foreign Secretary 
Anthony Eden which may result in 

agreement among the Allies on the 
time and place for a Big Three 

conference. 
An exchange telegraph dispatch 

said that Harry L. Hopkins, spe- 

cial presidential envoy, and Ameri- 
can Ambassador W. Averell Ham- 

man arrived at Moscow where 

Hopkins will confer with Marshal 

Josef Stalin and Foreign Commis- 
sar Viacheslav Molotov. 

Davies arrived by plane with a 

staff of five and conferred first 

with American Ambassador John 

G. Winant. He established head- 

quarters at fashionable Claridges 
hotel. _ 

It was reported that Davies might 
continue to Moscow. ., 

British sources predicted that 

Davies’ work here would be easy 

since Britain is agreed with the 

United States fundamentally in all 

main outstanding foreign problems. 
A Big Three conference has long 

been regardel as an urgent neces- 

sity here but political quarters be- 

lieved there was little chance that 

one could be held before August 
because of the British general 

election, which probably will be 
held July 5. 

Churchill has a busy campaign 
program and could hardly leave 
the country before the election, it 
was held. At the same time it was 

recognized that President Truman 

might find it difficult or impossible 
to leave the United States so soon 

after succeeding to office. A final 
factor is that according to present 
plans, election results are not to be 
announced until three weeks after 
after polling day, in order that 
votes of fighting men abroad may 
be recordel. Until the final result 
is known, political quarters said, 
Churchill would lack full authority 
to commit the country. The gen- 
eral feeling is that he will have a 

majority in the House of Commons 
and hence will continue as Prime 
Minister. But only the voters can 

say. 
It is admitted that a question of 

extreme urgency might alter the 

Big Three situation. But political 
quarters attach the same import- 
ance to a general election as Ameri- 
cans do to a presidential election. 

Britons generally are concentra- 

ting attention on the campaign 
and are viewing foreign problems 
largely in the light of the election, 
as Americans do in a similar situa- 
tion. 

Ji. 

Drastic Cutback In Combat Plane 
Production Is Announced By U. S.; 
More B-29’s Hit Center Of Tokyo i 
-- ¥_._ + —- I 

Fleet Of 500 
Forts Strike 
Business Area 

FIRE BOMBS USED 

Aerial Battleships Rain De- 
struction On Four-Mile 

Stretch 
21 ST BOMBER COMMAND 

HEADQUARTERS, Guam, Satur- 

day, May 26.— (U.R)—A fleet of 500 
B-29 Superfortresses hit the heart 
of modern Tokyo today, showering 
more than 4,000 tons of a new, 
more destructive type of fire bomb 
on government, business and water- 
front buildings built to withstand 
the worst of earthquakes. It was 

the second B-29 assault on Tokyo 
in 46 hours. 

This time, the big aerial battle- 
ships sent the fire bombs raining 
down on buildings along Tokyo’s 
main thoroughfares—the Broadway 
and Fifth Avenue of Japan’s capi- 
tal, which already has bee none- 

sixth devastated. 
The target area covered a four- 

mile stretch along Tokyo bay ex- 

tending northward to the edge of 
Emperor Hirohito’s imperial pa- 
lace, the gardens of which Tokyo 
paid were bunted out in Thursday’s 
greatest firs bomb raid in history. 

The Thursday raid, it was dis- 
closed, cost the Americans a re- 
cord number of 12 Superforts shot 
down by anti-aircraft batteries 
strengthened in a last desperate 
effort to save the Japanese capi- 
tal from the utter destruction for 
which it has been marked. The 
previous high was 11 lost on April 
16, also over Tokyo. 

Today’s assault, 24th by the aer- 
ial battleships on the Tokyo area, 
raised to 17,600 tons the weight of 
fire and explosive bombs heaped 
on Tokyo, Nagoya and Hamamat- 
su in five great raids during the 
past 13 days of a mounting aerial 
campaign to destroy Japan’s war- 

nrjaking potential and soften it up 
for invasion. 

Maj. Gen. Curtis E. Lemay’s 2let 
Bomber Command selected a heavi- 
er type of incendiary bomb than 
the one used in previous raids on 

Tokyo and Nagoya. It is a new jel- 
lied-gasoline bomb capable of 
piercing the heavy structures in 

(Continued on Page Three; Col. 1) 
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YUGOSLAVS ACCEPT 
ALLIED OCCUPATION 

TRIESTE, May 25.—(iP)— Yugo- 
slav forces have accepted Ameri- 
can and British occupation of ter- 
ritory north of here in a friendly 
spirit, Allied officers said tonight, 
and have been taking down all con- 

crete road blocks between Trieste 
and the border of Yugoslavia. 

The road blocks were removed to 
speed traffic and relieve a serious 
food shortage spreading through 
the disputed area. 

It is assumed that the Yugoslavs 
took up new positions opposite the 
new Allied line running east of 
the Isonzo river, which Marshal 
Tito’s forces originally considered 
the western line of their occupa- 
tion zone. 

This, however, is considered nor- 

mal and Allied officers said there 
had been no display of belligerence. 

Out Of This The Pilot Stepped — Unhurt 

Wire fly and explosions flare as a Navy Hellcat goes wrong irilanding on a carrier in recent action 
in the Pacific. The plane's starboard wing was crashing into the carrier’s “island” and its gas-tank was 

exploding just as this picture was made. The rest of the story came a moment later when Pilot Lt. Wil- 
liam G. Bailey of Wilson, S. C., popped out, safe and unharmed. Official U. S. Navy photo. 

(International Soundphoto) 

Group For Financing New Buildings 
For Industry In City Is Organized 

NAZI SPY NABBED 
BY U. S. AGENTS 

Counter Espionage Work 
By Famed French 

Aviator Cited 

NEW YORK, May 25. — (U.R) — 

Clever counter-espionage work by 
Diedonne Costes, famed French 
aviator and World.War I ace, led 

to the arrest here today of a fel- 

low Frenchman who was charged 
with spying on American industrial 

secrets for the German govern- 
ment. 

Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation apprehended at a 

fashionable New York hotel a for- 
mer French air force officer 
Paul Jean Marie Cavaillez, who 
allegedly betrayed his country and 
intended to continue his espionage 
despite the Nazi defeat. 

E. J. Connelley assistant direc- 
tor -of the FBI, said his men track- 
ed Cavaillez down through the help 
of Costes who gained fame as a 

trans-Atlantic and round-the-world 
flier at the time Charles A. Lind- 
bergh was making aviation his- 
tory. 

Cavaillez pleaded not guiity to 

wartime espionage charges be- 
fore Federal Judge Francis G. Caf-; 
fey, late today at a preliminary 
hearing and was held in $50,000 bail 
for a formal hearing June 4. If 

convicted, he faces a penalty of 
$10,000 fine and a sentence of up 
to 30 years imprisonment or death. 

Organization of a $500,000 cor- 

poration for the purpose of financ- 
ing new buildings to meet the re- 

quirements of industries that may 
be induced to locate in Wilming- 
ton when other facilities are not 
available was effected at a meet- 

ing of more than a score of promin- 
ent businessmen yesterday morn- 

ing. 
First step in the program, de- 

signed to give the city an early 
start in the greater post-war in- 
dustrial picture, was the subscrip- 
tion <& $45,000 by those attending 
the session. 

It was also decided that a called 
meeting of these subscribers will 
be held in the near future at 
which directors will be elected, 
incorporation papers prepared and 
other details in connection with 
the organization formally com- 

pleted. 
Plans of the organization are to 

make funds available to any ac- 

credited industrial concern that 
wishes to locate here but is unable 
to find suitable facilities. Build- 
ings provided under the financing 
program would .be erected with the 
needs of the industry in mind but 
would not be so exact in their 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 5) 

FATHER GOESLIMIT 
IN DEFENSE OF SON 

WORCESTER, Mass., May 25 
—UP)—Joseph McGee was ready to- 

night to go the limit in battling a 

two-year sentence imposed upon 
his soldier-son on charges of punch- 
ing or kicking nine German prison- 
ers of war. 

“Whatever they (the German 
prisoners) got,” McGee said, “they 
got what was coming to them.” 

The veteran of World War one, 
a widower with two boys in the 
service, was pleased with the prog- 
ress made by House Majority 
Leader John McCormack in start- 
ing a War Department review of 
the case against his son, Private 
Joseph McGee. 

LICANAN AIRPORT 
FALLS TO YANKS 

Americans Now Control 
All Six Airdromes In 

Davao Sector 

MANILA, Saturday, May 26—(U.R) 

_U. S. 24th Division tro.ops e 

captured Licanan airdrome, last 

Japanese airfieli in the Davao 
vision onslaught against the rem- 

area, in spearheading a four-di 
nants of 50,000 enemy troops on 

Mindanao island, Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur announced today. 

Maj. Gen. Roscoe B. Woodruff’s 
men immediately began a swi-'t 
penetration inland from the cap- 
tured airfield, MacArthur’s daily 
war bulletin said. 

Some 85 miles to the northwest, 
troops of the 31st, 40th and Amer- 
ical Divisions, joined by Filipino 
guerrillas, were consolidating their 
positions along the entire length 
of the Sayre highway. The Amer- 
icans now hold the entire high- 
way and have split the island in 
half. 

Capture of Lincanan airdrome 
gave the Americans possession of 
all six airdromes in the Davao 
sector. It is the third largest field 
in the group. 

American medium and dive 
bombers, supporting the infantry, 
battered enemy supply dumps. The 
Americans in central Mindanao as 

well as in the Davao area were 

moving against two of the three 
main Japanese groups still left 
on the island. The third group 
was in the northwestern area 
around Remedios. 

Although the fighting on Min- 
danao had reached what was de- 
scribed officially as the mopping 
up stage, experience on Luzon has 
shown that there probably will be 
tough fighting during the whittling 
down process. 

Frenchmen Seek Action 
To Oust Generalissimo 

PARIS, May 25.—(/?)—A demand 
that France urge the Allies to “in- 
vite” the resignation of Generalis- 
simo Franco, whose regime was 

forced on Spain with the aid “of 
Hitler and Mussolini,” was made 
today by the French Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee. 

Should Franco cling to power de- 
spite Allied pressure, the commit- 
tee proposed that the cle Gaulle 
government sever relations with 
his regime, which it styled a men- 

ace to world democracy compar- 
able to Mussolini’s former Fascist 

■ state. 
The committee—whose members 

belong to the French assembly— 
carries weight in its position simi- 
lar to that of the U. S. Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee and its 
resolution was the result of the 

i Pierre Laval affair. 
i Its resolution coupled these de- 

mands with another that France 
force Spain to hand over the for- 
mer Vichy chief, who is under 

death sentence as a traitor and 
who sought refuge in Barcelona 
early this month. 

The British foreign office in Lon- 
don declined comment, on the com- 

mittee’s action but responsible 
circles took the position that Bri- 
tain still had normal diplomatic 
relations with Franco. 

The communist Organ L’Unita 
in Rome called on the Italian gov- 
ernment to break off relations with 
Franco, asserting Spain was giving 
refuge to high-ranking Fascists, in- 
cluding Filippo Anfuso, ambas- 
sador to Berlin. 

The committee’s resolution said 
the French government should pro- 
pose to the Allies “that steps be 
taken to invite Franco to give up 
office at once on the understanding 
that he would be replaced by a 

government made up of demo- 
crats” and which would be en- 

trusted with the organization a 

free election. 
r. 

» 

Himmler’s Hoard Found, 
Butcher Of_Paris Taken 

PARIS, May 25.—W—U. S. tropps 
in Berchtesgaden unearthed today 
Heinrich Himmler’s currency 
hoard—valued at around $1,000,- 
000—as the body of the ruthless 
chieftain of the Gestapo still lay 
in a Lueneberg villa two days after 
he committed suicide. 

While the ^ritish pondered 
where and how^to bury Himmler, 
American troops at Kitzbuehel in 
the Austrian Tyrol arrested an- 

other of his henchemen, SS Gen. 
Karl Oberg, known as “the butch- 
er of Paris” in the occupation 
days when he was police director 
for the capital and northern 
France. 

As the roundup of war criminals 

proceeded, Justice Robert S. Jack- 
sen, American prosecutor of war 

crimes, arrived in Paris to begin 
laying the groundwork for his as- 

signment 
Himmler’s hoard, containing the 

currency of 26 countries but none 
from America, was discovered un- 
der a bam near Berchtesgaden by 
American officers. 

They were led to the cache by 
waffen SS Lt. Gen Berger, who said 
he had hidden the money there on 

Himmler’s orders although the 
money belonged to the Reich. 

Capt. Harry Anderson, Ossining, 
N. Y., of the Military Government 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. t) 
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17,000 Craft 
Are Affected 
In New Plans 

JOBS TO DECREASE 

Superfort Construction To 
Be Increased Until 

Mid-1945 

WASHINGTON, May 25.—OMB— 
An estimated 17,000 combat plane* 
will be eliminated from production 
schedules during the next 18 months 
in a drastic aircraft program cut- 
back announced tonight by the 

Army Air Forces. 

Most of the leading combat 

planes will be affected to varying 
degrees by the cutback and vir- 

tually every city manufacturing 
planes will feel its impact. 

Ei-29 Superfortresses will be con- 

tinued at substantially above the 

present output rate until mid-1945. 
But production of the B-32 Domina- 
tor, which has not yet seen action 
will be cut back sharply and elimi- 
nated completely at the end of the 

year. 
On the bases of airframe weight, 

aircraft output will be cut back 
30 per cent during the last half 
of 1945, another 10 per cent dur;ng 
the first half of 1946 and five per 
cent more in the last half of next 

year. 
The net effect will be to reduce 

combat aircraft output by 17,000 
planes during the next 18 months. 

The announcement did not esti- 
mate the number of aircraft em- 

ployes who will be thrown out of 
work by the cutback—the sharpest 
yet undertaken. 

Peak aircraft employment was 

reached in November, 1943, when 
2,102,000 persons were engaged in 
the nation’s gigantic warplane 
program. By last March, the figure 
had dropped to 1,643,000. This drop 
of some 460,000 in employment 
figures reflected previous cut- 
backs. 

Under the revised program, most 
of the leading combat types will 

: be subject to varying degrees of 
cutbacks. Affected by the slash 
are seven combat types and three 
transport plane types. 

No change was announced in the 
production schedule for the new 

; models of two mainstay fighter 
planes—the P-47 Thunderbolt and 

! the P-51 Mustang, 
t Production of B-29 Superfortres- 
■ ses will be increased for several 
r months. It will be kept substan- 

tially above the present rate of 

1. (Continued on Page Two; Col. 
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PROUD U. S. WARSHIP 
ANCHORS IN SEATTLE 

SEATTLE, May 25—(U.R)—The U. 
S. S. Laffey, a destroyer with a 
heart that couldn’t be broken, 
steamed proudly into the Seattle 
harbor today—a ship that took si* 
"death blows” from Japanese sui- 
cide planes and lived to light 
again. 

Her stand against a massed en- 

emy air fleet off Okinawa last 
April will go down in Naval an- 

nals alongside the feats of the his- 
toric aircraft carrier Franklin, the 
cruiser Marblehead and the battle- 
ship Oklahoma. She was another 
ship that couldn’t be sunk. 

Her rudder jammed, flaming 
gasoline burning gunners strapped 
to their seats, the Laffey punched 
back for two long hours. Thirty- 
one officers and men were killed 
or missing. Sixty were wounded in 
action. 

Her commander, Frederick J, 
Becton, Hot Springs, Ark., said: 

“I’ll never abandon ship as long 
as a gun will fire!” 

He didn’t—not even when the 
deck of the^ Laffey seemed one 
great mass of fire and tl o Japa- 
nese planes came ceaslessly on. 

T7 

ADM. SHERMAN SAYS: 
WASHINGTON, Miy 2S. —UP) 

—A statement on the Seventh 
War Loan drive by Forest 
Sherman, rear admiral, U. 8. 
Navy, deputy chief of staff: 

“We are now entering the 
decisive phase of the war in the 
Pacific—we are striking the 
enemy daily in his home ports 
and in his principal cities. This 
crucial period calls for every 
ounce of effort that we in the 
fleet, and you on the home front 
can muster. The bonds you buy 
during the Seventh War Loan 
drive will speed the complete 
defeat of Japan.’' j 
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