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TOI* O’ THE MORNING 

One day they were walking through 
Greenfield village at Dearborn, a friend of 
mine and Henry Ford. Ford had bought a 
clock and every hour a little man came out 
of the door of the clock with a big hammer 
and he hit a ball and a little song played. 
Ford said, “I often come around here and 
listen to that song on this little old clock 
I picked up somewhere in Europe. Here is 
what the clock said: 

’Lord through this hour 
Be Thou my guide 
That through Thy power 
No foot may slide’ 

Now said Ford to this man, “Every 
hour cf the day say, ‘Lord, you are with 
me thro’ the next hour, whatever problem 
I have to face, I won’t be afraid’. If you 
will do this, the Lord will take care of you 
all the days of your life,” said the great 
industrialist.—Dr. Norman Vincent Peale. 

It’s Our Money 
If you are one who believes that Fed- ; 

eral financial grants to states for high- 
ways and other projects are “just so; 
much easy money” then chances are you 
are wrong more often than right. 

Remember, the money Washington! 
“g'ives” North Carolina or any other 

state comes from the taxpayers. 
Quite often, these taxpayers have put 

more into the large “kitty” than is re- 

turned to their political sub-divisions. \ 
Sometimes they break about even on 

the deal. 

As an example, Lynn Nisbet cited ] 

North Carolina’s contributions in fed- ] 
eral gasoline taxes compared with Fed- 1 
eral highway assistance in his Raleigh < 

column a few’ days ago. The Fed- i 

eral government collects one cent a gal- 
lon on gasoline sold in this state and, < 

during the five years ending June 30, 1 
1946, these receipts amounted to $21,- 1 

442,314. ] 

“During those five years,” the News’ ( 

Capital correspondent continued, “the 1 

United States allocated to North Caro- 
lina for highway purposes the sum of 
$23,937,972, which is approximately a 

million and a half dollars more than 
was collected in the state. But—$1,328,- ( 
648 of the total was earmarked for ac- 

cess roads to military posts and other 
federal installations. If the amount 
spent on wholly federal access road 
projects is deducted it will be found that 
the federal aid to general state highway 
construction was practically the same i 

as the amount of gasoline taxes received 
from the state.” 

We believe that the principle of the ■ 

example discussed by Mr. Nisbet can be < 

applied to many instances other than 
highways. ] 

Think of the great sums paid to the 1 

United States government by Tar Heels 1 

through income and other taxes. How ' 

much of this returns to this state? How 
much goes to less wealthy common- 1 

wealths whose needs for outside assist- 
ance are greater than ours? 

It is quite appropriate to be appre- 
ciative of all Federal financial assist- 
ance but the fact that we are often 

paying in as much as we are getting 
out should not be forgotten. 

In fact, with a Republican Congress 
assured, we should make a definite men- 

tal note of this and file it safely away 
for future reference. 

Teachers' Raise Request 
Southeastern North Carolina’s 

school teachers have issued a clear ap- 

peal to the General Assembly for a 20 

per cent increase in salaries. 
In approving the legislative pro- 

gram, highlighted by the request for 

the raise, at their meeting here Friday, 
they joined thousands of others of their 

profession throughout North Carolina 
in presenting a solid front that cannot 

be easily ignored. Similar action has 

been taken at every district meeting 
and at one the educators called for a 

40 per cent increase. Only one district 
remains to convene and it is understood 
that it stands ready to join the highly 
worthwhile movement. 

Perhaps some may look upon the 

20 per cent request as too high. 
In the face of the facts, it is not. 

Sorely undei paid in normal times, 
the teacher is today the most serious- 

ly affected of all victims of inflation. 
How many of them can manage to make 

ends meet on their present pay is quite 
a mystery to a practical evaluator of 

present costs of living. 
This proposed increase will not be 

one that will add to the present spiral 
of inflation. 

Why? 
Because the state, reaping the bene- 

fits of prosperity in excellent tax and 

other revenues and with strong reserve 

funds, can meet it without seriously 
affecting the taxpayer. The situation 

is not like that of the miners who, in- 

cidentally, make much more than the 

teachers. When their wages are up- 

ped—an annual occurrence—then the 

extra cost is eventually passed on to 

the coal consumers. 

Therefore, in view of the good fi- 

nancial condition of the state, its citi- 
zens will not suffer. 

Bather, they will receive tremendous 
benefits. 

It must be admitted that the quality 
of instruction in the schools has been 

owered because of the teachers’ in- 

idequate salaries. Hundreds have re- 

signed to go into other fields where 

compensation is more just. Because 

;he pay scale is most unattractive, the 

lumber of competent and talented 
roung men and women entering this 

?reat profession of service has been 

seriously reduced. Because of the 

shortage, work-loads have been increas- 
ed. All these unfavorable factors add 

ip to a lowering of the standards of 
>ur schools with the result that today’s 
youngsters are not receiving their full 
'ducational opportunities. 

Therefore, in heeding this strong 
itate-wide appeal, the legislature will 

lot only be doing the right thing— 
ong overdue—by the teachers but will 

>e giving support to the cause of edu- 

ction and, in turn, the general better- 
nent of North Carolina. 

The request, not only from the teach- 
rs but all others vitally interested in 

he school, is too strong to be ignored. 
Ve cannot see how any intelligent legis- 
ature, with the advancement of the 
omrnonwealth topping all his interests, 
an do anything else but grant it. 

Waterways On Display 
The better we acquaint up-state in- 

vests with North Carolina’s water 

ommerce facilities, both as to the pres- 
ent and potential future, the more 

ve can expect them to use these ports, J 
ivers and canals. ; 

There are numerous means of ef- 

ecting such an educational program, i 

The State Ports authority and the ; 

Vilmington Port commission have used 
lumerous avenues to acquaint shippers ■ 

ind manufacturers with the rate ad- 

vantages to be enjoyed through great- j 
:r water shipping. l 

Today, another means is being fol- ' 

owed and, because it gives the men J 
nost vitally interested an excellent 
'irst-hand survey of these facilities, it j 
s a good one. In the form of a tour i 

>f the inland waterway from Wilming- 
on to Elizabeth City, the members of i 

he Ports authority will view every ! 
"Jorth Carolina waterway and port, 
vith the exception of Fayetteville with 
vhich the majority are well acquaint- 
'd. i 

Before starting, they toured the , 

3ort of Wilmington with the Brunswick ; 
’iver ship lay-up basin and the Mari- 

time commission’s shipyard included 
n the many points visited. 

In making this cruise, the Authority 
ambers will receive a good appraisal 

of the state’s waterways and terminals. 
They will obtain information perhaps 
never before made available to them 
and they will return to their homes 

with sound ideas of what we have and 

what we need in the future. In doing 
so, each will increase his capabilities 
of being a water commerce advocate, 
as well as becoming a better informed 
emissary in spreading the program 

looking to better water commerce 

facilities. 
The vaJue of this trip in the pro- 

gram of port and waterway develop- 
ment is so apparent it may be well 
to think of similar inspections in the 

future with even greater numbers, in- 

cluding major shippers and manufac- 

turers, being offered its educational 
opportunities. 

Along Broadway 
By WALTER WINCHELL 

NOTES OF A NEWSPAPERMAN 
Some of the chumps who get paid for dulling 

up financial pages have denied one of our 

items. We could fill a book wi.th examples oi 

space-wasters who denied our firsts — that 
were confirmed The exciting new book, 
“Southern Exposure,” contains this: “It was 

not until April of 1944 that Walter Winchell— 
ever on the alert to expose disruptionists— 
revealed that the Klan was going deeper under 

ground—hiding behind the name ‘American 
Keystone Foundation’ and other aliases. I ask- 
ed Colescott (the Klan leader at that time) 
about this, and on May 4th he replied: ‘As 
usual when speaking about the Klan, Mr. Win- 
cheTl is wrong. The Klan has not disbanded 
and has no intention of doing so.’ 

A month later (according to “Southern Ex- 

posure”) Winchell was “proven” to have been 

right as usual. In a copyrighted story by 
Fred Moon in the Atlanta Journal it was 

revealed that the Klan’s imperial offices were 

empty and that Colescott had sold his At- 
lanta home and ‘retired’ to Miami. Colescott 
explained that a klanvocation (of April 23) 

had voted unanimously to suspend the consti- 
tutional laws of the Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan and to order the disbandment of all pro- 
visional klans. Colescott made it clear, how 
ever, that the Klan is dead.” 

The new book goes on to offer evidence 
proving that the Klan continued operating 
under aliases. 

The N. Y. Times foreign newsboy, Harold 
Callender, comes up with an incredible slice 
of irony that is another illustration of the 
topsy-turvy state of the world: DeGaulle is 
now backed by the same elements in France 
that had once backed Petain!. .Behind the 
Scenes: The producers of comedies always 
seat loud laughters next to critics at first- 
nights. But we doubt if this maneuver hood- 
winks any aisle-sitters The GOP has 
been revived. It has come back from the same 

grave the Democrats dug for themselves. 

Ben Grauer’s fluff gave this reporter the 
giggles on the last broadcast. There have been 

many amusing fluffs on the radio. One of our 

favorite tang tonguelers concerns the announc- 

er who wanted to say “Do you want a civil 
service job?”—which came out: “Do you want 

a chivil jervis sob?”. .Frances Perkins’ nifty 
description of FDR: “He was the rich man’s 

friend and the poor man’s brother.” 

London's Yorkshire Post tells about the ham- 

my playwright who sent a pair of ducats for 

the opening of his new revue to Winston 
Churchill. “One of these tickets,” he wrote, 

“is for you, and the other for a friend, if 
you have one.” 

Churchill replied: “I am very sorry I will be 
.mable to attend on the first night, but I will 
oe present on the second, if there is one! 

Critic John Mason Brown’s literary lace: 
‘Praise has never made anyone unhappy. We 

ike it even when we do not believe it. We 

ire of it only when it is bestowed too long 
jn other people. It is a music we do not ob- 

ect to have played off-stage. Although it may 

shame our consciences and insult our minds, 
t does ne damage to our ears. So long as 

ve remember that it sings the song not of 

vhat we are but of what we wish we were, 

t probably does not hurt us.” 

When Oscar W'ilde visited the USA, he heard 

in Industrialist bragging about the miracle 

if the invention of the telephone. It caused 

Oscar to flip: "The value of the telephone 
s the value of what two people have to say.” 

Wayne-Andrews’ tome. “The battle for Chi- 

;ago” (Harcourt, Brace), comes up with an 

tem we are putting in our drop-dead file. 

Phe author reveals that Hitler’s own news- 

>aper. the Voelkischer Beobachter, hailed a 

nidwest rag for its “purely American thinking 
ind feeling.” 

Several ne wspapers controlled by one family 
rave been flirting with bigots for many years, 
ts pages have contained many sneers about 

tliens. But here is the debunker: The man 

vho founded that newspaper dynasty was a 

oreigner! He was born in Canada! 

The apologists for American Re-Actionists 
leny that the outfit has any connection with 

he discredited America First Committee. They 
ilab that the Firsters never indulged in po- 

itical action such as the Re-Actionists are 

low undertaking. But page 481 of Under 

lover” quotes an America First leader: we 

vere all ready to enter politics when Pearl 

larbor came along. Our plan was to have 

very city block catalogued bv names of fam- 

lies and the number in each family. We were 

ilready selecting our block captains. .At elec- 

ion time our idea was to ask them to vote 

or our candidates. .That’s the way Tam- 
nanv Hall worked it and that’s the way we 

ntended to get into power.” 
In short. American Action is merely follow- 

ng a plan blue-printed by America First. 

Incidentally, “Under Cover” author John 

toy Carlson’s latest sizzling expose. “The 
blotters,” rips into the Communists. The tome 
eveals that Communist chief Wm. E. Foster 
idmitted that he is trying to recruit veterans 
‘to fight for Communists.” Several years ago, 
he Justice Dep’t issued a report stating that 
Communists here are planning to overthrow 
>ur government via violence. Now a Com- 
nunist leader confesses that he is planning 
o use ex-soldiers to fight Hhe word fight is 
rerv important!) to replace the American 
nrm n-f cfovernmont Ur;+Vl (-<rirrlrT1I,ri;1.rn 

LOW BRIDGE! 

History Of Fort Fisher 
Is Important To Nation 

County Historian Urges 
Immediate Action To 
Stop Erosion At Beach 

ANDREW J. HOWELL 
County Historian 

There is a widespread anxiety 
about the erosion of the beach at 
Fort Fisher and the consequent de- 
struction of much of its parapets. 
It is only natural that such a con- 
cern should exist for not only are 
there many family associations 
with the old fort, but there is a 
unique historical interest on the 
part of many who think of the 
great wars of the country, their 
causes and their results; and there 
is also the tendency of all of us 
to cling with interest to records of 
the heroisms and sacrifices of the 
past. The history of Fort Fisher 
forms an important part of the 
history of North Carolina, of the 
South and of the whole nation. We 
should therefore cling to it with a 
devotion and purpose which should 
ensure the preservation of its re- 
mains and the keeping alive of its 
story. 

Our people, especially the rising 
generation, should be informed 
about the great value of Fort Fish- 
er in the maintenance of the com- 
merce which was essential to the 
life of the Confederacy, and about 
the stupendous efforts made by the 
United States navy to silence its 
guns. This all forms a brilliant 
chapter in the archives of the coun- 
try. 

uur city, county and state gov- 
ernments should have a real, 
strong interest and purpose in ef- 
forts to keep the land from wash- 
ing away, and also in establishing 
a suitable memorial area there 
This would cost something; but 
why not do it, anyway? There is 
too much historical and sentimen- 
tal value involved in the idea to be 
neglected. Some things are worth 
more than the dollars and cents 
that might be expended for them. 
Public officials, at any rate, owe 
a duty toward the memory of those 
who struggled and died in the past 
to make a stronger and better na- 
tion. Heroism and sacrifice are vir- 
tues which should not be forgot- 
ten. They are a large part of the 
foundation of a better citizenship. 

There is also involved in this 
subject much more than the pres- 
ervation of any private property that might be affected. Some things 
rise above private interests into the 
higher realm of public values. 

If there is any way to stop the 
erosion at Fort Fisher, it should 
be done, and without delay. Time 
is a great element in the situa- 
tion; and it is slipping away at a 
rate that makes Us wonder when 
results far more dire shall come. 
The damage is bad enough now. 
Who .know7s what it might be in 
the near future, when another 
heavy storm might strike from the I 
sea. This is something to think ! 
about. 

An opinion has been expressed 
that there is no immediate danger 
to the terrain down there. This, 
however, cannot put back the erod- 
ed soil and the historic battlements into which brave men put their 
blood and lives. 

After the U. S. Beach Erosion ] 
board, in 1931, made an inspection i 
of the beach ^t the fort, it pub- ] hshed an exceedingly interesting 
report, which covered certain data 
as to accretion and erosion of the 1 
strand at diijferont norinrtc* ( 

* -———————- 

result being that from 1852 to 1931 
there was a net erosion of 195 feet 
at the north end of the fort. That 
may not seem at all alarming, but 
at ^east the rising and falling of the 
tidal level has carried away much 
historic soil. 

The board made practical sug- 
gestions as to checking the ero- 

sion; but, of course, it could make 
no provision for doing the work. 
It was thought then that local funds 
would not be available for it. It 
is really however, a matter that 
should have wider support in the 
state and nation. Through many 
years I tried to get the National 
Park service to take the matter 
in hand, and I have a large stack 
of correspondence with them. On 
at least two occasions their repre- 
sentatives came down to look the 
situation over; and, while all sorts 
of friendly interest was expressed, 
the remains of the old fort are still 
aw:aiting some constructive work to 

keep them. 
Except the “Battle Acre.’’ This 

was donated by the U. S. govern- 
ment, and was taken in hand, first 
by the city of Wilmington, and now 

by the New Hanover county com- 

missioners. The city did some 

worthy work there, and the coun- 

ty will, undoubtedly do some. The 
State division of the United Daugh- 
ters of the Confederacy, with con- 

fidence and loving zeal, placed its 
expensive monument on the site; 
and they now wonder whether it 
will stand much longer before the 
rising waters destroy its foundation. 

Cannot our public officials find 
some concerted way to enter into a 

constructive project to have the 
“Battle Acre” and, perhaps, some 

contiguous land protected and de- 
veloped in the interest of those 
who care, and for the sake of those 
who will come after us, that they 
also may take pride in the heroic 
memories of their fathers? 

They would do a great public 
service to get behind this idea and 
carry the public along with them. 

LETTER BOX 
CHEST IS GRATEFUL 

Mr. R. B. Page, Publisher, 
Wilmington Star News 

Wilmington, N. C. 
Dear Mr. Page: 

The Community Chest has al- 
ways appreciated the strong en- 

dorsement given to its annual cam- 

saign by the WILMINGTON STAR 
and the WILMINGTON NEWS, 
lowever, I believe that this year 
rour two papers have outdone the 
previous record in this respect and 
?iven us more “page' I” space than 
sver before. 

In behalf of my associate, Mr. 
Rogers, and of the members of 
aur Campaign Committee, I wish 
o extend the thanks and gratitude 
o you, to your editors, Mr. Hope. 
Hr. Dickson, and Mr. Haslam, and 
o your reporters Mr. Kempton, 
Hr. Cowie, Mr. Smith, and Mr. 
Breeding. Theirs was an important 
:ontribution to the success of our 

■ampaign.. Will you please also 
:ongrktulate your -advertising man- 

iger, Mr. Allegood, for the splendid 
:ooperation he secured from your 
idvertisers in sponsoring Commun- 
ty Chest copy.. We are also most 
;rateful to your radio announcer, 
Hr. McDonald, for his help and di- 1 
ection in preparing special radio 
irograms. 

Louie E. Woodbury, Jr. i 

Campaign Chairman : 

Vilmington, N. C. 
let 0 104R j 

GIRL SCOUTS PLAN 
TRAINING COURSES 

Separate Programs For 
Brownie And Interme- 
diate Leaders Planned 

Two Girl Scout training courses 

will be held during the week, Wil- 

mington Girl Scout leaders said 

yesterday. 
The courses will be conducted 

in the Community Center from 10 

o’clock until 12 noon on Tuesday 
and Friday mornings. 

For the benefit of newcomers 

to Scouting, the courses will be 
separated for Brownies and In- 
termediate leaders. They will cover 

troop organization and leadership; 
girl program planning; badges 
(Intermediate); ceremonies; and 
money making projects. 

Courses will be under the direc- 
tion of Mrs. B. M. Jones, execu- 

tive director, and Miss Dorothy 
Wells, field director. They urge 
all interested in the work to attend. 

Wing Talk 
by l. s. McMillan, jr. 

The purpose of this column, 
which is expected to appear each 
Sunday, is to enlighten the general 
public on local private flying acti- 
vities in an effort to create a larger 
air-minded group in Wilmington 
and vicin'ty. 

In future issues, you will meet the 
people who are responsible for the 
great advancement of aviation in 
Wilmington during the past 20 
years. 

The material for this column is 
gathered by the members of the 
Wilmington Aero club. 

As many of you know, there are 
ihree fields in opreation here, Caro- 
l'na Skyways, Wilmington Air 
Park, and Bluethenthal field. Each 
of those operators offer the public 
student instruction, sight seeing, 
charter service, plane rentals, and 
aerial photography. Based on these 
fields are approximately 30 planes, 
10 of which are privately owned. 
The size of these planes range from 
the familiar yellow Cub, to the five 
place, twin engined Cessna, owned 
and piloted by John Colucci. The 
newest of the privately owned ships 
is the sleek, all metal, two place 
Cessna 140, delivered last week to 
C. D. Cunningham. 

In the past 60 days there have 
been nine private pilot certificates 
isued and about 50 students have 
received their solo permit. At pre- 
sent there are approximately 80 
students under instructions, and 
working for those first solo flights. 
The average time under instruc- 
tions is something under eight 
hours. 

Flying is not a man’s sport alone. 
A large number of the fairer sex 
are taking to the air. Quite a 'lew 
rave already soloed and several 
rave received their private license, 
charlotte Sprunt, a private pilot, 
rwes her own ship, a Ryan PT 22.' 

Slop by any of the fields Sunday ifteinoon. Look over the planes, 
md see for yourself what’s going 
>n in the field of aviation right 
iere at home. Even if y^ou don’t 
ly, the operators will be glad to 
rnswer any questions you might 
lave concerning aircraft and fly- 
ng. 

Chances are you just might get 
o see a nice exhibition of stunt fly- 
r>g. Somebody usually puts on a 
;how about every Sunday after- 
ioon. 

Interpreting 
The News 

By J. M. ROBERTS, JR 
AP Foreign Affairs Analyst 

The Nationalist “cease frre 0, der in China is obviously a u 
for General George C. Ma ■■ 

1 

his efforts to get Chiang kV-?-^ to go half way in seeking an 
raent with the Communists. 
is a very shrewd move ( 
Chiang’s own standpoint. B u 

really goes farther than thr- 
America has hoped all a! ,ng { 

course, to work out the fa u.i 
differences in China and then 
diminish the chances that \ ... 

China and Manchuria would co « 
under the Soviet sway as has ou-'e, 
Mongolia. 

The Nationalists, however, ha- 
also been hoping to conque- *-! 
Communists first so that t: e 
would have less on which to £«£ in the reorganized government 

This sounds simple, but there ->■ 

numerous important unde -° 
is not as though the U. S. had beoy 
merely supporting the established 
government of an ally i: 3| 
a postwar problem. Despite ,r ^ talk about the great battle for r)e. 
mocracy put up by Chiang’s forces 
during the war. the Nationalist gov- 
ernment has been accepted by e 
United States only, as R, V,'- 
himself put it. because he sa.v „ 
alternative. Throughout ,a- 
American officers and emmis 
actually were constantly trj 

sei uuna to ngni the Japans, 
while Chiang's men seemed as 
much or more interested in check- 
mating the Communists and C(„-. 
solidating for the postwar struggle, 
Chiang’s political methods. he- 
quently remindful of European 
practices which we were figiy.uj 
to eliminate, often were embarras- 
sing—to put it mildly. Post 
elations indicate that Roosevelt was 
probably less worried about R.,-.., 
than he was about China. To : 

it bluntly, seme of Chiang's meth- 
ods smacked of Fascism. Many 1 
his critics challenged his claim 
that they were intended only : 
China’s emergency years, and that 
true Democracy would be evolved. 
The complete story of the book he 
wrote in 1943, which was removed 
from sale and placed under tree 
strictest censorship almost imme- 
diately after Allied governments re- 
ceived their copies, has never beer, 
told. But the uneasiness caused by 
his statement that, in the postwar 
period, every Chinese boy must be- 
come a soldier or an airman, has 
never been forgotten. 

One Result 

That’s why a part of the Ameri- 
can job has been to get Chiang to 
clear his own skirts. The cease 

fire order is one result of that. 
But it also may prove to be toe 

point of showdown as to actual no- 

tices on the Communist side. 
As dispatches from Nanking re- 

port, it is a shrewd move to force 
the Communists to enter the gov- 
ernment or accept responsibility for 
continued civil war. The question 
of whether the Communists are 

acting entirely on their own. or 

have come to be an implement ot 
Russian policy, is at stake. There 

have been doubts that they ever 

intended to come to terms regard- 
less of Nationalist concessions. 
There have been 'ears that they 
intended to perpetuate the cleav- 
age while working toward an auton- 
omous government: and that such 
a government would inevitably fall 
within the Russian sphere. 

The Communists have maintain- 
ed that it was impossible to con- 

duct real peace negotiations 
Chiang's armies pressed an inva- 

sion of Communist-held territory. 
Now that barrier has been rc 

ed. If the Communists imp; ov 

some other barrier now, the por- 
tents tor China, and for the re of 
the world, will look grim indeed- 

WILMINGTON MEN 
FORM NEW FIRM 

Corporators Buy Commu- 
nity Building Opposite 

Maffitt Village 
A certificate of incorporation 

been issued to Bottlers 

corporation, Wilmington 
office of Secretary of Sta r T. -■ 

Eure, according to an a 

press dispatch received 
Authorized capitol star.'. 

0OO, and subscribed stock 

by K. A. Lehto, J. C. V. 

and Peter B. Ruffin, n 

ton, was reported, 
said. 

Lehto said the new r 

oration was an affiliate 
Rock Cola bottling con p 
was formed to ass 

space for proposed expar 
the firm. 

“Public acceptance c? 
age has been so great, 
sion in other cities is aim 
lehto, local a 11 o r i 

“We organized to be 

having space to extern: 
he added. 

Lehto said the Comm 
ing, on Carolina Bear, 

opposite Maffitt Viik 
purchased to.add spare '.J. 
sion, which will come .■ 

fnee post-war days He 
reveal the amount pa: 
ouilding. 

■ ■ ~ 

.£ | 
The first branches \el 

in North America were ■ 

in Montreal and Best 


