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TOP O’ THE MORNING 

The people that walked in darkness have 
seen a great light... For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given, and the gov- 
ernment shall be upon his shoulder; and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, The Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9; 2 & 6 

The Building Situation 
Norton E. Long, chief assistant to 

Housing Expeditor Wilson W. Wyatt, 
resigns with the bitter statement that 

President Truman’s “so-called incen- 

tives to encourage rental housing” are 

a “fraud perpetrated on veterans for 

political expediency.” 
We hold no brief for the new policy 

of the Truman administration, but the 
fact remains that Mr. Wyatt failed to 
solve the housing problem for veterans 
or anybody else. Conditions could 
hardly have been worse than they were 

under Wyatt. The housing situation 
was quite as bad when he resigned as 

when he took over. Nor did they give 
promise of improving while he held 
office. 

Obviously a change was due. It is 
not known, nor can it be known without 
a test, that the Truman plan is what 
is needed. But it stands to reason that 
if housing was handicapped by the with- 
holding of building materials or the 
channeling of it into one outlet—pre- 
fabricated houses—there should be 
some betterment in the bad situation 
when materials are released for the 
open market. 

And this should apply as well to in- 
dustrial and business construction as 
well. Along with other sections and 1 

cities, not especially favored by the 
Wyatt office, Wilmington and New Han- 
over county have been retarded in their 
building programs. At least half a 
dozen industries have been waiting to 
start factory construction until they 
could buy materials. If this strangle- 
hold is to be broken this area will have 
a chance to benefit not only through the 
ultimate increase in industrial produc- 
tion but in providing employment for 
men in the building trades and later 
for factory operatives. 

This is one prospect held out by the 
new Truman policy on housing and 
building generally. It appears vast im- 
provement on what has gone before. 

The Lewis “Victory” 
John L. Lewis is credited with a par- 

tial victory in his dispute with the gov- 
ernment in that the Supreme Court ac- 
cepted a petition of his attorneys to 
broaden the scope of the hearing set for 
January 14 and by its acceptance opened 
the way for defense arguments that 
the Norris-LaGuardia Act applies and 
in consequence both Lewis and the 
United Mine Workers are guiltless. 

It had been contended during the 
trial before Judge Goldsborough in Fed- 
eral District Court that the Norris-La- 
Guardia Act was not intended to apply 
in any case involving the federal gov- 
ernment and Judge Goldsborough’s rul- 
ing and his levying of fines against 
Lewis and the union were based on this 
understanding. But as the wording of 
the Act does not specifically exempt 
the government, but merely includes 
in its scope reference to “certain con- 

ditions,” the Supreme Court could not 

well deny the Lewis attorneys a right 
to present their arguments. 

It will be up to the Supreme Court 

to determine w'hether “certain cona- 

tions” mean that the government is 

above the act, as obviously was the 

intent of the Act’s sponsors. 
In the meantime Congress will have 

reassembled and if the members carry 

out the frequently avowed purpose of 

their leaders will have new labor legis- 
lation well on its way to adoption before 
the Supreme Court is called upon to 

give its opinion on the points at issue 
between the government and John L. 

Lewis. 
In this case Lewis’ preliminary gain 

will have little or no effect upon the 
national labor situation, whether the 
fines are remitted or not. 

Press on Senator Bailey 
In reading the comments of North 

Carolina editors on Senator Bailey, 
whose death shocked the nation, it is in- 
teresting to note that all agree he was a 

man of outstanding courage and inde- 

pendence. The Charlotte Observer, for 
example, says this: 

“One of the tests of greatness, we 

believe, is not so much an inventory of 

actual, tangible accomplishments as the 
courage to maintain one’s convictions 
when it is unpopular to do so in the 
face of determined opposition. 

“Senator Bailey met that test, for he 
was one of the first to perceive the 
dangers of the economic quackery that 
swept the country in the 1930s, and, 
when it was tantamount almost to po- 
litical suicide to oppose the national ad- 
ministration, he cried out against those 
practices that he knew were leading 
toward economic chaos, undermining 
states’ rights, and concentrating too 
much power in too few hands that he 
foresaw would inevitably result in a 

form of tyranny alien to the American 
ideal. 

“For that he was prescribed by the 
administration as a reactionary, al- 
though just ten years before, when he 
ran for Governor of North Carolina, he 
was defeated because his own party re- 

jected him as a radical.” 
And this from the Asheville Citizen: 
In many ways, Josiah Bailey typifi- 

ed the paradox which is North Carolina. 
He was a Democratic party ‘regular’ 
yet it was a break from his party’s 
eadership in this State which elevated 
tim to the Senate. He was condemned 
is a ‘radical’ in his youth and attacked 
is a ‘reactionary’ in his later years. 

“A thread of consistency, however, 
*an through his career. Josiah Bailey 
was first and foremost an individualist, 
n his estimates of men and events 
’rom time to time he may have been 
wrong, but no one ever entertained 
vigorous disrespect for his convictions, 
rhey were born of courage, stubborn 
md unshakable. 

senator Bailey was sometimes set 
own as ‘anti-administration.’ It is‘truer 

;hat he was never, ‘anti’ anything but 
>nly ruggedly independent when it came 
o issues.” 

The Greensboro News comments: 
The relative few who were privilag- ?d to know Josiah William Bailey inti- 

mately, to get close to him in such roles 
is fellow fishermen, declared that they ?ound a warm comradeship and personal 
?low which the public was not privileged to know. It was but another facet of 
the man, the citizen and the senator 
whose brilliance of intellect, analytical 
ability and powers of expression were 
recognized, honored and applauded but 
whose public life and record were so 
argely made up of enigmatical com- 
plexities.” 

Says the Greensboro Record: 
While Senator Bailey supported 

Franklin D. Roosevelt for election in 
1932, and for re-election in 1936, he 
differed with him on a number of is- 
sues. He came to be regarded as one 
of the leaders of the coalition of con- 
servative Democrats and Republicans 
who bucked many of the New Deal poli- 
cies and programs. But while differing 
with the administration on many do- 
mestic matters, Senator Bailey support- 
ed it on most of its international views 
and, wholeheartedly, on the conduct of 
the war.” 

And from the Raleigh News and 
Obeserver we cull: 

“Although he had a long career be- 
fore his election to the Senate, Senator 
Bailey will be best remembered because 
of his service in that body for 16 years. 

There were widely differing views about 
the positions he assumed and the votes 
he cast in the Senate, but there was 

never any question among his consti- 

tuents or among his colleagues con- 

cerning the high order of his ability 
or his gift as an orator.” 

Labor Schizophrenia 
By VERMONT ROYSTER 

WASHINGTON—The American labor move- 

ment today is suffering from a severe case 

of split-personality. 
On the one hand it is struggling to take 

its first few toddling steps towarci maturity 
and responsibility and on the other, it clings 
stubbornly to its militant, chip on-the- 
its bitter heritage from the past. The struggle 
shoulder, public-be-damned attitude wnich is 
between these two opposed instincts and de- 
sires will be a long and hard one. It cannot 
be easily resolved. 

The labor movement, of course, has always 
factionalized. There is nothing new in finding 
labor’s leaders at loggerheads with one an- 

other. What is distinctive is that the current 

division in the labor movement is not so much 
a clash between rival political organizations 
as it is ?- clash between economic and po- 
litical ideas. 

The immediate result of this schizophrenia 
will be a continuation of uncertainty and con- 

fusion within the labor movement, and prob- 
ably, too, more chaos in the nation’s eco- 

nomic and business life. It means frustration 
for labor’s leadership and bewilderment for 
the rank-and-file. 

But the fact that there is a group within 
the movement, however small it may be now, 
which is beginning to question militancy and 
to think in terms of the whole public good 
is significant. 

Obviously, the labor movement has not yet 
come to intellectual maturity. Nevertheless, a 

surprising number of its officials in Washing- 
ton have begun to take stock of the situation 
and to speak in more conservative tones. 
Some of this change is voluntary; more of it 
is due to the fact that labor’s leaders, as 

Mr. Dooley remarked of Supreme Court 
justices, follow the election returns. 

Labor leaders might ignore any errant phil- 
osophers in their ljnidst. But they have given 
the election and the public’s reaction to the 
coal strike a ten pound look. What they saw 

worries them. 
There is unanimity of alarm. The fracture 

develops as the leaders debate which road 
labor should now follow-r-should it fight back 
with more militancy, or should it accept a 

new role of joint responsibility with business 
for public welfare? Both sides of this split- 
personality were displayed here last week. 

Mr. Philip Murray of the C.I.O., without 
waiting to reach the bargaining table, began 
to threaten business with another round of 
wage demands, the strong implication being- 
that his unions are prepared to strike to get- 
them. To argue his case that more wage 
boosts are justifiable and that they can be 
granted without raising prices he hired Mr. 
Robert Nathan, a former New Deal govern- 
ment economist, to supply him with an ap- 
propriate number of statistics, charts and dia- 
grams. 

With the Nathan study as a springboard, 
Mr. Murray yesterday urged the Federal Gov- 
ernment to adopt a “high wage policy.” He 
told the President’s council of economic ad- 
visers that higher wages are necessary to 
maintain purchasing power but that industry 
should not be “permitted” to raise prices. 

Thus, before the new year has even begun, 
Mr. Murray has faced the nation with the 
not unlikely prospect of a winter's tale of 
strikes in the steel and auto industries. 

Contrasted with this was the attitude of the 
labor members of the National Planning As- 
sociation which held a two-day session earlier 
in the week. Their attitude was embodied in 
a little publicized statement which set forth 
in very clear language some novel concepts 
>f the responsibilities of union leadership- 
novel, that is, for labor to express. 

In brief, this statement set forth four propo- 
sitions: (1) That union well-being and pros- 
perity depends upon the employer and that 
i union injures itself if it injures its em- 

ployer; (2) that union leaders have a major 
ob in informing their members of the prob- 
ems which the employer faces and in 'teach- 
ng loyalty to the employer as well as to the 
anion; (3) that unions should actually bar- 
lain, not demand; and (4 that agreements 
)nce reached should be fully binding upon 
joth sides. 

What makes the N.P.A. statement signifi- 
:ant is the position of the men who joined 
n it. The N.P.A. is a non-profit, unaffiliated 
association of men prominent in business, 
government and labor. Its labor, committee 
ncludes such diversified voices as those of 
VTario Hedges of the Electrical Workers 
Brotherhood, Clinton Golden of the United ( 
Steelworkers Union, Solomon Barkin of the 
rextile Workers, Boris Shiskin of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and James Carey 
af the C.I.O. 

The statement, it is true, leaves much un- 
said. But so far as it goes it is sound and. 
if adhered to, would do much to improve 
the present standing of unions both with busi- 
ness and the public. 

“AVe believe,” said these labor officials, 
"that unions should be operated for the bene- 
fit for four parties: The public, the consumers- ] 
union members and the company. Any man- 

agement, or any union, which conceives its 
responsibilities toward a business or society 
to extend no further than its own narrow in- 
terest is an anachronism and has lost its 
social usefuless.” 

It is not easy to reconcile this statement 
with the actual conduct of the unions as ex- 

emplified in the coal strike and the C.I.O. 
tactics of pre-conference table threats and of 
strikes if all demands are not met forthwith. 

The first suspicion is that labor, like Elmer 
Gantry, believes in saying one thing on Sun- 
day and doing something else on Monday. 

The explanation, however, is not quite so 

simple. The fact is that there is today a 

deep cleavage within the labor movement. 
The top leaders, who are essentially poli- 
ticians, are bewildered by the turn of events. 
They are" uncertain as to the future. But 
their instincts and training are militant and 
it is difficult for them to change at Ihis late 
hour. Furthermore, they are prodded on by 
the extreme left-wing group, some of whom 
favor troubles simply for trouble’s sake. 

On the other hand, there is definite change 
of heart at the lower levels of the unions. 
It was this “second check” of labor official- 
dom that supported the N.P.A. statement. And 
at any gathering of the local leaders, such 
as the recent C.I.O. conference in Atlantic 
City, it is clear that a large body of the 
rank-and-file are dissatisfied with the leader- 
ship and weary of continuous strikes.—Wall 
Street Journal. 

ON, DONNER! ON, BLITZEN! 
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Businessman Blasts Santa Claus 
As Unfair To All Children, Parents 

BY RICHARD N. GARDNER 
United Press Staff Correspondent 

NEW YORK, Dec. 17—<U.R)—Santa 
Claus is unfair to children, 
parents, and department store 

owners, an irate businessman said 
Monday, and the country would be 
better off without him. 

Lest he be regarded as a 20th 
century Scrooge, the gentleman, 
Phillip Kirkman, who is president 
of F. A. O. Schwarz, one of the 
world's largest toy stores, hasten- 
ed to add that he wasn’t talking 
about the real Santa Claus. 

“I’m talking about the army of 
imposters with white beards and 
red robes who descend upon us 

every Christmas.” he said. “Look 
at ’em. Skinny, odd-sized creatures 
their straggly hair blowing in the 
breeze. Santa is much too whole-1 
some a figure to be portrayed by 
such people.” 

Kirkman, who has children of his 
own, sat in his office at 745 Fifth 
ave., and surveyed the neighbor- 
hood. which was dotted with be- 
robed individuals, the hirelings of 
charities and department stores. 

“Now understand.” ne said, turn- 

ing from the scene with a shudder. 
“I think the Santa Claus legend 
is a wonderful thing. But”—and he 
pounded his desk for emphasis— 
“our kids will believe in Santa a 

iot longer if they don’t see him so 

jften in the flesh.” 

Kids have a conception of St. j 
Mick far better than any depart- 
ment store Santa in spirit, lan- 
guage, and conduct, Kirkman said, 
rwenty-six years in the toy busi- 
less have taught him never to 
allow anyone to impersonate the 

oily old gent in his store. 

“A voice, a picture, even a movie 
-that’s O. K. But I’ll have no 

lesh-and-blood Santa in Schwarz’s.!' 
Kirkman maintained that pseudo- 

■mm mm m — a 

Religion 
Day By Day 

BY WILLIAM T. ELLlS 

jET’S go old-fashioned 
If there were not such a serious 

side to it all, we could afford to 

augh at the underdone professors, 
md the “emancipated” young 
;hings, who have tried to throw 
into the scrap-heap the tested 
standards of life which the ages 
iave set us. “Old-fashioned” is 
heir ultimate word of condem- 
lation — as if all the essential 
.hings of life had not been old- 
la shioned long before Abraham 
eft the Ur of the Chaldees. 
Life’s ancient code of character 

md conduct and good taste can- 
iot, be 

^ 
overturned by calling if 

‘lousy.” Perhaps these pseudo- 
‘intellectuals,” who no longer , 
iave dealings with t he Bible, ; 
should be reminded that the Bible 
still has dealings with them. One 
ioes not alter. the law of gravi- nation by denying it. The truths , 5f Scripture—not because they are 
n the Bible, but because they are 
Irue,—require, and will ultimately 
iave, a reckoning with everybody. Fhere is no getting away from ^ 
Him who is the Truth. 1 

Perhaps the “new” generation ( 
iave been simply stUpid in not 1 
seeking truth where it is most 1 
:learly to be found. t 

Have mercy upon wayward and i 
wandering feet. O Lord. May they 

a-TUS* - T-th ; 

Santas are unfair to everybody. 
First of all, he said, the kids want 
to know how the Santa they see 

sitting in department stores can 

all be the same St. Nick. 
“Santas” are unfair to parents, 

he said because they have to think 
up explanations for Santas ubiquity. 
Finally, they’re a ^ain in the neck 
to department store owners, who 
have to put on extra help and be 
annoyed with the chaos which en- 
sues for the two weeks leading 
up to the holidays. 

“But I’m sorry for the children 
most of all.” Kirkman said. “Be- 
lieve me—Santa is fine in a party 
of eight-year-olds and upward— 
but please keep him away from 
the little fellows.” 

McKENNEY 
On BRIDGE 

By WILLIAM E. McKENNEY 
America's Card Authority 

A 8765 
♦ 10 5 3 
♦ 965 
AKQ7 

A None A K 4 3 2 
*QJ6 *974 
♦ K Q J 7 ♦ A 10 8. 

4 2 A A 102 
♦ 9654, 

A AQJ 109 
♦ A K. 8 2 
♦ 3 
♦ J83 

Duplicate—Both vul. 
South West North East 
1 A 2 ♦ Pass 2 N. T. 
3 * Pass 3 A Pass 
4 A Pass Pass Pass 

Opening—♦ K 18 

Written for XEA Service 
(This is the third of a series of 

six articles on the smoother play 
probably the most fascinating play in bridge and the most difficult to 
recognize.) 

* * * 

I suggest, that you clip the six 
articles on the smoother play in 
this series and study the play 
from ail angles. 

Timing is the important thing in 
the smoother play, and very often 
he timing is lost before the play 
s recognized. That is why it is 
difficult to execute the play. 

In today’s hard, declarer ruffs 
.he second round of diamonds and 
?ads the jack of clubs. East of 
-ourse refuses to win, as he does 
lot want to create Uvo entries into 
iummy for declarer. Another club 
s ie.d which East wins w.ih the 
ice. and he returns a diamond 
which South ruffs. 

A club is led to dummy and a 

rump finesse taken. South then 
:ashes the ace and king of hearts 
md leads a small heart. West is 
breed to win and must lead a 
liamond or a club. 
At this point dummy and East 

;ach hold three trumps, while de- 
ilarer has the ace and queen of 
rumps and the eight of hearts. 
Vhatever West leads is trumped 
n dummy, and you can see East’s 
iredicament. If he trumps low, 
lummy will be allowed to hold the 
rick; while if he trumps with the 
:ing, declarer will overtrump with 
he ace. So once again East is 
mothered out of his king. 
However, if the defense is alert, 

hey can defeat this hand, as I will 
how you tomorrow. 

Star Dust 
Complacency 

I look at guys I pass and say 
I’m very glad I am not they: 
My gosh! I wonder; do they think 
How glad I am I’m not that gink! 

—Ina S. Stovall. 

Murder In Hollywood 
When Dorothy Parker attended 

her first Hollywood party, the 
other guests wondered how soon 
someone would fall victim to her 
acid wit. They didn’t have to won- 
der very long. 

A young actress fishing for com- 

pliment finally moved Miss Parker 
to say with a disarming warmth, 
‘‘I think that you’re the most beau- 
tiful girl in Hollywood.” 

“I know you don’t really mean 
that,” the actress simpered, 
“you’re just saying it.” 

“Which makes us even, my 
dear”, purred Dorothy. “If I 
didn’t say it you’d think it.’’ 

Head Man 
A little group of professional 

men were chatting together in the 
lobby of a large hotel. 

"I,” said me of the men, “am a 
worker in bronze. I’m an artist.” 

“My work is in stone,” said an- 
other “I’m a sculptor.” 

“I work in ivory,” said a dreamy 
little man seated in the corner. 

“What profession?” someone 
asked. 

“College professor,” he answer- 
ed absently. 

An Amazing Situation 
We never believed we’d Jive to 

see the day such a situation would 
be publicly spread upon the record. 
An official report from the Army 
states, without any equivocation or 
mental reservation, that Sinatra : 
records are played on the rifle 
ranges. The music relaxes the 
nervous tension of green recruits i 
and soothes their subconscious 
minds sp they will squeeze the trig- 

WHY WE SAY W StAM i OOUINIt L 1 8UW50N 
f T'" " — ■- .. ■ 1 

'[MOURNING 
BAND* 

The mourning band is an outgrowth 0 

an old English custom. At one time 

wealthy households, following a dea 

in the family, attired their servants m 

complete black outfits. This custom *39 

later modified and the servants «°re 

only black bands on their sieeves-^^J 

i ne uucior Jays— 

CHILDREN’S LIVES 
MOLDED IN HOME 

5y WILLIAM A. O'BRiex \* Good food and good famil, /' ire essential for the develop " 
>f normal children CM'dr? ent 
be deprived of many' Vh., C5!1 
called “essentials” withorn /,,/ mg any apparent loss SUIe^• 

The family, as the basic unit society, provides the emn/„ c! 
background for most a'dji1 / havior. Children have an u 0re' nate tendency to mimic a n//i behavior, even though thev display active hostility to-ara T' 
parent and criticize him 'sever* A poor home environment ic '/i necessarily one in which the / poverty brutality 0r m[ *« 
writes Dr. Douglas D 
Cleveland p s y chiatrist j/0?/ Journal Lancet. A worse i! one in which there is reject/, 
neglect of children bv their n/ ents. 

1 eir Par- 

Children are human beings with all the rights, desires, and can' bill ties of human beings Chi’dZ who are not wanted, because the, 
are the “wrong” sex or for other reason, enter life's batti. with a great handicap. 

Many parents unfortunate), play favorites with their children and go out of their way to sh/ 
some of them special conside-- 
ation, thus deeply hurting th. others. " 

mu •, 

me vicum of eve-7 family quarrel, even though h» 
may not hear or see his parent! 
quarreling. 

Society has a habit of blaming mothers when children go wrong 
though fathers should be held 
equally responsible. The job of be. ing a good mother is more im- 
portant, according to psychia- 
tiists, than most of the position.! which women try to occupy in th» 
work-a-day world. 

Motherhood is not something tj 
be taken for granted, and while it does not enjoy the dignity 0| 
a professional classification, the 
responsibilities of a professional 
are there. 

P%rents should plan their lives 
so th-at. their chief purpose is the 
upbringing of good children. Many 
parents attempt to evade this re 
sponsibility by consigning their 
children to the care of others, 
seeking to “escape” by joining 
clubs and working in public-spin;. 
ed organizations. 

QUESTON; I have a loose car- 
tilage below my ribs on the left 
side, near my heart. My physician 
tells me that it will not do tr,e 
any harm. What is your opinion! 

ANSWER: I agree with him, 
This piece of cartilage is often 
separated, and its position should 
be considered a variation of nor 
mal. 

ger slowly, calmly and confidently, 
The Army report says without 
bungling any words that “for the 
first time In the history of Fort 
Belvoir” a group of 200 remits 

unanimously got by their qualify- 
ing trials. | 

Ah! Sinatra eases the nerves. 

What a complete change from the 

bellowings and verbal lashings of 
the old-fashioned sergeants who be- 

lieved it their duty fo make men 

of boys in as short a time as pos- 
sible. The Voice has scored again. 
What shall be done about it? Fer- 

haps we all need Frankie's treat- 
ment. Life is too hurried, tense 
these days. Why couldn't cham- 

bers of commerce hire Frank to 

roar over a metropolis in a com- 
fortable plane and broadcast to all 
those below. City life poses i'i 

problems, but if Sinatra has bested 
old Army sergeants, almost any 

thing can happen. 

Speaking Fnr Myself 
The ermine get dirty, the 

gathers moths, 
And fox is just so much baloney, 

Let’s not be a fool over men 

caracul 
My dear,’ you’ll look grand it» 

coney. 
—Merle Beynon. 

The Accommodating Lover 

In the furnace-room, Sammy, thi 

colored janitor, sat writing > :f-‘ 

ter. his paper on the end o' 13 

overturned box. The furnace-mas 
came in to tend the fire. 

Sammy’s pencil moved 
snail-like pace across the paper. 

"Mah goodness! You sho doel 

write slow,” the furnace-man w- 

served. 
“Ah means to,” replied Samir-,. 

“Mah girl kain’t read fast. 


