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Favored Few Make Living

From Law

Of Averages

By JACK C. LUNAN
Star Staff Writer

Ever hear of the law of averages?

Well as far as we can under-
stand, it is something elusive like
the Einstein theory, perpetual mo-
tion or how high is up, but guaran-
teed to cateh up with you some-
time or other, in one way or an-
other.

Personally, we don’t know much
about the law part of the guestion
put averages have haunted our
very existence from cradle days on

pAlong about the time we were
trying to master the technique of
megotiating our first pair of ice
skates, we remember the mater
telling the next door neighbor that
our average weight gain had been
consistent almost from diapers
through rompers.

Then came grammar school with
its Three R’'s, history, geography
— and of course fractions and
averages. In high school and col
lege there were average attend-
ance, average grades, average ex-
pectancy of becoming a down-trod-
den pauper or a gouty millionaire.

Our first introduction to the law
of averages came during a fairly
prosperous, but altogether unsuc-
cessful attempt to outride and out-
shine the race riding abilities of
the Sloans, Sandes and other lumi-
naries of American racing. For it
seems that the Sport of Kings
evolves around the law of aver-
ages. If you stay long enough with
the man behind the grill at the $2.-
00 mutuel window, the law of aver-
ages will take care of yolu and
eventually you will cash a ticket.
If you keep on riding, the law of
averages will catch up with you
and the track ambulance will
whisk you off to white sheets and
maybe pretty posies that you never
will smell.

Then after swapping participation
in sports to writing about them,
the old bogey of averages, like a
saucy gremlin, was forever pres-
ent among the keys, springs, nuis
and bolts that make a typewriter
click. In the spring, when our
thoughts were straying toward a
hickory pole and a possible perch,
there were basketball averages to
figure. With the prespiration and
other worries of hot summer even-
ings came the task of doping the

“fielding average of Joe Doak, the
pitching averages of good, medi-
ocre and just other pitchers, and
at the season’'s end, the non-in-
glorious duty of placing on paper,
the batting averages of the Katydid
Kittens.

Working a trick for King George,
we found that Old Man Average
was still with us. If we showed
better than average leadership
ability, there was the expectancy
of three stripes and the priviledge
of sipping mild and bitter in the

iy estaminet. If your marksman-
ship was up to a certain average
you got a medal to hide a grease
spot on the left breast of your
tunic. If Fritz was sending over a
shower of cemetery tickets, there
was an average chance that one of
them would not be marked witk
your name. Such was the army and
averages.

But the law of averages seems to
be here, there and everywhere —
at least the averages are. An aver-
age dose of medicine seems to have
its good points, bad taste or not
Unecle Sam in inguiring into your
earnings, asks about averages. The
stock market ticker keeps you well
informed as to stock, bond, grain
or cotton averages. Mr. Anderson’s
staff at the U. S. Department ol
Agriculture wear away gross after
gross of pencils figuring crop ano
dairy production averages. The
weather man keeps busy with tem-
perature, precipitation and othe:
averages. And the man behind our
favorite cigar counter, bobs up
every now and then to offer us an
“‘Above the Average Weed."”

A friend of ours who dabbles in
the insurance field, assures us
that averages play more than a
little part in whether you collect
on a premium or not. It seems
there's the life expectancy average
and the law of probabilities, which
has all to do with adjusting losses
after a ship and cargo goes to join
the growing wealth of one Davey
Jones.

In the field of aviation there is
average flight time, average cargo
load, and a below average pay
check for the general run of per
sonnel. In the newspaper world
there is daily advertising lineage,
average circulation figures, aver
age newsprint consumption. The
common carriers base expected
profits on average pay loads. I
you watch over your pate there
is better than an average chance
that it will not lose its foliage be-
fore your second set of store teeth
wears out. If you leave home
early enough you have a fair aver-

your favorite cinema. If the new
shoes you bought are of dependable
workmanship the averages are ir
your favor against corn or bunion
worries. If your family is not toc
large, there is just an average
possibility that there will still be
some hot water left when you are
ready for your bath.

We remember well the fast-grey-
ing, ping-cheeked teacher who first
introduced us to Mr. Average. Like
a bad dream he has made our life
a series of constant worries.

But at last we have found one
guy we can not only feel sorry for
but laugh at in holy glee.

Imagine a guy making a living
figuring averages. And he goes by
the title of average adjuster at

gergeant’'s mess instead of a low-

that. Poor sap.

Today And Tomorrow

(Continued From Page One)

is no less interesting. Men between
seventeen and twenty-five are con-
siderably more optimistic about
their own chances than are men
over forty. The prosperous are,
of course, more optimistic than
the poor. But even the poor voted
by a substantial majority (61.4 per
cent) that they have a better
chance than their fathers. Negroes,
most significantly, are more opti-
mistic (67.8 per centy about their
own opportunities than the poor,
as a whole, and are indeed very
nearly as ptimistic as the national
average of all Americans. About
their sons’ chances they are most
optimistic than the average, more
optimistic than any other classifi-
cation of men. Only 5.3 per cent
think their sons will be worse off
than they: 75 per cent believe they
will be better off.

There is no evidence here that
Americap society is becoming fixed
and rigid in a separation of classes.
On the contrary these figures say
that not only is American society
expanding internally but that the
circulation from the bottom to the
top is felt by the great majority to
be free and active. These figures
contradict flatly any theory that
American society is following the
classic patiern towards class and
caste, towards hereditary privilege
of the few and permanent inferior-
ity for the many.

*

* *

These figures throw much light
on the problem of social revolu-
tion. My own view is that the
common and distinguishing char-
acter of social revolutions is not
the ideology of the revolt nor the
program of the revolutionists: it
is the rise of new men to power
and position. Revolutionary gov-
ernments, including our own at
the end of the eighteenth century.
are on the whole composed of
much younger men thap estab:
lished governments. The vigor
which revolutionary governments
usually display for a time is in
great measure due to the fact that
they break with the rules of sen-
fority in the selection of men to
posts of power and influence.

Mr. Roper’s figures would, I
think, justify the statement that
in America the circulation upward
in the social order is so free and
active that this country is living
in a state of slow but permanent
revolution. The violent forms of
revolution occur where the circu
lation is obstructed, and only 2n
explosion can restore it. As long
as most of the people of a country
feel that in 1act tney are not con-
stricted and held down, that coun-
try has the essential benefit of
resolution—the renewal of its vigor

convulsions which are the price
of revolution.

This is almost certainly the
reason why Americans, though
they are in rapid motion not only
from place to place but from one
social level to another, are ideologi
cally today more conservative than
most of the rest of the world.
They are conservative about their
institutions because they lack the
motive which really impels masses
of men to wish to change their in-
stitutions. That motive is the de-
nial or the absence of opportunity
for the mass of men. In this coun.
try today the mass of men do not
think they lack, or are being de-
nied, opportunity. ‘

*
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From this many consequences
flow. One is that Americans are
unwilling 'to take the trouble to do
much about their institutions
which have become in many re-
spects antiquated—the structure ot
government, for example, in Con-
gress and its relations with the
presidency. If this country were in
serious trouble, the defects of the
government might be disastrous.

The reason the pecple do not
worry sufficiently about the defects
of the government is that the social
order, as they see it in Mr. Roper's
survey, does not seriously trouble
them. They put up with a govern-
ment that works badly because ex-
cept in time of war or deep de-
pression, they do not found their
expectations in life op what the
government does.

* ¥ @

Another consequence of the free
and _active circulation within
American society is that though
people are optimistic and hopeful,
they are not settled and serene.
In fact considering what America
has to offer, Americans are not
nearly so happy as they would wish
to be. This circulation, this per-
sona_l pProgress upward, requires
continual persona] readjustment to
néew ways of living and that makes
men nervous and anxious gnd irri-
table, and unsure and insecure.
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S_o the condition is not one
which, despite the spectacularly
optimistic vote of confidence, pro-
(tiil::ces a complacent self satisfac-

1.

?opyright, 1846, New York Tribune
ne.

In the sixteenth century the
Emperor Akbar of India brought
weavers from Persia to make
rugs for his friends. Today many
beautifu] hand woven rugs are
produced in India, Some Indian
rugs follow Persian motifs, but
many introduce native ideas of
art. Olq Indian rugs are extreme-

by a rise of new men—without the

ly valuable.

ACROSS
1. Counter
(Poker)
5. Metallic
rocks -
9. Glisten
10. Arboreal
marsupial .
12. Kind of
dance
13. Beat it!
(slang)
14. Territory 9. iht:.\:;
. 8. e
16. g:n of the 11.Biblical
infinitive name
17. Music 15. Ecclesi-
note astical
18. Heavy vestment
hammers
22. Units of

ink

4. Tops

5. Signs as
correct
(abbr.)

6. Fabulous
bird

7 Organof
hearing

8. Kind of
rock

29.
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DAILY CROSSWORD

8. Covers with 19. Sprite
20. —— mater,

covering
21. Broad smile
23. Lassie
24.
217.

"~ 30. A state
32.
34.
35.
36.

40.

< []m}
m|Z M}

brain

BOOTS AND HER BUDDIES —

(wnY, 1T'c ANOTHER
BO% FROM THE FOLKS!
S50 SOON AFIER
CHRISTMAS, TOo ! MUST
PE SOMETHING THEY
FORGOT }

EEEE

Cut
Digit
Restricted

(- [mZjmi )

AW[SEVIEWISHE

Attempt Satorday’s Answer

Head
coverings
Egresses
A fine line
of a letter
(Tlus.)
Officer’s
assistant

41. Chest sound

43. Witty saying

44. Evening
(Poet.)

45. Twilled
fabric

F

T

work
25. Smudge

26. Sanctified
person
28. To search

A person
(slang)

31. Tumuit

2\

33. Species of
. pillar
34. Assistants

1

37. At home
38. Hewing too}

39. Longs for
12. Timing

device
46. A lariat

57

47. Cooking

device
48. Doesn't work
49. Stair

.

50. Nourish
DOWN

V 8

1. A disease
2. Nuclel of

750 7

starch grain
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Saturday’s Cryptoquoter

FELLOW.

BRAIN, THAT TO THE HIGHEST DOTH ATTAIN—

7.AD

CRYPTOQUOTE—A cryptogram quotation
F’"WW MHYA H MPST HNCTI
BAA ZVASAMC HWW

MVA

IWCSO GCNAB—ZHMMB.
IT IS THE HEART, AND NOT THE

LONG-

Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. -

age chance of getting a seat al(j

DOG NOTES

By Peter Boggs

NOVEL PUPPY FEEDER

A friend of mine had a real
dog problem a few weeks ago that
he solved in a rather novel man
ner. His Springer Spaniel had a
litter of six puppies. Two days
after they were born the mother
dog died. Now came the problem
of hqw to feed the orphaned pups.

This is how he did it:

He took an old innmer tube that
was hanging in his garage and six
rubber nipples, the kind used on
babies'’ _bottles, to a nearby serv-
ice station. There the nipples were
vulcanizeg to the inner tube, At
home, milk was poured into the
inner tube and all six puppies re-
ceived their meals at the same
time. All of the pups thrived on
this novel feeding and today the
inner tube with the nipples Is
pargging in the garage just in case
it is needed again some time in
the future,

-

WHAT TO FEED PUP

Many of you must have received
dogs as Christmas gifts judging
from the number of requests I
have received for feeding advice.

Remember that any puppy will
eat and eat until his little sides
bulge, but allowing the animal to
get in that condition is very harm-
gul. He should be feq at regular
intervals and not given too much
at any one time, even though it
may be fun to keep feeding him
little morsels of this and that all
day long. Until a pup is four
monthg of age he should be fed
four times a day. Here is a sug-
gested diet:

8 a.m.—One-half glass of warm
milk poured over dry cereal, such
as shredded wheat, etc, Once or
twice a week add the yolk of an
egg.

Noon—One-guarter pound of raw
beef mixed with half to three-
quarters of a cup of canned spin-
ach or tomatoes. To this add a
teaspoonful of cod liver oil every
other day.

4 p.m.,—Half to three quarters of
a glass of warm milk poured over
dry cereal or dry cereal dog food.

8 p.m. — One-quarter pound of
raw beef mixed with a small
amount of canned tomatoes or
spinach, plus some moistened dry
dog food.

The dog’s diet should also in-
clude a raw knuckle bone to chew
om occasionally, and, from time to
time, a puppy biscuit. Now as to
the amount of food a puppy re-
quires. Of course a Great Dane
pup requires a larger meal than
a Scottie. As a guide to the proper
size of a meal I suggest that it
be less than one-half the size of
the animal's head.

If you received an older dog
(over a year of age) he should
have two meals a day — in the
morning a small amount of milk
and dry cereal and his regular
large meal every evening, If you
have any particular questions re-
garding the feed of your pet,
please write me in care of this
paper.

L
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DOG SAVES LIFE OF

ANOTHER DOG
When a dog saves the life of
a human, the press of the country
usually heralds the deed by dis
playing the story prominently, But
dogs do not always limit their
rescues to human beings. “'Tim,”
a. Cocker Spaniel, was out walk-
ing with his master when they
passed the edge of a small pond
and were startled by the frantic
barking of a Collie pup that had

fallen through the ice.
Two men were trying to rescue

the animal; but in vain as the ice

was too thin to allow them to ap-
proach the spot where he was
struggling. Each time the seem-
ingly doomed dog would get his
front paws up onto the ice it
woulq give way, plunging him
back into the cold water.

“Tim"” had never seen the pup
before but without hesitation he
ran onto the ice and slowly edged
his way towards the stricken dog.
After many attempts he finally ar-
rived close enough 1o grasp the
Collie’s collar and help him up on-
to the solig ice. Turning quickly,
as if he sensed that the ice would
not support their combined weight,
he romped to shore followed by
his new canine £rie.‘1d.

L]

LET VET SEE SICK DOG

Dogs like humans suffer from
lack of certain vitamins. A friend
of mine owns a dog who seemed
to have an extreme case of
mange. The dog's hair fell out,
accompanied by loss of appetite
and a general run-down condition.
A competent veterinary found that
the dog lacked vitamin A, The
proper medicine brought about a
complete recovery.

If your dog sickens from any ail-
ment whatsoever it is best to take
him to a good vet. Do not rely
on patent dog medicines and hope
for a cure. Like people, dogs suf-
fer many ills which have identical
symptoms, and only a good veter-
inary can prescribe the proper
treatment.

L]

DOG ADDS SPOTS AFTER

HE’S BORN

Most of us are familiar with the
Dalmatian, or coach dog as this

* =

breed is popularly known, But did|

you know that these dogs arrive
in the world pure white and that
the many black spots with which
they are covered do not make
their appearance until the pup is
many weeks old?

- * *

THE QUESTION BOX

Question: What is the youngest
age at which the Laidlaw-Dunkin
treatment for distemper can safe
ly be given? How soon after ex-
posure does a dog develop dis-
temper?—F. R.

Answer: The Laidlaw - Dunkin
immunization treatment shouldn’t
be given to a dog until he is" at
least four months old. Distemper
usually deveiops five {o nine days
after the dog has been exposed.

Question: How long does it take
to worm a dog?—D. S. L.

Answer: A dog should receive
no food for twenty-four hours prior
to being given worm medicine.
Most medicines will act within one
hour after being given to the dog.

(Released by McNaught Syndi-

cate, Inc.)
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AUTHORS FILE SUIT

WASHINGTON, Dec. 28—(P)—A

suit for $26,753 was entered in Dis.
trict of Columbia court today
against Michael Todd, producer of
“Up In Central Park,” by Marion
Lovitz who said the money was
owed to the authors of e play.
. Miss Lovitz she acted as assignee
for Herbert and Dorothy Fields,
who wrote the book and lyries, and
Sigmund Romberg, composer of
the music for the play.

Papers ! the case asserted the
money was owed under a contract
calling for a percentage of gross
weekly box office receipts.
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Macau, Portuguese settlement

in China, was for many years fi-

GET T, DAvEY ?
HE'Ss DOING HIS
DERNDEST To MAKE

HE FIGURES SOME-

THING LIKE THAT

CACTLS WILL Bt @

CONSTANT REMINDER
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A SHARP REMINjgg
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(GES, WiTH YOUR HOUSE 1 MR. WeKEE, YOU )
N ANOTHER'S NAME \ ARE HONES' MAN I CAN TRUST!
TILL THE DIVORCE IS | T GEEVA YOU A DEED 1O EET
FINAL. COUNTESS, YOUR | NOW: AN' LEETLA LATER YOU
RASCALLY HUSBAND / CAN DEED EET BAC TO ME!
COULD FIND NOTHING
HE COULD CLAIM

OF COU

RSE: COUNTESS, I'D BE

DELIGHTED 10 DO THIS! QUIBBLE: | YOU SO e

MAKE OUT THE PEED TO ME, AND MR. McKEE!

L WE'LL NRMAIL IT DOWN TO BE FOR oucaEx‘
RECORDED AT ONCE OUTWEET riaT
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</ OH.TANK

PARASITE!

IT REALLY HAS BACK

BEEN A
SATISFACTORY

WALLET & BOBBLE
HAVE BUILT WP A
GOOD BUSINESS,
AND WE'VE LIVED
COMFORTABLY, NINA.

$700 HAS GONE | WEVE MOVED INTO i
INTO

EQUIPMENT, AND
WE'VE GIVEN TWO | OF BEING ABLE TO
EX-Gls FULL

A HOME OF OUR OWN,
WITH PROSPECTS

[ NOT TO MENTION
THE FACT THAT
CHIPPER STARTED (HES A o
1946 NINE MONTHS WONER -
OLD AND FINISHED
AGED TWENTY-ONE!

WELL OVER 100
PERCENT GAIN!

CHILD!

DR. BOBBS ——

| HERE HE COMES =~ ]
YOU GUYS READY?Z [,

THE CASE
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THE GUMPS ——

* MR. GUMP,YOU ADVERTISED
FOR BEAUTY OPERATORS .
I'VE WORKEDIN MANY OF
THE BEST PLACES--I'M (4K, -

NEAT AND CAREFUL M,

| | FEW oF MY
REFERENCES

/| | YVE NEVER BEEN THE
I| | CLOCK-WATCHING TYPE. ) YOUR NAME AND

' l| | RERE ARE JUST A

6

JUST LEAVE
ADDRESS - I'LL

WITH You--

> MR. GUMP,
WE'RE APPLYING

ET IN TOUCH

FOR POSITIONS -~

o.:;.abse.’ ]
eMY '~

BEAUTY SALON

SHAPING UP/

YOURE
HIRED”

lI ORPHAN

i .
| TELL YoU ALL THE STUFF OLD
TINWHISTLE IS USING Now IS

| | ROCKET SHPS. ATOM BOMES;
SUBDIVISIONS AND LOW COST

HOUSING ON_THE MOON
HE MUST LIKE THAT STUFF/

!

|
i
|

WELL, 1 THINK HED
GO FOR A CHANGE-
AND 1| THINK ANNIE

AN ORPHAN i
| STILL THINK

—7 OH, THAT
AIN'T BAD--
I THOUGHT
YOU WAS
PULLIN' UP
THE PLUMB-
ING/!

THE WORRY WART

nanced by Lottery tickets.
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OUR BOARDING HOUSE

With MAJOR HOOPLE

YOU'RE JUST ABOUT MY
SIZE, MACK +~THE RANGY,
ATHLETIC TYPE! THIS NIETY
VEST WOULD SET You OFE
LiIKE A GOLD FRAME ON

AN OLD MASTER AND T

COULD USE A QUICK. FIVE
BucKs? How
ABOULT IT 2

TRE LINERY
ABLE fazs?

W
YOU BEND I

"‘{ DONT

|
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T BACKT0 "

b

TRANKS,
PAL,BUT

NO
THANKS !
I DONT
KNow
WHAT T'LL
DO WITHOUT
\T, BUT TD
RATHER/

TO 1T AND
TAROW \T
AWAY, PIKE®




