
LEGION TO HOLD 
CLINTON MEETING 

Wilmingtonians Expected 
To Attend Second Di- 

visional Parley 
Bay Galloway, vice-commander. 

American Legion, and Charles 

Ford, Chef-de-Gare of the Forty 
and Eight, will attend the Second 
Divisional meeting of the American 
Legion at Clinton Feb. 17, at 7:30 

p. m., it vras announced last night 
Five divisional meetings oi 
American Legion district com- 

manders, vice-commanders, county 
chairmen, coordinates, officials of 
Voitures of the Forty and Eight. 
Legion Auxiliary district commit- 

teewomen, district alternate com- 

mitteewomen, and county vice- 

chairmen will be held in the state. 

Paul R- Younts, executive v> 

commander. North Carolina depart- 
ment of the American Legion, ha= 

announced. 
At the meeting plans for the, 

"Dusk to Dawn" membership cam- 

paign now under way. will be per- 

fected. he said. ‘‘It is our hope and 

aim to reach our Legion quota 
of 107,149 members and we believe 

we can do it.” 
The “Dusk to Dawn compaign 

is slated to end on March 31. Each 

county in the State has been as- 

signed a quota based on the number 
of veterans residing therein._ 

Boise. Idaho, was settled ip 
1863 by Major Lugabill, U. S. 
A., who established there a mili- 
tary post known as Fort Boise. 
It was organized as a city in 
1864 and became the capital ol 
the territory. 

__ 

Dragline Purchase 
Annears Definite 
•_ * 

Purchase of a dragline by the. 
city seemed definite again yesiei- 
day foliowing a week of indecision 
during which the authority of the 
machine has been batted between 
the Civilian Production Admin- 
istration and the National Hous- 

ing Authority. 
“I feel sure that we will be able 

to purchase one before long, “City 
Manager J. H. Benson said yester- 
day after his fight to Drocure a 

dragline had been joined by of- 
ficials of the Veteran’s Adminis- 
tration. 

The federal owr^d draglines are 
now7 in the hands of the CPA, NHA 
told Benson. 

Ethyl gasoline first went on salej 
at Dayton, O., Feb. 2, 1923. 
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MR. FARMER! 
Finance Your Purchase Of 

V 

NEW 

EQUIPMENT 
With A 

LOW COST BANK 

At The Wilmington Savings & Trust Co. 
We welcome applications for loans to purchase 
new farm machinery to replace worn or obsolete 
implements that shows up production and wastes 
tims and money. 

1 A A 

Other Items That May Be 
Purchased On Our Low Cost 

Installmen Plan 
• AUTOMOBILES 
• HOME APPLIANCES 
• AIRPLANES 
• TRACTORS 
• COMMERCIAL 

EQUIPMENT 

THE WILMINGTON SAVINGS & TRUST CO. 
Established Since 1888 

MEMBER THE FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 

MEMBER THE FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORP. 

Sale of Rocker !_ 
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY ONLY 

We’re clearing out four groups of rockers to make room 
for newer shipments of quality home furnishings arriving ' 

almost daily! See these outstanding values early tomorrow 
iui best selections choose from the many styles offered, and enjoy 

real furniture economy. 

One Group 
SWAN NECK 

COLONIAL 
ROCKERS 

Beautiful mahogany finished Swan Neck Colonial 
rockers in a choice of tapestry covers. 

Formerly $54.00 
Specially Priced At $2950 

One Group 
“SLEEPY HOLLOW” 

P L A T F O R M 
ROCKERS 

Famous "Sleepy Hollow" platform rockers in 
an assortment of higli quality, colorful tapes- 
tries. 

Formerly $53.00 $«)A ER 
Specially Priced At <J«/‘ 

One Group 
OCCASIONAL 

CHAIRS 
In this group is a. selection of styles in com- 
fortable spot chairs. Assorted tapestry cov- 
ered. 

Formerly $26.65 Si 0.50 
Specially Priced At 12/ 

One Group 

PLATFORM 
ROCKERS 

Smart and comfortable platform rockers. Selec- 
tion of styles and colorful tapestry covers. 

Formerly $47.50 
Specially Priced At 

■% 
_ 

$3650 
®| dial 495^-^~*%FURNITLij>7> 
■fc kll>El> c0Mp**H 
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Plight Of The Cities, 
Caused By Tax Dra ins 

(Editor’s note: This is the first of two stories on the pressing 
problems of decentralization in America’s big cities, the tasK oi 

maintaining and expanding essential services over an unsnrmK- 

able area from which a large portion of their taxpayers have 

moved, but who still work and play in the area. The Sunday Sta 

News feels that the problem is of special interest in Wilmington, 
because of the manner in which this city has grown during and 

since the war years. The second story, “The States Get a Cal. for 

Help,” will be published next Sunday.) 
By LLOYD BRADY 

The Associated Press 

Farm boys who went to the cities to make their money 
now are moving to the country to spend it, and in their 
wake the cities are left with a host of fiscal problems. 

! Nor is it only the farm-born seg-: 
ment of the population that is in 
volved in this reversal of an his- 
toric migration pattern. All sec- 
tions of the population, municipal 
experts say, are seeking es- 

cape from congestion, crowded liv- 
ing quarters and bad air. They are 

utilizing automobiles and speedy 
transportation to commute to work 
in tfities where they no longer pay 
taxes. 

Likewise there has been a change 
in the components of the popula- 
tion. People are older, there has 
been a slowing up of the birth rate 
and a rise in the average age. The 
consequence is a demand for new 
and different services on the part 
of the city government. 

The residual problem for the city 
is this: How can expanding serv- 
ices be maintained over an 
unshrinkable geographic area from 
which a large portion of the inhabi- 
tants have moved, but who still 
work and play in the area? How 
can municipal finances, subject to 
rigid state controls, meet the 
climbing outgo? 

The tax institute of New York 
says New York’s Manhattan dis- 
trict lost one-fifth of its population 
between 1919 and 1930. Cincinnati’s 
Basin district lost one-fourth dur- 
ing the same period — a- migra- 
tion which took former residents 
outside the taxation limits, and 
which was common throughout the 
nation. 

Decentralization, it is called. It 
supplants the nineteenth century 
pattern of rapid and continuous 
growth which brought cities 
to what Lewis Mumford has called 
the “megalopolitan” stage. 

The new trend has been establish- 
ed by both official and unofficial 
statisticians. Yet the services pro- 
vided by the city in response to 
its growth remain, and are grow- 
ing in response to demand and 
necessity. 

The new trend has been estab- 
lished by both official and unoffi- 
cial statisticians. Yet the services 
provided by the city in response 
to its growth remain, and are grow- 
ing in response to demand and 
necessity. 

a iew — a very iew — examples 
of these services would include rail- 
roads, public utilities. mar- 

kets, ports and harbors, the tradi- 
dional police and fire protection, 
public health, hospitals, education, 
broadcasting stations, traffic con- 

trol and so on almost endlessly. 
Compare this highly selected list- 

ing with any complete tabulation 
of municipal services of say 100 

years ago. In 1824 Detroit gave its 
citizens 24 services: by 1942 this 
had risen to 396 with no signs of 
stopping. 

Where does the money come 

from, and, more important, from 
whence can it be obtained today? 

Historically American cities have 
depended heavily upon the general 
property tax. Even today the 155,- 
000 units of local government de- 
rive from 83 to 98 per cent of their 
revenue from this single source. 

Second in importance is the aid 
the localities receive from their re- 

spective states. This varies from 
state to state, and in five states— 
Florida. Kentucky, Nevada. Texas, 
and Vermont — no state aid what- 
ever is forthcoming. 

Localities first sought to in- 
crease their property tax revenues 

through such devices as reassment. 
100 per cent valuation, removal of 
tax exemptions where possible, and 
the like. 

But there are stumbling blocks 
here. Tax exempt property, across 

the nation. is estimated by 
the council of state governments at 
more than $26,000,000,000,000 or 18 
per cent of the nation’s taxable 
property. Most of it is concentrated 
in cities. 

New York city, for example, has 
more than $5,500,000,010 tax exempt 
property within its limits in the 
form of schools, churches, and pri- 

marily government property. Fifty- 
two other cities of more than 100,- 
000 population have such property 
in total of $11,000,000,000, the cen- 

sus bureau estimates. 
The difficulties in the way of lift- 

ing tax exemptions are manifold. 
There is. moreover, a sort of “poli- 
tical ceiling” against lifting prop- 
erty tax rates. In its publication 
“state-local relations,” the council 
of state governments said: 

“Though localities have been his 
torically dependent upon this (the 
property) tax for the largest pro- 
portion of their income, the tax is 
apparently incapable of expanding 
at a rate sufficient to meet grow- 
ing expenditures. This is prob- 
ablue due to political causes as 

much as to economic ones, and 
there seems at this time little pos- 
sibility of breaking property tax 
rates through the political ceilings 
against which they are now hard- 
pressed.” 

Thus the almost desperate hunt 
'or new sources of revenue. Al- 
ready, with less than half the cen- 

tury past, these new taxes, un- 

creamed of even 50 years ago, rep- 
resent from two to 17 per cent of 
local revenue. In some isolated in- 
stances, non-property revenue is as 

much as 76 per cent of the total in- 
come. 

St. Louis, for example, recently 
added an income tax, thus joining 
Philadelphia and Toledo as the on- 

ly three cities in the nation with 
such a tax. 

Philadelphia’s tax, aimed at re- 

capturing that commuting popula- 
tion’s income, applies to all income 
earned within the city, regardless 
Df whether the- recipient residents 
there: and to all residents who de- 
rive their income from businesses 
outside the city. 

Parking meters, installed now in 
almost 500 cities, are considered 
“essentially a traffic control de- 
vice;” but nonetheless produced 
nationally more than $9,000,000 last 
year. 

Sewer rentals bring both Detroit 
and Cleveland in excess of $1,000,- 
D00 annually, with the tax spread- 
ing rather widely through the na- 

tion. Garbage collection fees are 

another source which roduces 

varying amounts, depending upon 
the service and the rate. 

Such charges represent a prac- 
tice more and more municipalities 
are adopting: that of charging for 
the services rendered. This, the ex- 

perts say, has the double advant- 
age of gearing the service to actual 
need and of keeping it flexible. 

Gasoline and motor fuel taxes 
now are effective in more than 250 
communities. Levying at the rate! 

.. 
.. L 

CONCRETE 
BLOCKS 

Point Peter 
Concrete Co. 

502 N. 7th Dial 2-8430 

• Increasing thousands of families 
are buying water systems before 

spending money for less important 
modern conveniences. And more 

and more people are buying 
Deming Water Systems after they 
know about their many superior 
advantages. 
The Deming "MARVEL” Shallow 
Well System illustrated .. like 
all other Deming Water Systems 
.. .is so QUIET you can’t hear it 
run! Dependable, too! And it 

*M SHALLOW WELLS 
FIG. 2090 

"JfARVEL”. Capacity: 275 to 

j 600 gallons per hour. Quiet 
; operation. Timken roller bear* 

ing* on crankshaft. Ball bear- 
ings on crank end of connect- 

; ing rod. Automatic air control. 
Stainless steel piston rod. 
Msjiy other features. 

costs so little to run. 

See us about Deming Shallow and 
Deep Well Water Systems. There’s 
a right type at the right price 
to meet YOUR requirements. 

121 North Water St. Phone 7757 
____ 1 

of one cent a gallon. St. Louis 
realized $905.COO in 1944. Kansas 
City $467,000; and Birming- 
ham, Ala., $301,000. 

There is an alternative to imposi- 
tion of new taxes represented in 
the few cities which gain the major 
portion of all of their revenue from 
municipal ownership of public utili- 
ties. 

The Council of State Gov- 
ernments reported this about muni- 
cipal ownership; 

“There is a small number of 
cities in the United States whose 
citizens are entirely tax-free as the 
result of profitable operation of 
municipally owned public service 
enetrprises. 

“All these cities many are be- 
low 10,000 in population. On the oth- 
er hand, at least 10 cities of more 

than 20.000 population derived at 
least 29 per cent of their total 
revenue from contributions of their 
own public service enterprises. 

“Many utilities, especially in 
large cities, are operated at a net 
deficit, usually on the theory that 
their services contribute the gener- 
al welfare.” 

Of the 10 cities, Jacksonville, 
Fla., received 54 per cent of its 
revenues from this source; Rocky 
Mount, N. C. 73 per cent; Austin. 
Tex., 30 per cent; while Los An- 
geles, Boston, Louisville, and Mil- 
waukee each received more than 
$1,000,000, the council reported. 

The council also warned against 
the "inherent dangers” in the ap- 
plication of non property taxes, 
saying: 

“Many of these sources of local 
income are not desirable forms of 
taxation because they bear hardest 
on those less able to pay. 

“Local taxes are easier to evade 
than taxes levied in larger dis- 
tricts; their imposition has unde- 
sirable effects in inducing the 

movement of businesses and resi- 
dent to lower tax areas. 

"Weaknesses of the new sources 

ol locally collected income demon- 
strate that these sources must be 
used cautiously; they should not be 
depended upon to supply localities 
with a major share of the revenue 
needed to carry on fair ever-in- 
creasing functional load. 

“Finally the multiplication of 
local taxes makes it more difficult 
to keep the nation’s public finance 

system sensitive in m. ^ 
business cycle; andtifCgs* of successfully a?l He ^ 
anti-cyclical poE?1* ^ 
creased." 
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fDIESEL 
OWNERS, 
It’s a QUALITY CYCLE 

•Quality built fuel injection tyttemt deserve ^ tervice. At an American Botch Fuel Injection Service 
Station we are equipped to give you that quafrty 

L vice—promptly and efficiently. Send us your Di«J 
futl '"ieetion equipment when the need for servicing arises. A 

OFFICIAL SERVICE STATION 

CAROLINA RIM & WHEEL CO 
Charlotte, X. C. 

FROM 

REED’S JEWELERS 
DIAMOND IMPORTERS- 

UIE'IL SEE TINT 
VOU GET IT... 

Come in to our store expecting it to be 
different from others. Expect us to offer 
more for your money. Expect a more 

friendly atmosphere. Our best customers 
do and we want them to. That’s why we 
rate so high with the wiser shoppers. 

for *«"*'*"' 
See These Valees; 

BRIDAL ENSEMBLE 
Matched pair 
of superb $7C00 
beauty. I D 

DIAMOND DUETTE 
Each ring has 
3 sparkling $1 AQOO diamonds. 

Every diamond sold at Reed’s is a guaranteed import 
purchased abroad by our own diamond experts .. 

each stone selected painstakingly for it’s 

fiery brilliance, fine cut and superior perfection. 
Sh’pped direct to Reed’s in Wilmington from the 

diamond markets in Amsterdam, Holland, this direct 

importing eliminates the usual “middleman” profit 
bringing you the finest in genuine diamonds at 

appreciable savings ... to be found in Wilmington 
only at Reed’s, “Wilmington’s Largest Dia- 

mond Importers.” 
* All Prices Include Federal Tax 

We Invite You To Open 
An Account ... Payments 
As Low As $1.00 Weekly! 

NO CARRYING CHARGE 

NO INTEREST ADDED 

ENGAGEMENT RING 
Lovely setting 
with fine dia- *6750 

LOVELY RING 
Enchanting beauty. Fine 
diamond. Ultramodern. 

*7900 

5 DIAMONDS 
Matchless perfection of 

quality in smart setting. 

“Wilmington’s Largest Diamond Importers” 

7 NORTH FRONT STREET^ 
_ 

REED’S FOR DIAMONDS 


