
Congress to Discuss 
portal Suits, Taxes 
rpflE portal-to-portal pay dispute, involving some $4,800,000,000, 
X may wind up in Congress and the Supreme Court for final settle- 

ment. That course will suit Federal District Judge Frank A Picard 
who last week dismissed the Mount Clemens Pottery Co. case which 
was the basis for hundieds of other portal pay suits on file from 
coast to coast. Both government and labor union attorneys had 
planned appealing the case, regardless <s>—---^ 
nf Picard’s ruling. 

Industry s fears tnat tne opinion 

might not be iron-clad prompted calls 
for quick revision of the wage-hour 

t The U. S. Chamber of Commerce 

and the National Association of Man- 

ufacturers said employers “still face 

a threat of bankruptcy over unjust 
claims arising under the wage-hour 
act” and called for correction of its 

ambiguities and uncertainties. 

Sen. Robert A. Taft (R-Ohio), chair- 

man of the Republican policy group, 

jaid portal pay was one of two issues 

given top priority after a conference 

with Rep- Joseph Martin (R-Mass), 
speaker of the House. A Senate Ju- 

diciary subcommittee already has 

completed hearings on bills to ban or 

limit portal claims. A House Judiciary 
subcommittee has nearly completed 
its hearings. 

Split Over Tax Cuts 

Meanwhile, Republicans evidenced 

8 widening split over taxes. Sen. Taft 

t0SSed a monkey wrench into plans of 

House Republicans for a quick cut- 

back in income taxes by announcing 
he would fight any reduction effective 

before July 1 
This would permit only half of the 

$3,500,000,000 reduction which had 

been sought by making a 20 percent 
cut effective over the full calendar 

year. Rep. Harold Knutson (R-Minn), 
chairman of the House Ways and 
Means Committee, is sticking to his 

promise of a tax bill making reduc- 
tions retroactive to January 1. 

Another factor working against 
speedy tax slashes is the unsettled in- 
ternational situation and almost uni- 
versal acceptance of the belief that 
the United States must remain mil- 

itarily strong until adequate safe- 

guards are set up. 

Preparedness Costs 

Rep. Walter G. Andrews (R-NY), 
chairman of the House Armed Ser- 
vices Committee, came out flatly 
against a contemplated slash of $2,- 
000,000,000 in the President’s $11,- 
200,000,000 Army-Navy budget allot- 
ment until Gen. Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower, Army chief of staff, has an op- 
portunity to state his views. 

Still another factor is the declara- 
tion of Secretary of State George C. 
Marshall, in his first press conference 
a week ago that this country must 
back up its foreign policy with real 

military power until there is ‘‘peace 
with a dependable basis of collective 
lecurity.” 

Sec. Marshall stated bluntly he did 
not agree with the Russian view that 
atomic energy control can be dealt 
with as part of general disarmament. 
In any case, he said, there can be no 

disarmament until there is interna- 
tional security. 

Universal military trainin g on a 

basis that provides actual protection 
for this country is a prime necessity 
at once, he declared. 

In Short... 
Estimated: By the U. S. Dept, of 

Agriculture, that this year’s domestic 
food supply will be as large, but 
slightly more costly than last year’s, 
with more beef, sugar, cereals, fish 
and canned fruits available, less lamb, 
dried fruits and milk in all forms. 

Granted: By the N Y. State Su- 
preme Court, permission for Wayne 
William Lonergan, 4, heir to the 
multi-m'''ion dollar fortune of his 
slain mother, to drop the name of 
Lonergan and be known as William 
Anthony Burton. 

Presented: To the Library of Con- 
gress, original manuscript of Abraham 
Lincoln’s humble “Autobiography” 
Written in 1859. 

Britain 
An Industrial Dunkerque 

Britons, famed for their ability to 
“take it,” faced up to one of the grav- 
est crises in their history. The fuel 
shortage did what Hitler’s death- 
dealing blitz had been unable to— 
paralyze Britain. 

Over half the industry of England 
and Wales was shut down. Four mil- 

lion workers were 

idle; many went 
back on the dole 
for the first time 
since the prewar 
depression. Deep 
snow and one of the 

.winter’s severest 
cold waves sifted 
into thousands of 
homes, cut off part 
of each day from 
coal and electricity. 

SHINWELL 
s The Labor gov- 

ernment, which con- 

verted the coal 
mines from private to state ownership 
on January 1, called the drastic con- 

servation program necessary to avert 
“complete disaster.” 

In a radio address to the people, 
Prime Minister Clement Attlee ex- 

plained that the unusually severe 

winter was to blame in part, but that 
war had depleted coal stock piles and 
there simply were not enough miners 
in the diggings. 

A pall of misery spread over the 
tight little isle. Winston Churchill, 
who as wartime Prime Minister ral- 
lied morale with ringing historic 
phrases, prophesied dispiritedly that 
things were going to get worse. But 
Churchill was not government spokes- 
man now; he was leader of the op- 
position, a Conservative arrayed 
against the Laborites. 

“I don’t mean this particular emer- 

gency is going to lay us low," Church- 
ill said in Parliament, “but the coun- 

try is going to suffer increasingly and 
it will learn by suffering.” 

‘No Coalition’ 

Churchill spearheaded the Conserv- 
ative plea tor cooperation during the 
industrial crisis but he snapped “no” 
to an inquiry as to whether the Con- 
servatives might not join a coalition 
government to tide the country" over. 

Churchill said he would withhold 
“for another day” his expected de- 
mand for a vote of censure of the La- 
bor government and Fuel and Power 
Minister Emanuel Shinwell. 

Conservative newspapers called 
upon Attlee to shake up his cabinet 
and there were demands that Shin- 
well resign as fuel and power minis- 
ter. 

Confusion and chaotic conditions 
prevailed in many areas at first, but 
the voluntary cooperation appeal 
proved effective. The London Power 
Co. said it was supplying about half 
its normal load. In industrial Birming- 
ham, factories and the city’s 1,000,000 
inhabitants were put on their honor 
and electric use dropped about 75 per- 
cent. 

Dartford, Kent town of 26,000, did 
not respond immediately to the ap- 

peal, however, and all power was cut 
off immediately. Derby was another 
town penalized. 

Meanwhile, winter’s bite was felt 
in the United States too. In Pitts- 

burgh, demands on natural gas for 

heating were so great that more than 

400 industries employing 105,000 
workers were forced to shut down. 
Homes with gas furnaces, in many 
communities, were placed on 65 de- 

gree thermostat readings, the war- 

time rationing evel. 

Carmack, Christian Sc. Monitor 

HER FACE SHOULD BE RED 

ARCTIC: New Polar Concept Stirs World 
THE top and bottom of the 

world have taken on a stra- 
tegic importance in the atomic 
age of tomorrow that no nation 
can afford to overlook. Both areas 
are weather breeders and mastery 
of them means possession of Scientific, 
economic and military factors of vital 
significance. 

Antarctica, for instance, is a conti- 
nent of 5,250,000 square miles, more 

than one and one-third times the size 
of the continental United States. It 
may or may not abound in mineral 
wealth. 

The United States has military and 
scientific expeditions in the Antarctic. 
It is not the only country. The British, 
for instance, have been there for sev- 

eral years. 
Argentina and Chile have launched 

expeditions of their own and Aus- 
tralia is said to be planning a mission 
to further her claim to some 2,500,- 
000 square miles of territory. Other 
nations with interests in the Antarctic 
are Russia, France, Belgium, Norway, 
Japan and Germany. 

Arctic Is Strategic 
The Arctic is an especially strategic 

area. Across it lie the most direct 
aerial routes between continents in 
the northern nemisphere. If there is 
another war, military tacticians say 
it likely will be fought in the Arctic. 

The nations of the world are test- 
ing their land, sea and air equipment 
in these vast polar ice boxes. Man- 
power stamina limits in the polar re- 

gions are almost an unknown factor. 
R. Adm. Richard H. Cruzen, opera- 

tional commander of the Byrd Ant- 
arctic expedition, some of whose ships 
now are beating their way back 
through the Ross Sea ice pack, said 
it might take several years to ap- 
praise all the scientific data the 4,000- 
man expedition had gained. 

“If we have learned one thing,” he 
said, “we have learned how very little 
we know. 

“We are still in the dark on the 
great majority of weather problems 
and polar navigation. Our maps of 
both poles are inaccurate and out- 
dated.” 

Learning Polar Lessons 

The admiral was certain, however, 
that applied science of the mechani- 
cal age can be employed as effectively 
at the poles as anywhere else in the 
world. Steel ships, despite many pres- 
ent shortcomings in ice conditions, 
demonstrated their ability to operate 
in polar seas. New steel hulls prob- 
ably will be designed. 

In the two months since the expe- 
dition left Virginia, the admiral said, 
the men had sailed more than 10,000 
miles, penetrated the worst ice pack 
in Antarctic history, built base facili- 
ties on the ice ledge capable of hous- 
ing nearly 500 men and operated a 

fleet of planes. 
Tests also were conducted along 

many supplementary lines, ranging 

Quotes 
Warren R. Austin, American 

delegate to the United Nations 
Security Council: “We are nearer 

(to real security and disarma- 
ment) than we ever have been 
before,” 

Gil Dcdds, the “flying parson” 
champion miler of the track 
world: “God runs with me every 
step of the way.” 

Treaties 
Mightier Than the Sword 

In the red-gold-and-plush chamber 
of the French foreign office in Paris, 
delegates from the five German satel- 
lite countries gathered reluctantly to 
write their names. They were fateful 
signatures committing their countries 
to give away much territory, a large 
part of their defense forces and $1,- 
330,000,000 in reparations to 20 vic- 
tor nations. 

The five were Italy, Romania, Bul- 

garia, Hungary and Finland. The vic- 
tors were the Big Four—the United 
States, Britain, Russia and France— 
and 16 other Allied nations. 

Agents Of some of the vanquished 
states were dissatisfied — but they 
signed. 

Riots broke out in Italy and a Brit- 
ish general was killed in Rome. 

Marquis Antonio Meli Lupi di So- 

ragna, the Italian delegate, penned 
his long signature although Premier 
Alcide de Gasperi had given notice 
he would seek revision through the 
United Nations. The treaty strips 
Sawdust Caesar Mussolini’s modern 
Roman empire of its African colonies, 
Venezia Giulia, part of her border 
with France, the Dodecanese Islands, 
bills for $360,000,000 in reparations 
and limits her to a 97,500-man army 
and a 67,500-ton navy. 

Georges Tatarescu, Romanian for-, 
eign minister, signed in a “spirit of 
international cooperation” despite 
what he called “excessive and unjust” 
sections which kept Romania from 
making claims on Germany. 
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THE NEW POLAR CONCEPT has stirred all nations to air, land and sea maneuvers. The Soviet 
picture (right center) is from a 1937 Arctic expedition. The rest are American photographs. 

from nutritional requirements to nec- with Task Force Williwaw in the wear on all moving machinery parts, 
essary tools for practical polar engi- Aleutians. The bazooka and kickless rifle may 
neering. 

Plane exploratory flights will be 
continued from Little America every 
day that weather conditions permit 
until the last flotilla of stout Arctic 
ships leaves to smash through the 
thickening Ross Sea ice pack. 

An emergency camp has been set 
up on the ice shelf. It will be manned 
by a 30-member rescue team only if 
some plane is downed in an accident. 
They will stay through the Antarctic 
winter, since departure of the last 
contingent cannot be delayed. 

Meanwhile, the U. S. Army has 
been conducting its own polar tests 

It has learned that even when the 

temperature is only 36 degrees above 
zero, if there is a wind of 70 miles an 

hour, the chilling effect to the body is 
as severe as if the temperature were 

43 degrees below zero without a wind. 
And wind in the Aleutians, the Army 
found, reaches a velocity of 120 miles 
an hour. 

New Arctic Weapons 
New weapons and machines may 

have to be devised. Engines in sub- 
zero cold have to be warmed up tor 
hours with blow torches. Solidified 
oil and grease have immobilized 
tanks. Sluggish lubricants aggravate 

supplant conventional firearms for po- 
lar use. An artillery piece, designed 
to recoil 14 inches, jolted back only 
an inch when its pneumatic recoil 
mechanism was frozen. Several rounds 
fired under such conditions would 
disable the gun. 

The recoilless gun, developed at the 
end of World War II, has a system of 
escape ports at the breech to allow 
some of the explosion to filter out, 
dampening the kick to a point where 
some lighter artillery pieces have 
been fired experimentally from the 
shoulder. Its few moving parts make 
it a better weapon for Arctic use. 

AERIAL: New Sky Weapons 
Z-Z-Zoom! sonic speeds of 550 to 850 miles an 

hour, will make its first speed trials 
The Navy has unveiled its D-558 tjjis spring. 

Skystreak, a turbo-jet piopelled fly- -y^g p0wer 0p one 0f the Army’s 
biggest bombers, the tailless Flying 
Wing, designed to carry five tons of 
bombs 10,000 miles, is being nearly 
tripled with jet engines. 

Meanwhile, scientists at the White 
Sands, N. M., rocket proving grounds 
have turned down volunteers for a 

flight in a German V-2 rocket 100 
miles into space. 

Rocket experts theorized the pilot 
would feel only slight pressure at first 
but 50 seconds after the takeoff he 
would be subjected to five times the 

NAVY'S new turbo-jet, Sky- 
streak, designed for 850 mph. 

ing test tube.” The craft, designed to 

probe aerodynamic secrets of trans- 

normal gravitational pull. 
On the descending trip, he would 

release his pressurized cabin and para- 
chute to the ground. Total elapsed 
time of the trip would be about 10 
minutes—most of it spent parachuting. 

Dates 
Tuesday, February 18 

Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras 
in Ala., Fla., and La.). 

Anniversary (69th), phono- 
graph patented by Thomas Edi- 
son. 

Wednesday, February 19 
Ash Wednesday (Lent begins). 

Thursday, February 20 
National Business Show opens 

in San Francisco. 
Anniversary (155th), Post Of- 

fice system. 
Friday, February 21 

World Federation conference 
opens in Asheville, N. C. 

Anniversary (76th), District of 
Columbia granted territorial form 
of government. 

Saturday, February 22 
Washington’s Birthday. 

SPORT: The Babe, Hank and Rocky 
BABE RUTH, baseball’s home- 

run king, retired more than 
a decade ago but he still is remem- 

bered by the fans and a host of 
kids who never saw him smash 
one over the outfield wall. 

Hospitalized after an operation on 

his neck, the Babe was deluged with 
hundreds of telegrams and greeting 
cards on his 52nd birthday. Wired 
Connie Mack: “Hope you pass my 84 
years. May God bless you for all you 
have done for the youth of America.” 
Jack Dempsey sent greetings and add- 
ed: “Keep your chin up and keep 
punching.” 

Baseball Commissioner A. B. (Hap- 
py) Chandler visited Ruth’s hospital 
room. “Babe, you’re Mr. Baseball,” he 
said. “I’m going to say a prayer for 

you. God bless you and may you get 
well soon.” 

The Executive Type 
Hank Greenberg, the Babe’s most 

successful imitator (he hit 58 home 
runs one year, within two of Ruth’s 
all time 60 record), announced he 
was “considering retirement.” He 
made it plain that salary was not a 

factor. Traded to Pittsburgh after 
DAZED Rocky Graziano learns 
of suspension on bribe charges. 

playing 11 years and 1,150 games for 

Detroit, Greenberg said he did not 
want to start again in a new town. 

The 36-year-old Greenberg is re- 

ported to have turned down $60,000 
for a season’s play in Pittsburgh. 
Married last year to Caral Gimbel, 
daughter of the department store 

magnate, Greenberg is known to be 
anxious to buy into a baseball club 
and become an executive.- 

He Turned Down Money, Too 

Another sports figure who turned 
down lots of money is Rocky Grazi- 

ano, middleweight boxer. Rocky’s 
boxing license was revoked by the 
New York State Athletic Commission 
for failure to report two $100,000 
bribe offers in connection with a May, 
1945, fight and his cancelled bout 
with Ruben (Cowboy) Shank last De- 
cember in Madison Square Garden. 

Pro football is still under investiga- 
tion for the attempt to bribe players 
in the New York Giants-Chicago 
Bears championship playoff last fall. 
One of those involved in the football 
fix was a gambler jailed a year ago 
for trying to bribe college basketball 
players. 

China & 
Inflation 
CHINA, torn between warring 

Nationalist and Chinese Com- 
munist factions, faces the very 
real danger of complete economic 
collapse. Since the announcement 
three weeks ago of withdrawal of 
American forces and mediators, Chi- 
nese currency has been in a dizzy 
toboggan. 

Zooming inflation, with economic 
chaos Just around the corner, appar- 
ently plays directly into the hands of 
the Communists, who count heavily 
on the bankruptcy of Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek's Nanking govern- 
ment in their struggle for power. 

At the time of General George C. 
Marshall’s withdrawal as special en- 
voy to Chiria, the Nanking govern- 
ment had pegged the yuan officially 
at 3,350 to $1 American. The yuan is 
the unit generally referred to as the 
Chinese dollar. The yuan then was 
selling on the Shanghai black market 
at 7,600 to $1 American. 

Export Bonus 

A fortnight ago Premier T. V. 
Soong declared a 50 percent surcharge 
on luxury imports to pay for a 100 
percent subsidy on all exports. This 
step was designed to stabilize the cur- 

rency and also to gather in foreign 
exchange for the Nanking govern- 
ment. 

Within two days the black market 
had beaten the yuan down to 10,000 
to 1. 

Then the American consul advised 
Chinese exporters that for every cent 
paid as a subsidy by the government 
on Chinese exports an equal amount 
would be collected by the United 
States as tax, in addition to normal 
duties. 

The notice was based on provision 
of the U. S. Tariff Act of 1930 and on 
customs regulations. 

§1,090 Overnight 
The skidding Chinese currency 

dropped another $1,000 Chinese in 
value overnight, becoming 11,000 to 1. 
Later it sagged to 14,500 to 1, with no 
takers. 

Chinese merchants and the wealthy 
families rushed to convert their cur- 

rency into articles of permanent 
value. Jewelry, gold and silver ex- 

changes were thronged with custom- 
ers buying watches, gems and precioui 
metals. 

At one time during the first World 
War, the yuan actually was worth 
more than the American dollar be- 
cause of its silver content. Between 
1933 and 1936 it was worth about 29 
cents. 

An increasingly large segment of 
foreign and Chinese businessmen see 

a sweeping purge as the only effective 
remedy for debilitated China. To be 
really effective, they maintain, the 
purge would have to include some of 
the key figures in both the Nanking 
and Yenan regimes. 

Other Chniese commercial interest! 
are hoping for a coalition government 
formed through compromise of the 
Nationalist and Communist view- 
points. Without foreign loans, they 
say, the Chinese economic situation 
is hopeless and the prospect for loam 
is nil so long as the country is tom 
by civil strife. 

Science 
Medicine on the March 

Virus diseases like infantile par- 
alysis, sleeping Sickness and influenza 
have the faculty of going under- 
ground after losing a battle to medi- 
cal science and thus escaping extermi- 
nation, University of California re- 

searchers have found. 
In their dormant state, these viruses 

cause latent infections which do not 
produce outward symptoms of di- 
sease. Yet when conditions are favor- 
able they again come into the open. 

Dr. Karl F. Meyer, virus expert, 
said Jhere were three kinds of latent 
infections: (1) those which take root 
in a person causing an illness so mild 
the victim is not aware he is infected; 
(2) those in which disease organisms 
remain in the patient but lie dor- 
mant, causing no symptoms whatever, 
until the victim’s system becomes 
susceptible and then contracts a seri- 
ous illness, and (3) viruses which con- 
tinue to live on the patient while he 
is recovering from the disease. 

une promising approacn to under- 

standing latent infections, Dr. Meyer 
said, lies in learning more about 
changes in a patient’s system at the 
time viruses change from mild para- 
sites into rampaging invaders. If 
bodily changes provide the opening 
for the onslaught, it may be medical- 
ly possible to prevent them and thug 
defeat the virus. 

Meanwhile Yale University scien- 
tists believe they have opened a new 
field of medical research in dietary 
deficiencies by exposing bacteria to 
the ultra-violet ray. Working with 
bacillus sbtilis (timothy hay bacillus), 
they produced a new strain of bac- 
teria which must be “spoon fed” on 

specially prepared compounds which 
the parent organism had the power to 
synthesize themselves. 

Since “timothy hay” bacillus is 
similar to the basic cells found in all 
living matter, researchers believe 
their work takes on a new impor- 
tance in relation to the chemical re- 

actions which go on in all living 
creatures. 
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