
?J. S. CAR MAKERS 
ARE OPTIMISTIC 

Reports Of Impending Pig 
Iron Shortage Refuse To 

Dim Output Hopes 
BY ROY J. FORREST 

DETROIT, Feb. 22.— (U.R) -Fore 

casts of auto production in 1947 
continue to be optimistic in spite 
of reports, of an impending pis 
iron shortage. 

George Romney, general man 

ager of the Automobile Manufac- 
turers association an^ spokesman 
for the industry, thinks the cai 

makers will produce some 1,500,- 
000 more units this year than in 

1946. 
He told the nation’s auto deal- 

ers in Atlantic City this week that 

the industry would make some 

3,600,000 passenger cars anJ 1,000,- 
000 trucks by Jan. 1, 1948. 

Romney warned the dealers that 

lagging production was the only 
factor barring a return to a ‘‘buy- 
er’s market.” So far, sales have 

been manufacturers’ least worry. 

Using the same information 
sources, George W. Mason, AMA 

president, warned the office of 

temporary controls that the pig 
iron shortage threatens auto cut 

backs and employment in March 

or April. 
Mason blamed heavy allocations 

of the metal to the national hous- 

ing program for the threatened 
shortage in the auto industry. 

Mason took the short-term out- 
look but Romney’s predic- 
tions were based on performance 
for the entire year. 

Romney said labor was on its 

good behavior at the moment be- 

cause of congressional interest in 

legislation to bar strikes and re- 

duce the industry-wide powers of 

unions. 
Nevertheless, Romney said, 

auto strikes later in the year might 
limit output. He also said produc- 
tion would be controlled by avail- 

ability of materials, principal- 
ly steel. 

Output so far this year in U.S. 

and Canadian plants has climbed 
to nearly 750,000 units, or more 

than three times the number of 

cars and trucks made at this time 

a year ago. 
There are several bright spots 

In the industry’s overall outlook. 
For instance, the rubber indus- 

try is in position to supply all the 

needs for tires for new cars, 

trucks and buses. It is working 
at near-capacity levels. 

ln 1946, there was a 136 per 
cent increase in the production of 

passenger car tires, compared 
with the previous year. Truck and 
bus tires are in plentiful supply. 

Auto industry reports say that 
dealer business is at all-time rec- 

ord levels. One manufacturer said 

recently some dealers are con- 

cerned over the rapid rise in earn- 

ings. Auto servicing business con- 

tinues strong. 
Dealers, however, are seeiuiis 

new revenue and are considering 
steps to reduce the inroads made 

by banks into the auto financing 
business in the past few years. 
The dealer loss to banks last year 
is estimated at; $6,000,000. 

Manufacturers, reviewing auto 
conservation in the war years, say 
the public has become convinced 
that the purchase of new cars each 

year is unnecessary, having learn- 

ed how to make their cars last 

longer. 
Some factory sales organizations 

now believe that this may cause 

a revamping of estimates of the 

potential market for new cars and 

trucks — previously set between 
12,000,000 and 15,000,000. 

Manufacturers concede that- 
Car prices are too high and fear 
that this will force a return to a 

buyer’s market long before the 
vast new car demand has been 
satisfied. 

The turn-over in used cars will 
be an acurate barometer to buy 
hig trends. Used car dealers say 
tb4eir stocks are moving well and 
ft good prices, even during the 

normally slack winter season. 

A progressive tightening of the 
used ear market at prices com- 

parsfble to pre-war levels prob- 
ably will shift manufacturing em- 

phasis suddenly to more competi 
tive engineering and styling. 

Since VJ-day, the emphasis has 
been on production of cars that 
are little changed from pre-war 
models. 

Woman s Nude Body 
Is Found Near Home 

ALBUQUERQUE, N. M„ Feb. 
22—(A*)—The nude bory of a wom- 

an identified as Mrs Caroline 
Stone, about 53, was found today 
between two small shelters just 
two doors from her home near 

Rio Grande. 
Disty. Atty. M. Ralph Brown 

said the body had been dragged" 
about 100 feet and tossed over a 

low fence. There were no marks 
except bruises on the arms. .An 
autopsy was ordered to determine 
the cause' of death. 

Mrs. Stone lived in a small 
apartment at the rear of a clinic 
where she sometimes acted as an 

interpreter. 
Modesta Gallegos, 14, one of two 

children who lived with Mrs.' 
Stone, related the woman awoke 
about 2 a. m., saying she heard 
a baby crying outside. The girl 
said Mrs, Stone put on a red dress 
and blue chenile robe and went 
outside. Neither garment had been 
found House slippers were lying 
near the body. 
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LEWIS’ 

Hardware Co. 
".11 N. 4th St. Dial 3-8355 

Explosion In Los Angeles Kills 30, Injures 300 

This is a general view of wreckage left by a terrific explosion in downtown Los Angeles Thursday which killed at least do pc^ 
sons aim uiiu more than 300. The blast occurred in the plant of the O’Connon Electro-Plating Corporation at 922 East Pico boulevard 

I” d wrecked an area four blocks square. Buildings many blocks away were damaged. (AP VY'irephoto). ___ 

AROUND THE TOWN 
By Phil Wright 
During the burning of a store 

at Castle Haynes the other day 
we saw our first bar set up in 

the middle of the road. 
A group of people had gathered 

around and with their aid the 

proprietor, Charlie Greer, had 
managed to salvage and secure 

part of his stock—including a huge 
refrigeral or filled with cold beer. 

Perry James, the photog, Carl- 
ton Rhodes, reporter and I rushed 
eight miles out on a chilly morn 

to “cover” the conflagration. Ar- 

riving, practically frozen 
we got our story—maybe a little 
wrong in spots—(Mrs. Joe Prid- 
gen, owner of the store called af- 
the finals and said that the build- 
ing probably did not cost $15,00, 
maybe $14,500)—and Perry got his 
picture, although he missed the 

exciting shot of the chimney fall- 
ing. Without a movie camera it 
was probably as well. 

The car we rode in, a 17-year-old 
open Ford roadster, had a right 
hand door that “Richard” would 
never hive to get out of bed to 

close, and a leeward list to the 
starboard. 

Mrs. Pridgen invited us to have 
some of the beer. We did not ac- 

cept. 
The trip to town not as chilly 

as the wild ride out had been. 

Seeing too many misspelled 
names and wrong initials in local 
chroniclings — including mine 
when I welded C-R-O-N-L-Y from 
C-O-N-N-E-L-L-Y — someone else 
using “A” instead of “E” in front 
of “B” in Detective Red Murray’s 
name—another substituting a “B” 
after “Harry” in city-county iden- 
tifier Harry Fales’ name. 

A call from the telephone com- 

pany, and a cherry voice saying 
“We must have lost your priority 
rating application.” After 14 
months, filing another aplication 
is not too anxiously anticipated, 
however. 

Now I can tell why this column 
said “Phil Parish seems best bet” 
for the office of chief of police. 
The officers on the force had told 
me they would pick Parish, and 
higher ups in the city government 
had indicated their endorsement 
of the sergeant. 

We finally got a ''preferred” in- 
vitation from Charles Moody, 
Castle Haynes professional fisher- 
man, to go fresh water fishing 
with him while covering the fire. 
He has a place on the Cape Fear, 
near the Atlantic Coast Line 
bridge about eight miles out. 

Miss Marjorie 
Ellison, helpful 
clerk in H. C. 
S p o n sler’s Re- 
corder’s Court 
offices whose 
picture failed to 
appear here last 
Sunday, said “O, 
that’s alright I 
ithink it was bet- 
iter without it. 
iBut look at the 
lady. 

Norwood Westbrook, representa- 
tive tor the ,fire department on the 
Wilmington Civil Service Commis- 
sion, at least, is opposed to one 
thing his group does, he told me. 
The boys should not hold ‘closed 
sessions,’ and deny the press and 
others concerned, a right to sit in- 

IOOF Plans Drive 
For War-Torn Areas 

GREENSBORO, Feb. 22.— WP) — 

Plans for a $250,000 fund to aid in 
the rehabilitation of Odd Fellow- 
ship in war-torn countries were 
described tonight to members of 
Buena Vista lodge, I. O. O. F.. by 
C. A. Wheeler of Austin, Texas, 
sovereign grand master of the or- 
der, at a meeting held in honor 
of his official visit to. North Caro- 
'lina. 

Wheeler, a bulky Texas attorney 
who has held many important 
legal posts in that state, is en 
route to Baltimore where he will 
meet with the executive commit- 
tee of the Soverigh Grand Lodge 
and representatives of the I. O. O. 
F., from Europe and Australia to 
determine the requirements of 
each foreign group regarding their 
re-establishment after the war. 

SIX YOUTHS KILLED 
GUATEMALA, Guatamela, Feb. 

22.— (£>) —Six youths were killed 
and 10 others were wounded today 
in the explosion of an artillery 
shell which they were attempting 
to saw open in a bicycle shop 
here. They had found the ihell on 
an army target range. 

on the operation of their offices,” 
he said, referring to recent execu- 

tive sessions by the CSC. 

‘‘It’s fate,” the big mysterious 
man said as he and his partner 
leaned against the awning arms 
of a lower Dock store store, 
watching the pellets of rain mush- 
room on cool pavement. 

With his stubby fingers he drum- 
med an irregular tune against the 
glass pane of the building and 
counted off nine robberies in Wil- 
mington during the past 24 hours. 

A red sun peeked mom the far 
reaches of the East, threatening a 
mild mid-winter Saturday, but the 
anger of the usually mild manner- 
ed Detective Hubert Hayes was 
told in the increasing sound his 
knuckles gave the glass. 

“There's more to this than 
meets the eye,” he told reporters 
later, “I think these robberies 
Thursday and Friday night were 
done by professionals.” 

On Friday night, a brace and bit 
had been used to bore a hole 
through the door of a house from 
which $151 had been stolen. The 
night before lumber had been re- 

ported missing from the Hilton 
Lumber Company, taken by child- 
ren to be used as fire wood, the 
detective said. 

The first through railroad train 
operated across the United States 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
was an excursion train sponsored 
by the Boston Board of Trade in 
May, 1870. 

WAHL’S CELEBRATE 
10TH ANNIVERSARY 
Management Takes Over 

Entire Building At Pres- 
ent Front Street Site 

The management of Wahl’s De- 

partment store, 214 N. Front 

street, yesterday announced the 

acqusition of the entire three- 

story building at the present loca- 
tion on the occasion of the store’s 
10th anniversary. 

The additional two floors acquir- 
ed will make a total of nearly 
13,000 square feet of floor space. 

The second floor is now being 
remodled and when completed will 
present one of the most strikingly 
modern fashion centers in Eastern 
North Carolina. The main floor 

wiU also undergo some changes. 
A mezzanine floor will be' added, 

and a passenger elevator will be 
installed as soon as obtainable. 
The third floor will he devoted 
to offices, display and advertising 
departments, and stock receiving 
room. 

Complete line of feminine ap- 
parel, including many nationally 
advertised brands, ranging from 
medium to better grads will con- 

tinue to be featured by the en- 

larged, modern Wahl’s, it was said. 
Wahl’s, has grown steadily since 

its doors were first opened to the 
public in 1937. Originally occu- 

pying a store room 14 by 60 feet. 

All snowflakes are six-sided. 

The Weather 
(Continued From Page One) 

Weather Bureau Report of tem- 

perature and rainfall for the 24- 

hours ending 8 p.m. in the princi- 
pal cotton growing areas and else- 
where: 
Station High Low Prec. 

WILMINGTON ... .46 28 

Alpena --...16 3 
Asheville .35 20 .01 
Atlanta—.-53 24 

Atlantic City ..-30 17 

Birmingham -..57 22 

Boston .._..25 11 .01 
Buffalo _17 13 .09 
Burlington .18 4 .14 
Chattanooga ....... 53 20 
Chicago _ 25 12 
Cincinnati ......... 31 20 
Cleveland_........23 16 
Dallas .59 47 
Denver ............47 26 
Detroit ...-23 13 
El Paso 65 40 
Galveston -64 48 
Jacksonville _58 35 
Kansas City ..29 22 
Key West..65 59 
Knoxville .......... 40 21 .02 
Little Rock ........-57 32 
Louisville .32 24 .03 
Memphis -- 55 29 
Meridian __.60 23 
Miami ...._ 67 45 
Minn.-St. Paul .19 4 
Mobile ...59 32 
Norfolk 37 26 
Philadelphia _...29 16 
Pittsburgh 22 12 
Richmond _... 37 22 
St. Louis _..._33 25 
San Francisco ......62 43 
Savannah --.57 32 
Seattle i_.........57 47 
Tampa ............61 41 
Vicksburg .55 20 
Washington .31 * 22 

LETHAL MIXTURE 
BLAMED IN BLAST 

Violent Los Angeles Ex- 
plosion Investigated By 

Fire Inspectors 
LOS ANGELES Feb. 22.—(#)— 

City fire inspectors began a survey 
of Los Angeles electro-plating 
plants today to safeguard against 
future mixture of chemicals such 
as caused the violent downtown 
explosion Thursday, killing at least 
15 persons and injuring 158, 

“The object is to prevent other 
possible explosions,’’ Fire Chief 
John Anderson said, after three 
chemical experts blamed a com- 

pound of perchloric acid and acetic 
anhydride for the blast which dis- 
integrated the O’Connor electro- 
planting plant and wrecked many 
other buildings. 

Searchers, still unatde to find 
traces of Dr. Robert M. Magee, 
35, the plant’s chief chemist, and 
his assistant, Alaee S. Iba, 22, 
theorized that they were blown to 
bits as they stirred the lethal mix- 
ture. 

M’NUTT CONFIRMS 
PLANS TO RESIGN 

Ambassador To Manila 
Says He Will Return To 

Private Law Practice 

MANILA, Feb. 22.—W—'U. S. 
Ambassador Paul V. McNutt con- 

firmed today that he soon would 
resign and implied an early agree- 
ment on United States military 
bases in the Philippines. 

In a Washington’s birth day 
speech to students of Far Eastern 
University, McNutt said that after 
completing “a number of pending 
matters” he would return to 
private law practice in the United 
States. 

He said that when he accepted 
the position last July he had ex- 

pected to stay only a month or 
two at most, but "I heeded the re- 
quest of my government to remain 
at my post until a number of criti- 
cal questions were disposed of. 

"I expect you will hear of some 
of those matters within a short 
time.” 

Besides the question of bases, 
these were believed to include a 

pact of military assistance and 
agreements permitting U. S. agen- 
cies to operate in the Philippines 
in furthering a rehabilitation pro- 
gram. 

Baseball Fans! 
See Us For AH 

Softball and Hardball 

SUPPLIES 
Bats—Balls—Guards 
Mitts—Masks—Etc. 

ANCHOH 
Hardware Go. 

Corner Front and Dock Sts. 

Infantry-Airforce 
Training Planned 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 22.—(A>)— 
New foot soldiers will learn at 

maneuvers in Georgia this spring 
how the war developed infantry- 

airforce combination won, 
tie. ks >n bat. 

The Army Air Forces an 
tonight a tactical air ;„7°UtlCe« tion course for men frr7Ctn»>- Army schools will be CoL % the Ninth Air Force ^ b 
Freld, Fort Benning, Ga £***» through May 3. Peb. jj 

How to get a new 

HUDSON 
In order to bring you a new Hudson sooner than you might expect, we are 

pledged, with all other dealers, to Hudson's Good-Will Delivery program. We'll 

take your order immediately for the model of your choice. This is our 4-point policy: 

• To sell at established 
prices 

• Cash or convenient 
time payments 

• If you have a trade-in 
we will make you a 

good allowance 

• Delivery of cars in 
strict sequence of 
orders received 

T T UPSON buyers can be choosers. You have 
“*• your choice of a Super Series or a distin- 

guished Commodore Series —all popular body 
styles—fresh new colors, and two famous engines, 
the 102-h.p. Super-Six and 128-h.p. Super-Eight. 

These are the finest Hudsons ever sold. Smart 
new exteriors and luxurious interiors — plus 
record-breaking performance and endurance, 
and a score of features that make Hudson 

America’s Safest Car. 

So here's a cordial welcome to visit your 

Hudson dealer. Well 
tell you as nearly as pos- 
sible when you can have 
the model you want. 

As members of a 

coast-to-coast organization of 3,000 quality 
dealers, we offer expert Hudson Protective 
Service for your car—trained mechanics—gen- 
uiiffe Hudson parts—and fair prices. 

See us soon. Learn all that Hudson offers you 
in complete driving satisfaction. 

See your nearest Hudson Dealer as listed below 

REID & HASKETT 
2nd a Grace Sts. Wilmington, N. C. Dlal <4?0 

As seen in GLAMOUR 

bon voyage, 

••Iwpockobltnon.^ 
•oyon fabric. crl,w 

•rlHi o flurry of wk», 

•ocquortd doh. Block, 

non, llflhf brown, j,n, 

Hoc. ili« 3d to 44, 

1 510 75 

you’& find tfse Scotty label and medallion on every genuine ROTHMOOR 

Enjoy tweeds this 

spring 

ROTHMOOR* 
TWEED COATS 

$59 s° 

The heathery, homespun 
look of tweeds ... as 

Scotch as the skirl of a 

bagpipe. Enjoy them this 
spring... along with 
Rothmoor’s luscious 
quality, painstaking nee- 

dling and exciting style. 
The tweed coat shown 
has contrasting fabric 
inserts. 

Other Rothmoor Coats 

$49-50 to $ 5950 
New Spring 

Rothmoor Suits 

$5950 

Front & Grace 


