
^ FROM A PIECE OF GLASS - BETTER VISION 

Optical Work Requires 
Exacting Precautions 

By BOB KLINE 
Star-News Staff-Writer 

Two pieces of glass are trans- 
formed <nto a pair of lenses for 
human eyes every one and a hall 
minutes at the City Optical compa- 
ny in Wilmington. 

The skill required in grinding 
and checking a lens isone of the 
most exacting of the crafts, for 
the finished product must have no 
flaws. And every precaution is 
taken, from thoroughly training 
each worker for his or her par- 
ticular job to testing each lens 
three times on precision instru- 
ments. 

From start to finish the lens 
grinding job calls for good judg- 
ment. deft fingers, and a detailed 
education of the optical science 
All of this takes time, four to five 
years of time, in fact, before the 
necessary skill is achieved. 

In completing a doctors pre- 
scription, the lens grinder must 
take into consideration such intri- 
cate details as the length of the 
patients eye lashes. When the lens 
is placed in front of the eye, the 
lashes must not touch the glass 
or styes and other growths may 
develop. Therefore the inside face 
must be ground so that its con- 
tour is free of the lashes. 

Depending on the doctors pre 
scription, a lens is ground in vary- 
ing degrees and in various meth 
ods. The lens that is to correct 
minor errors of the eye requires 
r"" ---- 

I relatively simple operations, and 
j one that is to correct advanced 
I stages of poor sight naturally re- 
quires more complicated manu- 

facture. 
In order to trace every possible 

stage, a lens for an eye that is 
far sighted and has a stigmatism 
will be used as an example. Sci- 
entifically, this condition is called 
"hyperobie. It means the eye 
sees near objects poorly and the 
shape of the eye ball is distorted. 

The following steps are then 
taken: 

1. a thick, disk-shaped piece of 
glass, about twice the diameter of 
the finished lens, is taken from 
the stock room where thousands 
of other "blanks are filed. 

| 2. Along with its mate for the 
other eye, the embryionic lens and 
the prescription go into a small 

| wooden box. 
I 3. With a small brush white 
paint is used to mark the job 
number, the axis, and the pre- 
scription on the back face of the 
lens. The box goes back to the 
stock room, and the lens travels 
through the rest of the operations 
from hand to hand. 

4. The glass is now attached to j a metal lens body with hot pitch, j The body and the lens adhere j 
tightly together so that the lens 
may be applied to the grinders. 

5. Now begins three stages ot 
emery grinding. The lens is held 
on a whirling mould, the contour 
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of which is the exact shape that 
the lens surface will be. The first 
stage roughs the glass down to ap- 

proximately the desire,} thickness. 
On the next grinder the limits are 

approached more precisely, and 
on the third an exceedingly fine 
abrasive brings the lens to its final 
shape. 

6. With corrundum flour the lens 
surface is polished microscopic 
pockets are removed, and then the 
final polish is given with a felt 
pad and calcium oxide. 

7. The lens and body are im- 
mersed in ice water, conlractin: 
the pitch, and causing the two to 
separate. Tire lens is cleaned. Any 
remaining pitch is removed with 
cleaning fluid. 

8. The axis is marked and 
checked again, the lens is cen 
tered, and the focus is checked. 

9. The shape and size of the 
lens is cut with a pattern. Pat- 
terns vary from the conservative 
oval” to the more flighty "But 

terfly,” “Caprice,” a n d “Vim 
Girl.” 

10. The edge of the lens is traced 
on a buffing machine until the 
metal pattern and the lens cor- 
respond. When this is obtained a 
pilot light shines continuously, tell- 
ing the operator the process is 
finished. 

11. If the glasses are to be rim- 
less, a diamond drill lubricated 
with oil pierces holes in the lens. 

12. The almost finished product 
is attached to a mounting, the 
temples and the bridge. 

13. The glass is cleansed thor- 
oughly with soapy water and 
cleaning fluid. 

14. On the vertometer, a final 
check is made for focus, axis, 
frame allignment, chips, bubbles, 
and any other possible flaws. 

Now the glasses are ready to 
be worn. From a piece of glass 
aas come a lens that changes a 
defective eye to one that can see 
with normal vision. 

Neuropsychiatric 
Patients Numerous 

WASHINGTON, March 8—(/P)— 
Tire Veterans Administration said 
tonight nearly 55 per cent of its 
hospital beds are reserved for 

neuropsychiatric patients, not be- 
cause they arc so numerous but 
because their treatment takes so 
long. 

During 1946, only 11.77 per cent 
of the veterans admitted for treat- 
ment were mentally ill. Of the 
53.981 neuropsychiatric patients ad- 
mitted, less than 26.509 were ac- 
tually psychotic. The others suf- 
fered character and behavior dis- 
orders and organic conditions of 
the nervous system. 

War-Scattered Scrap 
To Be Returned To U. S. 

WASHINGTON, March 8—fvT*)— 
Director J. Monroe Johnson of 
the Office of Defense Transporta- 
tion reported today the War De- 
partment “says it will start right 
away” bringing back war-scat- 
tered scrap metal and machinery. 

Johnson told this to reporters 
after advising a Senate judiciary 
subcommittee such action is “nec- 
essary to the economic future of 
America” in view of “d pletion < 
our iron ore and fiber reft. 
dining !bo unr 

DOG NOTES 
By Peter Boggs 

_____£_ 
GROWTH ON DOG S BODY 

Occasionally, a dog, will develop 
a growth on his body, especially 
'-der dogs. Most of us make the 
mistake of waiting in the hope 
-hat it will disappear. It never 
Joes. Instead, it grows steadily 
larger. These tumors very ofte. 
lead to cancer and death. How 
ever, if treatment is started whei 
ihe swelling is first noticed, then 
is a good chance that it will dis 
appear. If you notice such a con- 
iition in your dog, place him un- i 
der the care of a competen.! 
veterinarian as soon as possible., 

CAN BITE IF STEPPED ON 
"Let sleeping dogs lie,” seem 

iO be the theory of the Superio 
Court in Los Angeles. Calif. f 
woman brought suit against a do 
owner for damages resulting from 
a bite by his pet dog. In court it 
was shown that the animal or 
dinarily of gentle and friendly 1 

disposition, had bitten the womai 
after she had stepped on if whilt 
if was asleep. The court ruled 
that a dog had the right to bite 
a person who disturbed its sleep 
and dismissed the case. 

FOR DOG'S DANDRUFF 
If your dog develops a dryness 

of the skin and hair it often re 
suits in the appearance of bran 
like, greyish-white scales in th, 
coat. Such a condition is calle; 
dandruff or scurf. 

Usually all that is necessary it 
cure this dandruff condition is on^ 
or two baths with a coal-tar soap 
plus a vigorous daily brushing 
of the animal’s coat with a stif 
brush. In extreme cases I havi 
found the following very helpful. 

I*1*0 a gallon of warm water 
-1 

pour two handfuls of fine oatmeal 
and two ounces of glycerine. Mix 
well and thoroughly rub into the 
dog’s skin, making sure to dry 
him well afterwards. If con- 

venient, add the beaten volks of 
from two to six eggs in the mix 
.Lire. When rinsing the dog before 
frying, put a small amount ol 
iorax in the rinsing water. A gooc 
.rushing of the coat daily is ver. 
mportant in every case and ii 

most is all that is necessary tc 
effect a cure. 

“INSURABLE” OFTEN 
MEANS NOTHING 

The wife of a friend of min 
called me a few months ago say 
rig that a truck had struck hei 
dog, crushing the animal’s face 
L gave her the telephone number 
of two nearby veterinarians an< 
then hurried over to see if I coul 
be of any help. 

The two vets arrived at almos 
the same time as I did. They too! 
a look at the dog; then ;he' 
agreed that he should be put i 

death at once. 1 asked them 
they would put me to death if m.' 
jaw were crushed. I then shut th. 
door saying they were going to 
stay there until they had done 
everything their great skill per- 
mitted for the suffering dog. For 
almost two hours they worked 
deftly over the dog. As they de 
aarted, both prophesied the do? 
would die within three days. 

Now, three months later this 
dog is visiting my home with his 
master. He sits beside me as 1 
write this, fully recovered from 
his injuries. Even the wisest vets 

may be wrong in their predic- 
tions. The word “incurable” is 
used loo often in connection with 
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sick or injured dogs. Remember 
that. 

SHORT-HAIRED DOGS 
IN COLD WEATHER 

If you own and keep a short- 
haired dog in the house, care 

; should be taken when he is let 
out of doors in cold weather. 
When the temperature is below 

| fieezing, make sure your pet is 
! kePt on the move when he first 
i emerges from the warm house. 
; This first run increases the 
| animal's circulation and enables 
him to remain out lor some time 

i without shivering. 
THE QUESTION BOX 

Question: After bathing a dog is 
necessary to dry him thorough- ly? Or will he take care of him- 

i self naturally? 
—Q. P. 

Answer: I advise drying a dog 
thoroughly whenever possible, j: 
lessens his changes of catching a 
cold that might develop into” a 
erious illness. 

Question: My dog is an extra! 
eavy eater but he still stays very bin. He gets only a normal 
mount of exercise. What do you1 hink is wrong? 

—M.C.R.j Answer: I suspect he has; 
orms. Suggest you have himi 

becked by a veterinarian to see 
'f this is true. I 

News In ThTw^idT1 
Of Religion 

By VV. W. REID 
More than one hundred Ameri- 

can Protestant missionaries, for- 
merly serving in Japan, have 
been “cleared” with the Ameri- 
can occupation authorities for re- 
turn to service there. Half that 
number are already in Japan; the 
others should be back within the 
next few months. Those now re- 
turned are principally engaged in 
schools, social work, rural evan- 
gelism, and in church extension 
and administration. When the 
“old timers”, have been returned 
to Japan, it is expected that new 
missionaries will be recruited lor 
special forms of service. 

Under the auspices of the Na- 
tional Christian Council of China, 
and with the cooperation of all 
the major Protestant denomina- 
tions and church organizations of 
the country, a three-year “For- 
ward Movement’’ of evangelism 
is being launched this year. Bish- 
op Ralph A. Ward, of Chicago, 
111., Methodist leader in Shanghai, 
is the chairman of the committee 
pressing the movement. This 
evangelistic movement, reports 
the Council, “is conceived in a 
broad way, to reach outsiders in 
untouched areas and the various 
classes of people in the commun- 
ities around us, by the use of all 
our resources including publicity 
and literature, visual aids and 
broadcasting. The strengthening 
of the inner life of the church and 
the leadership of the church are 
seen to be of urgent necessity for 
this purpose.” 

Dr. Franklin I. Siieeder, of the 
Board of Christian Education of 
the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, Philadelphia, recently 

[told the Council of the Church 
Boards of Education, that they 
had a right to demand in the col- 
leges maintained by religious 
bodies “that the Christian way of 
life be presented with persuasive 
ness and power as man’s only [ 
hope of salvation in an age when i 
the alternative is a mad race to 
total destruction.” He also called 
upon the Christian colleges to lead 
the way in the Christianizing of 
the social structure. “This will j 
mean,” he said, “the elimination' 
of the color line on our campuses, 
and the development of a realistic 1 
interest in the establishment of a 
Christian world order.” 

All through the Christian cen- 
turies there has been a changing 
idea of what constituted a 

“hymn.” To Saint Augustine it 
was “singing to the praise of 
God,” some sang them to Christ, 
and some to “the sleeper who 
needed to be spiritually aroused”; 
while in more recent years the 
subjective “gospel song” was oft- 
en considered a humn. Now 
comes Dr. Carl F. Price, Metho-1 

dist humnologist and „„ and one of the to‘1Pose>- 
Hymn Society ot wCl's 01 
thin definition^ •" 5 
is a lyric poem re,.„_. 

3t1 ^Hin 
devotionally conceived designed to be sung and 1-Lh u 
presses the worshinner' dlCh ‘X- 
toward God. or God's J attitUlh 
human life. It should be^8 "> 
and metrical in form s:m?!e 
emotional, poetic and ’]jf*nUme:* style, spiritual in quality y in 
its ideas so direct and -nd ln 

diately apparent as tn 
0 im®e. 

congregation while singing r? J 

.ne moral life of China , ly as a result of the War ,a‘Sf- 
ow ebb,” said the National&*•' ban Council of China, rear.? S‘ 

mg a majority of the Pro f^ churches in that land in a 7ta« statement. “Standard, J ecent 
conduct are lacking. 'Both ,-m?rai duals and social groups bavetT- doned corruption and la‘vie n' 

and their evil influence 'ha s' 
meated the entire nation J"’ 
responsibility has sunk almost ?' the vanishing point The “ 

suffer, they lie weak andhcT* victims of inhuman cruelti ^ know not where to turn fe 
^ 

The church. in the J ,aid 
cvits, cannot but cry tou to'm. whole nation to repent aJ\ 
quickly, so that by a chant heart it may find deliverance ° 

The church itself belongs to party, but as Christians v:e 
" 

| neither be blind to the dan... 
[which threaten the foundahonf ) the nation nor refrain from Da« 
mg moral judgment on social and political evils which are in com, sition to what we know to “e God’s whole will and the moral standards of Jesus Christ. We are united in our opposition to all cor ruption, to all types of human bondage, inequality, unrighteous- 
ness and inhumanity.” 

Dr. Harry F. Ward, professor- 
emeritus of Union Theologmat 
Seminary. New' York, recently told the Methodist Federation tor 
Social Action that “the same com- 
munication cartels used to wage 
the anti-Soviet propaganda can- 
naign prior to World War II" 
have now resumed in a "strenu- 
ous campaign of misrepresen- 
tation and distortion and lying 
about the Soviet Union and its" ac- 
tivities.’’ 

Enameled glass made by the 
Saracens was valued by the kings 
and nobles of Europe during the 
Middle Ages. 
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How Does 
Christian Science Heal? 

jyjANY persons are asking about Christian Science. They would like 

to know mor</about its healing power and why it is that Christian 
Science brings so much health, happiness, freedom, and serenity to the 

earnest seeker. One of the best ways to learn about Christian Science 
is to attend a free lecture. 
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You And Your Friends Are Welcome 


