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SYNOPSIS 
Young Sherry Kent had been 

looking forward to spending the 
weekend at the farm of Steve Jef- 

frey, beloved family friend, and is 
keenly disappointed when her 

glamorous sister, Val, discloses 
their mother, Leda, had phoned 
Steve they could not make it. To 

Sherry Steve’s farm was the one 

place where her existence did not 

leem flat and useless. Leda, 
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widowed when Sherry and Val 

were small, was engaged m the 

pursuit of her highly successful 
business career, while Val was 

equally busy pursuing pleasure in 

an effort to mask her heartoreak 
I over the death ip action of her 

fiance, Rick Colby. When Sherry 
learns that Leda is dining with 

Roger Bedloe. vice-president of 

her firm, and Val with Wade Car- 

rington, her current beau, she de- 
cides to go to Steve s even thougn 
he isn’t expecting her. 

Alighting from the train, she 

spies his station wagon parked 
nearby and climbed in to wait for 

him. However, attractive Lex Mo- 

rell, who identifies himself as 

Steve's new hired man, takes the 
wheel, and Sherry, somewhat em- 

barassed. introduces herself. 
Meanwhile, in her office, Leda, in- 

dulging in a bit of retrospection, 
recalls the early days of her mar- 

riage to Tom Kent. Against her 

judgment he had resigned his of- 

fice job and bought a farm out 

near Steve’s place. From the first 
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Leda hated it, and only when the 

venture proved financially unsuc- 

cessful was she able to induce him 
to give it up. He had died the 

winter following their return to the 

city. She recalled, too, how right 
she had been, as events turned out 

in insisting Val wait until after 

the war to marry Rick. Sherry 
and Lex chatted amiably as they 
drove toward the farm. Lex had 

been in the brokerage business be- 

fore the war, but upon his release 
from the army decided he’d like to 

learn farming. Now. after two 

months with Steve, he was more 

determined than ever to have one 

of his own some day. 
CHAPTER SIX 

Lex got out and took Sherry's 
bag and together they mounted 
the broad stairs to the porch. 
Great, white snowflakes made star 

patterns on the dark cloth of 

Sherry’s coat. There was a sort of 

muffled stillness over everything, 
so that their footsteps sounded un- 

naturally loud. 
Lex opened the door witn tne j 

delicate fanlight above it and stood, 
aside for Sherry to enter. A small, | 
tawny body catapulted itself 

through the opening. Kippy, her 

spaniel, all flying ears and scamp- 
ering feet and welcoming red 

tongue, fell upon her with little 

yips of utter delight. And Sherry 
stooped to hug him and lay her 

cool cheek against his silken head 
in affectionate greeting. 

Aunt Pen spoke delightedly from 
the shadowy hall. ‘‘Land sakes, 
child! You did come after all!” 

She put a plump arm around 
Sherry’s shoulders and Sherry’s 
lips brushed her cheek. No typical 
old maid, Aunt Pen. She was a 

big. motherly-looking woman, -well- 
cushioned with solid flesh. Her 
white hair, cut short, curled na- 

turally about her lively, high-col- 
lored face. She had a warm, rich 
laugh, a firm handclasp, a bound- 
less capacity for affection. 

Her cheerful words of welcome 
were like a tidal wave, breaking 
ever Sherry, engulfing her 
in pleasant warmth, leaving no in- 
terval for response. ‘‘Steve’ll be 
so glad to see you! He’s been like 
a grumpy bear ever since your 
mother called. Lex where’d you 
find her? Steve’s gone over to 

Hemingway’s on some errand or 

ether. He’ll be back any minute, 
though. Here, Sherry, let me take 
your things. ." 

As she rattled on, Aunt Pen took 
Sherry’s wraps and hung them in 
the hall closet. Lex slipped off his 
leather jacket and hung it away, 
too. Kippy stood wagging ecstati- 
cally at Sherry’s feet. There were 

thick, soft-toned old hooked rugs 
or. the hall floor. A white banis- 
tered stairway curved up grace- 
fully. Sherry w-ondered whether 
Lex Morell, too, felt the homey 
friendliness of this house, whether 
his heart lifted in response as hers 
did. with a special quiet pleasure. 

Sherry explained to Aunt Pen 

during a momentary lull in the 
cider woman’s chatter, “I wanted 
to come, so I came, whether 
Mother and Val could make it or 
not. It’s been so long—” 

Too long. Aunt Pen agreed 
heartily. “Lex, take her into the 
parlor. It’s warmer in there and 
you must both be chilled through. 
The wind’s bitter tonight, Steve’l] 
be home any minute. I’ve just got 
to go out and see to my chicken.’’ 
She confided to Sherry, “The girl 
I have helping me is a willing lit- 
tle thing, but I can’t trust her to 
boil water. I’ll be right back—” 

She bustled off kitchenward and 
Lex followed Sherry into the big 
room to the right of the hallway. 
The lamps were unlit as yet, but 
a log fire in the wide-mouthed fire- 
place painted the room with a 

flickering radiance. Beyond its 
reach the tall windows were ob- 
longs of intense blue. Sherry 
touched a switch and the lamps 
flowered into brightness, bringing 
into sharper focus the substantial 
shapes of old furniture. Most of 
the things in the house, Sherry 
knew, had been in use since 
Steve's grandfather’s time. Fabian 
Jeffery had sat in these chairs, 
walked upon these carpets. 
The bronze statuettes of horses 
that gleamed from cabinets and 
table tops had been executed at 
bis order. For him had Rosa Bon- 
beur made the painting of a Per- 
cheron that hung between the win- 
dows. There was a sense of time- 
lessness in this room, this house, 
a feeling of generations linked to- 
gether, a permanence greater than 
that of mere wood and fabric. It 
had to do with the people who had 
lived here, who had moved and 
loved and died within these walls. 
Sherry wondered whether Lex felt 
that, too. Then she dismissed the 
notion as absurd. Why should he? 
This house could not mean to him 
what it meant to her. 

She crossed the hearth and 
spread her cold fingers to the 
fire’s heartening blaze. 

“Feels good.” 
Lex came over and warmed hi* 

hands, too. “Yes, it does.” 
Kippy, who had come padding 

into the room behind them, pro- 
ceeded to go around and around 
at Sherry’s feet. Finally he curled 
up in a bright ball, his ears out- 
spread, and relaxed with a little 
grunt of complete satisfaction. 

“He seems very fond of you,’*’ 
Lex said. 

“He ought to.’* Sherry told him. 
“He’s mine.” She added then, by 
way of exaplanation, "Steve gave 
him to me a year ago, for Christ- 
mas, because I’d always wanted a 
dog of my own. But can you im- 
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agine a free soul like Kippy being 
cooped up in a city apartment? 
So Steve keeps him here for me— 

but Kippy knows he’s mine.” 

“Yes,” Lex said, smiling down 

at the little dog, “I can see he 

does.” 
Sherry laughed. It wasn’t that’ 

anything humorous had been said. 
She just felt like laughing. The 
deep, inner happiness merely be- 
ing in these surroundings engen- 
dered in her required some form 
of expression. So she laughed. And 
the tall young man beside her 
laughed, too. Sherry looked up at 
him and it seemed to her she saw 

in his eyes a reflection of the 
friendliness and liking she was be- 

ginning to ■feel for him. 
She said thoughtfully, “Lex— 

that’s an unusual name.” 
“Short for Lexington,” he told 

her, “after the battle. My great- 
great-something-or other grand 
father fought in it, so the name 

has become a sort of family tradi- 
tion.” He said then. “Sherry’s not 

a common name, either.” 
“I know. It’s because my father 

thought my eyes were the color 
if sherry.” 
Lex inspected them. “That’s 

right, they are. You must tell your 

father for me he’s a man of rare 

perception." 
“My father’s been dead a good 

many years.” 
“Oh? I’m sorry—I didn’t real- 

ize—” 
“It’s all right,” Sherry said. 

“How would you know—unless 
Steve had happened to mention 

it?” . 

Standing there, straight and slim 

in the fire’s glow, there was a di- 

rectness about her, an air of can- 

dor, that appealed to Lex Morel! 

Firelight became her, he thought. 
The soft dark gold of her hair took 

on an added warmth and richness 
and her curious light brown eyes 

flowed in contrast to the dark 

Iweep of her lashes. Her mouth 

was a lovely thing, wide and pas- 

sionately modeled, for smiling, for 

kisses— 
Suddenly, by some trick of vis- 

ual memory, it was as though Lex 

saw another mouth, ardently curv- 

ed inviting. It was as though an- 

other girl stood beside him, a girl 
whose dark beauty sent the blood 

racing through his veins in a hot 
tide. A girl whose kisses he had 
known — and would know again. 
A girl he would never get over 

loving. 
Sherry was speaking an Lex 

brought his attention back to her 
words with an effort. “My father 
and Steve Jeffrey were friends 
years ago. We lived on a small 
farm just west of here when I was 

little.” 
“Did you?” Lex asked. “I didn’t 

know that.” He frowned. “What 
place would that be? Heming- 
way’s is the next farm west,but—” 

“Not that far,” Sherry told him. 
“It’s part of Steve’s land now. And 
the house burned down some years 
ago—” 

The sound of the back door clos- 
ing broke into her words. 

They heard Aunt Pen say, 
“Steve, Sherry came after all," 
and Steve’s pleased voice answer- 

ing, “Oh, good! Where is she?” 
“In the parlor with Lex. I’ve 

hardly had a chance to see her yet 
myself. Dinner’ll be ready in a 

very few minutes.” 
(To Be Continued! 

DEATH STOPS HICCOUGH 
DAYTON, O., March 13—— 

The hiccoughing of William C. 
Wells stopped last night. He died 
of pneumonia thus ending two 

years of an affliction for which 
medicine, surgery and thousands 
of homespun cures sent from all 
parts of the world could do noth- 

ing_ 

300 DODGE BRITISH 
JERUSALEM, March 13—(/P)—An 

officer of Hagana, largest and 
most moderate of the Jewish 
underground groups in Palestine 
declared today that 300 passengers 
from the beached refugee ship 
Susanna had made their way 
safely ashore “and are now mem- 

bers of Yishuv,” the Jewish com- 

munity in Palestine. 
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