
CANCER DRIVE 
GOAL IS $4,500 
-- 

HI e w Hanover Chapter 
florht Carolina Sorosis 

Sponsoring Event 
With a campaign slogan aimed 

straight at the heart of America’s 
dollar, the New Hanover County 
rhaPter ot North Carolina Sorosis 

jounces its 1947 drive for $4,- 
500 to be used in the fight against 
cancer' 

.'jjo one is safe from cancer. 

p,,ard those you love, give to 

conquer cancer,” is the slouan. 

'r'ocallv the campaign will run 

{rom April 14' to 30, Mrs. J K 

Ward, chairman of the publicity 
committee of t h e New Hanover 

croup, has announced. 

mTS. N. L. Foy hE}s been named 

neral chairman of the drive 
Ls year, and Mrs. Ransey Wea- 

Ibersbee, Sr., as co-chairman, 
btrs. J. R. Chasten is treasurer, 
id, Mrs. F. M. Craig, assistant; 

y]rS. Bernice Stellings is in 

charge of initial gifts, and Mrs. 
W A. Fonvielle has been placed 
m charge of the city commercial 
division. 

Heads of other divisions have 
been named as follows: 

County commercial, Mrs. Har- 
tv Wellot; booths, Mrs Paul 
Burton; coin boxes, Mrs. Q. B. 
Snipes, schools, Mrs. J. H. Fer- 

guson: tag day,. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Emory, ad publicity, Mrs. Ward. 

The campaign will be aided by 
trailers >n local movie houses; 
radio skits window displays and 

posters, Mrs. Ward said. 
1 

The goal last year was topped 
by over $500 with Mrs. A. K. Wil- 
lis, chairman, it was recalled. 

JV, c. GI Sentenced 
In Soldier s Death 

YOKOHAMA, March 29.—(A1)— 
Pvts. William Garner of Snow 
Camp, N. C., and Jesse E. Brown 
of Philadelphia were sentenced to 
life imprisonment by a general 
courtmartial today after convic- 
tion of the murder of Pfc. Charles 
London of Detroit. 

London's body was found floating 
in a Yokohama canal Nov. 3, five 
days after a quarrel at tire home 
of two Japanese girls, and autopsy 
revealed death was due to drown- 
ing, Eighth Army headquarters 
said. 

Italy has more ground given to 
the cultivation of grapes than any 
other country in the world. 

FLOWERS for EASTER 
(Sunday, April 6th) 

Send your greetings with a corsage, 
plant, or touquet — but order now — 

CORSAGES made of Rosea, Gar- 
denias, Orchid*. Carnations, Sweet 
Peas 

POT PLANTS: 
Easter Lilies, Hy- 
acinth*, P r 1 m- 

roses, Begonia*, 
Geranium*, Cy- 
clamen, etc. 

CUT FLOWERS: 
Roses, Sweet 
Peas, Carnations 
Gladiolus, etc. 

MAKE TOUR 
SELECTION 

EARLY 

THE BLOSSOM SHOP 

24 pc. ■ 

SILVERWARE I 
SET I 

1 Consists of: « 

• 6KNIVES iMr.n ft 
• 6 FORKS 5ft I 
• 6 T.SPOONS W 1 
• 6 S. SPOONS I 

£ (Chest Not Included) g| 
PAl OALY 50c WEEKLY I 

Open An Account — No Extra Charge For Credit B 

'■’■Kewel Box 1 
A^PJv I©9 ML FRONT STREET < 
WILMINGTON'S LARGEST CREDIT JEWELERS g 

Assistant Chief 

J. A. West, first assistant chief of the Wilmington Fire De- 
partment, has served as a fireman for 26 years. He has seen fire 
fighting develop into the science that has reduced Wilmingl n’s 
fire loss to a minimum. (r«rCA?r^"r'\ FHOTO). 

Assistance Chief Cuts 
Losses Caused By Water 

By BOB KLINE 
Star News Staff Writer 

The 26 years that Assistant Chief 
J. A. West has been with the Wil- 
mington Fire d e partment closely 
parallels the advance of better 
fire fighting methods in Wilming- 
ton. 

And rightly so. because his ap- 
plication in diligence and con- 

scientious study as a fireman has 
led the way to many of the 
changes. 

In 1920, when he came with the 
department, there were three fire 
stations in the city; now there are 

six. Then there were 39 firemen; 
now there are 76. While the de- 
partment has eight pumper trucks 
now, there was one then. Now 15,- 
000 feet of hose is available to 

fight fires; in 1920 there was 5,000 
feet. Also the firemen’s pension 
and a training program have been 
established since 1920. 

West’s rise to his present job 
has been gradual, giving him time 
to learn each of his jobs thorough- 
ly. After two years in the depart- 
ment he was made a pump oper- 
ator, a job he held until 1935. He 

was promoted to lieutenant then 
and served at No. 5 station at 
17th and Dock streets. His 'next 
boost (fame two years later, v/hen 
in 1937 he was given the job of 

second assistant chief. And in 

Match, 1939, West took over as 
first assistanf chief. 

He says that much Of his train- 
ing has come from self-instruction 
and personal observations made in 
his 26 years of service. One of 
the biggest, problems in the fire- 
men’s training program now, he 
says, is breaking the men of their 
fear of heights. The six story 
brick tower at the main station 
is used for this.. Here they get 
practice in climbing ropes and 
ladders, scaling walls, and jump- 
ing into nets. 

When fighting his first fires, 
Chief West was appslle<j at the 
high losses resulting from water, 
when fire damage was relatively 
low. Following this cue, he studied 
scientific methods of fighting 
fires, with an eye to keeping fire 
losses to a minimum. 

Now when firemen arrive at a 

fire, instead of immediately shoot- 
ing water in and at the building, 
they get the smoke cleared as 

much as possible to find the 
source of the blaze. Then comes 

the torrent of water, aimed to kill 
the fire in short order. With this 
system fire losses have been re- 

duced as much as 90 per cent. 
In the chief’s memory are hun- 

dreds of fires, from small grass 
fires to infernos that gutted build- 
ings to the core. And from them 
he has evolved his own theory on 

cycles of depression and prosperi- 
ty. 

He believes that in lean years, 
when jobs and money are scarce, 
there will be many fires. And in 
years of plenty there will be rela- 
tively few fires. He proposes sev- 

eral reasons to explain his theory. 
During a depression, he says, peo- 
ple are careful where they spend 
an extra penny, and that’s when 
buildings become most vulnerable 
to fire. When business is good, 
more money is spent on upkeep 
and cleaning, as a result, uuuu- 

ings are inspected more often and 
are less subject to fire. Another 
possible reason he cautiously ad- 
vances for the cycle is the desire 
to cash in on fire insurance dur- 

ing a depression. 
The Barrel Factory fire in 1925 

was Chief West’s first big job. The 
factory burned to the ground while 
a southwest wind carried sparks 
that started new fires in over 100 
houses. The Chief handled a hose 
alone in one of the houses, and 

although the roof was eventually- 
burned away, he stayed with it 

until the fire was out. 

At the nitrate fire in 1929 at 

the foot of Hanover street he op- 

erated a pump and handled hose, 
as he was needed. The whole 
building, which was about a block 

square, burned to the ground. 
“The oddest feeling 1 have ever 

had at p fire was the night of 
December 7, 1941,” he says. “It 

v/as just after we heard about 
Pearl Harbor.” A tanker loaded 
with gasoline tied up at a termi- 
nal was ablaze, and he was among 

the first to get there. 
“When 1 went aboard flames 

were shooting up from the deck 
houses on both ends of the ship 
and the whole crew was getting 
off as fast as they could. I won- 

dered if I was going to be the 

only one left aboard.” 
But other firemen arrived and 

a few crewmen were mustered to 

help fight the blae. Fuel lines 
W0re closed, a barage tied to the 

ship was set adrift, and in about 

an hour the fire was “licked. 

Even when West is off his 1«- 
hour daily stretch, an alarm in 
his home sounds whenever a fire 

breaks out anywhere in Wilming- 
ton. 

Being a fireman and having the 

responsibility of first assistant 
chief is not an easy job It re- 

quires an alert mind and body 24 

hours a day. 

Paul Ader’s Second 
Novel Is Accepted 

SHELBY, March 29.—(JPh-Paui 
\der of Shelby, 27-year-old Duke 

graduate and free lance writer for 
North Carolina newspapers, has 
iad his second novel accepted for 

October publication by a New York 
'irm. 

Titled “Long April,’’ the book 
.reals with the life of a North 
Carolinian during the 1930-40 de- 

cade. Ader is a native of Ashe- 
villt. 

N. C. FIRST STATE 
IN POLIO PROGRAM 

State’s Campaign Based On 
Experiences In Famous 

Hickory Epidemic 
Special To The Star-News 

CHArEL HILL, March 
, 

29- 
North Carolina yesterday became 
the first state in the union to an- 

nounce its prograi for combat- 
ing possible polio outbreaks this 
summer. 

Eased on experiences in the 
famous Hickory epidemic of 1944, 
the program 'vill be laid before 
the "Preparedness Conference on 

Poliomyelitis” at Goldsboro, April 
3, by the State Health Department 
and the National Foundation for 
Infantile Paralysis. 

Other states scheduled to follow 
North Carolina’s example are 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Louisi- 
ana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Michi- 
gan, Indiana, Wisconsin, Montana, 

Maine, Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut. 

Attending the Goldsboro confer- 
ence will be state, county and dis- 
trict health authorities, school su- 

perintendents, medical society of- 
ficers, city and county welfare 
personnel, health educators, wom- 
en’s club leaders and members of 
National Foundation county chap- 
ters. 

Speakers will include Dr. Ken- 
neth Landauer and Dr. West J. 
Altenburg, assist-medical director 
and director of chapters, respec- 
tively, for the National Founda- 
tion; Dr. Carl V. Reynolds, State 
Health Officer, and Dr. Clyde A. 
Erwin, State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. 

Principal theme of the confer- 
ence is organization of health and 
civic groups; (I) to assure the 
best possible care and treatment 
for polio victims, (2) to dissemi- 
nate correct information to the 
public, (3) to encourage communi- 
ty and individual precautions 
against infantile paralysis, (4) to 
check possible spread of ‘the dis- 
ease and (5) to stimulate com- 

plete cooperation of all groups in 
case" of an emergency. 

Philip S. Randolph, the Nation- 
al Foundation’s North Carolina 

representative, said that county 
chapters ot that organization are 

pledged to see that no victim of 
polio goes without care and treat- 
ment for want of money, regard- 
less of age, race, creed or color. 

So far this year, 15 cases of 
polio have been reported, compar- 
ed to seven for the same period 
last year. Polio epidemics usually 
begin in late June or earlier, reach 
their peak in September and taper 
off in the fall. 

14 Pirates Accused 
By Chinese Tribunal 

SHANGHAI, March 29.— HP) 
Fourteen pirates were charged by 
a Chinese army tribunal today 
with seizing billions uf Chinese 
dollars worth of cargo and killing 
more than 50 crewmen and pas- 
sengers of small craft plying be- 
tween Shanghai and the Yangtze 
estuary. 

The leader, identified as a for- 
mer army officer, was said to 
have equippi d his men with car- 

bines, sub machineguns and other 
modern arms. The gang allegedly 
stole large quantities of medi- 
cines, tea, cotton and tung oil. 

COMPANY C WINS 
HONORS AT NHHS 

John Hazlehurst And Le- 
roy Bradshaw Named 
Distinguished Cadets 

Company B, commanded by Capt. 
Allen Lanier with Miss Mary Ann 
Jenkins as sponsor, won the hon- 
or company award with a 91.85 
average. The battalion was 
graded on Friday mornings, for- 
mation, attitude, participation 
neatness, courtesy, discipline, and 
knowledge of military training, in 
the classroom as well as on the 
field. 

Pvt. Haaelhurst, of Company B, 
won distinguished cadet over the 
following participants: Pvt. Nor 
man George, Company A; Pvt 
Jimmy Williamson, Company C; 
and Pvt. Ensley Laney, Company 
D. 

Sgt. Bradshaw, of Company C 
won top honors for second and 
third year cadets over Sgt. Brad- 
ford Wiggins, Company A; Sgt 

__ 

innan-A 

Bradford Cantwell, Company ; B;_ 
and Sgt. Fred Babson, Company- 
D. 

Capt. Lanier, Miss Jenkins, Sgt 
Bradshaw, and Pvt. Hazelhure 
will be entitled to wear th* 
fouraggere, a shoulder cord, foe> 
the week of March 31 to April 4." 
The cadets and sponsor will be 
presented with the fouraggere and 
streamer, for the honor company, 
Monday morning on the Thirteenth 
and Ann Streets parade field. 

Maj. Albert Beall inspected the 
second and third year honor 
cadets, and Lt. Col. Albert Beall 
inspected the first year cadet*. 

Some Don ts 

ior Pimplei 
Don’t scratch — don’t squeeze;' 

pimples—you may infect yourself. 
Don’t suffer from itching of pim- 
ples. Eczema, angrv red blotches 
or other irritations, when soothing 
Peterson’s Ointment offers you 
quick relief. Makes th" «k!»> * _!i’ 
better, feel better, 35c all drug- 
gists. Money back if on. ap.u.ca- 
tion does not delight you. Peter- 
son’s Ointment also soothes irri- 
tated. tired or itchy feet and 
cracks between toes. 

\ 

SUPERB COLLECTIONS OF 

COATS SUITS AND DRESSES 

ASSURE LAST MINUTE SHOP- 

PERS UNLIMITED CHOICE 

OF STYLES. 

High-ranking fashion this Easter is the 

double-breasted suit with double or 

triple rows of silver or gold ornamental 

buttons, showing up on the longer 
Jackets of our distinctive suits, bounc- 

ing down the front of our elegant top- 

pers. You’ll see 100% pure wools, soft 

gabardines and twills in look-twic* 

colors: darks, mixtures and pastels. 

TWO CONVENIENT BUYING PLANS 

FOR EASTER SHOPPERS—CHARGE 

ACCOUNT OR TEN-PAY PLAN. 

214 N. FRONT ST. DIAL §567 OR Mil* 


