
Benson Bows For Photo 
: As Life History Unfolds 

By PHIL WRIGHT 
Star-News Staff Writer 

Spotlighted in Wilmington offi- 

cialdom during his first year a.s 

ci*y manager J. it. Benson today 
-bows again for the camera lens 

end flash bulbs with the same 

straight forward \ lew he had when 

'he enjoyed the comparitively col- 
orless routine as the city s finance 

officer and chief clerk. 
This man Benson, whose name 

today literally has become a 

household word, and about whom 
children chant when mimicking 
local radio coftimentators, was 

born James Robert Benson, next 

to the last in a family7 of seven 

children at Swan Quarter in Hy de 

county, near the shores of the 

now-famous Mattamuskeet Lake. 
His parents were Mr. and Mrs 

Zaccheus Benson, and he enjoyed 
the companship of six brothers 

and sisters. Three brothers are 

living; Robert L. Benson, clerk of 

the- town of Wrightsville Beach: 
r. D. Benson. Elizabeth City busi- 
ness man. and C. H. Benson who 

is now atuary for the Pilot Life 

Insurance Company, with offices 
in Greensboro. 

One sister is living, Mrs. Lvie 

Boomer who is the only member 
of his family left at the old home 
place at Swan Quarter. Two 
ethers are dead. 

His boyhood was spent working 
In his father’s fields, and lending 
nets which he and his older broth- 
ers set to catch fish from the 
waters of a lake on which the 
farm bordered. They were happy 
days, he recalls, until at the age 
of 16, when he went to lie with 
a lonely uncle and to further his 
high school education which had 
been started in the hamlet of 
Swan Quarter. 

lEven then his life took on an 

aspect of pleasure, despite his 
new custom of fending for himself 
which his uncle J. M. Benson a 

Methodist minister, then living at 

Cameron, thought best for him. 
Benson says he lived as a typi- 

cal farm lad during his- first 16 

years. There was hunting and 
fishing in Lake Mattamskeet, 
since taken over by the state as a 

game preserve. 
In the summers he went bare- 

foo' in the loamy soil and ran 

•‘foot races” and shot marbles, 
ar.d did the many other things 
that any normal youth does. 

In school, he was a scholarly 
lad, excelling in some academic 
studies, but he admits that on 

most studies his grades werc only 
average. 

In sports he excelled, winning 

DEALERS 
WANTED 

We want a dealer in each and every city in North 
and South Carolina. Minimum stock for a dealer-ship 
is six machines. Prospective Dealers should contact us 
at once ! ! ! 

Retail sales must be accompanied with a deposit of 
at least twenty-five dollars and your machine will be 
sh:pped balance C. 0. D. within 24 hours after order is 
received, or the deposit will be refunded. 

Standard Black Machine—F.O.B. Winston-Salem, N. C.—$2*7.67 
Add the following for extras if wanted: 

Chrome-Plated Machine—$30.00—Sports Shield—$12.50 
Kick Starter—$18.70—Extra Large Saddle—$5.00 

Saddlebags—$3.00 up. 
Add 3% N. C. Sales Tax to above prices. 

J. R. BOLLING CO. 
126 N. Marshall St. 

Winston-Salem, N. C. 
--- 

JAEGER PUMPS 
Capacities 2 to 4-inch 

New Equipment In Stock 
For Immediate Delivery! 

Royers Low-Bed Trailers 
(15 to 35 tons) 

Bueyrus-Erie Cable Operated Scrapers 
Heil Four Wheel Scrapers 

Whiteman Concrete Floor Finishers 
Dixie Logger & Lowther Pulpwood Saws 

Disston Chain Saws 

Construction, Industrial, Logging 
^ anri 

Material Handling Equipment 
I btate distributors for Kohler Light Plants. 

mm ** 

Territories available for dealerships— KOHLER LFGJIT 
Write us for full particulars. PLANTS 

: SALES PARTS SERVICE 

NORTH CAROLINA EQUIPMENT CO. 
Raleigh , 

» 3101 HHlsbofu Street 
* I’hone 8836 

Wilmington 
5 Miles West 

Routes 71 and 7<i 
Phone 2-2173 

Charlotte 
*> ivi!Ich South Route 21 

Phone 4-4661 

AfhcvUKo 
Sweeten Crt-ek Rtia(| 

Phone 789 

and holding the trophy for relay 
races and high jumps in his dis- 

trict, and often playing a close 
second for state honors. 

Earlier he had access to the 
120 square mile lake, and engaged 
almost daily in sailboat races 

and the community’s swimming 
matches. 

His home was located eight 
miles from the ocean sounds, and 
he recalls that in the summer and 

autumn he and his father and 

brothers would make fishing trips 
foi the big game of the sea. 

After attending school a short 
while in Cameron, his uncle took 
a pastorate in Kenlv. and Benson, 

then just turned 17, had to shoul- 
der his books and start in a new 

school. 
The remainder of his high 

school years were spent in this 
fashion. 

After Kenly. his uncle was 

called to Carthage, and to Troy 
where Benson completed his high 
school work. 

Benson’s advanced education 
consists of a short business course 

at Kings’ Business college in 

Charlotte back in 1916. plus the 

many kindnesses of Fate with 
which he has been favored, and 

from which he has learned many 
lessons. 

He graduated from Kings short- 
ly before the United .States de- 
clared war on Germany in 1917, 
and came to Wilmington to enlist 
in the National Guard after sev- 

eral unsuccessful attempts to en- 

list in the regular Army. 
The Guard was mustered in the 

armed service in July, 1917, and 

soon sent to England. Benson's! 
unit was shipped on to France 
where he followed the campaign 
through. 

Homeward bound, his boat leit 

Marseilles, France, in the spring 
of 1919, and after seeing about 40 
of his fellow' passengers die of in- 

fluenza he arrived in the states 

shortly before his 23rd birth anni- 
versary. 

He spent that summer at home, 
but in the fall came back to Wil- 
mington and w'as employed as 

cashier and bookkeeper in the 
Water Department, serving under 
McKean Maffitt, then superinten- 
dent. 

He w’as promoted to city tax 
collector in 1927 during the one 

unit collector’s regime. (There 
was a city collector, and a county 
collector then.l 

In 1930 he w’as elevated to city 
clerk and treasurer, and in 1941 
when Wilmington wen' under the 
manager-council form of govern- 

Wilmington’s Manager, Benson 
_^.^ 

■i 
Straightforward J. K. Benson, Wilmington’s city manager, 

whom fate placed in his present position, over his protests, and 
those of his wife and children, but who has “weathered” the many 
difficulties confronting him during the year since he was elevated 
from the comparitively colorless life of city clerk. 

Blind Woman Directs 
Manhattan Eye Bank 

By ROBERT 3IUSEL 
United Press Staff Correspondent 

NEW YORK, March 29.—(IU>)—A 
remarkable woman sits behind the 
desk of a little office in midtown 
Manhattan. 

Her hair is grey but her face 
and voice are young. 

Her eyes sparkle even behind 
the pale tinted glasses she wears. 

Unless you were told, you would 
never guess that there is NO sight 
in one eye and only one-fifth vision 
in the otner. 

For Mrs. Aida de Acosta Breck- 
inridge has never admitted that 
this can be a handicap. The lights 
went out for her suddenly one day 
in 1920. After the weeks of agony 
and the months of treatment for 
glaucoma—“silent thief of vision” 
—she saw again. Scarcely more 

than a pinpoint, but she saw! 
She looked up and there was her 

surgeon, Dr. William H. Wilmer. 
She could only see him at certain 
angles—but she was too tharikful 
for self-pity even though in her 
case it might have been excused. 
Beautiful, rich, socially promi- 
nent, the first woman ever to fly 
a dirigible solo—to lose almost all 
her sight at 36. 1 

Mrs. Breckinridge recalled it to- 

day in the small room from which 
she directs the curious and won- 

derful organization known as the 
eye bank for sight restoration 
which has enabled scores of blind 

people to see again and hopes 
some day to offer the boon of 
sight to thousands now living in 
darkness. 

Until Mrs. Breckinridge learned 
for herself what it is to be blind 
there was on coordination in the 
developing technique of trans- 

planting part of the cornea of an 

ment, added to his duties were the 
jobs of purchasing agent and chief 
finance officer. 

He worked in this capacity until 
the resignation of Archer C. Nich- 
ols last April, and was elevated 
to the manager’s job in May. 

He looks forward to the future 
in Wilmington, although nostalgia 
haunts him at times for his boy- 
hood home in Swan Quarter, “but 
things here and there are on 

about the same sea level, and that 
helps some. 1 don't want xo leave 
Wilmington,” he said. 

He was elevated to his present 
status against his wishes, those cf 
his wife, and friends, but there 
were other compelling forces — a 

chance to do a bigger job—and 
“of course the extra money comes 
too, with the children going away 
to school,” he said. 

Blackheads too. No waiting 
Yes, it is true, there is a safe, 
harmless, medicated liquid called 
KLEEREX that dries up pimples 

overnight as it acts to loosen and remove 

ugly blackheads. Those who followed sim- 
ple directions and applied Kleerex upon 
retiring were amazingly surprised when they 

found their pimples and blackheads had disappeared. 
These users enthusiastically praise Kleerex and 
claim they are no longer embarrassed ONLY 
and arc now happy wTith their clear 
complexions. Use Kleerex. If one ap- Jm 
plication does not satisfy, you get /I %lL 
double your money back. Ask for J 
Kleerex today, sure. m 

SAUNDERS DRUG STORE 
and drug stores everywhere. 

eye taken from a corpse to give 
Sight to the eye of a living person. 
This operation, known as cornea 

graft, needs suitable eyes obtained 
within 48 hours after the donor's 
death — and surgeons ha<j trouble 
finding them. 

“They used to get them from 
various sources—in fact anywhere 
they could,” she said. “There are 
some 15,000 blind people in this 
country who might be helped by 
cornea gr^ft—and just think how 
few used to be able to undergo 
operations because the eyes were 

NOT available. 
"So the eye bank was organ- 

ized as a central pool to which 
eyes coulfj be sent and redistribut- 
ed throughout the country to doc- 
tors ready to perform such oper- 
ations.’ More than 100 hospitals 
are affiliated with the eye bank 
and help in supplying eyes.” 

Mrs. Breckinridge smiled a lit- 
tle smile. 

“I’ve been lucky.” she said, al- 
most to herself. Then: 

we nave naa sucn wonaeriui 

cooperation. The Red Cross picks 
up the eyes at any hospital to 
which we direct them. All the air- 
lines bring them in to us free, 
NO matter from where. In New 
Jersey the State Troopers all 
know' about our work and often 
their motorcycle police hail Red 
Cross cars asking ‘do you have 
an eye there?’ and offering to 

speed them onward.” 
The eyes are donated to the eye 

bank by patients in hospitals, to 
be taken after death. When such 
a donor dies a surgeon removes 

the eyes and they are shipped in 
sterilize^ bottles cooled by ordi- 
nary moist ice. Recently some 

hospitals have used dry ice and 
this has rendered the eyes thus 

packed unusable. 
Cornea graft is possible only 

when the rest of the eye—except 
for the clouded or scarred cornea 

is fully developed and otherwise 
healthy. It consists of cutting a 

‘‘window’ into the outer shell of 
the eye anj grafting on the new 

cornea like a bright new pane of 
glass. 
■ The eye bank’s own laboratory 
is also making ‘‘hopeful” progress 
in transplantation of the vitreous 
humor — the semi-gelatinous sub- 
stance filling the interior of the 
eye. 

Mrs. Breckinridge, the mother 
(by her first marriage) of Oren 
Root, who circulated the nominat- 
ing petitions for Wendell Willkie, 
looks forward to the day when 
enough eyes will be donated to 

take care of all the cornea graft 
patients in the nation. She is de- 
termined that this shall be so— 

and w'hen Mrs. Breckinridge is de- 
termined she almost always suc- 

ceeds. 
Once, in 1928. she performed the 

feat of raising $4,000,000 to estab- 
!ish the Wilmer Institute of Oph- 
thalmology at Johns Hopkins hos- 

pital. Now she has arranged 
scholarships for doctors from vari- 
ous states and China, the Philip- 
pines and India. 

As she persuasively puts it to 

possible eye donors: 

“Through our great good fertune 
modern surgical science now em- 

powers the least of us to leave 
to our fellow men, when we die, 
a gift like the gifts' of God—sight.” 

Elizabethtown Man 
On Board Houston 

ELIZABETHTOWN, March 29- 
Homer W. Davis, gunner’s mate, 
first class, USN, son of E. J. Da- 
vis, of Rfd. 3, Elizabethtown,, is 

serving aboard the light cruiser 
USS Houston. 

The Houston was a member of 
the task force that engaged in 1he 
largest Atlantic Fleet maneuvers 

since the end of the war. The 

maneuvers, which lasted for ap- 
proximately 42 days, included 
gunnery exercises simulated air 
strikes and surface action, and 
numerous other drills and exer- 

cises. After part of the drills were 

over, the Houston proceeded to 
Guantanarpo Bay, Cuba, and used 
the time there as a rest and rec- 
reation period for the ship’s crew. 
A.fter several days the Houston 
completed her exercises and re- 
turned to her home port in New- 
port. 

Texile Industry 
High In U. S. Jobs 

CHARLOTTE, March 29.— (/P) — 

■the American textile industry, with 1,200,000 persons employed, is 
1J? second place behind iron and steel in the number of jobs pro- 

”dedr,for u- S. workers, Ameri- 
can Cotton Manufacturers associ- ation figures show. 

The textile industry, historically 
obs naf,T'<K largest Provider of jobs, fell to fourth place ,lurj 

ahead£o'f ^1 has **ce i^.pj 
chinerv 

£ _tra“sP°rtation and ma- 

worker*. 
St8ei •na»u‘y* 1.450:000 

USED CAR MART 
RAISES SIGHTS 

Increasing Demand, Steady 
Supply, Continued High 

Prices Reported 
DETROIT, March 22.— (U.R)— 

Used car dealers have raised their 

sights to aim at a banner busi- 
ness year in 1947 because of in- 
creasing demand, steady supply 
and continued high prices. 

A spot check of major used car 

markets across the country shows 
that 1940, 1941 and 1942 models in 
good condition generally sell at 
prices above the original cost. 

Demand for these late pre-war 
models is reported growing with 
the advent of spring, which usual- 
ly brings an upswing in the auto- 
mobile market. Demand for “Ja- 
iopes” has dropped sharply as 

more new cars are manufactured. 
Used car prices and demand hit 

their peak in October with the 
removal of OPA controls, 
but frenzied trade soon softened 
the market and the uptrend was 

reported only within the past two 
or three weeks. 

To encourage sales near pres- 
ent high prices, members of the 
National Automobile Dealers asso- 
ciation are plugging for removal 
of the federal reserve system’s 
“Regulation W,” which places re- 

strictions on consumer credit. 
The NADA claims that dealers 

have been losing business because 
Regulation W, which requires 
time-payment buyers to pay one- 

third down and limits the install- 
ment period on certain items to 
15 months. 

Rep. James C. Davis, D., Ga., 
has introduced a bill in congress 
to abolish Regulation W, which 
went into effect Aug. 21, 1941, as 

a check against possible inflation. 
The Federal Reserve system 
wants permanent control over in- 
stallment buying to check infla,- 
tionary trends. 

A United Press survey of the 
used car market shows that some 

dealers believe their current un- 

precedented business will continue 
for two more years, largely be- 
cause of predictions that makers 
of new cars will continue to hit 
production snags. 

The survey shows also that' 
many persons who have waited a 

year or more for new cars imme- 
diately have turned them over to 
used car lots for quick profits. 

One dealer in Dallas features 
1946 and 1947 models and 
advertises that customers can pick 
the kind and even color. Dallas 
prices for 1946 and 1947 used cars 

range from $20 to $300 above list 
prices. 

Dealers in Pittsburgh advertise 
for used cars for shipment to 
Mexico and South America now 

that used car export quotas have 
been removed. Postwar models at 

Pittsburgh bring from $500 to $600 
above original cost. 

Demand is uniformly strong 
throughout the • country, but 
at some scattered points — such 
as Los Angeles, Salt Lake City, 
Houston, Tex., Madison, Wis., Lin- 
coln, Neb., Charleston, W. Va., At- 
lanta and Minneapolis — the 
prices and supply have turned 
downward slightly. 

Boston dealers are enjoying a 

lively business although the sup- 
ply of used cars is slowing up. 
The survey shows that prices in 
Boston for cars colting less than 
$1,000 are far above pre war 

standards. 

Reports from New York say the 
demand for used cars is dropping 
somewhat but prices are firming 
after a new year's slump. Minnea- 
polis used car operators predict 
rising prices for the next 
two months, except for 1936 and 
earlier models. 

Philadelphia dealers say prices 
for late pre war models have 
jumped $100 in the past two weeks 
under increased spring buying. 
The keystone auto club says deal- 
ers are buying cars at lower 
prices ’for re-sale but that “the 
public is not benefitting." 

Dealers in San Francisco are do- 
ing business at above the blue 
book prices. The blue book lists 
the 1941 De Sota convertible at 
$1,400 but the car sells at $1,695. 
A 1941 Chevrolet special deluxe, 
listed at $1,435, sells between $1,- 
495 and $1,595. 

In St. Louis, 1946 models in the 
low-price field have been selling 
up to $2,200. Similar cars at Bos- 
ton sell as high as $1,975. 

Other reports: Fresno, Cal. — 

demand heavy for used cars un- 

der $1,000; Chicago — prices off 
10-15 per cent in past 90 days, de- 
mand strong and prospects good; 
Portland, Ore. — March sales 
down, prices off as much as $400 
on older models; Kansas City, Mo. 

— No used car weakness appar- 
ent; Oklahoma City — demand 
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LElli^ 
HARDWARE CO. 

711 y. 4th St. — Dial 2-8355 

Arthritis Pains; 
Curbed Easy Way 1 
Fight Pains of Swollen Joints, Rheumatism, Neuritis, Sciatica 

Thousands of sufferers from the pains and I 
aches of Arthritis, Rheumatism, Swollen 
Joints, Lumbago, Sciatica and Neuritis have 
been delighted to discover that the Doctor’s 
formula called Romind starts circulating 
through the blood almost immediately after 
the first dose, usually helping nature remove 

poisonous wastes and excess acids that often 
cause pains and soreness, and at the same 

time promptly combating the pain and dis- 
comfort. 

8-Cay Trial Offer: To prove wnat Romind 
can 4o to help you feel Improved and how 
fast tt works, get Remind from your drug- 
gist and take exactly as directed. See the re- 
sults for yourself. Tou be the Judge. Unless 
surprised and delighted, simply return the 
ejnpty package and your money back Is 
guaranteed. Don't suffer another hour with- 
out trying Romind. Insist on Remind—If 
your druggist Is out, aSk him to get tt from 
his wholesaler. 

steady, cars scarce, prices drop- 
ping. 

Hartford, Conn. — Prices un- 
changed, demand slightly above a 
year ago, sales up in March; Cleve- 
land, O. — demand strong, prices 
high, Regulation W restricting 
some sales; Washington, D. C. — 

demand Heady, firming, prices on 
older models dropping. 

The “oven bird-’ or hornero of Uruguay builds a two-room house of mud and straw atop fenceposts 
or telegraph poles in t h e South 
American cow country. Some- 
times they make additions up to 
six or seven floors. 

Hillsboro Writer 
Methodist J>„ -r Qppr HILLSBORO^- 

Thomas H. Duia J $ y.. writes under the ll!sb°ro S' 
Noell Duia, of ^ in forth-coming u'° art;c;; Christian Home ■■ 

Cs of "x 

5KS*.-**»Si? 
Mrs. Duia an a, 

Carolina Teachers 3eV°f teacher at Aycock Xf' !* 
Orange county. Dei- ?n *<5hoc features have' append tlCles 

_ber of magazines and ne‘" 
ORDER CUSTOM BUILT, 

VENETIAN 
BLINDS 

BY MAIL! SAVE 
UP TO 50% 

Look at these low prices.. Quick Delivery Beautiful off-white Ivory and White Venetian hr, made of Bonderized and Galvanized steel slat blind. 
Sizes To Fit the Average Size Window 

23V2x64. ^ 
271/2 x 64. 

. 

331/2 x 64.::. 
39% x 64.;;;;; 

We also cut to your specific sizes, wood or metal blind, .. 
per square foot. Painted aluminum slat blinds n color, « per square foot, 12 square feet minimum per blind Ali n ,Mc F.O.B. Washington, D. C. 2a% deposit required on all 

Dealers Wanted 

SOUTHERN VENETIAN BLIND CO 
Manufacturers 

2251A 9th Street, X, W._ Washington 1, D. C 

THE BEST DIESEL EQUIPlS 
DESERVES THE BEST SERVICE 
A* an Amorican Botch Dicta) Fuel In- 

jection Sorvico Station, wo aro equip* 

pod with special facfory-detiqned, 
factory-built took, inttrumonH and tact 

ttandt. Our mochanict aro factory- 
trained. Whan wo tarvtca your fuel 

^ 

injection equipment, H b handled and 

totted at the makers intended. 
AUTHORIZED 
SERVICE STATION 

CAROLINA RIM & WHEEL CO. 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Touch It! Fool tho dtfforoneo 

Just Utroko It on! Soo tho dlttoronool 

HE ONLY CREAM WAFER FACE MAKEUP 

not a cakol 

non-drying! 

needs no water! 

‘-fc 

the first fashion 

i make-up for the face! 

Imagine! Uke ■ wonderful hat It chan*** 

your appearance Instantly! Easy to use. 

Makes everything else seem *£ old- 

fashioned! 

Imagine! Cram Wafer Is firm, but changes }’ 

delicate cream fluff that you lust stroke oM 

It transforms your complexion with a n»* 

look of poreless-as-porcelaln perfection. 
You’ve never been this pretty before! 

Eleven ftevfeo “Cental- eofora. fnfoifce 
mby-red Luttno compos!. US pta« tax. 

« 

(fcdk William (fo 


