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GOOD MORNING 

Lo, this only have I found, thaf God 
hath made man upright; but they have 
sought out many inventions.—Ecclesiastes 
7:29. 

* * * 

God gave man an upright countenance 
to survey the heavens, and to look upward 
to the stars.—Ovid. 

False Economy 
Want to consider a glaring example 

of “penny wise and pound foolish” 
governmental economy? 

If so, take House approval of a 

Treasury-Postoffice bill lopping $3,500,- 
000 from customs bureau allotments 
for the coming fiscal year. 

Just what does it mean? 
There’s no need to go far afield for 

the answer. 

It will force the North Carolina dis- 
trict to release its customs patrol of- 
ficers after May 1. Then the bars 

against smuggling will be down. And 
clever, determined underworld opera- 
tors are certainly going to take ad- 

vantage of this grand opportunity to i 

re-establish narcotic, gem and similar 
rackets. This is especially so if the 
port should get regular steamship ser- 

vice that would facilitate international 
activity. The war forced this illicit 
trade into a dormant state but now, 
with the world headed toward nor- 

•malcy, abolition of the first safeguard 
will encourage its revival on a record j 
scale. 

The situation in the North Carolina 
district is applicable to all other ports 
and the Mexican and Canadian borders. 
Altogether, 800 patrol officers will be 
let out. 

Now, let’s see why this is such a 

foolish way to swing the economy ax. 

First, the duty that would be col- 
lected on goods which will be smuggled 
would more than offset the $3,500,000 
reduction. That statement is well sup- 
ported by past experience. 

Second, it will encourage interna- 
tionally-flavored crime at a time when 
even the upward climb in the domestic 
trend is quite alarming. 

Third, it wili be detrimental to the 
interests of hundreds of importers and 
many more allied with them in various 
businesses in that they will be in 
competition with a lawless element 
which, by circumventing the duty costs 
can offer their illegal goods at lower 
prices. 

Fourth, it means unemployment for 
a large group of customs employes who 
have been faithful over periods of 
many years. 

In face of these facts, how can a 

Republican Congress draw the knife 
on an old and efficient arm of federal 

• law enforcement? There are much more 
fertile places, such as comparatively 
new agencies whose benefits to gen- 

, eral public welfare mav be doubtful, 
where it could be applied. It requires 

* as much good, common sense to save 
as it does to spend and the start the 
Republicans have made on the former 
course is obviously not very heartening 
to believers in genuine national econo- 

my. 

Wilmington's Bob Ruark 

Ins uranee Statistics Inspire Great Fright 
NEW YORK, March 29,—I wish] 

the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Co. would keep its big mouth shut, 
and a’ao, stay out of my kitchen. 
If it has to make a practice of 
collecting statistics, in order to get 
rich, then the least it can do for 
the private citizens is to quit read- 
ing them aloud. 

I have been haunted by insur- 
ance company figgers as long as 
I can remember. A present aller- 
gy to water is due to an. ancient 
atatisVic which said more people 
got killed in bathtubs than in bat- 
tle. I offered up my fair white 
carcass to Mars because i saw 

figures saying it was safer to gc 
to war than to cross streets. 

Seems to me 1 got married be 
eause the Met or one of It: 

laid bachelors die< 

quicker, were more easily amena- 
ble to alcoholism, and went nuts 
faster than married men. The fat 
odds on death by heart trouble 
and cancer have given me ulcers; 
1 quiver at the flash of lightning 
in the summer skies, and if I start 
mumbling to myself it is because 
I fret about winding up as the 
single cipher in a report labeled 
“died from being tickled to death 

by humming birds.” 
But the latest grim bulletin from 

the bat-infested caves of this great 
actuary has really supplied the 
topper. 1 quote; 

"The kitchen is the most danger- 

Ious 
loom in the house, says a 

report released this week by stat- 
isticians of the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Co. About 6,000 Ameri- 
cans lose their brace there each 

year and many times that number 

are injured as a result of kitchen 

burns. 

“Burns and scalds, according to 

the Metropolitan, claim more than 
2,000 lives annually in accidents 
near the stove. Many more women 

than men are fatally burned in 

the kitchen, not only because they 
spend more time there, but be- 

cause their clothing is a greater 
tire hazard than men s. 

The boy who stood on the burn- 
1 ing deck is no loss a vocal mariyr 

today than the wife who armed 
with'the latest sheaf of small print 

t from that insurance company, 
suddenly hears the inner man’s 

■ call to chow. With perfect right 
before the law, she can accuse her 

1 spouse of attempted arson, assault 

with intent to kill, and callous dis- 
regard of her welfare. 

“Sit there and read your paper, 
you beast of Belsen,” she can say. 
“Little you care if 1 am rendered 
mto soap or wind up as a cinder, 
as long as you get fed. Look at 
you. you coward sending me out 
to die in the front lines, while you puff your pipe and set smugly in 
the parlor. What do you know or 
care, of the hazards of opening a can of soup?” 

There is no answer to that one 
especially after you have soent the 
past year persuading the old lady that she should stay out of Con- 
gress at least until ;he kids are 
io High school, and th3t the coun- 
try is as yet unprepared for a 

tOontfcwed on Fag* Blgbtg 

A Real Business Investment 
The tourist business is one of the 

oldest and most valuable in South- 

eastern No) ch Carolina’s economic life. 

It rightfully deserves that position. 
Favored by miles of some of the 

finest beaches on the Atlantic, utiliza- 

tion of this geographical gift has grown 

through a period of many years. The 

result, because it is more accessable 
than the greater part of North Caro- 

lina’s coastline, is that the region has 

long been considered the state’s princi- 
pal seaside, summer playground. In 

fulfilling that role, millions of dollars 

have been brought into its various com- 

munities with Wilmington, the trading 
center, eventually reaping the greatest 
share of this wealth. 

But the material benefits to be re- 

alized from this and other fine natural 
resources have not been as great as 

they should be. Full promotion has sel- 
dom been effected because efforts were 

more often individual than through 
unity of the various resorts. Mean- 

while, many an additional vacation dol- 

lar has gone elsewhere. 
Realizing this, an interested, able 

and determined group of businessmen 
from the area organized the South- 

eastern North Carolina Beach associa- 

tion last year. The program adopted 
is a simple, direct one: The greatest de- 

velopment possible for all the beaches 

so that the returns in community wealth 
will be what they should be. Arrange- 
ment of special events, such as the 

Fishing Rodeo, to interest potential visi- 

tors, advertising and publicity to make 
the resorts better known to more Tar 
Heels and other vacationists and crea- 

tion of improved year-around facilities 
are some of the means this group de- 
cided to take in effecting its general 
purpose. 

The beginning was highly success- 

ful. 
Last year’s Fishing Rodeo surpassed 

all expectations in attracting hundreds 
of anglers who spent thousands of 
dollars. Its warm reception inspired 
greater things this year, along with 

Better Think Twice 
A measure that would “probably’ 

outlaw the Communist party in North 

Carolina is now in the legislature. 
It would make it a felony to ad- 

vocate overthrow of organized govern- 

ment by force or violence. It would 

also bar all printed matter advising 
overturning the government by unlaw- 

ful means. Organizing or belonging 
to a group with that doctrine would 
be a major crime. 

Under those terms, it would place 
the state in position to touch off a 

crusade against subversive elements. 
At first glance, the bill appears 

to be a good safeguard. 
But switch from Raleigh to Wash- 

ington for a moment. 

Appearing before a Congressional 
committee a few days ago, FBI Direc- 
tor J. Edgar Hoover expressed “grave 
doubts” of the wisdom of outlawing 
the Communist party on a nation-wide 
basis. 

“I would hate,” he declared, “to see 

a group not deserving the category 
of martyrs made martyrs by some law 
w’hich might later be declared uncon- 

stitutional.” 
rie tnen expressed a preference tor 

fighting Communism with “exposure.” 
“The mad march of Red Fascism is 

a cause for concern in America,” he 
said, “but the deceit, the trickery and 
the lies of the American communists 
are catching up with them They 
know that today it is a fight to the 
finish and that their backs will soon 

be to the wall.” 
We agree with Mr. Hoover, who is 

as well qualified as any man in the 
country to give advice against this evil. 

Perhaps it would be best for the 
North Carolina General Assembly to 
coordinate action on its bill with that 
of Congress on its measure. The prob- 
lem of Communism within the nation’s 

| borders is so great that too-hurried 

other undertakings, to build-up the 
region’s recreational attractions. 

But the association, like all worth- 
while ones, cannot attain its aims unless 
it is properly financed. 

Because it is a civic proposition, from 
which practically all benefit, it will be- 
gin the solicitation of memberships 
from individuals, business firms and 

municipalities in the area tomorrow. 
Its goal is §32,000, of which $15,000 
will go for the Rodeo, to support a 

well-rounded annual budget. 
The response will determine the 

future ot the association. 
If it is good, then the body will go 

forward in becoming the greatest single 
force in channeling in more tourist dol- 
lars, via the beaches, into the three 
counties. 

If this financial appeal fails, the as- 

sociation will be unable to function. In- 
stead of its valuable, united program, 
each beach will be back where it was 

before this regional effort came into 
being. 

To the informed, it is hardly neces- 

sary to outline the dollar-in-your-pocket 
advantages of it. 

By encouraging thousands to visit 

who would not otherwise do so, it is 

attracting and releasing money into 
the various communtiies in a manner 

comparable to industry and agriculture. 
And it does the greater part of this 
at a time when other communities less 
favored by location and nature are suf- 

fering the traditional “summer slump.” 
This means greater employment and 

resultant trade. Its investment in ma- 

terial development produces greater 
taxable valuation in New Hanover and 
the other counties. And eventually— 
it may be a day or months later—fully 
90 per cent out of each dollar comes 

into Wilmington, because of its strategic- 
position as background for the beaches’ 
life. 

Because of these and many other 

reasons, it is easy to realize that mem- 

bership in the Southeastern North Caro- 
lina Beach association is not a dona- 
tion. It is a real business investment. 

legislative moves may be deterimental 
to the long-range battle against it. It 

is much better to meet the native Red 

in the open rather than drive him 

deeper underground. 

Good Yardstick 
Wilmington's municipal election is 

42 days away. 

Interest in potential candidates is 

beginning to be more than an infre- 

quent topic of conversation. 
One incumbent has filed, another 

has publicly disclosed his desire for 

re-election and a third has said he will 
not run. The number of out-in-the-open 
candidates was increased to three Fri- 

day as a young man announced. Sev- 

eral prominent citizens have been men- 

tioned as being good council material. 
You, doubtless, have heard the names 

of some of them but we’ll not go into 

that right now. 

But the candidate who will deserve 

your vote must promise—and be able 

to deliver the goods—four highly im- 

portant things. They are: 

1— Not to increase the tax rate. 
2— Not to reduce the salary of any 

employe. 
3— Not to curtail standard services 

but rather improve them and see that 
recently annexed areas receive all the 

utilities and other benefits promised 
when the City limits were extended. 

4— Full determination to do his share 
in continuing the community progress 
of recent years. 

Anyone, incumbent or otherwise, 
who will make that four-fold pledge 
and has the ability and integrity to 

carry it through during his term in 
office is a good candidate. It is a 

yardstick by which all must be meas- 

ured. 

With some people praying they 
won’t catch cold and others suffering 
from one, this is a season of prayer 
and medication. 

“THERE ISN’T ROOM FOR BOTH OF US, BROTHER!” 

The Gallup Poll 

Popularity Of Truman Shows Another 
Upswing On New Foreign Policy Turn 

Poll Finds 60 Per Cent Of 
Voters Satisfied With 

President’s Work 
Bv GEORGE GALLUP 

Director, American Instifeite 
of Public Opinion 

PRINCETON, N. J„ March 
29.—Few persons in political 
life have had such a drama- 
tic upswing in popularity as 
President Truman. 

Today 60 per cent of voters 
polled by the Institute, or 
throughout the nation six in 
every ten, say they approve 
of the way he is handling his 
job as president. 

That represents a 12-point jump 
in populai 'y since early February, 
and a Phenomenal grin of 28 per- 
centage points since last October, 
when the presidential popularity 
curve reached its low point. 

In the five months since Repub- 
licans won control of Congress. 
Mr. Truman's popularity with 
the people has almost doubled. 

Politial observers will indulge 
in a good deal of speculation as 
to possible reasons to account for 
the rise. At least two reasons 
seem outstanding: 

1 — The President's firm han- 
dling of John L. Lewis won him 
wide approval. The first big rise 
in presidential popularity since 
the November election was during 
January after it became apparent 
that Mr. Truman's showdown 
with Mr. Lewis wouid yield re- 
sults. 

2 — The Administration's pro- 
posal for a showdown with Rus- 
sia over the issue of Greece and 
Turkey is approved by a 2-to-l 
vote of the public at this stage of 
developments. 

That was indicated in the re- 
turns of an Institute survey re- 

ported earlier this week. 
The latest jump in Mr. Tru- 

man’s popularity coincides fwith 
announcement of the new policy 
of attempting to "contain” Rus- 
sian expansion. 

THE TREND of Mr. Tru- 
man’s popularity is measured at 
intervals by the Institute on the 
following poll question: 

"Do you approve or disapprove 
of the way Mr. Truman is handling 
his job President?” 

The vote: 
Ap- Disap- No 

July, 1945 -87% 3% 1Q% 
Feb., 1946 63 22 15 
July, 1946 43 45 12 

Oct., 1946 32 53 12 

Jan., 1946 35 47 18 

Feb., 1947 48 39 13 
TODAY 60 23 17 

While the poll is a good index 
of general feeling about the way 
the President is handling his job, 
nevertheless its results should not 
be taken to mean that 60 per cent 
of the nation’s voters would 
necessarily vote for Mr. Truman 
if an election were held today. 

In fact, Republicans have con- 

tributed n ore to Truman's come- 

back as shown in today’s poll 
than Democrats have. Many Re- 

publicans ai satisfied with him 
because of '..is handling of Mr. 
Lewis, because of his new tough- 
er policy toward Russia, and be- 
cause they feel that the indecision 
and confusion which many saw 

in the Administration’s early days 
ar now absent. 

But this does not mean that 
these same Republicans would 
vote fo. Mr. Truman, the Demo-1 
crat, at the next election. 

A BETTER indication of the 
election strength of the parties 
today is another seperate index 
kept by the Institute. In this, vo- 
ters of all parties are asked:. "If 
a presidential election were being 
held today, which party would 
you vote for the Democratic or 
the Republican?” 

This index has proved highly 
accurate through the years. 

Dm krtaat ufuiita, reported 

; Trumans Popularity 
I 

1-1 
The line shows the percentage of voters in the (iallup Poll who 
have said they are satisfied with the way Mr. Truman is handling 
__his job as president. 

March 5, showed 51 per cent say- 
ing they would vote Democratic, 
49 per cent Republican. 

That marked a substantial gain 
for the Democratic Party since 
last November, when a compara- 
ble poll showed 45 per cent Demo- 
cratic, 55 per cent Republican. 

WHEN Mr. Truman took 
office suddenly and unexpectedly 
in A] il, 1945, he had the over- 

whelming' sympathy and support 
of his fellow countrymen. H i s 

popularity in the early months of 
his term overshadowed even that 
of his predecessor Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. In July, 1945 a total of 
87 per cent of the nation’s voters 
polled said they approved of the 
way the new president was han- 

dling his job — which was higher 
than the highest point in Mr. 
Roosevelt's popularity in the 
same type of poll. 

Then as reconversion problems 
multiplied, Mr. Truman's popu- 
larity began to coast downward, 
at first gently, then rapidly, the 

downswing culminating in an In- 
stitute poll figure of 32 per cent 
in October, 1946. There was a 

meat shortage, the future of 
OPA was in confusion, the ad- 
ministration’s foreign policy was 

also subject to confusion owing 
to Henry A. Wallace’s speech 
which seemingly contradicted the 
policies of Secretary of State 
Byrnes. Republicans were cam- 

paigning effectively on the “had 

eniugh?’’ slogan. 
The president's popularity did 

not begin to turn noticeabley up- 
ward until January, 1947. Then 

Carolina Beach Church 
Plans Easter Services 

Dr. Earl Bradley, field secre- 

tary of the North Carolina Bap- 
tist Convention will be the guest 
minister in the special pre-Easter 
services in the Carolina Beach 
Baptist church, the Rev. Ben B 

Ussery, pastor, announced yester- 
day. 

The services, which will last a 
week, are scheduled each night at 
7:30 o'clock will begin today when 
the choirs of the church will pre- 
sent a vesper musical program, 
he said. 

* ___ 

Bicycles On Maritime 
Surplus Sale Listing 

Forty-five used bicycles and 
other materials such as screw 
drivers, gauges, vises, pneumatic 
drills will be sold in the Surplus 
Property sale at the Maritime 
North Caroling Shipyard beginning 
March 31 and ending April 4, H. 
T. Diehl, acting disposal agent, 
announced yesterday. 

All sales will be in lots and by 
sealed bid and must be daily 
between 9 a. m. and 3 p. m. En- 
trance may be gained through 
Gate No. 3. No bid deposit is 
required. 

it jun^ied from 35 percent to 48 
per cent. 

Walter Winchell 

Thro win g Spot l ight On Broadway 
Winchellebrities: Andrei Gro- 

myko (.the furriner) having his 
boots polished by a 6th Avenue 
monocle’d bootblack. .Gene Tier- 
ney (who broke her best toel 

limping glamorously into El Bill 
inglsey’s. .Admiral Jonas H. In- 

gram (former Commander of the 
Atlantic Fleet) being launcned (in 
the Clib Room) by one of his ex 

staff-Lt. Comdrs. .D. Wayne (the 
delightful leprechaun of “Finian's 
Rainbow”) who was just signed 
for a leading role in “Portrait ot 

Jenny,” being filmed here. 
Maurice Chevalip turning on the 
chomm for Kay Francis, Ethel 
Merman, Marion Bell and Julie 
Haydon. .Ruth E t t i n g being 
pinned against the Broadhurst 
Theatre by autografters, who do 
not recognize Mrs. Bing Crosby 
with her. .Author G. S. Kaufman 
(at the Music Hall) informing 
fi iends the new hit is just Boy- 
Meets-Gir] in Boston "and they 
live Apley ever after.” 

Sallies in Our Alley: A booking 
agent was sitting smugly in a 

swwk spot wtoieh It dodng * bjg 

biz. “You seem pretty happy," said a pal. “Have you 10 percent 
of the star?”. .“Star, hell!” 
beamed the agent.' “I got 10 per- 
cent of the headwaiter! ”. The 
Musicians Union refused to take 
any pay to play the Runyon Me- 
morial show in L. A. Bob Hope 
convulsed the capacity audience 
bv explaining: “This is the first 
time they ve played free since Pe- 
trillo's wedding!” 

Broadway Side-Show: Jim Kil- 
gallen. the veteran International 
News ace, attended a shindig for 
the Icelandic cabinet ministers at 
the Iceland rendezvous the other 
day. .He told of his visit to Ice- 
ic»nd (last week) where he saw a 
great, big, tall blonde doll with 
perfect skin who, it seemed to 
him, was the perfect Icelandic 
type. .Unable to restrain him 
self, Jirn ankled up to the Eve- 
Perfume and said: “Pod n me. 
Miss. But' you seem to be the per- fect Icelandic woman". She 
looked at him and broke into 

-“Are you kiddln’, broth- 
er?. riic said. **811* You’re sweet 

to say it. I married »•• ** 

^ 
in my home burg 

| 
Brooklyn” | 

T:i 

Memos of a Mid: .gh 
lywood they are age? booiW 
port that Lou Irwi 5 '-if 
agent) allegedly 1 e* ■■ 

y 
broke into a Bryni 
ence. brandishing a S 

a client. George : 

cast for a film, 
'T e.anf*-'* 

.Know what the ; 
in Auto-Worker-Umo.. :j! 
Richard T. Frankenst 0,:. 
Truman. .Roy Mac- 
wed to Inez Courtney p 
dais”) will middle-aMe pj'.J 
social Mrs. Mary TVIi:1 'e",vere 
Beach any moment. 01 c.:r 
skewpt? .Harvey s,°n, jre'“ 
decencies at the CaP-^ ,v 

talk-of-the-midtown 
truck names for vfZ f 

Wright. How cute J 'i1 

We also her' ; 
gal around called Jl' 

j-0r 
Oh, now locka here [8rP 
first time in his prospe 

| Interpreting 
The News* 
S SSFjg?* England’a cUscoUrfivealy,t noon tea-tables have been % 

a warm morsel be' the R Ser'*l 
London who decla ed *>« 
House of Lords du,.in “/kt 
or, the zooming divorce b‘!t 
adultery needn't const le 

* ^ 

l01'. divorce- Hs «commenJ3? giveness and reconciliation ^ 
The austere upper chamb Parliament has iittle 

°er « 
power these days but it gSlili» 
]> important soundin.-L" a % 
considered opinion so°afi 
great dignity like t°he'v^ makes a p onouncement universal interest. ,, 

thinking and tongue, •, ", 0llt 
And he was very bC ^ approach. in jj. 

‘'It is extraordinary" 
serted. "that at a ,!' 

is ,h0ugh' less V 11 nas be«n for cei rip, “* 
country, and when living l’* 
is considered as a 
joke adultery is consid^J ficient excuse for breakm. 
marriage and a home. g u‘l 

Divorce Rate Jump, The origin of this deba;e fP., the fact that the divorce r 
jumped from 6.332 in 1939 V‘ai 
year ;he war begani to mL* 
currently—a shocking slate Q50j* fairs in the minds of a hnn^ Britons who still maintain thei- Victorian reserve along with a 
cherished china dogs and aspif stra plants. m 

One hastens to add that th increase in divorces doesn't nV 
that John Bull is racing hear 
to the devil, it does mean thv the separations due to war haw resulted in a good deal of Wflr! ity on both sides of the hou<< And the atomic age has reveals what the Victorian age u s e 
conceal. 

So far as Tommy Atkin. » 

concerned, he has precede; fo. 
sowing a few wild oats. When i first went to Britain as a repo;-,' 
in 1916 the law conceded an £n. 
lishman the right to have a nils, 
tress if he so chose. He could divorce his wife for infidel.ti 
but she couldn't divorce him o- 
that ground. She had to pm. 
actual physical cruelly lc. 
dition to adultery. One of nr 
first introductions to this code 
was when a big business man«. 
marked to me: 

“I have a prosperous business, 
a fine home, a charming wife it 
preside over my table, two love- 
children. And I have my m.s.rt.' 
What more could a man ,u :’ 

It wasn't until 1923 that a In 
was passed giving a wife the 
right to divorce her husband lo: 
infidelity alone. 

During the war and since r 
ended, welfare societies have 
been doing yeomen's work ,r. 

ironing out the differences be 
tween soldiers and the- wives tit; 
left behind them. The ‘'foryvt- 
ness” and “reconciliation" which 
the Edshop of London advocates 
has been achieved in imnnr.tvablt 
cases. 

Still, England is shocked and 
bewildered by such a flood, n 

witness the fact that the Br.tr 
government is studying ways is: 

means of further relieving It 
situation, and the reserved Ham 
of Lords is taking a hand. 

Church League Seeks 
Source Of Finances 

CHARLOTTE. March. 9 -Jfl: 
The Mecklenburg county brand 

of the Aliied Church League today 
wired Sen. Gordon Gray o! For- 
syth county, chairman of the Fi- 
nance committee, “to disclose ~t 

sources of your information' &' 

lowing his statement In the sen- 

ate yesterday that the league™ 
received money from ''mys’e'.ojt 
sources” to support its 

against ABC stores 
Dr. Ernest Neal Or, 

of the Mecklenburg league, 
the Rev. J. M. Crowe, secretary 
fired the senator that the league 

_ 

books were open to inspection a'- 

“not one cent has been f 

from any group of alcohol <W* 

ers.” 

Tar Heel Symphony 
Sets April ShouMl 

The North Carolina 
Orchestra, now on 1,5 'aF‘ 

its Little Symphony 
state, will play in 

April 16. .oti: 
The orchestra vill I 

of 53 concerts in 
towns from tire coast 
tains in the -state. 

Already this season 
have noticed the mcrea^ 
in music on the ,i- 
who heard the ; 

year. gavi« 
The Symphony rece tl * 

, 

concert before the ■ c„': ip- 
tors where it won entl j 
plause. _— 


