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CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE 
'Sfcere was a cannel coal fire 

HMfflUldering beneath the classic 
wfclte marble mantel in the Whi- 
ngers' living room when Kay 
ai d Lex came in. 

Kay said. "Um, cczy, isn’t it?” 
And Lex agreed. "Very. 
Kay had taken off her coat and' 

hal in the fcyev and the gold wool 
of her dress, molding ner small,' 
daintily voluptuous figure, caught 
warmth from the firelight. She 
glanced up at Lex across her 
shoulder as she stretched out her 
hands to the fire. "Like a drink?” 

He shook his head, coming to 
stand beside her. “I don’t believe 
so. thanks.” 

There was a curious unrest in 
him, but then Kay always affected 
him that way. Or she had, since 
their engagement had stretched 
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out to such an absurd length. 
Their relationship was ambiguous, 
maddening, to Lex, at least. He 
had been happier, less emotionally 
disturbed, when she was away in 
Florida. He would be wiser, he 

supposed, not to see her so often. 
But there was always the hope, 
unfulfilled, but forever springing 
up anew, that she would change 
hei mind, that their love might 
be permitted to come to its logical 
culmination in marriage. 

Kay would marry him, he re- 
minded himself, if he gave in and 
agreed to forswear his dream of 
country life, of buying a farm. 
But during the months that he 
had worked for Steve Jeffrey, the 
compulsion that drove Lex toward 
this new and fuller way of life had 
been increased rather than dimin- 
ished. He could no longer envision 
evei the possibility of returning 
to the old ways. He felt an alien 
in the city, shut in, hindered at 
every turn by the crowding near- 
ness of things and people. If it 
weren’t for Kay— 

He looked down at her dark 
head, barely on a level with his 
shoulder. As though feeling his 
eyes on her, she glanced up from 
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the flickering fire and he had a 
clear view ot her lovely, elfin face 
with the little, full-lipped mouth, 
the vagrant dimple. Her dark 
eyes, looking into his, warmed 
with an inner fire. Her hair was a 

lacy soft black shawl about her 
shoulders. 

Lex thought, with sudden clarity. 
We can’t go on like this, 
neither one thing nor the other, 
getting nowhere. Engaged, but no 
nearer marriage than we were 
three years ago. It’s not natural. 
Maybe we’d both be better off to 
make a clean, final break — no 

matter how much it hurts. 
Kay tugged at his hand. “Darl- 

ing, don’t scowl so. Come and sit 
down.” 

They moved bapk to seat them- 
selves on the divan that faced the 
fire. Kay leaned her dark head 
against the .soft cushions. 

She said, “Your friend Sherry is 
very nice, Lex. Very pretty', too.’ 

She glanced at him obliquely 
from beneath her lashes to see the 

effect of her remark upon .lim. 
But he was staring into the fire 
and his face remained impassive, 
a little stern. 

Kay thought, an unaccustomed 
feeling of panic rising within her, 
She’s much too pretty for my 
peace of mind. And you like her 
too well for me to feel exactly 
easy about your seeing so much of 
her. I’ve a hunch it isn’t just her 
friendship for your precious Steve, 
her love of the country, that 
draws her to the farm so much. I 
saw the way she looked at you, 
with her heart in her eyes. I don’t 
believe you noticed—but how long 
can J count on your going on, not 

realizing she’s in love with you? 
“Pretty?” Lex’s voice broke in 

to her thoughts. “Yes, she is. But 
more than that, she’s honest and 
dependable—” 

“Such solid virtues,” Kay’s lips 
assumed a slightly pouting line. 
“She seems to be everything I’m 
not—or everything you don’t con- 
sider me any more.” 

“I wasn’t making any compari- 
son,” Lex denied. “You just asked 
me—” 

With a sudden, beguiling move- 

ment, Kay leaned her cheek 
against his shoulder. Lex looked 
down at her questioningly. 

Kay asked, “Do we have to talk 
about Sherry? Can’t we—just talk 
about us? Oh, Lex” — her voice 
was husky, thrilling — “what are 

we going to do?” 
He took her in his arms then 

and she came willingly, eagerly. 
Their lips met in a long kiss. But 
when it was over. Lex still felt 
restless and dissatisfied. He sup- 
posed his lack of response was 

due to the fact that a kiss could 
mean so much, or so little. How 
was a man to know? 

He said, still holding her in his 
arms, his head drawn back a little 
so he could look down ..into her 
face, “You know what I want to 
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do. If you could only see things 
my way—” 

Kay said, very low, “Oh, Lex— 
oh, darling, the thing is, I love 
you. I can’t seem to stop.” 

He laid his cheek against her 
hair in a gesture of tenderness, 
fel* its softness, smelled its frag- 
rance. He said gently, “I love you, 
too, Kay—you know that. But—” 

“Don’t say it,” she interrupted. 
“Don’t say any more than—just 
that you love me. Lex—” she went 
on in a breathless little rush— 
“Maybe I’ve been wrong all along, 
and you’ve been right. I think 
I could be happy when we’re mar- 

ried, liv'ing however you want to.” 
“Darling,” Lex said incredu- 

lously, gathering her close again, 
‘you mean it?” 

Key nodded, .her dark eyes shin- 
ing, her lips a little parted, wait- 
ing for his kiss. When it was over, 
she murmured, clinging to him, “I 
love you too much to hold out any 
longer. I missed you so when 1 
was away—nothing’s any fun with- 
out you—” 

“I’ve felt that way, too,” Lex 
aaiu. 

He waited foi- the rush of ela- 
tion, of overwhelming happiness, 
to well up in him. But there was 

a sort of numbness in his senses, 
even when Kay’s lips moved be- 
neath his, even when he held her 
close against him. What was the 
matter with him. he wondered. 
Had the wait for her been too 

long, the certainty that she would 
never give in to his ideas so deep- 
ly ingrained in him that he still 
could not accept her capitulation 
as a fact? That must be it, of 
course. It was just that he could 
not believe it yet. The knowledge 
that Kay was going to be his wife 
was too new, too wonderful, for 
immediate acceptance. He simply 
wasn’t capable of grasping his 
good luck yet. When he did, every- 

thing would be as it used to be, 
before things got so involved and 

at cross-purposes between them 
The old feeling would flare up 

again—it was bound to. Until it 
did, he mustn’t let Kay sense the 
lack of full response in him, he 
must pretend an ardor he still 
didn’t seem quite capable of feel- 
ing. Because, of course, he loved 
her. He'd loved her for years and 
wanted her to be his wife. Darn 
this numbness that seemed to hold 
him in its nightmare grip! 

“Darling. .darling,” Kay said. 
“You can’t imagine how glad I 
am to have things all settled be- 
tween us. While I was away, I 
had a chance to do a lot of think- 

ing and saw how wrong I was.” 

The ways of women passed all 

understanding. 
“Then why,” Lex asked, “didn’t 

you tell me when you first came 

back that you’d had this change 
of heart? When I saw you last 

week, you seemed just as deter- 
mined as ever not to give in.” 

Kay smiled up at him winning- 
ly. “Can’t you understand that? 
I’m terribly stubborn. It wasn’t 
easy for me to admit I’d been 
wrong. But now that I have, I'm 
so happy.” 

Even as Lex kissed her. Kay 
was thinking; How plausible one 

can be, when one has to. I didn’t 
decide about this when I was in 
Florida. I decided tonight, when 
I met Sherry Kent. She’s far too 
attractive and too much in love 
with you, for me to take foolish 
chances. 

I really haven’t changed rr.y 
mind about your stuffy old farm 
at all. I can stand it for a while, 
though—I can stand anything for 
a while, so long »s I get you by 
doing it. Later on- when we’re 
married, I’ll be in a much strong- 
er position. Then I won’t have to 

worry about you bouncing into 
Sherry’s eager hands on the re- 
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bound, if I push you too far. That 
could happen now. 

And when you see your wile 
miserable and unhappy, the wife 
you adore and who has tried so 
hard to adjust herself to the sort 
of life you want—well, we’ll see. 
But I haven’t a doubt we’ll be all 
through with the farm within six 
months of our wedding Jay. I’m 
sure I’ll be able to make you see 

things sensible—once we're mar- 
ried. 

Maybe I should feel grateful to 
your friend Sherry for making me 

realize that. 
(To Be Continued) 
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SPECIAL TERM OF COURT 
Notice is hereby given that the Governor 
of North Carolina has called a special 
term of the Superior Court, for the trial 
of criminal cases only, for the County of 
New Hanover, to begin on Monday, the 
21st, day of April, 1947, and continue one 
week, or until the bus:ness is disposed of. 
The Grand Jury is required to attend this 
special term of court. 

Addison Hewlett, Chairman, 
Board Of County Commissioners 

Of New Hanover County. 
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WILMINGTON COCA-COLA BOTTLING COMPANY 

THIS TELEPHONE STRIKE 
DOESN'T MAKE SENSE 

We deeply regret the inconvenience being caused you by the Telephone 

strike, and we appreciate the fine spirit of cooperation you have ahown 

in making only emergency calls. 

The Company did everything it could to avert a strike. We could see no 

excuse for the gtrike before it occurred, and we can see none now. 

The demands made by the Union are exorbitant. They 

would increase the cost of providing telephone service by 

$69,000,000 a year. This would make our payroll alone 

over $2 million more than the total of all the money w« 

took in last year. In terms of the average telephone bill, 

it would amount to an increase of about $8.30 per month 

/ 
for each of our customers. 

Telephone employees get good wages, which have been 

increased by 76 per cent since January, 1941. These wages 

compare favorable with those paid by other businesses in 

the community for work requiring similar skills. Our 

amployees have steady work, good working oonditions, 

holidays with pay, vacations with pay (One, two, or three 

weeks, depending on length of service), sickness and 

death benefits and pensions with full cost paid by the 

Company. • 

The Union Demands, Therefore, 

Mean That The Union: 

(a) Does not agree that the wages of its members 

are good—Which we have offered to settle by 

arbitration, or 

(b) It wants its members to be in a highly pre- 

ferred position in the community in relation 

to other workers performing jobs requiring 

similar skill and equivalent training. This 

makes no sense to us and we think won’t 

make sense to you who must pay the bill. We 

don’t believe telephone customers will will- 

ingly accept telephone service rates based 

upon employees’ wage rates far above the 

level of wages which they themselves pay or 

receive. 

Southern Bell Wages Should Be 
Settled In The South 

The Union has also demanded that wages and certaia 

other bargaining matters for Southern Bell employees be 

settled on a national, rather than on a regional basil. 

We believe, and we think you will agree, that the wages 

of Southern Bell employees, paid for by Southern Bell 

customers, should be settled by considering conditions 

prevailing in the South. 80 per cent of Southern Bell's 

revenues are from business handled within each of the 

nine states in which we operate. Telephone employees 

work and live in their own communities, and pay th# 

prices which prevail there. All rates within th# state, 

both local and long distance, are regulated by State 

Authorities. Wages must be fixed on a local basis too if 

they are to be fair alike to employees and telephone users. 

We Offered To Arbitrate 
Our Wages 

Careful studies which we have made show that our 

wages compare favorably with those paid other workers 

in the community with skills similar to telephone em- 

ployees. However, to remove any doubt and to avert a 

strike, we offered to arbitrate the wage matter and to 

renew our contract with Union until such arbitration 

could take place. This offer was rejected by the Union, 

placing the responsibility for the strike squarely where it 

belongs—on the shoulders of Union leadership. 

We hope the public will have no hard feelings toward 

Telephone empioyees as a result of the strike. They are 

a grand group of people, who have been misled by 

inexperienced and immature 

A telephone strike is bad business any way you look 

at it, and this one should bring home to Union leadership 

a sense of its responsibility to the public. 

Southern Bell Telephone & T-learraph Company Incorporated 


