
1947 MAJOR LEAGUE SEASON OPENS TODAY 
^ 

Senators lo Meet Yankees; 
Truman To Throw First Ball 

Other Major League Clubs Swing Into Action 
Tuesday; Washington Set For Opener; 
Bevens To Oppose Newsom On Mound 
WASHINGTON, April 13— (AP)_The 1947 baseball 

season opens Monday and the nation’s No. 1 fan will be 
right there to see that everything goes off properly. 

President Truman will throw out the first ball, and 
then the Washington Senators will play the New York 
Yankees in the year’s first game. All other clubs win wait 
until Tuesday. 

As usual at these openings, it willl be about half spec- 
tacle and half ball game. 

Mrs. Truman will go along with the President, as will j I manv of his cabinet members. The Senate, with unusual 
foresightecmess, nas KnocKea on 

work for *e day. 
During the pre-game ceremony, 

House Speaker Joe Martin, Sen- 
as' owner Clark Griffith and 

the Army band will trudge to cen- 

ter held for the flag raising. 
The Yankees finished third last 

,.ear, and the Senators fourth. The 

way'things look right now, neither 
can expect to turn out much better 
this season — if as well. 

The Yankees, no longer the 
Bronx Bombers of old, are further 
handicapped by the loss of Joe 
BiMasgio. Joe is recovering from 
a heel operation, but may get a 

chance to pinch-hit here. 

The Senators have been on a 

manhunt almost up to the open- 
ing day. They hope they have 
found their man in Mark Christ- 
man, acquired last week from the 
St. Louis Browns. 

This should give Washington a 

respectable infield, with Cecil 
Travis on third, Christman at 
short, Jerry Priddy at second and 
Mickey Vernon at first. 

The tail, skinny Vernon doesn’t 
hit them far, but he hits them 
often. His .353 batting average led 
the league last year. 

As for the pitching—. Well the 

probable pitchers give a strong 
hint since each of them barely 
broke even last year. 

The Yankees’ Floyd Bevens won 

16 and lost 13, while the Senators’ 
38-year-o’d Bobo Newsom won 14 
and lost 13. 

But at least one person is con- 

vinced that the Senators are lead- 
ing off with their ace. 

‘‘An excellent choice,” observ- 
ed the Unshy Newsom. 

A capacity crowd — 32,000—is 
expected. 

Probable lineups: 
New York Washington 
ftizzuto, ss ..._Grace, If 
Brown, 3rd Lewis, rf 
McQuinn, lb _.. Spence, ef 
Keller, If _ Vernon, lb 
Berra, rf _ Travis, 3b 
Lindell, cf __... Priddy, 2b 
Kobinson, c ...... Christman, ss 

Stimweiss, 2b _ Evans, c 

Bevens, p__ Newsom, p 

_____ 

YMCA To Organize 
SS Softball Loop 

Discussion of the organiza- 
tion of a new Sunday school 
softball league will be held 
at a meeting of the YMCA 
Board of Governors tonight at 
7:30. 

The “Y” has also announced 
the doubles handball champ- 
ionship games will begin Tues- 
day. Two divisions will tangle 
to settle the crown. 

DUROCHER ARRIVES 
AT LOS ANGELES— 

AND "NO COMMENT” 
LOS ANGELES, April 13—(U.R)— 

Leo Durocher, banished from base- 
ball for a year, maintained a dis- 
creet silence today when he ar- 
rived from New York to join his 
bride, film actress Laraine Day. 

The green-eyed actress was not 
at the airport to meet the gloomy 
Durocher as he stepped off the 
plane. This was not the first 
time she had not greeted him 
upon his arrival here since their 
marriage last January. 

“No comment’’ was Durocher’s 
answer to newsmen to questions 
concerning his year’s suspension 
as manager of the Brooklyn Dod- 
gers. He made the same reply to 
questions about his plans to be 
with Miss Day, who arrived here 
48 hours earlier from New York. 

CAROLINA LOOP MEET 
DURHAM, April 13.—(/P)_The 

business managers and field man- 
agers of the Carolina league will 
huddle with Dr. T S. Wilson of 
Draper, president of the eight- 

dub circuit, at 10:30 o’clock Mon- 
day morning, April 21, at the 
Alamance hotel in Burlington to 
map final plans for the opening of 
the 142-game schedule on April 
23. 

Wilmington, Fayetteville 
Lead Eastern Conference 

Two Undefeated Teams 
Will Collide Thursday 

At Fayetteville 
Wiin the Eastern Class AA Con- 

ference baseball campaign enter- 
ing its third week of play, New 
Hanover High school of Wilming- 
ton and Fayetteville High are sit- 
ting on top of the standings boast- 
ing perfect records. 

The Wildcats gathered their 
fourth straight victory Friday by 
mauling a hapless Durham team, 
18-5. The Fayetteville Bulldogs 
also pounded out a win, defeat- 
ing Goldsboro on Thursday, 17-7. 
Other Friday results found Ra- 
l«igh scoring a major upset by 
trampling highly-regarded Wilson, 
11-4. and Rocky Mount taking an 

easy 12-6 win over Goldsboro. 
Thursday the Wilmington and 

Fayetteville clubs collide a.t Fay- 
etteville in what may decide the 
1946 conference champion. Expect- 
ed to pitch for NHHS is hefty 
Herman Vick, who has two vic- 
tories to his credit, and big Nub 
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Smith for Fayetteville. Friday 
finds the Wildcats tangling with 
the third place Rocky Mount 
Blackbirds. 

Latest figures reveal that Paul 
Horton, Wilmington second base- 
man, is tied with Malcolm Yates 
and Nub Smith of Fayetteville for 
the batting leadership of the con- 

ference. The stocky keystoner of 
NHHS has been at bat 10 times, 
scored six runs, and garnered five 
hits for a .500 average. 

The nine leading batsmen of the 
loop are as follows: (averages 
based on 10 or more times at 
bat) Paul Horton (Wilmington) 
.500; Malcolm Yates (Fayetteville) 
.500; Nub Smith (Fayetteville) 
.500; J. C. Price (Wilmington) 
.450; Levy Heath (Wilmington) 
.400; Alvin Hooks (Rocky Mount) 
.385; Beaman (Goldsboro) .385; 
Stallings (Durham) .357; and Gray 
(Rocky Mount) .357. 
EASTERN CONFERENCE STANDINGS 
TEAM Won Lost Pet. 
WILMINGTON _ 4 0 1.000 

Fayetteville —- 2 0 1.000 
Rocky Mount -- 2 1 .667 
Durham ——-1 2 .333 
Wilson -.-- 1 2 .333 

Raleigh —>- 1 3 *250 
Goldsboro ——— 1 .4 .200 

An average large specimen of 
the grizzly bear may be nine feet 
long and weigh half a ton. 
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TRUMAN TO HURL — The Washington Senators, w ith southpaw President Harry S. Truman in the box 
to hurl out the first pitch, opens the 1947 haseba II season against the New York Yankees this after- 
noon at Washington. Other Major League teams s wing into action Tuesday. 

Local Softball Season Opens Tonight 

LOCAL BOY — George Whitted, of Wilmington, a right handed hurler 
of the University of North Carolina, has four more years of eligibility 
remaining. Young Whitted is expected to develop into a great hurler 
for the Tar Heels. 

First Rounds Of Muni Tourney 
Extended Until Next Saturday 

Heavy Rains Cancel Some 
Matches Of Annual 

Spring Tournament 
In spite of the heavy rains yes- 

terday nine matches were played 
in the first rounds of the annual 
spring golf tournament at the Mu- 
nicipal golf course. 

It was announced last night that 
the time for playing the first 
rounds have bene extended until 
Saturday. Several of the players 
were unable to play yesterday and 
this decision of the rules com- 

mittee resulted. 
The championship will be de- 

termined Sunday afternoon. 

In the championship flight yes- 

terday Jesse Ellison won over 

E. F. Williams. The winner of the 
W. B. Clewis-Glenn Herring match 
will play Ellison'Sunday afternoon. 
The winner of the R. C. Powell- 
L. C. Walsh, Jr., match will meet 
the winner of the other match 
for the championship. 

Other results yesterday were: 

First flight—Jimmy Todd over 

Gus Durner; Thome Wood over 

J. O. Vickery; C. W. McClelland 
over Charles Herring. 

Second flight—Billy Decover de- 
feated T. D. Sykes; H. L. Barden 
won oyer Hack Wilson; T. M. 
Womble defeated Kelly Jewell and 
C. R. Williams won over L. J. 
McLemore. 

Third flight—L. J. Gornto defeat- 
ed E. J. Crawford. 

To freshen rolls, put them in a 

paper bag, sprinkle them lightly 
with water, and warm them in the 
oven. 
__ 
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Cape Fear League 
Meets Wednesday 

J. D. “Skeet” James, pub- 
licity head for the Cape Fear 

semi-pro baseball league, has 
announced that league repre- 
sentatives will meet Wednes- 
day night at 8 o’clock to con- 

sider final scheduling of night 
games during week-days Dates 
for Sunday games have al- 
ready been set. 

Members of the Cape Fear 
League include Seagate, Pepsi- 
Cola, Masonboro Clamdiggers, 
Winter Park Ramblers, Acme- 
Delco Aces and Hampstead. 

BABE RUTH SCORES 
45 IN NINE HOLES 

OF GOLF AT MIAMI 
MIAMI BEACH, Fla., April 13 

— (£>) —Babe Ruth, vacationing 
here after a long illness which kept 
him confined to a New York hos- 
pital for several weeks, played 
nine holes of golf at the Bayshore 
Country club today In 45 strokes. 

“I haven’t felt better since I left 
the hospital,” the former home run 

King said after the game. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATE 
FIRST SACKER HURT 

COLUMBUS, O., April 13—W— 
The Pittsburgh Pirates’ first string 
first baseman, Elbie Fletcher, 
suffered a badly sprained right 
ankle today in an exhibition base- 
ball game with the Columbus 
American Association club. 

Manager Bill Herman said that 
outfielder Hank Greenberg or in- 

fielder Whitey Wietelmann would 
be assigned to play first base while 
Fletcher was on the shelf. Herman, 
who used to play first base for 
the Boston Braves, said he him- 
self might take over the assign- 
ment- 

Wade To Throw First Ball 
At Robert Strange 

Park At 7 o’Clock 
Councilman J. E. L. Wade will 

innaugurate the softball season 
for both of Wilmington’s leagues 
by tossing out the first ball to- 
night and tomorrow night at Rob- 
ert Strange field as the Wilming- 
ton Municipal and the Municipal 
Hanover Softball leagues get un- 

der way respectively. 
In the Wilmngton Muncpal 

league, City Optical will tangle 
with Alpha' Omega in the first 
game of a season’s-opener double- 
header tonight at 7 o’clock. The 
Naval Reserve opposes the Broth- 
erhood of Railroad Clerks in the 
nightcap. 

With the two leagues alternating 
at Robert Strange field this sea- 

son, Councilman Wade will renew 
his duties Tuesday night, chucking 
the first ball to open the Munci- 
pal Hanover schedule. The night’s 
diamond activity will include 
games between the Post Office 
and Blackwood’s Sports in the 
opener and the Moosemen vs. the 
Senior Fraternity in the finale. 

The class A Wilmington Munici- 
pal League will take over Robert 
Strange feld on Monday, Wednes- 
da. and Friday nights throughout 
the season. Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days fall to the Hanover. 

This week’s schedule: 
Monday 14 — City Optical vs. 

Alpha Omega; Naval Reserve vs. 

Brotherhood of Railroad Workers. 
Tuesday 15 — Post Office vs. 

Blackwood’s Sports; Moose. s. 

Senior Fraternity. 
Wednesday 16 — Atlantic Coast 

Lines vs. Spofford Mills; Alpha 
Omega vs. Naval Reserve. 

Thursday 17 — Blackwood’s 
Sports vs. Moose; Veterans «f 
Foreign Wars vs. Post Office. 

Friday 18—Brotherhood of Rail- 
road Workers vs Atlantic Coast 
Lines; Spofford Mills vs. Alpha 
Omega. 

WOODCOCK MEETS 
BASKI TOMORROW 

Louis Fight Is Slatetd For 
London Victor; Neith- 

er Eager 
NEW YORK, April 13.— (ff) 

With a possble bout with- cham- 
pion Joe Louis hanging over their 
heads, British heavyweight king 
Bruce Woodcock and Joe Baksi of 
Kulpmont, Pa., completed train 
ing today for their 10-round fight 
in London’s Harringay arena 

Tuesday night. 
Although British boxing fans 

are not too hopeful of their cham- 
pion’s chances, The London Arena 
already has been sold out to its 
10,700 capacity and with the tariff 
running to a high of $84 for choice 
ringside seats, A British record 
gate of $200,000 was anticipated. 

Among the spectators will be 
Nat Rogers, matchmaker for 
Mike Jacob’s Twentieth Century 
club and Eddie Eagan, chairman 
of the New York State Athletic 
Commission. 

Rogers is there in the hopes of 
singing the winner to meet Louis 
in the Yankee Stadium in June al- 
though neither fighter has ex- 

pressed much eagerness over 

bumping into the Brown Bomber’s 
dynamite laden fists. Eagan will 
be watching to see if either 
battler is a suitable opponent for 
the champ. 

The International battle over- 

shadows the domestic ring picture 
but plenty of shows are carded 
for the week. 

Ike Williams, the stiff-punching 
NBA9 lightweight titleholder from 
Trenton, N. J., takes on Frankie 
Conti of Lynn, Mass., in a non- 

title ten at Allentown, Pa., and 
the same night light Heavyweight 
Contender Ezzard Charles swaps 
punches with heavyweight Erv 
Srlin of Pittsburgh in a ten-round- 
el at Pittsbweh. 

Buccaneers Rained Out At Smithfield; 
Play Albany Club Here Tuesday Night 
DURHAM IS 

SANFORD, 6 TO 5 
■ ■ 

Hank Nesselrode Homers 
For Tobacco State 

League Club 
DURHAM, April 13—<£>)—Catch- 

er Paul Crawford, a Spinner play, 
er last year, socked a timly single 
in the 10th inning here this after- 
noon to beat his' old Sanford Spin- 
ner teammates, 6-5, for the ram- 

paging Durham Bulls, who have 
pulled 12 double plays in four 
straight exhibition victories. 

Hank Nesslerode, Sanford right- 
fielder homered over the left field 
wall in the third inning, while 
Malcolm Stevens, Durham right- 
fielder, tied the score with a cir- 
cuit swat in the last of the ninth. 

Jimmy Wilson, ex-N. C. State 
star, hit two doubles and a single 
for Sanford, while Turkey Tyson 
and Nick Deluca each collected 
three hits for Durham. 

Score by innings R H E 
S’ford 101 000 020 1—5 13 5 
D’ham .. 001 002 001 2—6 10 1 

House, Bortz, Stone, Clegg and 
Hedrick, Inloe; Palica, Kramer, 
Blow and Crawford. 

SLAMMIN’ SAMMY, 
LOCKE DROP MATCH 
Nelson, Middlecofi Win Ex- 

hibition Game 4 and 3 
At Richmond 

RICHMOND, Va., April 13—(£>)— 
After building up a margin of five 
holes on the first ten, Cary Mid- 
dlecoff, of Memphis, Tenn., and 
Byron Nelson of Roanoke, Texas, 
defeated Sam Snead of Hot 

Springs, Va., and Bobby Locke 
of Johannesburg, South Africa, 4 
and 3, in an exhibition match at 
the Hermitage Country Cluib here 

today. 
A gallery of 4,000, one of the 

largest crowds tn Hie history of 
Richmond golf, watched the 
match. 

Middlecoff, who turned profes- 
sional only last month, provided 
the difference in what would have 
been a tight match. Hie Tennessee 
dentist toured the par 73, 6,354- 
yard layout in 71. 

Nelson had a 72, Snead 73, and 
Locke 74. 

Duke, Maryland Enter 
Teams In Penn Relays 

PHILADELPHIA, April 13.—(IP) 
—Two Southern Conference mem- 

bers, Duke and the University of 
Maryland, have entered teams in 
the 53rd Penn relays here April 
25-26. 

Duke has entries in the college 
class mile and sprint medley, 
while Maryland will compete in the 
sprint and distance medley races 
and the 880-yard sprint relay. 

Pirates Slate Three Tilts 
At Legion Field 

This Week 
BY ROY COOK 

Star Sports Editor 
Rained out in Smithfield yester- 

day, the Wilmington Pirates re- 
turn home to resume their prac- 
tice sessions at the American 
Legion Stadium today. 

The Buccaneers enter their sec- 
ond week of exhibitions Tuesday 
night with three games carded for 
the week at the Legion Stadium. 
Tuesday night the Charges of Nate 
Andrews will clash with the Al- 
bany, N. Y., club of the Eastern 
league. The New Yorkers, who 
trained at Brunswick, Ga., are 
enroute home. This contest will 
be called at 7:45 o’clock. 

The famous Bearded Beauties of 
the House of David have been 
booked to appear here Thursday 
night. A large crowd of fans are 

expected to turn out for this game. 
The locals will have an opportunity 
to see the Bearded Beauties dis- 
play their famous "Pepper” game. 
The local fans, especially the old- 
er ones, will also get a chance to 
again see an old favorite of. theirs 
in the David lineup, whiskers and 
all. Jimmy Woods, will be remem- 

bered as a hot corner man for the 
ipiedmont League Pirates of sev- 

eral years ago. Jimmy has a lot of 
friends here. 

Saturday night the Kinston 
Eagles of the Coastal Plans loop 
will play here. The Bucs will re- 

turn the game at Kinston Sunday 
afternoon. 

Andrews said yesterday after- 
noop that he is well pleased with 
his charges. "We had some mighty 
good experience in the New Bern 

series,” he said. Nate is still 
troubled with the mound staff. “I 
have plenty of boys and I think 
perhaps all they need is a little 
experience,” he continued by add- 
ing, “I am not going to predict 
we will be on top at the very 
start, but I do say that we will 
have a winning ball club.” 

Big Nate said he was "almost” 
sure of his starting lineup, but 
refused to name the boys. The 
Pirates have a flashy keystone 
combination consisting of Fred 
Musumeci at short and Frank Di 

Prima at second, but Eddie Hardi- 
sky is pushing Di Prima hard for 

the keystone slot. Harry Bridges 
seems to have the initial sack as 

his own. Andy Poklemba, last 
year’s first baseman has arrived 
in camp anj will probably be 

shifted to the outfield. Bob Steckel 
has clinched the hot corner posi- 
tion. This bespectackled lad has 

displayed beautiful form on third 

and his quick pickups of hot 

grounders and lightening throws 
to first have been outstanding. 

Hargrove Davis, John Musco- 
vite and Bill Benton have been 
working the outer gardens during 
the exhibition tilts. The catching 
berth, looks plenty good with big 
Bill Alsnauer and Jim Staton, last 
year’s receiver handling the work 
behind the plate. Staton has not 

been placed in the lineup so far, 
but Skipper Andrews is expecting 
great things from the veteran Sta- 
ton. 

The big problem is the mound 
staff and on paper the pitchers 
look good. Johnnie Edens, a local 

lad who can play well at any posi-' 

SPINNERS DEFEAT 
RED SOX, 10 TO 1 

Other Eastern State Semi- 
Pro Contests Are 

Rained Out 

Special to the Star 

ELIZABETHTOWN, April 13. — 

Tlie Bladenboro Spinners who fin- 
ished second in the Eastern State 
Semi-pro league last year, opened 
the 1947 league season here this 
afternoon by defeating the Eliza- 
bethtown Red Sox, 10 to 1. 

Levy Bridger ace moundsman 
of the Spinners allowed the Red 
Sox six hits, three of them were 
collected by Carlyle Tatum, flashy 
Elizabethtown shortstop. 

Fred Townsend on the mound 
for the losers gave up 16 bingles. 
Johnny Hammonds with four hits 
ir> five times at bat lead the win- 
ners while Ed Hester, his team- 
mate had four for five. 

Tile Whiteville-Southport contest 
slated for Whiteville was rained 
out and the Wallace Masonboro 
Ramblers tilt at Wilmington was 
also called on account of rain. 

tion, is being converted into a 

pitcher by Andrews. Johnny did 
a lot of mound work last season 
but ended up at third base because 
of his power at the bat. He hurled 
four innings against the New Bern 
club and allowed four singles. 

Larry DiOrio, another utility- 
member of last year’s squad will 
apply all his time to hurling this 
season. Larry, with a little more 

control, will be a regular hurler 
on the staff. 

George Worrell, a right hander, 
who is seeking a comeback in 
baseball, worked seven innings 
against the Bears and allowed five 
hits. Worrell, who last pitched for 
Mount Airy in 1940, won 14 and lost 
2 for the Mountaineers. 

Bov Lamb, another local lad. is 
a good moundsman and general 
utility player who is expected to 
develop into a regular mondsman. 
Lamb played almost every posi- 
tion on the 1946 Pirates. 

Emory “Lefty Lee” Hewlett, a 
left hander from Seagate, has dis- 
played more promise than any of 
the other flingers. Hewlett, a 

young lad, seems to have a steady 
pitch and under the guiding hand 
of Andrews may develop into the 
ace righthander of the squad. 

Other pitchers, all rookies, are 

Bud Weatherly, a left hander; Joe 
Lipka, Charles Corbett and Fred 
Gainey. 

BOATS 
BOATS 

And 

BOATS 

106 S. Front Dial *1890 

'Look what wrvi oot'^ 

Every sip tells you why people are 

elated when they are able to get 
Budweiser. So many ask for it each 

day that the world's largest brew- 

ery can't cope with the demand. 

Until we can again expand our 

often-expanded brewing facilities, 

we are supplying dealers through- 
out America equitably if not 

abundantly. 

So, to get your share, 
don’t say ‘beer’, say 


