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^ colossal figure in the di- 

utjve was Fiorello Henry 

"Mjuardia, the 5 foot 3 inch 
^ 

,i(J who slew the Tammany 
Sith to become mayor of 

York and then went on to 

other records. He was the 

Stt "reform” mayor ever re- 

nted and the first mayor to 
e, t]l].efe consecutive terms. He 

voluntarily retired after serving 
,»years. 
i practitioner of the rough 

■ 

{u m b 1 e, Mr. LaGuardia 
ttped on many toes and had 
vi twn stepped on many times, 
^campaign season and out. 

m,-e has been called such 
as "breast beating show- 
•■demagogue,” ‘political 

Mountebank,” “vilifier vitfc an 

unbridled tongue, vain popin- 

:,v" and “cad. 

His whiplash tongue was ever 

ready to do battle Once during 
, campaign he picked up a 

oad of cabbage and exclaimed, 
„„,v opponent's head!” To the 

Lf<(e that he had an ‘ungov- 
ernable temper,” the peppery 
«iavor shot back that he would 

"sooner have an ungovernable 
temPer fh a n a governable 

Scoffed at Prohibition 

niphe tinhorns and the gam- 

ers don’t like me,” he would 

,jv “The black market opera- 
;;rs don’t, like me and 1 don’t 

.„jp anv of them to like me.” 

ind he often heaped withering 
denunciation on “politicians.” 
Enemies accused him in turn 

0f resorting to methods that 

,.ould have given machine poli- 
ticians pause. 

A great dramatist, Mr. La- 

Guardia. while a member of 

Congress, brewed “beer” in 

'noth' his Washington and New 

York offices as a protest 
against national prohibition. He 
laved a 25-cent lamb chop and 

, $3 roast on the floor of the 
House of Representatives to em- 

phasize the high cost of living 
shortly after World War I. 

He addressed national groups 
in New’ York in their native lan- 

guage — Italian, German, 
French, Yiddish or Yugoslav. 
When persecution of the Jews 
was at its height in Germany, 
a delegation of Nazis visited 
Jew York and the mayor gave 
them an escort of Jewish po- 
licemen. A Nazi newspaper said 
that showed “a gross lack of 

taste” and was a “poor joke.” Aroused Germans’ Ire 
One of Mr. LaGuardia’s re- 

marks resulted in the United 
States making an apology to the 
German government. That was 
early in 1937—long nefore out- 
break of World War II—when 
he suggested that the forthcom- 
ing New York World’s Fair in- 
clude in its exhibits a “chamber 
of horrors” in which there 
would be “the figure of that 
brown shirted fanatic who is 
now menacing the peace of the 
world.” 

An angry outburst in the Ger- 
man press followed and the 
United States apologized. But 
the fiery mayor repeated the 
remark, made originally before 
a meeting of woman members 
of the American Jewish Con- 
gress, and said he stood by it. 
Mr. Hitler’s own government 

was quick to recognize that I 
meant him,” Mr. LaGuardia 
said. “I don’t know whether it 
is his guilty conscience or my 
power of description. 

This product of New York’s 
polyglot lower East Side had a 

seemingly inexhaustible- amount 
of energy and drive. He could 
catch a midnight train.to Wash- 
ington, appear at a Congression- 
al hearing, go to the White 
House for lunch, return in time 
to make an inspection of the 
Fulton fish market and then 
rush to a fire in Harlem, shout- 
ing orders and generally mak- 
ing his presence known. 
Why He Went To Fires 

His regular attendance at 
fires drew many gibes. He once 

gave this explanation: 
“I don’t like it any more than 

when I have to go down into 
a sewer to inspect it. But it’s 
part of my job. As long as I’m 
mayor, any time any employe 
of the city must expose himself 
to any extrahazardous danger, 
the mayor is going ».o go and 
share it with him, whether they 
joke about it or not.” 

While the New York mayoral- 
ty is sometimes ranked second 
in importance and strain to the 
Presidency of the United States. 
Mr. LaGuardia carried on many 
other activities along with it. 

Early in World War II he 
served as United States Direc- 
tor of Civilian Defense. He also 
was president of the U. S Con- 
ference of Mayors and chair 
man of the American section of 
the Permanent U. S.-Canadian 
Joint Defense Board. In be- 

tween he campaigned fcr his 
friend, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 

Toward the end of his long 
tenure. Mr. LaGuardia was Di- 
rector General of the United 
Nations Relief and Rehabili- 
tation Administration (UNRRA) 
a job he tackled with his usual 
gusto. “J want fast moving 
ships, not slow reading resolu- 
tions,” he barked when he as- 
sumed that office. “From this 
point on the protocol is off. Our 
job is to take food-wherever we 
can find it to people ip need 
wherever they may be — and 
that’s all.” 
Decorated for Work 

For his UNRRA services, 
President Harry S. Tiuman 
awarded Mr. LaGuardia the 
highest civil decoration, the 
Medal for Merit, and said he 
had earned “the gratitude of 
millions in the world who were 
threatened with starvation.” 

Once Mr. LaGuardia made a 
dramatic trip into the Minne- 
sota wheat fields, mounted a 

rusty farm wagon and appealed 
to the assembled faimers to 
take their grain from storage 
and sell it so as to help relieve 
Europe’s misery. 

He seized a loaf of bread, 
ripped off six slices and held 
them up to view. In one coun- 

try, he said, that represented an 
entire day’s food allowance— 
“and mark you, there’s no 

gravy goes with it.” The wheat 
began to roll to market. 

Truly Mr. LaGuardia lived up 
to his reputation as “the little 
man who is everywhere.’ He 
once said he was mayor 24 
hours a day. 

i-acKea into ms varied career 
were experiences of a frontier 
boy in Arizona, consular at- 
tache, World War I flier, law- 
yer, president of the New York 
Board of Aldermen and Repre- 
sentative in Congress. 
Accomplishments as Mayor 

When he first entered office 
as mayor, New York was de- 
nied further financing by banks, 
but in a short time he secured 
ffhances from the very bankers 
who had refused to handle city 
bonds. 

Appraising his 12-year admin- 
istration in a municipal hand- 
book, Mr. LaGuardia said that 
during his stay “the city' gov- 
ernment has acquired a soul— 
partisan p o 1 i t ics, dishonesty, 
graft, selfishness, favoritism 
have been entirely abolished.” 

His administration built 60 
schools, 200 playgrounds and 
six huge housing projects. 
Transit u n i f i c a tion was 

achieved. At his insistence, the 
city purchased the Interborough 
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Rapid Transit Company and the 
Brooklyn Manhattan Transit 
Company lines in 1940 for $326,- 
000,000. The modern Independ- 
ent Subway was completed. The 
outmoded Second, Sixth and 
Ninth Avenue elevated lines 
were torn down, as was tne old 
Tombs prison. 

The West Side Elevated high- 
way, the East River Drive, 
Queens Midtown Tunnel Tri- 
boro Bridge, Bronx Whiteslone 
Bridge and Henry Hudson Park- 
way were built as were modern 
hospitals and the huge munici- 
pal airport bearing his name. 
The Brooklyn Battery tunnel 
was started. Charter reform 
was accomplished. 
Banned Burlesque Shows 

Mayor LaGuardia d e c 1 ared 
war on rackets as soon as he 
took -office. Slot machines and 
various forms of gambling also 
were vigorously attacked. In 
1937 he banned burlesque thea- 
ters, which he denounced as 

“glorifying filth and lewdness.” 
He campaigned against the sale 
of salacious magazines. 

Mr. LaGuardia’s sombrero— 
black in winter, tan in summer 
—became a national institution 
and one of his nicknames was 

derived from it, “the Hat.” The 
New York Daily News designat- 
ed him as “Butch,” which it 
said better suited him than 
“Little Flower,” the English 
translation of Fiorello, and this 
name stuck. His middle name 

was Enrico which he Anglicized 
to Henry. 

some said mar me wiae- 

brimmed hat of the plains went 
back to Mr. LaGuardia’s days 
in Arizona, where he lived on 
an Army reservation at Pres- 
cott—his father, Achilles, was 

an Army bandmaster. Others 
called it a pure affectation. As 
a boy he aspired to become a 

jockey but his musician father 
decided he should learn to play 
the cornet instead. 

Born in New York Dec. 11, 
1882, Mr. LaGuardia was the 
son of an immigrant who had 
arrived in the United States 
four years earlier from Foggia, 
Italy. His mother’s native city 
was Fiume. He was married in 
1919 to Thea Almerigotti, who 
died in 1921. Eight years later 
he married Marie Fisher, his 
secretary. They had two adopt- 
ed children, Jean and Eric. 
World War I Flier 

Soon after finishing high 
school, Mr. LaGuardia was ap- 
pointed a clerk in the American 
Consulate at F dapest. This 
was followed by an appointment 
to Trieste and in 1904 he be- 
came consular agent at Fiume 
In 1907 he returned to the Unit- 
ed States as an interpreter at 
the Ellis Island immigration 
station. 

Obtaining a Bachelor of Laws 
degree from New York Uni- 
versity in 1910, Mr. LaGuardia 
began practicing law, and in 
1915 was appointed deputy at- 

torney general of New York 
state. 

He entered Congress in 1917 
and his first important vote 
there was for a declaration of 
war against Germany. Then, 
supporting his words with ac- 

tion, Mr. LaGuardia joined the 
Air Corps and soon was over- 

seas as commander of a bomb- 
ing squadron on the Italian 
front. Once his plane, caught in 
a stiff wind, fell in flight and 
he was injured. When the Armi- 
stice came he held the rank of 
major. 

Meantime, Mr. LaGuardia re- 

mained a member of Congress, 
refusing demands for his resig- 
nation and cabling back his vote 
cn important legislation. Politi- 
cal apponents, failing in their 
effort to have his seat declared 
vacant, strove in the 1918 elec- 
tion to defeat him, but he was 

reelected by a majority of 2 
to 1. 

Supported Roosevelt 
In 1919 he became president 

of the New York Board of Aider- 
men and in the fall of 1921 
sought the Republican nomina- 
tion for mayor, but was unsuc- 

cessful. He was returned to 
Congress in the 1922 election 
and remained there for a de- 
cade. The Republican LaGuar- 
dia lost his seat in the Franklin 
D. Roosevelt landslide of 1932. 
Subsequently he supported the 
New Deal and backed Mr. 
Roosevelt in his 1936, 1940 and 
1944 campaigns. 

In 1929 Mr. LaGuardia had 
sought the office of mayor on’ 
the Republican ticket, but 
bowed to the then popular and 
dapper James J. (Jimmy) 
Walker and Tammany. 

Mayor Walker resigned In 
1932 in the midst of an investi- 
gation of his administration. In 
the 1933 mayoral election, Mr. 
LaGuardia, the Republican- 
Fusion candidate, received a 

plurality of more than 250,000 
in a three cornered race and 
ended an unbroken Tammany 
rule of 16 years. 

In 1937 he was reelected by 
a coalition of fusion, labor, Re- 
publican, Socialist and Commu- 
nist voters. He repudiated the 
Communist endorsement. Short- 
ly after that election it was an- 

nounced that he had become a 

member of the American Labor 
party. His successful third term 
bid in 1941 was on the Republic 
can and A.L.P. ticKets. 

Urged Help for Britain 
Mr. LaGuardia ignored party 

lines in making appointments. 
“I belong to no party,” he once 

remarked. “I do not like poli- 
ticians.” He sometimes was de- 
scribed as “the politician with- 
out a party.” 

One of his favorite expres- 
sions was “you can’t be a good 
mayor and a good fellow at the 
same time.” 

Once at a meeting of the 
Board of Aldermen, a man de- 
manded to be heard and when 

Mayor LaGuardia refused, the 
man shouted, “Mayor' Walker 
always let us talk.” 

“That,” retorted Mr. LaGuar- 

dia, “is why I am here and 
he isn’t.” 

With war clouds hovering 
over Europe, Mr. LaGuardia 
was one of the first Americans 
to urge help for Britain and 

r • 

France. He campaigned for 
lend-lease and other measures. 
He was a member of the Com- 
mittee to Defend America by 
Aiding the Allies. 

‘The only way to escape in- 
ternational complications is to 
get off the earth, and we are 
not ready for .that,” he said. 
Broadcast to Italians 

After the United States got in- 
to the war, he broadcast anti- 
fascist short wave talks beamed 
at Italy. In their own tongue, 
the blunt spoken LaGuardia 
urged the people of Italy to pas- 
sive revolt, telling them they 
had been betrayed by Mussolini 
who in turn was about to be 
betrayed by Hitler. 

The fascists referred sarcasti- 
cally to his "poor” Italian pro- 
nunciation. Though he was of 
predominant Italian extraction 
—he had some Jewish blood, too 
—Mr. LaGuardia did not learn 
to speak the language until he 
was 20. 

With' the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor, the Mayor inaug- 
urated his “weekly talk to the 
people’ ’over the municipal 
radio station WNYC and con- 
tinued this Sunday program 
throughout the rest of his ad- 
ministration, with the watch- 
words of “patience and forti- 
tude.” 

What he would say in his 
talks was anybody’s guess. The 
subjects might range from a 
new recipe for spaghetti or beef 
goulash to a coy tip that shoe 
rationing was coming, such as 
he gave one Sunday on the eve 
of the start of that rationing. 
Voluntarily Quit Mayoralty 

n. new commodity is to be 
rationed and it isn’t food,” he 
said. “I can’t say what it i^, 
but I wouldn’t walk too much 
if I were you.” Very soon East 
Side stores that were open on 
Sundays were jammed with 
customers. The mayor said 
later that he forgot that some 
shoe stores were open. 

In his broadcasts he attacked 
“tin horn gamblers” and plead- 
ed in high pitched tones that 
diceplayers and horse bettors 
break themselves of “this ter- 
rible, terrible habit.” During a 
newspaper delivery strike, he 
read the comics over the air. 
He 'liked music and sometimes 
ascended the podium himself. 

In the spring of 1945 he an- 
nounced he was not a candidate 
for a fourth term. “There are 
many reasons why I think I 
should not run,” he said. “First, 
there is always the danger of 
one becoming stale in office, 
and I do not want to become 
stale at any time I do not want 
to become so calloused ihat I 
could not get indignant, yes, I 

and impatient and lose my tern 
per when I hear of graft and 
corruption and when I hear of 
crime and racketeering. 

‘'I do not believe that in our 
form of government chief ex- 
ecutives should be reelected 
time after time. .Rotation in 
office is good and wholesome. 
It is necessary in a democra- 
cy. 
Assumed Heavy Program 

Explaiping — to avoid being 
called inconsistent—why he sup- 
ported President Roosevelt for 
third and fourth terms, he said 
that while he did net lie the 
third term idea “no one in our 
entire country had the knowl- 
edge of European affairs and 
the grasp of the situation as did 
President Roosevelt” in 1940. 
Four years later, with the war 

on, “there was no choice.” 
Never one to belittle his own 

accomplishments, the Mayor 
said of his administration: 

“We have established a new 

pattern, a new model of intelli- 
gent, clean, scientific, nonpoliti- 
cal .government. Yes, my 
friends, you gave me a job and 
I did it.” In a later address 
he said that he had found the 
city virtually bankrupt and had 
put it on its feet financially, 
then urged his listeners to keep 
a close watch on succeeding ad- 
ministrations. 

“I don’t think they’ll be able 
to break the city of New York 
in four years,” he said, “but 
after that, watch.” 

When Mr. LaGuardia' retired 
at the end of 1945 lie received 
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Jacksonville Presby- 
terian Discuss Unity 

JACKSONVILLE, Sept 20- 
Elders of the Presbyterian 
church fr o m Pollocksville, 
Morehead City, Antioch and 
Jacksonville met at the local 
church to discuss the proposed 
plan for re-uniting the Fresby- 

an annual lifetime pension of 
$10,474, but he immediately un- 

dertook an ambitious radio 
commentating and writing ca- 

reer. 

terian North and South 
churches. 

Rev. Carl B. Craig, pastor o| 
the local church, read the paper 
and led the discussion. 

The Ladies’ Auxiliary of the 
church served refreshments. 
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