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Star Program 
~ State porta with Wilmington favored 

jn proportion with its resource!, to in- 

clude public terminals, tobacco atorage 

warehouses, ship repair facilities near- 

by sites for heavy industry and 35-toot 

Cape Fear river channel. 
— City auditorium large enough to meet 

needs for years to come. 

Development of Southeastern North 
Carolina agricultural and industrial re- 

aources through better markets and food 

processing, pulp wood production and 
factories. 

Emphasis on the region’s recreation 
advantages and improvement of resort 
accommodations. 

Improvement of Southeastern North 
Carolina s farm-to-market and primary 
roads, with a paved highway from Top- 
sail inlet to Bald Head island. 

Continued effort through the City’s In- 
dustrial Agency to attract more in- 

dustries. 
Proper utilization of Bluethenthal air- 

port for expanding air service. 
Development of Southeastern North 

Carolina’s health facilities, especially in 

counties lacking nospitals, and includ- 

ing a Negro Health center. 
Encouragement of the growth of com 

mercial fishing. 
Consolidation ol City and County gov- 

ernments. | 
GOOD MORNING 

The morose man takes both narrow 

and selfish views of life and the world; 
he is either envious ot the happiness of 

others, or denies its existence.—C. Sim- 
mons. 

Salute To National Guard 
The National Guard has served with valor 

and distinction in two World Wars and the 

men joining the reorganized National Guard 
have a proud heritage. 

In creating new units of the expanded 
Guard, every effort is made to tie them in 

with old units that they may inherit and 

preserve distinctive insignia, coats of arms, 

battle honors and history. 
To the achievements of the National Guard 

in France in World War I were added 

achievements around tne globe in World 

War II — in the Gilbert, Marshall, Marian- 

as and Ryukyu Islands in the Pacific; in the 

Solomons, New Britain, New Guinea, the 

Netherlands East Indies and the Philippines; 
in North Africa; and in Europe from Sicily 
and Anzio to Rome, from Normandy to Ger- 

many, and from Southern France to Austria. 

National Guard units took part in 34 sepa- 
rate campaigns and seven assault landings in 
World War II. Every National Guard divi- 

sion saw combat action; some were among 
the first United States troops to go into 

action against the enemy after the declara- 

tion of war. 

National Guard heroes include 14 who re- 

ceived the nation’s highest award, the Con- 

gressional Medal of Honor. National Guard 

units received 88 Presidential Unit Citations 
and awards to individuals included 50 Dis- 

tinguished Service Crosses, 48 Distinguished 
Flying Crosses and more than 10,000 Silver 

Star Medals. 
Enlistments have expired for those men 

who served so honorably and so effectively 
in World War II, and the National Guard 

must be rebuilt to contribute its strength to 

the nation’s security. 
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w Defend Alaska 
General of the Army H. H. Arnold, re- 

tired, writing in the October “Flying Maga- 
zine”, declares the United States is as vulner- 
able now as on December 7, 1941 — Pearl 

Fsrbor day. “It is quite possible that we are 

even more vulnerable than we realize. The 

development of guided missies and rockets 

in other countries may well have progressed 
farther than we think,” he adds. 

«It is General Arnold’s opinion that any 

surprise attack on the United States will be 

known to us only in that it will come by 
ato and via the Arctic Circle. It is common 

knowledge, he writes that the shortest air 

routes from the United States to every 

major country are over the North Pole. 

“To strike at us, any potential enemy must 

kead north.” This fact, General Arnold be- 

lieves, was recognized by Secretary Seward 

when he promoted acquisition of Alaska, 
•fame he called Alaska “our first line of de- 
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Surely, says the General, every other 

eountry knows that the Arctic and the North 

Pole are "no longer the ends of the earth. 

Alaska, therefore, is still our first line of 

1%' 

defense, General Arnold concludes. But 

what are we doing to protect ourselves? He 

presents this record: 
“Our present Army Air Forces all together 

could hardly defend the northeast Atlantic 
coast. First-line combat planes of the Army 
and Navy together total just 2,900 today. 
Russia is supposed to have 14,000. 

“Even as I write this, demolition organi- 
zations are smashing up thousands of ser- 

viceable military aircraft — serviceable, yes, 

but far from being first-line-aircraft in the 

atomic air world of today. 
“Our present puny air forces are so hard 

up they have been forced to restrict the use 

of gasoline for routine flights. Army and 

Navy aviation men are told we “can’t af- 

ford” to operate our small number of planes 
as much as we would like. .Meanwhile, 
Russia’s combat air force today is reported to 

be larger than the American and British 
air forces combined. 

“Appropriations for sorely-needed aero- 

nautical research have been — and still are 

— dangerously small. Research in guided 
missiles, atomic energy and jet propulsion 
should not only have top priority but un- 

limited funds. 
“We must decide what we think our mini- 

mum safe aviation manufacturing industry 
should be, then spend all the money neces- 

sary to keep that industry alive and healthy. 
“Speed is vitally important. I need only 

to point out that the B-29—which we were 

not able to put into combat until the latter 

part of the war—was conceived, and de- 

velopment was started, in 1935. Remember, 
too, that after VE Day our experts in Ger- 

many found we were some 10 years behind 

in certain fields of aeronautical research 
“The United States must face this situa- 

tion, and right now. There’s no place to run 

and hide any more.” 

Dollars And Policy 
Looking forward to the day when the 

Marshall plan shall become the “Marshall 

operation,” Senator Byrd has called for an 

accounting. He wants to know how an esti- 

mated $20,000,000,000 was spent on foreign 
aid in the past two years, and the results. 
He also wants to know what specific results 

are expected from forthcoming expenditures 
under the Marshall plan. 

The request for a bill of particulars on 

future aid seems a good idea. The general 
objectives of such aid are already known— 

the alleviation of current critical hardships, 
the restoration of Europe’s economy, the 

stabilization of currencies, the support of 
free governments against communism. 

Other information that Mr. Byrd seeks, 
may be implicit in the report of the 16-na- 

tion European Economic Conference. But a 

desirable addition would be a list of what 

I particular sums are expected to achieve, as 

I well as a lump-sum total of the money to 

be requested. 
The economy-minded senator from Vir- 

ginia is not necessarily displaying opposition 
to the Marshall plan when he asks for an 

accounting. Surely no American wants to 
see his government write a blank check for 

Europe. A requisition for several billion 
dollars should be justified as well as itemiz- 

ed, even though results cannot be guaran- 
teed. Such a requisition might speed final 
action when Congress meets to debate the 

aid-to-Europe program. 
There as less promise, and perhaps less 

point, in Mr. Byrd’s demand for an account- 

ing of the last two years’ spending in Europe, 
even though there are good reasons why the 
accounting should be made. It can be said 
in advance that it would disclose some 

dismaying information. 
There has undoubtedly been some appall- 

ing wastage of American funds, but the fault 
does not lie entirely with the American 
government. 

It was certain when the war ended that 
the United States, untouched by battle and 
possessing great wealth in money and pro- 
ductive capacity, would have to help 
Europe. The victorious and occupied coun- 
tries there found themselves exhausted and 
confused. The conquered nations were a 

responsibility, as well as a liability. A new 

start had to be made from near ruin. 
America’s first efforts to help may also 

have been confused, but there scarcely was 

time for detailed planning. Political differ- 
ences were secondary; here were hungry, 
lllclad, homeless people. 

But for the Soviet government, their poli- 
tics would still be of minor importance. The 
American government was reluctant to ac- 

cept the political challenge. It hesitated to 
admit that aggression and threats to free 
government did not end with the Nazi’s de- 
feat. It was Moscow’s decision, not Wash- 
ington’s, that the Communist governments 
would not participate in a united effort to- 
ward Europe’s reconstruction. 

American foreign policy in the past two 
years may seem awkward and fumbling. 
Mistakes, arising from motives of decency 
and from a desire to trust and co-operate 
until trust and co-operation were shown im- 
possible, may have been made. But now, 
American policy is positive. The “Marshall 
operation,” if and when, will probably cost 
considerably less than the largely non-politi- 
cal aid of the past two years. America is 
now hard-headed because she has to be. But 
her earlier warm-heartedness, while expen- 
sive, is nothing to be ashamed of. 

A Healthy Malady 
Chiang Kai-shek has suddenly leveled the 

same strong criticism of himself and his 
regime that foreign observers have been 
making for a long time. He has charged 
himself with failure. He has blasted his 
fianciers for squandering foreign credits and 

depending on hoped-for foreign loans instead 
of helping China help herself. He has scor- 

ed non-Communists for bitter intra-party 
strife, and criticized the Central News 

Agency for a bad publicity job. 
We don’t know what has happened to the 

Generalissimo, but we hope he doesn’t get 
4* 

over it. In fact, it might be well if a few 

European heads of government came down 
with the same soul-searching malady. 

Lewis’ New Revolt 
Once again, John L. Lewis is in revolt, 

defying the law for what might seem a 

capricious whim. Mr. Lewis, who is obvious- 

ly not a Communist, has refused to sign an 

affidavit to that effect, as ordered by the 

Taft-Hartley Law. 

There is certainly no personal reason why 
Mr. Lewis must refuse. But his present re- 

volt hits at one of the weakest and most 

confusing provisions of the new law, so per- 

haps it’s not such a bad thing. Senator Taft, 
one of the co-authors, has expressed some 

doubt that this portion of the law means 

what it says. 
An amendment to clarify the wording and 

the meaning should do the trick very nicely. 

As Pegler Sees It 
By WESTBROOK PEGLER 

Copyright, 1947, By King Features Syndi- 
CSitC 111 ft. 

NEW YORK, Sept! 24. — Ed Flynn has 

written in his sorry political confessions 

that, in his belief, Franklin D. Roosevelt 
sent as our ambassador to Germany in 
1933 a man whom he didn’t even know. 
Eleanor the Great revealed by a dumb 
accident that she still didn’t know who this 
ambassador was even as late as 1945, five 

years after he died. She thought he was 

Harold W. Dodds, the president of Prince- 
ton university. Actually, he was William 
E. Dodd, a puling old parasite off the 
academic ivy of the University of Chicago. 
Flynn tells us he was chosen by mistake. 
In Berlin he chucked his weight about, 
and defied the nazis to hit him when he 
knew he had behind him the greatest na- 

tion on earth to. avenge even a split lip. 
He closed his life with a contemptible show 
of cowardice. 

What happened here, anyway.' 
The time and place and the task called 

for a patriotic man of character, dignity 
and ability. We had a hundred good men, 
all disqualified by Roosevelt’s perosnal ha- 
tred or the clamor of his subsidized union- 
eers and a small element of Baltic and 
Balkan political vermin loyal to no coun- 

try but professing “democracy.” Hitler 
then was only a silly he-shrew, but it was 

the duty of the American President to send 
to Berlin the best man he could find. Had 
he done so, our government might have 
been able to prevent the war or, at least, 
to keep our country safe. 

Boss Flynn writes now, “I know the 
President had never met William E. Dodd.” 

There was another child in this Ameri- 
can household, which was less typical than 
Stalin may hope. This was William E. 
Dodd, Jr. Our committee on un-American 
activities turned him up, engaged in the 
broadcast of propaganda to foreign fields 
for the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. Young Dodd and two other individuals 
were named by a law passed by both 
houses of Congress as persons to whom 
no part of certain appropriations should 
be paid. The law was held unconstitutional 
and the three were awarded back pay, but 
they never did get their jobs back. But 
it wasn’t the purpose of Congress to save 

the petty amounts involved. The purpose 
was to keep these persons out of the gov- 
ernment. 

Old Dodd’s name is cited 10 times in the 
index of the Committee on un-American 
Activities, a development which gives one 

to wonder who did plant him as the Ameri- 
can ambassador in Berlin. Flynn says Roose- 
velt' didn’t know much about him. But our 

communists certainly did and they were 

coming to know and esteem his son, his 
daughter and her husband, Alfred K. Stern. 

Young Dodd is named 19 times in con- 

nection with groups and activities which 
the committee held to be fronts for the 
communist conspiracy against the United 
States, directed from Moscow. Martha’s 
name occurs 15 times and Stern's name 

21 times. On a small sign on the premises 
of the Sterns in the leafy suburbs of West- 
chester County, N. Y., the name formerly 
was seen of George Seldes, who has 44 
citations in the index. 

Last winter Stern took part in a “March 
on Albany” organized by the communists 
of New York to occupy the legislative 
chambers by force. Like Mussolini in his 
March on Rome, the fakers rode the cush- 
ions in comfort. 

In William E. Dodd, the Soviet had a 

second ambassador in Berlin. He strove 
constantly to keep the British and French 
hostile to Hitler, which was the obvious 
mission of a Soviet ambassador, so that 
whenever Germany and Russia, the natur- 
al enemies, should have their inevitable 
war, Stalin would have Britain and France 
as allies. Much worse, however, the men 

who held credentials from the people of 
the United States missed no' opportunity to 
create a feeling in which it would be im- 
possible for them to keep out of this war. 

He acted in obedience to his personal feel- 
ings and politics, which were not at all 
hostile to despotism. He was actually af- 
fectionate toward the Muscovite horror. He 
served Moscow in a manner to deserve 

the gaudiest honors, for it was Dodd’s 
work almost as much as Roosevelt’s which 
guaranteed. Stalin as his ally in the im- 
pending war the mightiest but the stupidest 
nation in all the sad history of mankind. 

The regular State Department staff of 
the Berlin embassy couldn’t handle Dodd. 
He had no manners, no training, no feel- 

ing of responsibility for the horrors which 
he was amassing for his countrymen, mil- 
lions of whom then were children. 

Dodd was withdrawn in 1937. on Dec. 8, 
1938, at Hanover Courthouse, Va., he ran 

down a four-year-old Negro girl in his car 

and ran away. He said he thought the 
child was not hurt but he did know there 
had been a mishap and he did drive on. 

The question was not one of responsibility 
and blame but of the instinctive reaction 
of this great humanitarian. He finally- 
pleaded guilty and was fined $250. He died 
in February 1940. 

Quotations 
You ask me whether alcoholism has in- 

creased since prohibition ended. My an- 

swer is that alcoholics committed to men- 

tal institutions have jumped from 3760 in 
1922, the year of peak prohibition enforce- 
ment, to the present average of 12,000 an- 

nuallv.—Mrs. D. Leigh Covin, president, 
WCTU. 

We have an industrial plant that dan’t 
be found anywhere in the world. This is 
an element of military strength and one. 
I think, that attained great respect from 
other people in World War II.—Robert P. 
Patterson, former secretary of war. 

If this country — the last tower of 
strength among freedom-loving lands—can 
do the fabulously better job that we can 

equip ourselves to do, even the peoples 
who are necked down under the curtain 
of serfdom will choose freedom, and there 
will be no dictator to ignite World War 
III.—Earl Bunting, < president, NAM. 

STALLED AGAIN 
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How Freedom Can Die 
BY JOSEPH ALSOP 

ROME.—By what strange proc- 
ess can the Communist party 
come to power in an ancient 
and proud western European 
nation, with a vigorous, hard- 
working, and strongly Catholic 
people? This is an important 
question, both in Italy and for 
us in the United States. It is 
especially important now, be- 
cause of the strong current evi- 
dence that the Kremlin has al- 
tered its directive to the west- 
ern European Communist par- 
ties—that here in Italy for ex- 

ample, Palmiro Togliatti is in- 
structed to take power as soon 

as possible. 
First it is necessary to grasp 

what such directive is like. The 
day-to-day transmission of or- 

ders between the Kremlin and 
the Communist parties outside 
Russia is a myth. If there were 

such wonderful free communi- 
cation, even the Kremlin would 
hardly choose to humiliate a 

subordinate as Togliatti was re- 

cently humiliated, when he was 

permitted to publish an im- 
passioned argument against the 
Kremlin’s ratifying the Italian 
peace treaty several hours (aft- 

er ratification had actually oc- 

curred at Moscow. Rather, the 
best authorities believe that the 
directives consist of broad gen- 
eral orders, defining missions in 
their order of importance and 
broadly indicating strategy, 
similar to the basic directive 
that was given each American 
theater commander in war 

time. 
Within this rather wide frame, 

Togliatti, Thorez and their col- 
leagues of the Italian and 
French party executives are 

J reasonably free to act, subject 
only to absolute obedience to 

any further indications of opin- 
ion from Moscow. 

The best, guess (and il is o£ 
course a complete shot in the 
dark) is that Togliatti’s present 
directive can be paraphrased in 
ordinary language approximate- 
ly as follows: “Take power 
quickly if possible. Use the par- 
ty influence with the labor 
unions to promote the maxi- 
mum of political and economic 
disorganization. But on no ac- 

count risk a civil war or the 
sunoression of the party.’’ 

That important final qualifi- 

Inspecting Lee 
BY PETER EDSON 

WASHINGTON, — One excuse 

given for Army caste sys- 
tem abuses in the Mediterran- 
ean theater command of Gen. 
John “Court House” Lee is that 
his headquarters in Leghorn, 
Italy, had not been inspected 
by an officer from the inspector 
general’s Washington headquar- 
ters staff for over a year prior 
to Scripps Howard Columnist 
Bob Ruark’s recent expose. 

Every U. S. Army command 
is supposed to get such an an- 

nual inspection. Reports of these 
inspections go to the chief of 
staff. It is his duty to correct 
whatever is found wrong. The 
office of the inspector general is 
merely his confidential report- 
ing agency. It has no authority 
to order reforms or discipline 
offenders. 

In the absence of any official 
inspection from Washington, the 
only inspection made in General 
Lee’s theater was done by his 
own staff officers assigned as 

inspectors general. 
In Italy this staff was headed 

by Col. Clarence E. Cotter, a 

regular Army officer who came 

up through the Colorado Nation- 
al Guard in World War I. He 
was assigned to Lee’s headquar- 
ters as inspector general in Jan- 
uary, 1945. On Colonel Cotter’s 
staff were 11 other officers — 

four lieutenant colonels, five ma- 

jors and two captains. 

In February, 1946, General 
Eisenhower, as chief of staff, 
had issued an order that 
at least once a month, every 
soldier in the Army must be of- 
fered an opportunity to appear 
before an inspector general to 
complain about anything that 
was bothering him — his food, 
mail, quarters, pay or even his 
officers. 

Identity of soldiers making 
these gripes is supposed to be 
kept confidential, but the abuses 
are supposed to be reported by 
the IG and corrected by the re- 

sponsible commanding offi- 
cer. Number and subjects 
of these monthly gripes are re- 

ported to Washington. By tabu- 
lating them, the inspector gen- 
eral is supposed to be able to 
see what’s wrong with the Army 
and where. 

It is a matter of record in 
Washington that, until Iluark un- 
covered all the gripes in Lee’s 

command, the number of offi- 
cial complaints reported to 
Washington had been practical- 
ly negligible. Troops either 
weren’t making them or inspec- 
tors weren’t reporting. 

The fact that the inspector 
general didn’t know there was 

anything wrong in Lee’s com- 

mand does not mean Ruark’s 
charges were wrong. It proves, 
rather, that the system under 
which the inspector general op- 
erates as a confidential agent 
of the secretary and chief of 
staff of the -\rmy may be at 
fault. This system is steeped in 
Army tradition It is no person- 
al reflection on General Wyche 
or his administration as inspec- 
tor general. 

The thing that made Harry 
Truman a great senator was the 
fact that hi:? War Investigating 
Committee could find out what 
was wrong with Army procure- 
ment, and do something about it 
before the inspector general 
ever got around to it. 

There have been many sug- 
gestions for changing this 
system. National Commander 
Ray Sawyer and his American 
Veterans propose making the in- 
spector general’s office a civi- 
lian agency, to get it out from 
under Army brass control. Eis 
enhower says this would be a 
yr-'ve error. Wh"t Fisenhowo- 
did not add. was thot tv>is vouP 
be practically the old Bolshevik 
Red army system of having p 
political commissar looking ove" 
the shoulder of everv command- 
ing general, telling him what tr 
do. Fven the Russians found that 
didn’t, work. 

The old German army sustem 
gave inspectors general hieher 
rank than field commanders. It 
gave the inspectors authority to 
tell field officers what to do and 
correct them. American military authorities say this would de- 
stroy the chain of command. 

In the case of General I.ee 
however, his staff of inspectors 
general were all his sub- 
ordinates, so could not, or, at 
least, did not, report on the mis- 
takes of their superior. To have 
done so would have endanger- ed the inspecting ofifeers’ own 
future in the Army. 

Plenty of Army officers say 
this is the way the system usual- 
ly works. And they think it’s 
wrong. 

cation requires Signor Togliatti 
and his fellows of the high com- 

mand to move delicately as well 

as swiftly. To be sure, the Com- 
munists possess a powerful 
para-military force in Italy. 
The best of the Communist’s 
war-time partisan units, num- 

bering an estimated 20,000 men, 
have been almost certainly kept 
in a state of secret training and 
readiness. War-time leaders— 
international brigade veterans 
like Pietro Secchia and the no- 

torious Colonel Moscatelli — are 

reported still ready to function. 
And besides this core of fully 
ready outfits, there are said tc 
be about 130,000 additional Com- 
munists who have retained oi 

secured partisan arms. 

Yet these Communist forces 
are regarded as defensive for 
the present and, for the future, 
as the cadres of a new secret 
police. Togliatti wants no civil 
war which would invite external 
intervention. It is generally 
agreed that a Communist bid 
for full power will not be made 
except in conditions of such dis- 
organization and misery that all 
opposition is effectively para- 
lyzed. 

Precisely for this reason, 
Signor Togliatti must nightly 
thank God, to whom he is sur- 
prisingly polite, for the state of 
nervous, hand wringing inde- 
cision apparently prevailing in 
Washington. 

If America gives Italy wheat, 
coal and the dollars to pay for 
them, Toglitti has not got even 
a good fighting chance. The tri- 
umph of Signor Togliatti can be 
almost mathematically foretold, 
if America remains paralyzed 
in the present emergency. 

The first result, of course, 
will be the fall of the de Gas- 
peri government, as a direct re- 
sult of its inability to give the 
people bread and work. This 
will occur relatively shortly. 
There will follow a general 
scramble from which almost 
every one predicts t h e emer- 

Sulfa Ointment 
nits Jmpetago 

By WILLIaVTo'Bruix The average patient 
petigo is more apt 

h 
the infection on his 
than he is to give it tn”'n Ssin 
else. Susceptibility to iZf varies in different De 

™pt‘ 

though it may become a epidemic problem in a 
children or adults living i‘ ■' 
identical conditions. 
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Impetigo starts as 
skin blister which rupture 
mg an open sore that is -V c. 
covered with a crust 
crusts are yellow to b,' 
color and, even thou'-"" 
have the appearance 0f‘ i'. 
stuck on the skin, they 
moved easily. The 
spreads in circles around * 
edge, and the pan t ten], ;P heal in the center as it be-y larger. Infect :t n mav devoir" 
some distance from the or -'- 
eruption, t-hiough transfer' C 
fingers or contaminated arti-i- 

Impetigo is caused by 
normally present on the c- 

which, through circumsUn," 
unknown at the present tin' 
cause blisters to form. Th? ( 
diticn seems to be more , 
mon in those who rre card- •• 

i't personal hygiene ind use r 
ty washcloths and towels. 

Incubation period varies f 
two to five days. New spots'- 
appear hollowing treat re--- 
of ,he original site, because'-• 
the lag in development. The a-, 
erage impetigo patient gets vC! 
in three to 10 days, although •- 

fcctions in heavily bearded 
s ;ns can take longer. A speck 
severe form of contagious imp,. 
Tigo occurs in infants. 

Treatment of impetigo re- 
sists of removing or softemr. 
the crust and opening the bis: 
to tnat tne oase ot the 
may be treated An ointm.:- 
containing one cf the sulfa dr;, 
r.sually is effective. In serve 
cases, hospital treatment 
be necessary because of i;-» 
large area of SKin which i; r 
fected. Other types of mei 
tion can be applied to the a 

if the sulfa treatment is not 
cessful. 

The affected skin should t 

washed witn reap and water' 
eral timies daily. Wash the bid 
enout spot last and dry by r; 

ting — not rubbing. Both «u 

cloth and towel should h? k'*-: 
separate, and should be h 
and washed lrtquently. Impi-ui-i 
heals without leaving a perma- 
nent scar, unless it has lien 
scratched excessively. 

gence of what is called "gov- 
ernment of national crisis." 

The phrase is certainly an odd 
one. First of all, the govern- 
ment of national crisis will con- 

tain representatives of nil par- 
ties, especially including the 
Left Socialists and Communists 
Its diversity alone will condemn 
it to impotence. And just to in- 

sure that impotence is really 
total, it is further predicted that 
this government of national 
crisis will be headed by tli 
kind of antiquated, vaguel" di- 

lapidated but available eldc 
statesman who would gurante 
feebleness in any case. 

The Communist candidate for 

the job, it is already known, 
is the aged former Premier Nit- 

ti, and Nitti also seems to be 

considered the no o s t lW 
choice by Socialist and Chris- 

tian Democrats. 
In such a government of con- 

course, the Communists 
take politiclly vital posts li»’ 

the Ministry of the Interior 
which carry no responsible, 
for economic policy. For t. 

purpose of such a governmer 
will be to provide a ripenin. 
period of decay — of rr.ci-e:; r. 

hunger, unemployment 
chaos. When the ripening pc* 
is over, in the spring, will con11 

the national election. And ti.e. 

if all this is permitted to hen- 

pen, the Communists can tu 

power, only masking their f"- 

solutism with a few Socialis*- 
and other stooges cm 

trained to imitate Hungs, 
models. 
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Prices And Demand 
An Editorial From The New York Times 

Considerable emphasis is be- 
ing given in official quarters to 
the importance of high-level de- 
mand as ‘a cause of rising food 
prices. Secretary of Commerce 
Harriman points out, “People 
have more to spend for food 
and they are bidding against 
each other for the food that is 
brought to the market Simi- 
larly, a staff report of the Con- 
gressional Joint Committee in- 
vestigating prices emphasizes 
that “demand for and consump- 
tion of food have continued to 
advance and to match the total 
high level of food production.” 

This recognition of the role of 
demand in price determination 
is in sharp contrast to the of- 
ficial approach to prices during the past seven years Through 
out that period, for the purposes 
of price control, government 
procurement, etc., prices were 
related to costs. Any price that 
exceeded a designated aggre- 
gate of costs was considered to 
be too high. Similarly, many of 
those who now advocate a re- 
turn to price control to combat 
high prices emphasize costs and 
ignore the role of demand. Actu- 
ally, while both are important 
costs are the more significant 
as a long-run factor, with de- 
mand likely to play the chief 
role in short periods of time. 

This recognition of the signifi- 
cance cf demand is v:p!-ct.o. 
However, the public mind has j been so completely saturated 

with the cost-price appr ^ 
that it may he question: ■ 

whether the full implicationsJ- 
demand forces will be qui»- 
grasped. Thus, it is e;:> ^ 
how a wage increase 
costs and hence may 
tate higher prices if ! 

to be avoided. We ha’" "■ 

witnessed this phenenu 
the coal and railroad / 
It is usually more d fr-co 

see how that same 
crease expands demand 
available supplies art 

the competitive bidduu 
goods referred to by oecl 

Harriman. 
Since the pre-war 

weekly earnings of "■ 

;'n 
manufacturing have 'V'.. 
doubled; total wage an 

,c!) 
payments have increas , 

more because of the e- 
r. 

work force. Similar j5 
income of farm prr. 
no more than trip ? 

war total. Total /n;, 
ments to all Indiv 
more than two and C‘,’ 
as great as before : 

With physical output ^ rf. 
much smaller increase*-^ 
suiting pressure on P1 ol,r 
been irresistible. 10 jj^and. 
problem is too ,r'uc'lI.-jf?rt? to 

domestic and foreign- 
cure such a situation ■ 

to that demand ei*'W ... rC- 

wage increases or " (>if 
ductions can only a: 

present problem- 


