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rfltPTER thirty FOUR 
the car rolled down the 

,e Norah turned fiercely on 

rharles and Kate and said pas- 

hnately. “I suppose you’re 
5‘ 

h furious with me, but after 

’ll Uncle Charles, how could 

J0u every marry a woman like 

Kate breathed a small, shock- 
gasp, but Charles grinned 

e 
,jy and answered Norah 

frankly. “I was pretty young, 
vnrah—and she was even love- 

er than Gail.” 
He looked at Kate and put 

ut his hand and drew her to 

|,m his arm about her shoul- 
Ls, end held her close. 

"Besides,” he added, and his 
tone was tender and deep, “I 

hadn’t met Kate then.” 

Jind they smiled at each oth- 

er in such warm affection and 

uch complete understanding 
that Norah, feeling the sting of 

tears in her eyes, turned and 

ilipped into the house and up 
t0 bed, knowing that they were 

unaware of her departure. U * * * 

! it was well after midnight 
ivhen « car again came up the 
drive, and fists beat on the clos- 
ed door. Charles, his hair 
tousled, drew on his battered 
old robe, and with his feet in 
slippers, went down the stairs 
while the others hung over the 
railing, puzzled and apprehen- 
sive. 

Charles opened the door and 
Lissa came in, followed by Mar- 
tin. 

“Where is she? What have 
you cone 'with Gail?” she pant- 
ed frantically. “I’ve talked to 
the Dillinghasts, and they 
haven’t heard a word from her 
since they saw her here early 
in the summer. And from the 
way Mrs. Dillinghast talked, 
she looked like a field hand. 
Charles, if anything’s happened 
to her—” 

She was hysterical, babbling. 
The others came swiftly down 
the stairs, alarmed and bewil- 
dered. 

Calm yourself, Lissa,” or- 

dered Martin sharply. 
“Calm myself — when some- 

thing has happened to my 
child?” Lissa cried out, and 
turned back to Greg, who was 

watching her with cold con- 

tempt. “What do you know 
about all this, young man? The 
poor baby thought she was in 
love with you; her letter to me 

about it was utterly idiotic — 

and now she’s gone and you’re 
all lying to me—” 

“Be quiet!” ordered Greg, in 
a tone that had probably never 

been used toward Lissa before. 
"She ran away because it was 

npossible for her to lay her 
hands on the money to pay 
i e ‘silly little bills’ you sent 

h arles stared at him, shock- 

“This is all news to me, 
Greg. What the blazes are you 
talking about?” he demanded 
sternly. 

Greg said bitterly, “This — 

lady here wrote Gail asking 
her to pass on to you some 
bills totaling close to a thou- 
sand dollars. I saw through the 
whole thing at once, of course. 

You had let Gail know that 
there was a bit of money tuck- 
ed away in the bank for im- 
provements and expenses; she 
promptly wrote her mother, 
and immediately her mother 
demanded it. It was a pretty 
little scheme. Fortunately, I 
happened to find the le+ter and 
the bills where Gail had drop- 
ped them.” 

Round-eyed, incredulous, Lis- 
sa cried, “You read a letter not 
meant for you?” 

Greg met her outraged eyes 
directly. 

“I did,” he said quietly. “And 
I'm very glad that I did. For 
if I hadnt, Gail would have 
managed in some way to worm 

the money out of Uncle Charles 
—money that we’ve all worked 
for like dogs, and that is to be 
used to make life a little more 

livable for Uncle Charles and 
Rate. I saw no reason why it 
should be thrown away on some 
more of your foolishness.” 

Charles said slowly, his eyes 
hurt and a little sick, “So that 
was wvy you and Gail quar- 
reled.” 

Greg nodded. "From the mo- 

ment she arrived, I was sus- 
picious of her. I told her so 
quite frankly. But gradually — 

well, she was clever, as she 
would be, having been trained 
by Mrs. Prentice — sorry, Mrs. 
Kincaid. I let down my guard 
and next thing I knew, I was 

crazy about her. I’d have sworn 
she was on the level—until I 
saw the letter.” 

“But, you crazy young idiot, 
i didn’t know that Charles had 
any money—I mean, she hadn’t 
told me that he did—I mean, I 
thought, of course, that Charles 
"’as pretending to be broke, 
in order to keep from providing 
Gail with an adequate allow- 
ance.” Lissa was almost sput- 
tsring in her anger. 
fl Greg said quietly to Charles, 

We all wondered why, after 
sbe had been so anxious to keep 

ou and Gail apart, she sud- 
denly wrote and asked if she 
could send Gail to you for the 
summer. You can see now; it 
"as because she hoped to be 
able to wheedle a little more 

money out of you.” 
."Well, why shouldn’t he pro- 

vide for her? Gail is his child.” 
"He provided for you and 

Gail both, when he set up that 
bust fund for you,” Greg stat- 
ed flatly. 

"Oh, that pittance!” Lissa 
shrugged it off furiously. “It 
seemed a great deal to me at 

time. I was unbelievably 
"mv* and I had no idea that 

tr 

bringing up z. daughter would 
be so expensive.” 

“Is this true, Liss? That yotf 
wrote Gail and sent her bills 
for me to pay?” asked Charles 
slowly. 

“Only after Gail had written 
her that you had a few measly 
doll\rs in the bank, remem- 
ber,” Greg cut in. 

“That’s not true!” Lissa said 
sharply. “She wrote me soon 
after she came here and told 
me how desperately poor 
Charles was and that it would 
be out of the question for him 
to make her an allowance. I 
didn’t believe he was that hard 
up. But the child said she was 

happy and enjoying herself, and 
I saw no reason for changing 
our summer plans. But I defi- 
nitely did not know, from any 
letter of hers, that Charles .had 
money in the bank. Those bills 
were rather annoying and I 
simply saw no reason why she 
should not hand them over to 
him and have him pay them.” 

Greg was staring at her hard, 
his jaw set grimly. 

“And there was no collusion 
between you? She had nothing 
to do with your sudden idea 
that Uncle Charles should pay 
those bills?' You didn’t know 
that he had tried to give the 
money to her for a wedding 
present and I wouldn’t let her 
accept it?” he demanded sharp- 
iy- 

“Certainly not!” Lissa was 
icily indignant. “Though I can’t 
see what right you would have 
to prevent her accepting a wed- 
ding present from her father.” 

“I was her fiance — remem- 

ber me?” said Greg, and was 

silent for a moment, his eyes 
wide as his memory went 
box: how he had refused to lis- 
scene with Gail at the mail- 
silent for a moment, his eyes 
wide as his memory went 
swiftly back over that bitter 
scene with Gail at the mail- 
box: how he had refused to lis- 
ten to any explanation she could 
make; how he had condemned 
her without a- vestige of a trial. 
He was sick now, remembering 
her white face and her plead- 
ing, tormented eyes. 

Charles said after a moment. 
“So that was why she went 
a\ -ay — because you two had 
quarreled and she could see no 

way to clear things up.” 
“But where did she go?” 

wailed Lissa. “That’s what’s 
important now. Did she have 
any money? But of course, she 
must have.” 

“If you didn't send her 
any—” Greg begaq. 

“Don’t be silly — how could 
I?” Lissa answered impatient- 
ly, and did not catch the odd, 
almost startled glance that 
Martin gave her. 

“Then she couldn’t have had 
much,” said Greg, worried and 
uneasy. “Unless she wired 
some of her friends.” 

“She wouldn’t do that—she’d 
starve first,” said Lissa sharp- 
ly, and suddenly her eyes filled 
.with tears and she caught her 
breath on a little sob. “My poor 
baby!” 
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They were all alarmed now, I 
and anxious. 

Greg said slowly, “Norah and 
I took her to the train. We saw 
her off.” 

“What train? Where was it 
going?” demanded Martin, 
speaking for the first time. 

Greg looked at him as though 
only now remembering that he 
was present. 

“Atlanta,” he answered 
quickly. “She had to go to At- 
lanta as the first stage of her 
trip to Maine. This is an out- 
of-the-way spot; no matter 
where you want to go, you have 
to go to Atlanta as a starting 
point.” 

“When did she leave?” Mar- 
tin was suddenly in authority. 

Greg gave him the date and 
the train time. 

“Almost a month ago. It’s go- 
ing to be rather a problem,” 
said Martin mildly. “I’ll get in 
touch with the police.” 

Lissa gave a small, stricken 
scream. 

“Police? My baby!” she wail- 
ed. 

Greg looked at her with cold, 
unfriendly eyes. 

“If you’d betrayed just half 
this much concern about her 
while she was growing up, it 
might have been' more to the 
point,” he reminded her curtly. 

(To Be Continued) 

COLUMBUS NEARS 
RECORD TAX MARK 

$125,000 May Be Collect- 
ed During Month, Coun- 

ty Auditor Says 
WHITEVILLE, Sept. 26 —In- 

dications today pointed to rec- 

ord tax collections of $125,000 
for the month of September, ac- 

cording to W. D. Brooks, Co- 

lumbus county auditor and tax 

collector. 
“If the present rate of pay- 

ment continues through the end 
of the month, we are certain 
to reach $125,000 for September, 
bringing the total of 1947 tax 
collections to $221,000,” Auditor 

Brooks said. 
Up to September 1, $96,000 

had been collected from Colum- 
bus county taxpayers. 

If Mr. Brooks’ estimate .for 
the month is accurate, approxi- 
mately 40 per cent of the taxes 

will have been paid before 
October. 

The discount of one per cent 
for early payment will continue 

through next Tuesday. After 

that, one-half of one per cent 
discount will be allowed during 
October. 

Tax payments are expected 
to continue at a rapid rate at 
least for another month. 

THREE AMAZING FUR VALUES 
AT THREE AMAZING PRICES! 

MUSKRAT at its cfinest! 

$298 
Muskrat coats so beautifully manipulated, 
so soft, so luxurious, .as never before! The 
sparkling new mutation shades defy descrip- 
tion. Furriers have worked wonders with 
iris year’s muskrat coats, so many color 
variations, even expensive mink is envious 
so closely does it resemble this rich fur. Up 
to six months to pay on Wahl’s dignified 
Charge Account Plan. 

KID SKIN ever so beautiful! 
‘129.98 

Yes, Chinese Kidskin, best Kidskin of all 
from the Orient! Light as a Kidskin glove, 
yet so youthful looking, so lustrous, it’s pop- 
ular with all ages. Never at such low prices! 

SABLE CONEY 

Yes, Coney fur coats are inexpensive—have 
always been a favorite fur but never so 

beautifully styled—so beautifully dyed as 

this season. Light, soft and luxurious — 

they’re simply gorgeous and less than you’d 
pay for a fur trimmed coat. 

U 

214 North Front St. Dial 9567 or 2-1823 
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New Fall Suit 
§ 

at $18.50 
These fine all wool worsted 
suits in silvery chalk grey pin 
stripes on deep toned grey, or 

black pin stripe on lighter grey 
are remarkable buys on Bargain 
Balcony. One and three buttoii 
man tailored. Front and back 
pleat skirt. 

at $34.50 
The Suit Salon features these 
100% wool suits for Saturday 
Shoppers. The selection include* 
a grand variety in checks, stripes, 
and solid colors, and black nat- 
urally. Tailored and dressy type*l 

Hats For Fall \ 
ARE HIGH—WIDE AND HANDSOME 

$2.98 
Hats in this master designers group 
are modeled to enhance the longer, 

• lavishly styled suits, coats and dresses 
for Fall. Topped with a flattering 
feather, enhanced with ribbon, be- 
jewelled, or strictly tailored. 

clops Over OLll 

100% Wool Coats 
I 

at $18.50 
On Bargain Balcony — 100% wool 
three-quarter length coats with tre- 

mendously popular flared backs and 
detachable, plaid lined hoods. They’re 
the big fashion hit of the year! Black 
and colors. 

at $32.50 
Wahl’s Suit Salon stresses these re- 

markable 100% wool coats for Saturday 
Shoppers. Only at Wahl’s will you 
find coats like these (usually sell for 
$39.98 to $49.50) for such a tiny price. 
Gay, bold plaids, solid colors, with or 

without hoods. Full, free swing bar1-" 
> 

N Dresses 
j (bxctting dash ions dor dll (Occasions 

at $7.98 
Just one of dozens of charming dress 
thrillers illustrated at this popular 
price. The “CHEER LEADER” in perky 
plaid with wide felt belt topped with 
big white buttons. 

$10.98 
These ten ninety eighters are marvels 
for style and value! Plaids, solid colors. 
One and two piecers. Sizes for Juniors 
Misses, and Women. 

$16.98 
In this group are dresses usually sold 
to $24.98. You have dozens and dozens 
to select from. A few of each style so 

you won’t meet yourself out walking, 
dresses for every occasion, school, of- 
fice, street, and for all dressy occasions. 

Fall Bags 
$3.49 

Hundreds of perky fall bag.* tc 
choose from in our huge collec- 
tion. Gleaming gold and plastic 
clasps, s'muiated leathers and 
glowing plastics. Black, red, 
colors. Suedes. 

Cozy Sweaters 

$3.98 
100% virgin wool sweaters, chil 
killers for frosty fall and winter 
days. Wear them with suits, with 
"eparate skirts, slacks. The new- 
est cardigans, slipover* and 
colors here. 

Flare In Shirts 

$3.98 
The new skirt styles are some- 

thing to rave about! Huge col- 
lection in every new fall and 
winter style. Plaids, solid colors. 
Straight, gored, pleated, dressy 
longer styles In wools and crepes. 
See them Saturday! 
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