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I Star Program 
State ports with Wilmington favored 

te proportion with its resources, to in- 
clude public terminals, tobacco stor- 

age warehouses, ship repair facilities, 
nearby sites for heavy industry and 
86-foot Cape Fear river channel. 

City auditorium large enough to 
meet needs for years to come. 

Development of Southeastern North 
Carolina agricultural and industrial 
resources through better markets and 
food processing, pulp wood production 
and factories. 

Emphasis on the region’s reorea- 

Won advantages and improvement of 
resort accommodations. 

Improvement of Southeastern North 
Carolina’s farm-to-market and pri- 
mary roads, with a paved highway 
from Topsail inlet to Bald Head is- 
land. 

Continued effort to attract more In- 
dustries. 

Proper utilization of Bluethenthal 
airport for expanding air service. 

Development of Southeastern North 
Carolina’s health facilities, especially 
in counties lacking hospitals, and in- 
cluding a Negro Health center. 

Encouragement of the growth cf 
Oommercial fishing. 

Consolidation of City and County 
governments. 

GOOD MORNING 

The rank is but the guinea's stamp; 
the man’s a man for all that.—Robert 
Burns. 

The Health Program 
As a whole the North Carolina good health 

program, which former Governor Broughton 
Initiated, is among the most constructive 

projects the state has ever undertaken. In 

carrying it out the Old North State cai\ 
accomplish more for the health of its citi- 
eans. as we see it, than by any other means. 

This is especially true of the provision for 
additional hospitals of which the state has 

Jong had too few. This is the case not only 
With county, municipal or private hospitals 
but also with those operated by the state 

for mental and tuberculosis patients. 
For this reason we find it difficult to 

Understand why Mr. W. Kerr Scott, com- 

missioner of agriculture, should condemn 
the program as a whole on the ground 
that one of the provisions—a four-year medi- 
cal school and training hospital at Chapell 
Hill—is a device to “keep up with the 
Joneses.” 

The Star has never been convinced that 
the Chapel Hill project is fully justified. If 
the gtate is to create a medical school it 
should be in a large center of population, 
not a small college town. The need for 
medical pupils, even second and third year 
men, is experience in a hospital where the 

greatest variety of human ills may be con- 

tacted during summer or full-time intern- 

ship. This need was recognized by Cornell 
when it established its medical school in 
New York City, with its Bellevue hospital, 
Instead of Ithica. 

But the belief of the Star that Chapel Hill 
)■ not the right location for a state medical 
school does not lead it to condemn the 
whole health program. The Joneses and the 
Smiths and the Browns and every other 

family in North Carolina are too important, 
their health too vital, to allow one provi- 
sion cf the program to bring the whole 
under a shadow. We can only hope that 

Mr. Scott in addressing North Carolina 
farmers at Raleigh, was either mistaken or 

not quoted sufficiently. 

The Brotherhoods’ Demands 
In demanding a 30 per cent increase in 

wages, the five railroad operating brother- 
hoods declare the high cost of living leaves 
them no other course. If the demand is met 

H will mean an average $3 a day advance 
and add a billion dollars annually to oper- 
ating costs. 

The National Railway Labor Act machin- 

esy will start grinding. The lines obviously 
•vriil file protests and both sides have a 

chance to be heard. 

Hut, whether the increase, and also the 
demanded ohanges in operating rules, are 

granted or not, the fact that the brotherhoods 

pfooa the responsibility for their proposal 
Kjnarsfy on the oost of Mving points to the 

need for getting prices generally down to a 

msM and sane level more directly than any- 

thing else that has come about since the in- 

flation spiral started. 
The probable increase hi opemUng costs 

for the lines, if the demanded advance 

should be granted could have but one effect 

—a still higher cost of living. Every wage 

increase would do that. 
We have been dealing with inflation from 

the wrong end. 
As a result we are skating on perilously 

thin economic ice. Inevitably the ice will 

break unless we cut prices back to a sound 

level. 

Join The Thalians 
The Thalian Society has hoped to raise its 

membership to five hundred in its present 
campaign. There is no good reason why it 

should not have this or even a larger enroll- 
ment, and many reasons why it should. But 

the campaign moves so slowly toward the 

goal the Thalians are fearful that they must 

go into the approaching production season 

with curtailed personnel. Some of the old 

members are asking: “What s the matter 

with Wilmington?”--The question that in- 

variably arises whenever drives for 

support of public service drag. 
There is an answer which seems to fit all 

similar cases. Perhaps the trouble is that 

neither the cause itself or the reason for 

public support are fully explained. The 

Thalian Society, for example, is so generally 
taken for granted by the older generation 
of Wilmingtonians that any explanation of 

its long and honerable career — it is the 

oldest Little Theater organization * in the 

country — may appear superfluous. But it 

must not be forgotten that Wilmington has 

many citizens who have not learned the 

Society’s record, and so must know why 
membership is, in very truth, a mark of dis- 

tinction. 

The Star recently published a series ot 

articles dealing with the Thalians the pro- 

ductions of its members as well as the out- 

standing thespians who have been seen in 

its own hall. Among the latter are such 

names as Joe Jefferson, Richard Mans- 

field, Robert Downing, Robert Mantel, The 

Loie Fuller Dancers, Nat Goodwin and Max- 

ine Elliott, James A. Herne, The Ben Greet 

Players, Edna Wallace Hopper, Emma 

Calve and Lillian Russell. 
Surely there is merit in affiliation with 

the Society which provided the theater for 

such a group of entertainers. Wilmingtoni- 
ans who are not acquainted with the Thalians 
or its principal present undertaking — the 
restoration of the theater — would do well 

to visit the Public Library and read the 

articles concerning both in the Star. 

Among the many good reasons for joining 
the Thalians are two that cannot be over- 

emphasized. One k the privilege of help- 
ing support the organization which has 

weathered wars, vicissitudes, municipal in- 

difference, as a civic duty. The other is the 

real fun to be had in sharing the planning, 
the shaping of policies, the fellowship of 

similarly minded persons, and taking actual 

part in productions. The play schedule for 

the coming season is particularly good. 
Whether as participant or spectator, the 

Thalians are in for a fine winter’s entertain- 
ment. 

Itis hoped that Thalian Hall may be 

restored. The cost is to be much less than 

first estimated. While there is some possi- 
bility that part of the cost could be borne 

by outsiders it would be so much better to do 

the entire job with local capital. Your 

dollars, whether few or many, ean help 
make this possible. 

Little Enough 
The great State of North Carolina, imbued 

with a spirit of fair play and a desire to right 
all wrongs, even if those wrongs are arrived 
at through the so-called ‘due process of law’, 
has paid out monies to men who have served 

long periods of time in jail, the while inno- 
cent. 

Realizing that the money, more than $4,000 
in one case which was paid to a man for 

having served 15 years unjustly, k not 

enough the state offers its sympathy. No 
doubt the man will appreciate the money 
more. 

Sending men to jail, unjustly, often is due 
to circumstantial evidence and now and 
then a man is railroaded by persons who are 

lower than the lowest. 
In the former the system is to blame be- 

cause, more often than not, the “landside” of 
justice fails to follow its own professed be- 
lief that a man is innocent until proven 
guilty. 

In the latter, if subsequent investigation 
shows an unfortunate was railroaded by 
politicians and quack lawyers, the state 
should leave no stone unturned until the 
cudprits are brought to justice and given 
the maximum under the law. 

Too many persons have been jailed, total- 
ly innocent of any wrong-doing. It is equally 
true, too, that too many never reach court 
because of influence; they know a man (?) 
and sometimes its the judge himself. 

This sort of thing is what breaks down 
society and when society breaks down you 
have Europe, a ghastly threat to the whole 
world. 

The President’s Plea 
Mr. Truman, in an effort to give aid to 

Europe’s reported starving peoples, has ask- 
ed his fellow citizens in the United States 
to eat fewer slices of bread. 

At first glance some will probably see his 
plea in an incorrect light, but when one is 
prone to think a little and realize that if 
every person in the United States was to 
eat one less slice of bread daily they would 
be contributing in no small degree to the 
welfare of many innocent victims of war’s 
aftermath. 

Bread in this country has never been the 
main-stay of life, except, perhaps, in the 
pioneering days when the housewife could 
not run to the corner store and stock up on 

hundreds of items. Bread, in the olden days, 
was something mother baked twice a week 
and every one ate in large volume at every 
meal. 

But today things are different. There are 

so many other foods in abundance that 
bread, in many circles at least, is looked 
upon as a necessary wrapping for this or 

that kind of sandwich. 
The President Isn't going so far as to ask 

us to eat sandwiches with bread on one side I 
only. 1 erhaps had he asked us to we ^ould 
mcr_ clearly see how far advarccd the art of 

slicing ham has gone. 
Mr. Truman, in making his request, and 

it is not an unjust one, visualizes the bread 
in bushels. He visualizes ships laden with 
the golden grain arriving at European ports, 
and the hungry people there, some with 
tears in their eyes, perhaps, silently of- 

fering a prayer for the United States and 
its free enterprise system which has kept 
the nation in a position where it has found 

this true: <r 

“That it is more blessed to give them than 

receive.” 

Free Market 
BY W. H. CHAMBERLAIN 

The current state of economic illiteracy 
being what it is, there need be no sur- 

prise that current high prices have pro- 
duced a more or less vocal demand for re- 

turn to rationing and price controls. It is 
amazing how many individuals who would 
not believe that the government could 
make water run uphill or prevent the tides 
from taking their normal course cherish a 

naive faith in the possibility of equally 
fantastic miracles in the economic field. 

It is becoming fashionable to shed nos- 

talgic tears over the demise of the O.P.A. 
What the mourners forget is that O.P.A. 
was far more successful in driving goods 
out of circulation than in making possible 
steady and adequate supply at reasonable 
prices. Again and again its bad guessing 
hampered or throttled production by creat- 
ing distortions in the general level of 

prices, setting for example a high ceiling 
for an essential raw material and an un- 

economically low ceiling for the finished 

product. Moreover, what the O.P.A. saved 
for one of the consumer’s pockets it 

promptly took out of the other through 
the higher taxes which were necessary in 
order to pay the cost of food subsidies. 

Rationing, price control, subsidies and 
other artificial interferences with the law 
of supply and demand are nothing but 
slow poisons in the veins of a free econo- 

mic organism. In the beginning like harm- 
ful drugs in the human system, these false 
remedies may seem to afford relief. But 
the final result is always disillusionment, 
lowering of the standard of living, partial 
paralysis of production and a dangerous 
impairment of the Incentive value of 

money. 
A currency system is functioning prop- 

erly only when the principle of free con- 

vertibility is maintained at home 
and abroad. The surest sign of the econo- 

mic and social breakdown in Europe which 

preceded the outbreak of the Second World 
War was the collapse of the external con- 

vertibility of many currencies. One could 

pretty accurately mark the frontiers of 

dictatorships by noting the frontier at 

which the hapless traveler was set on by 
suspicious customs officials and badgered 
with questions as to whether he was taking 
money in or out of the country. 

Equally important is the internal con- 

vertibility of money at prices fixed in a 

free market. The temporary hardships of 

high prices are neglible by comparison 
with the permanent confusion and stagna- 
tion that, judging from all experience, 
would accompany an attempt to fix prices, 
profits and wages by government decree. 

A currency has no true external value 
when it cannot be freely taken out of a 

country and brought into a country and ex- 

changed for foreign currencies without let 

or hindrance. Whenever these conditions 
are not fulfilled there is almost always a 

wide spread between the arbitrary fictitious 
official valuation of the currency and the 

far more realistic appraisal of its true 
worth on the black, or free market. 

In the same ‘way money is only fulfilling 
its true function when an individual can 

buy what he wants, and as much of what 
he wants of anything he may find on the 
market when he wants it. To destroy this 

internal convertibility of money through 
the imposition of rationing and other con- 

trols is to insure the springing up of 

“black markets” where individuals can 

buy what they want and as much of what 

they want when they want it at the inflated 

prices, which are always an accompani- 
ment of black markets. 

The pages of history are strewn with 

the wrecks of well-meant schemes for es- 

tablishing price levels by mandatory legis- 
lation. Invariably the sequel to the in- 

auguration of these schemes was the ap- 

pearance ex' nefarious individuals called 

speculators, who promptly set up black 

markets” for the benefit of people who 

preferred paying high prices to going with- 

out goods entirely. This is the familiar al- 

ternative whenever the state tries to sup- 

plant the free market. 
The system of rationing, price controls 

and subsidies to keep down the prices of 

imported foodstuffs has been pushed to its 

furthest extreme in Great Britain. It has 

worked under favorable conditions because 
it has not been' nullified by the large-scale 
corruption which one finds in the regimen- 
tation methods of some of the continental 
countries. But, from the standpoint of stim- 

ulating individual effort and productivity, 
the results have been profoundly discourag- 

ing. What has happened is that everyone, 
without much effort, can earn an extreme- 

ly low subsistence livelihood, while no one 

lias much incentive to put forward the ex- 

tra effort that would increase the national 

output. 
It is difficult for anyone who has not 

lived under a tight rationing system to un- 

derstand how its mere existence lowers 

the general standard of living and elimi- 

nates the element of individual choice and 

taste. 
Price controls do not and cannot elim- 

inate inflation. They only drive it under- 

ground while removing the immense cura- 

tive value of a free market wnich offers 

the highest rewards in fields where scar- 

city is greatest. Our wisest economic deci- 

sions since the. end of the war were the 

abandonment first of rationing, then of 

price controls. The line of the free market 

should be held at all costs. It is essential 
to the efficient functioning of a free econo- 

my— the most productive economy the 

world has ever seen.—Wall Street Journal 

Quotations 
It is our duty to provide a program 

involving participation by all able-bodied 

voung American men under universal 

military training.—Gov. Thomas E. Dewey 
of New York. 

jt you want to estimate the strength of 

of a nation, it is by the dispersal of its 

industrial potential that you can evaluate 
i the possibilities of this nation to make 

war — Marshal Viscount Montgomery, 
chief of Britain’s Imperial General Staff. 

This Socialist attempt at the conscrip- 
tion of labor is only a passing phase. Bri- 
tain will rise again in all her strength and 
freedom.—Winston Churchill. 

We are right down to bedrock in Greece. 
Both sides have served notice they will 
back their position to the limit. If neither 
backs down the consequences will be dis- 

| astrous.—Rep. C- A. Eaton (R) of New 
I Jersey. 

“FREEDOM TRAIN” | 

Labor Board VS Robert Denham 
WASHINGTON — Much in- 

tense soul-searching is now go- 
ing on among the five members 
of the National Labor Relations 
Board. Soon, perhaps within the 
next few days, the board will 
be called upon to make a deci- 
sion which will have an import- 
ant bearing on the whole future 
of labor management relations. 
The board is confronted with a 

case involving a small Virginia 
A. F. of L. local. On its deci- 
sion in this case will depend 
whether or not the board re- 
verses the crucial anti-Commun- 
ist ruling of the bustling new 
“labor czar,’’ Robert Denham, 
general counsel of the NLRB. 
As of now, the odds are heavy 
that the board will use the Vir- 
ginia case as an instrument for 
reversing Denham. 

Denham has, of course, touch- 
ed off an enormous row by his 
strict interpretation of the anti- 
communist provisions of the 
Taft-Hartley act. He has ruled 
that the act requires all the of- 
ficers of the two national labor 
organizations, the A. F. of L. 
and the CIO. to sign an affi- 

By STEWART ALSOP 

davit swearing they are 

not Communists. By so ruling, 
Denham has irritated some of 
the Republican sponsors of the 
new labor law, reportedly in- 
cluding Senator Robert A. Taft. 
He has brought down upon his 
head the wrath of John L. Lewis 
He has split the A. F. of L. 
open on the issue, since Lewis 
has refused to sign. Most im- 
portant of all, he has cut both 
the CIO and the A. F. of L off 
from the functionings of the 
board. Yet Denham undoubtedly 
has good legal grounds for his 
interpretation of the act, and he 
has stuck stubbornly to his guns. 
Now the Labor Board will prob- 
ably decide to undo what its 
general counsel has done. 

The history of the case on 
which the board will soon rule is 
as follows: Early in September, 
A. F. of L. counsel Joseph Pad- 
way conferred with some of the 
board, and sensed that senti- 
ment among the majority of the 
members tended against the 
Denham ruling. But it was point- 
ed out to him that there was no 
case before the board on which 

U. S. Resources 
By PETER EDSON 

WASHINGTON, — The study 
of U. S. resources which Presi- 
dent Truman asked Interior 
Secretary J. A. Krug to make 
three months ago is now near- 

ing completion. This is the first 
of three investigations to see 

how much aid the U. S. can 

furnish Europe without go- 
ing broke. 

First draft of the Krug report 
is a typewritten document a^out 
three inches thick. When finally 
approved by all govern- 
ment agencies that have had a 

hand in its preparation, the re- 

port go£s to the President. It’s 
up to him to decide whether the 
report will be made public. It 
should be. 

There has been a tremendous 
amount of conflicting informa- 
tion put out about America’s 
dwindling resources and its in- 
ability to produce more. Value 
of the Krug report is th^t it 
will be a complete postwar ap- 
praisal of U. S. surpluses and 
shortages. As such, it should 
have as much bearing on future 
domestic policies as on the Eu- 
ropean aid program. 

Main thing the Krug report 
may point up is the. need for 
greater U. S. imports, particu- 
larly of the raw materials it 
lacks. U. S. imports have not 
come close to balancing exports 
since ’36 and ’37. Today, exports 
are running at the rate of $17.1 
billion while imports are $5.7 bil- 
lion — a 3-to-l ratio. Last year 
it was 2-to-l. And, while the U.S. 
is now exporting about eight per 
cent of its gross national prod- 
uct of $225 billion, it imports 
only three per cent of that. 

To the rest of the world this 
unbalance of trade is looked 
upon as a shortage of dollars 
with which to buy Ameri- 
can products. Properly viewed, 
it is not a shortage of dollars 
but a shortage of goods, which 
the U. S. needs to buy from the 
rest of the world to bring its 
economy into balance. 

U. S. supplies of things like 
tin — of which this country has 
none at all — must, of course, 
be imported before they can be 
exported in manufactured goods. 
In a slightly different category, 
the U. S. doesn’t produce enough 
copper, lead or zinc for its own 
needs. Any exports contain- 
ing such metals must necessari- 
ly reduce American stockpiles, 
unless trades can be made for 
increased imports of these stra- 
tegic materials. 

On materials like high-grade 
iron ore and petroleum the story 
is still different. U. S. reserves 

may be exhausted within a gen- 
eration, though they are more 

than ample now. Here it may 
be shown there is need of sound 
conservation practices and the 
development of new processes to 
refine low-grade ores and shale. 

There is enough American 
coal to last for centuries. With 
any kind of co-operation from 
the weatherman, the U. S. can 

produce all the food that’s need- 
ed. The drain on top soil to 
grow these extra supplies is in- 
significant, if good farming 
methods of normal soil conser- 
vation are followed. 

Any idea that the U. S. can’t 
turn out enough manufactured 
goods for its own needs and Eu- 
rope’s is, of course, fantastic. 
With the U. S. index of indus- 
trial production down from its 
peak of 239, in 1943, to 170, in 
1946, and a rate of around 185 
today, there is plenty of capac- 
ity to turn out more goods for 
wherever they may be needed. 

In final analysis, however, 
these things aren’t going to be 
settled on any economic basis. 
The play is for the Krug report 
to go to Chairman Edwin G. 
Nourse of the President’s Coun- 
cil of Economic Advisers, who 
will appraise the impact of the 
aid program on the U. S. — 

whether it will cause prices to 
rise still higher and things like 
that. 

Both reports then go to Secre- 
tary of Commerce Averell Har- 
riman and his committee of 19 
—10 big business men, six col- 
lege professors and two labor 
leaders, seasoned with one rep- 
resentative of the public, ex- 
Sen. Robert M. LaFollette, Jr., 
of Wisconsin. They’ll balance 
these two reports against the 
requirements for the Marshall 
plan drawn up at Paris, and 
make recommendations to the 
President on what he ought to 
do about the whole thing. 

The President will then send 
a message to Congress. Con- 
gress will appropriate the bil- 
lions it considers necessary, and 
that will complete the daisv 
chain. 

That means this whole involv- 
ed business will be settled on a 
political basis. The factors will 
be how much more burden the 
American taxpayer will stand, the effect of the aid program on 
U. S. price levels, and the de- 
gree to which European govern- 
ments will co-operate with the 
U. S. in return for aid received. 
In short, how much is America 
willing to pay to keep Europe from going Communist 

it could rule against the Den- 
ham interpretation of the law. 
With convenient rapidity, the 
present case materialized. 

The case involves the Arling- 
ton, Va., local of the A.F. of L.’s 
National Brotherhood of Electri- 
cal Workers. This local had al- 
ready requested a consent elec- 
tion of its employers, a radio 
station, and the N.L.R.B. In the 
first week of September, the lo- 
cal was informed that the N.L. 
R.B. could not certify it, since 
all the officers had not signed 
the non Communist affidavit*;. 
Then on Sept. 9, after making 
certain that all the officers both 
of the local and of the brother- 
hood had signed the necessary 
papers, the local again asked 
that the election be scheduled. 
Not unexpectedly, the officers 
of the local were informed that 
since the officers of the A. F. 
of L. had not signed the affida- 
vits, the N.L.R.B. could not con- 

duct the elections. 

Immediately, the local ap- 
pealed the ruling, which meant 
in effect that it was appealing 
Denham’s ruling over Denham’s 
head to the board. Briefs have 
been prepared by A. F. of L. 
lawyers arguing that the anti- 
communist provisions of the 
Taft-Hartley act do not apply to 
officers of the national labor or- 

ganizations. Another brief has 
been prepared bv Den- 
ham’s staff supporting his 
ruling. These are now being 
studied by the board members. 

There is, of course, no abso- 
lute certainty how the board will 
decide. Minds can always be 
changed. Yet it is reliably re- 

ported that at least three mem- 

bers of the five-man board are 

strongly inclined to vote for re- 

versal of the Denham ruling. It 
is an informed guess that this 
majority of three consists of 
chairman Paul Herzog, and 
members John M. Houston and 
Abe Murdock. They may be 
joined by James H. Reynolds, 
with J. Copeland Gray, one of 
the two new members, the only 
pro-Denham holdout. If this line- 
up holds, and if the decision on 

the case is not indefinitely post- 
poned at the last moment, Den- 
ham will be reversed. 

The results will be interest- 
ing. One possibility is that a 

major battle will begin withrn 
the labor board, between Den- 

Chronic Shock 
Cause Is Tolc! 

BY WILLIAM A. O’BRIEN, M.T>. 

The commonest cause of com- 

plications, when operations arc 

performed on chronically m 
persons, is a lack of red color- 
ing matter (hemoglobin) in the 
blood. 

Champ Lyons, M. D., and H 
S. Mayerson, Ph. D., New Or- 
leans, writing in the Journal of 
the American Medical Associ- 
ation, report that battle casual- 
ties in World War II often had 
too little circulating blood when 
sent back for operations. The" 
showed weight loss and devel- 
oped shock from small hemor 
rhages during the operation 
They had delayed or faulty 
healing of wounds and slow con- 

valescence. 
Ordinary laboratory examina 

tions may suggest that the 
blood is in good condition in 
chronic illness, but if the total 
amount is m e a sured it n 

learned that it is reduced in 
quantity. Insufficient blood vol- 
ume is caused by chronic in- 
fection, hemorrhages, inability 
to eat, burns, growths, ulcer? 
and liver disease. The condition 
has been called ,“chronic 
shock. 

A count of the red cells gives 
the relative proportion of blood 
cells of plasma, but does not 
tell whether there are enough 
blood cells for the body’s needs 
If a count is made just after 
a hemorrhage, the result may 
be normal, while, a short time 
later, the count will fall because 
of dilution. 

About one eleventh of ths 
body weight is blood. In an 

average man’s body, there js 

about six quarts of blood. Men 
tend to have more blood than 
women, and children have more 
in proportion to their size than 
adults. 

To overcome blood lack in 
chronic illness, Dr*. Lyons and 
Mayerson gave large daily 
transfusions of whole blood be- 
fore operating. When the blood 
was brought back to normal or 

slightly above, they considered 
it safe to operate. 

Attempts to feed chronically 
ill patients back to normal, be- 
fore an operation, may tak* ton 
much time. Some of those suf- 
fering with chronic infections 
can destroy protein faster than 
it can be given, or a serious 
disease may progress to an in- 
operable state. 

QUESTION: I am a woman 

in my forties. My pulse be- 
comes weak at times, and th* 
volume seems to diminish. I* 
this condition due to heart fail- 
ure? 

ANSWER While weak puls* 
may be one sign of heart fail- 
ure, there are other signs, 
which you do not aaention, 
which are more significant. 

Minus All Firewarks 
We trust that India and Pakis- 

tan will start off right by mak- 
ing a firm resolve for a safe and 
sane August 15.—St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch. 

ham and those who vote to re- 

verse him. When John L. Lev is 
shook his hoary locks and roar- 

ed his defiance at Denham, Den- 
ham is said to have had his 
crusading spirit aroused. A re- 

versal of his ruling now would 
cut him off in mid-crusade. It 
is hardly to be expected that ha 
will cherish tender feelings to- 
ward the members of the board 
responsible for this loss of face. 
Thus there is a chance that, 
unless the maximum of tact is 
employed, the board and its gen- 
eral counsel, whose function* 
are at least as important a* 

those of the board, will end up 
working at cross purposes. 

It will be interesting, too, to 
see. whether the leaders of the 
non Communist unions in the 
CIO agree to sign the affidavits, 
or whether the CIO as a whole 
will close ranks to protect the 
leaders of the minority of Com- 
munist-dominated unions. If the 
leaders of all CIO unions still 
refuse to sign, the A.F. of L. 
will be given an important ad- 
vantage over its rival organiza- 
tion. Most interesting of 
all, however, will be to see how 
the Taft Hartley act really 
works in practice, some- 
thing which it has been impos- 
sible to discern under all the 
dust kicked up by Denham's 
ruling on the anti-Communist af- 
fidavits. 

Copvright, 1947, New York 
Herald Tribune, Inc. 

Farewell, Old Friend 
An Editorial From T 

It stood, until a few days ago, 
as it had stood for more than 
threescore years — brown and 
solid and foursquare, on the 
northwest corner of Fifty first 
Street and Fifth Avenue — the 
last of the great Vanderbilt 
mansions on the lordly thor- 
oughfare that epitomized their 
New York of multiplying mil- 
lions of dollars and scintillating 
turns of fashion. For some 
years it had been suffering sore- 
ly. From its once sumptuous in- 
terior the rich furnishings had 
been spirited away; and, out- 
side, it had long shown peeling 
surfaces and broken windows, 
through which swept rain and 
dust and soot. But still it stood 
there, intact and unbending, a 

crumbling monument to another 
New York, the New York of 
Commodore Vanderbilt and his 
sons, of Mrs. Astor and Ward 
McAllister and Berry Wall, of 
street lamps burning gas and 
horses pulling hansoms — a 

younger New York, where life, 
old-timers like to think, was 

gayer and hearts lighter and 
happiness more frequently 
found. 

A few days ago the wreckers 
pushed through its portal. They 
began to pick at it* sturdy walls 
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and hack at its firm founda- 
tions. Very soon now rt will 
have joined those other van- 

ished Fifth Avenue Vanderbilt 
palaces—which no old-timer can 

fail to remember — that other 
“brick of chocolate ice cream, 

its twin, which stood just north 
of it; the splendid white Van- 
derbilt chateau, a bit beyond; 
the handsome brownstone struc- 
ture opposite the Public Library 
with its broad front windows 
and grand front steps; and the 
magnificent red chateau at the 
corner of Fifty eight Street 
from which Vanderbilts gazed 
northward at the green stretch- 
es of Central Park. 

On the final night of its ex- 

istence, before its last vestiges 
have disappeared, on that night 
now inexorably and rapidly ap- 
proaching, one wonders whether 
belated wanderers on Fifth Ave- 
nue will not suddenly stop 1* 
astonishment, gripped by a fan- 
tastic vision — the vision of 
smoking street lamps winking 
their flames in tribute to some- 

thing that belonged to their own 

New York—of shades of ghostly 
drivers of shadowy hansom 
cabs raising their whips and 
touching the brims of their old- 
time headgear in affectiwn*** 
spectral farewell. 


