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They were both still standing, 
Sam with his hands still behind 
him. the glow still in his face, 
his eyes dark and warm and 

bright. 
“I haven’t told you, have I,” 

he said, “that I’d planned to 
come up to Vermont <,0 see you 

and your mother after I saw 

SUZy and got a few things 
straightened out at home. Yru 
3crt of beat me to it. Now I’m 

sorry I didn’t head straight for 
Vermont af-ter my ship docked. 
Or would you rather I didn’t 
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drag in the post-mortems now?” 
“I’m glad you thought of us. 

If I had known you remembered 
us I’d have written you when 
you were overseas.” 

He didn’t answer. Alison look- 
ed at the bowl of chrysanthe- 
mums and at the fire and at 
the book of poetry Teresa had 
been reading. When it seemed 
an eternity had passed and he 
still did not reply, she looked at 
him. 

He said' “You make me sad 
at my lost opportunities, Ali- 
son.” 
“Another post-mortem. Shall 
we forget it?” 

He smiled a little. “The letters 
I never got? Your thoughts writ- 
ten down, your feelings? And 
you ask me to forget them?” 

The rush of cold was Teresa 
coming in. An unheard of thing, 
Teresa coming home early. And 
she was making an entrance: 
Sleet gleaming on mink, face 
radiant, red roses in her arm. 

The miracle that love per- 
forms in a woman’s face. 

“I had to get out of that mad- 
house today,” she declared, “I 
saw these in a window and had 
to bring home an armful. 
There's nothing like red roses 
in December. Will you take 
them to the kitchen, Alison? An- 
nette will put them in the silver 
bowl. She does an awfully good 
job with flowers.” 

Alison went to the kitchen 
with the roses and left them. 
Then r.he merely passed through 
the living room. 

“Where are you going?” Sam 
asked. 

“Oh, she studies in the after- 
noon” Teresa replied promptly. 
She was standing before the 
mirror lifting the absurd little 
mink hat from her freshly done 
hair. She looked at Sam through 
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the mirror. “I’m sure it won’t 
! disturb her if we have some 
I music. Suzy adores music, you 
know. Oh, you don’t know how 
good it is to come home!” 

Music Music filling the 
house, seeping into every cor- 

ner, creeping under the door 
of Alison’s room, ringing in her 
ears. She couldn’t concentrate. 
She could only listen to that sub- 
tle music. Even when she put 
her hands against her ears she 
could still hear it. Music, ex- 

pressing Teresa’s feelings, her 
passion and her triumph. 

Nor was this all. Later, feel- 
ing herself shrink inside her 
dress, she must go down and 
have dinner with them. 

• • 

She did not see Teresa and 
Suzy leave for Sam’s farm on 
Christmas morning. For Philip 
came in for her the night before 
Christmas Eve and didn’t take 
her back until four days later. 
There was another guest in the 
house, Tim Cassard. His mother 
had flown' to California to spend 
the holiday with her second son 
who was iti an Army hospital. 

Tim was still detached and 
seemingly bored, his dark blue 
eyes slowly moving. He was like 
a spectator at a football game 
sitting high in the bleachers but 
seeing and absorbing like a 

sponge every play on the field 
below. And he was alone. Even 
in a great crowd he would have 
had an expression of loneliness. 

On Christmas Eve in the 
afternoon Alison found him 
walking far from the house over 
the hard snow. 

“What brings you out?” he ask- 
ed. 

“I wanted to walk, too.” 
“Edna is making the final 

plans for the party tomorrow 
night and Philip had to go into 
town. If you’d rather I didn’t 
walk with ybu. .” 

He laughed low in his throat. 
“No. Definitely no. You’re sen- 

sitive to other people’s moods, 
aren’t you?” 

“You don’t want people." 
They had begun to walk when 

he said, “When you’re a prison- 
er you have so much time. 
There were quite a number in 

my contingent, pilots who’d 
had to bail out over enemy terri- 
tory. And then you wait and wait 
... and wait some more and 
eat lousy food and feel your 
bones freezing .and wait 
some more. And because you 
have so much time you begin to 
do everything slowly so you can 

'use up time. One of the fellows 
made a set of playing cards 
with odd bits of cardboard he 
could pick up. He took infinite 
pains with them and they were 

right down to the deuce—be- 
cause that, was another way 
of using up time. And you look 
at a house or a tree so long 
and carefully that you know it 
down to the last minute detail.” 

“The Russians came. And 
then you think that when you 
get home everything will be the 
same.” He turned and looked 
at her and smiled slowly. “So 
you go to the telephone and call 
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Sally and some strange voice 
tells you that Sally doesn’t live 
there any more, hasn’t in fact, 
lived there for three years. So 
you call Peg and she asks you 
to come around and meet her 
husband and baby. The baby 
walks and talks. He’s a big kid. 
And Joe has moved away and 
Steve got it at Iwo Jima and 
you can’t find anything to say 
to Charley.” 

“And so you’re made consci- 
ous of time all over again.” 

“Four years of it. But over 

there you seem to get the mis- 
taken idea that life at home has 
been static that people have 
stayed where you left them like 
your books and your old stamp 
collection. And all the time 
you’ve been having too much 
time they haven’t had enough 
to do all the living they’ve had 
to do.” 

“This time last year I’d have 
given anything in the world if 
I could have said that.” 

“You will before long.” 
“No doubt. This is no gripe. 

I’m not sore because I don’t 
know anybody any more and I 
have to get started all over. I’m 
glad that life didn’t stop here 
and that many of my old friends 
crowded in a lot of living in 
those years. Where I was in- 
terned life had stopped: time 
stood still for those people. Time 
and hope.” After a moment he 
said, “But if you’d like to hear 
a gripe, I have one.” 

“Does it have to do with 
French perfume?” 

He laughed dryly. “Yes, sort 
of. Why?” 

She told him what he had said 
the night she danced with him. 

Walking slowly, his hands in 
his pockets, he said, “One day 
I was standing in the heart of 
a wrecked city. Nothing but dev- 
astation. You can’t concieve.of 
it or what it does to you unless 
you’ve seen it. Debris, disfigure- 
ment, rubble. And a few people 
natives, thin hungry shadows 
poking among the ruins looking 
for something to burn to keep 
from freezing to death. I just 
happened to remember a letter 
from a girl here. I opened it 
and read it right there .Bring 
me a bottle of perfume,’ she 
wrote. ‘It’s much cheaper over 
there’. She wanted a bottle 
of perfume but the women of 
Europe wanted wood and bread. 
Nothing was cheap over there 
except life.” 
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Cotton futures closed irregular 
today following early steadiness, 
with final prices 15 cents a bale 
higher to 30 lower. Traders as- 
cribed the late reaction partly to 
technical reasons, following the 
market’s sharp advance on Wed- 
nesday. 

Cotton futures turned irregu- 
largly lower in late dealings on 

profit taking and hedging which 
found aggressive mill support 
lacking. 

Futures closed 15 cents a bale 
higher to 30 cents lower than pre- 
vious close. 

Open High Low Last 
Dec 32.65 32.90 32.60 32.65 up 3 
Nch 32.86 33.11 32.80 32.85 up 3 
May 32.83 33.03 32.74 32.74 off 6 
Jly 32.10 32.33 32.04 32.06 off 4 
Oct 29.75 29.82 29.60 29.60 off 5 
Dec 29.27 29.40 29.27 29.22 off 6 
Middling spot 33.15N off 2 
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