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JEWISH CALENDAR, 
5670—1018-1919. 

First Day of New Year Sat., Sept. 7 
Yom Kippur Mon„ Sept. 16 
First Day of Tabernacle.. .Sat., Sept. 21 
Sh'mini-Atseres Sat., Sept. 28 
Simchas-Torah Sun., Sept. 29 
Rosh-Chodesh Chesvan Mon., Oct. 7 
Rosh-Chodesh Kislev Tues., Nov. 5 
First Day of Chanukah Fri., Nov. 29 
Rosh-Chodesh Tebet Wed., Dec. 4 
Fast of Tebet Fri., Dec. 13 
Rosh-Chodesh Sh'vat Thurs., Jan. 2 
Rosh-Chodesh Adar Sat., Feb. 1 
Rosh-Chodesh 2nd Adar.,. .Mon., Mar. 3 
Fast of Esther Thurs., Mar. 13 
Purim Mon., Mar. 17 
Rosh-Chodesh Nissan ......Tues,, April 1 
First Day of Passover .....Tues., April 15 
Rosh-Chodesh lyar Thurs., May 1 
Lag B'Omer Sun., May 18 
Rosh-Chodesh Sivan Fri., May 30 
First Day of Pentecost... .Wed., June 4 
Rosh-Chodesh Tammuz Sun., June 29 
Fast of Tammuz Tues., July 15 
Rosh-Chodesh Av Mon., July 28 
Fast of Av Tues., Aug. 5 
Rosh-Chodesh Ellul Wed., Aug. 27 
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E D I T O R I A L  

THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 
In the death of Roosevelt the na

tion has lost one of its most pictur
esque characters. Although death 
transforms many commonplace mor
tals into saints, and many 'politicians 
into great statesmen, we believe that 
the final verdict on Roosevelt will 
be that his chief characteristics were 
picturesqueness and vigor. That he, 
was a man of great energy and force 
no one will deny. Nor will anyone 
deny that he used this abounding 
energy with a fine, discriminating 
sense of the value of impressiveness 
and effect. His judgment in such 
matters was unerring. He under
stood better than others the tempor
ary value of ideas, movements and 
tendencies. His understanding of 
permanent values, we fear, was not 
so clear. 

There can be no doubt that as a 
leader he served his country wells 
He served his country well when 
for a time he led in the attack on 
predatory wealth. He served it well 
when he raised a trumpet-like voice 
in his call for unhyphenated, whole

hearted loyalty to our country a$d 
its allies during the war. Like many, 
other great characters he was in a 
large measure a man of destiny. 
But once chosen by destiny, his 
vigorous personality did the rest. It 
remains for later generations to fix 
his true place in our country's his
tory. 

WHERE IS THE DANGER? 
The demands of the representa

tives of the Jewish people at the 
Peace Conference will be twofold. 
They will ask for the recognition of 
Palestine as the Jewish national 
homeland, to become, in time, a 
really Jewish commonwealth. And 
they will ask for equal rights for 
Jews as citizens of all other lands 
in which they have cast their lots. 

Is there any incompatibility be
tween these two demands? Must 
we apprehend, as some timid souls 
among us do, making this their chief 
objection to Zionism, that we shall 
be told that since a homeland is giv
en to us, there is no further reason 
why we should bother about equal 
rights for the Jews of Roumania, or 
Poland, or Finland, thus really 
jeopardizing the security of our peo
ple in those and other lands? The 
Jews of Roumania are citizens of 
Roumania, and no other country. 
How can their rights be denied 
them? 

Let us take a parallel case. The 
Sinn Feiners will appear with a plea 
for the complete independence of 
Ireland. Suppose it is granted to 
them, having convinced the Peace 
Conference that the Ulster problem 
has been satisfactorily 'disposed of. 
And suppose a million Irish Cath
olics, living in some Protestant 
country are denied equal rights of 
citizenship, and suffer from many 
annoying, humiliating, and injurious 
restrictions. Would the Peace Con
ference have any reason for turning 
a deaf ear to the plea of the million 
Irish to have their wrongs righted, 
because, forsooth, Ireland is now 
independent? Will the Serbs in the 
United States be refused citizen
ship because Serbia has been re
stored to their nation? Of course, 
the Serbs in America become loyal 
American citizens, even as the Jews 
do; even as the Jews of Poland will 
become loyal Polish citizens if fair 
treatment is given them there. 

Wherein, then, lies the discrep
ancy? We are sure that the mem
bers of the Peace Conference will 
reason more logically and more eth
ically than our Jewish anti-Zionist 
friends do. 

THE JEWS IN POLAND. 
The Jews in Poland are probably 

facing the most serious problem that 
any Jewish group is confronted with. 
For centuries they lived what was 
(practically an autonomous social 
life, having their own complete or
ganization for religious, educational, 
administrative, and all other cultural 
purposes, and assiduously cultivat
ing their own spiritual as well as 
social life. The Polish lords of the 
land had granted them all these 
privileges, not as a matter of par
tiality inspired by love, but as a 
matter of necessity, engendered by 
the Medieval conception of the 
Christian State, from which the Jew 
as a Jew had to be isolated. 

This social and cultural autonomy 
the Jews of P'oland now wish to 
retain, not with the same disad
vantages and disabilities that were 
involved in it in Medieval times, and 
that marked their political and so
cial inferiority, but with all the ad
vantages and powers that modern 
social and political groups possess. 
They wish to be loyal citizens of 
Poland, and to share with their fel
low-citizens in all the duties, bur
dens, as well as priviliges of such 
citizenship. But they also wish to 
maintain their group identity, and to 
insure it by a cultural and adminis
trative separatism, as far as their in
ternal affairs are concerned. 

The Polish nationalists are nat
urally opposed to all this. They 
are willing to grant the Jews the 
right of separate religious organiza
tion, but no more. We do not hesi
tate to say that the position the Jews 
of Poland wish to occupy will prove 
an extremely difficult one, and give 
rise to endless friction and trouble. 
To live in Poland and to maintain a 
distinct racial and cultural group 
identity there, as distinguished from 
the Poles, seems to us just as im
practical as it would be to do the 
same thing in England, or France, 
or America. The Jews can have 
only one national and cultural home
land, and that will be Palestine, as 
soon as they form there the majority 
of the population. 

A special convention of the Fed
eration of Roumanian Jews of 
America was held December 29 at 
the University Settlement to hear 
the report of Solomon Sufrin, the 
organization's delegate to the 
American Jewish Congress at Phila
delphia. Representatives from Can
ada, Cuba, and nearly every state of 
the Union were in attendance; 


