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WE are often told that Palestine 
is no more Jewish than Chris
tian, and no more Christian than 

Muhammedan; that by a strange, if 
not miraculous working of the genius 
of history, or Providence, the little 
country that forms the southern end 
of the Syrian coast, holds the sacred 
shrines of the three great religions of 
the world, and is therefore the holy 
land of the Christian and Islamic, as 
well as the Jewish world. 

We are also told that if any race 
or people has any valid historico-po-
litical claim to Palestine, and any 
right to set up a government there, 
it is the native Arab race that has 
lived there uninterruptedly these 
1,200 years, and is now there in a 
vastly preponderating majority. Let 
us therefore set forth the Jewish 
claim to Palestine over against those 
of other contesting religions and peo
ples. 

The unique position that the in
significantly little country occupies in 
the history of the world is due entire
ly to the Jewish people. This cannot 
be gainsaid by any one. If it is a 
holy land to Christendom, it is be
cause the founders and first propa
gators of the Christian faith, Jesus 
and his Apostles, were Jews living in 
Palestine. If it is equally holy to 
the Muhammedan world, it is because 
the founder of Islam linked his new 
faith directly to the faith of Israel 
by borrowing largely from its theol
ogy, its ritual and its traditions, and 
by adopting its heroes and prophets. 
It is sacred to Islam because it is 
the land of Abraham, of David and 
Solomon, of the prophets, and of 
Jesus, heroes revered by pious Mu-
hammedans only a little less than 
Muhammed himself, "the seal of the 
prophets." 

Palestine is the civilized world's 
holy land because the Bible, Pales
tine's great literary product, is the 
civilized world's holy book; and the 
Bible is the creation of Israel's soul. 
The world's greatest literary treas
ure was produced by the Jews living 
in Palestine. If nothing else gave 
Jews title and claim to Palestine, the 
Bible alone would. The Bible stamps 
Palestine as Israel's inalienable pos
session for all time. The Bible is 
Israel's deed to the land. Christen
dom cannot repudiate Israel's claim 
without repudiating the Bible. "And 
I will give unto thee and to thy seed 
after thee the land of thy sojourn, 
all the land of Canaan, as a perpet
ual possession," is God's promise to 
Abraham. 

But the Jew can lease his claim to 
Palestine on historical grounds even 
if the support of religious faith and 
theological doctrine is not recognized. 
Taking as our starting point the con
quest of Palestine by the Israelitish 
tribes after the Exodus, which means, 
leaving out of account the Patriarchal 
period, the people of Israel was in 
actual and uninterrupted possession 
of Palestine as its homeland and na
tional center for about 1,500 years, 
much longer than historical Greece 
was in the possession of the Greeks, 
or Italy in the possession of the Ro
mans; longer than any modern civ
ilized nation is in possession of its 
present homeland. And no nation has 
had so remarkably checkered a ca
reer in its land, so many triumphs, 
and so many tragedies, so much light 
and so much shadow; no nation has 
struggled so heroically for the pos

session of its land, and has brought 
such great sacrifices, or has. defended 
it at such tremendous losses against 
its enemies, as did the Jewish nation 
of Palestine. No nation has so com
pletely identified itself with its home
land as did the Jewish nation with 
Palestine. If ever a country was 
considered a true fatherland to it; 
people, it was Palestine to the Jews. 

The story of the Bible presents to 
us a long and formidable array of na
tions, great and small, that during 
the 1,500 years strove with might and 
main to dispossess Israel from its 
land, and only two of them, the 
mightiest in their days, actually suc
ceeded and one only for a very short 
time. Not to speak of the Canaan-
ites who opposed Israel's invasion and 
settlement to begin with, until finally 
subdued, there were the kindred na
tions of the Edomites, Moabites and 
Ammonites, who together with Israel 
formed the Hebrew group; there were 
the Philistines and the Arameans; 
there were the Egyptians, the Hit-
tites, the Assyrians, the Babylonians, 
the Persians and the Greeks. Only 
the Babylonians succeeded for a very 
short time almost completely to de-
Judaize Palestine. The Babylonian 
captivity lasted only about fifty 
years. Under Cyrus the Jews began 
to return and to lay the foundation 
of the second Jewish commonwealth 
which lasted uninterruptedly for 
about 650 years, until the armies of 
Bar Kokhba surrendered to the Ro
man legions. 

During this period of Jewish na
tional occupation of Palestine a great 
civilization was developed in the 
country—its agricultural, commercial, 
religious, literary and political life 
at times reached the highest degree of 
perfection. Its fields waving with 
golden grain, its vine-clad hills, its 
olive and citron groves, its almond 
and pomegranate orchards, and its 
stately palms, made it worthy of the 
description of "a land flowing with 
milk and honey." In the time of 
Solomon and later kings, as well as 
in the time of the Hasmonean and 
Herodian princes its marts vied with 
those of Damascus, Tyre, and Thebes. 
To its high literary achievements, the 
Bible, probably only a fraction of the 
entire Jewish Palestinian literary 
output, bears testimony. In religio-
ethical ideals and legislation it sur
passed the rest of the civilized world, 
and has furnished inspiration to the 
best in our modern civilized life. The 
government, in both its political and 
ecclesiastical branches, was well or
ganized, and twice the Kingdom as
sumed the proportions of an empire, 
under David and Solomon and under 
the later Hasmoneans. 

But even after the complete loss 
of its country and its independence 
the Jewish people was never resigned 
to this fate, never surrendered its 
title, never abandoned its hope of 
restoration. This perhaps constitutes 
its strongest claim to its homeland. 
No matter in what parts of the world 
the people's body was scattered, its 
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heart and its soul, for at least 1,800 
years, dwelt in Palestine. Its eyes 
were longingly, hopefully, and pray
erfully turned thitherward. It for
ever maintained that Palestine was 
its own, and would once more become 
so in deed. This is a unique phenom
enon in the history of mankind—a 
nation during 1,800 years of disper
sion making the hope of its restora
tion to its land an essential element 
of its religious faith. 

Such is the Jews' claim to Pales
tine. How does that compare with 
the claim of Christendom and Islam 
that have a few of their holy shrines 
there, due to certain by-products of 
Jewish spiritual life; or with the 
claim of the present native Arabs of 
the country whose race has been 
squatting there for about 1,200 years, 
not only without accomplishing any
thing analogous to the culture of the 
Jews, but actually allowing the coun
try to fall into ruin and desolation? 
The Ultimate Solution of the Main 

Palestinian Problem 
There can be no question that the 

presence of half a million or more 
native Arabs in Palestine constitutes 
a real problem in the ultimate reali
zation of the Zionist hope of mak
ing Palestine as Jewish as England 
is English, or Canada Canadian. No 
help of any kind in its solution need 
be expected from England. England 
will prefer to steer a clear course be
tween the two elements of the pop
ulation, and will, perhaps, in any case 
of dispute or friction between them, 
favor the Arabs rather than the Jews. 
For England needs the good will and 
friendship of the millions of Arabs 
and Mouhammedans in her other do
minions even more urgently than 
those of the Zionists. 

Moreover, the Zionists themselves 
are pledged to the pursuit of a strict 
course of justice in their relations 
with the natives. No attempt will 
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