
The Great Decade

Progress In Israel
ON ISRAEL’S Independence Day in 1948, David

Ben-Gurion opened his speech to the Knesset with
these words:

“The Jewish people was uprooted from its home-
land 2,000 years ago and scattered as a helpless min-
ority among the nations. Any other people that un-

derwent a similar fate would have vanished speedily
from the face of the earth, but neither exile, life in
foreign lands nor unparalleled suffering could crush
the Jewish people.

“Their profound spiirtual bonds with the ancient

homeland were never broken, even when they wan-
dered from one country to another, and their finest

sons returned to the Land of Israel and revived the
Jewish State.”

Now, 10 years later, Israel celebrates its 10th
anniversary of rebirth. What have been its accom-

plishments? They have been many and here in
capsule form are some of those miraculous accom-
plishments:

POPULATION During 10 years 915,000 im-

migrants came to Israel. The population of Israel

grew to 1,990,000 in March of 1958. Os this number

1,775,000 are Jews and 215,000 non-Jews.

ABSORPTION OF IMMIGRANTS Almost
300,000 housing units were built to absorb immi-

grants from many countries. Over 40 percent of the

immigrants are employed gainfully in industry, min-

ing, construction and transportation and another 15

percent are employed in agriculture. The “ingather-

ing of the peoples” is the really great story of Israel.

ECONOMIC PROGRESS —During the decade

since 1948 national investments amounted to 5,000

million pounds. Total import of capital was $2,551

million. In the Negev new mineral sources were un-

covered and high-grade oil was discovered at Heletz.

In agriculture the number of acres under irrigation
quadrupled from 75,000 acres in 1948 to 308,000 in
1958. Citrus is the main export, doubling in 10 years

to 8 million boxes in 1958. Electric power consump-

tion had quadrupled. New industries in steel, fer-
tilizers, tiers, automobiles and rubber goods have
sprung up.

TRANSPORTATION —Close to 1,100 miles of
asphalt roads were built in the 10-year period. The

entire railroad system has been rebuilt. A merchant

fleet has been built and expansion of the ports in

Haifa and Tel Aviv-Jaffa has been completed and

the new port of Eilat on the Gulf of Akaba is open

*for trade to the east. El-AlAirlines started operation

in 1949 and now links Israel to the world with the
record-breaking Britannia turbo-prop planes.

EDUCATION—The number of school pupils has

grown in 10 years from 99,437 to 493,100. A new

campus for Hebrew University officially opened

April 27 and a new campus is being built for Tech-

nion Institute. The Bar-Ilan University and the Tel

Aviv Municipal University are new schools of higher

education. New institutes include the Weizmann

Institute of Science, the Israel Atomic Energy Com-

mission, the Negev Institute of Arid Zone Research

and many others.

CULTURE—Israel now takes second place in

the world for the number of book titles published in

proportion to its population—6s titles per 100,000

of the population. There are many new libraries, 100

permanent choirs and 6 orchestras, led by the Israel

Philharmonic which has a beautiful new concert hall

in Tel Aviv. There are three outstanding repertory

companies and the Inbal Yemenite dancers have won

world-wide acclaim. Arts and crafts have developed

rapidly and archaeology has become a national pas-

time with many important biblical finds.

The accomplishments of Israel have been tre-

mendous, but Israelis have not lost their humility

or purpose. When Israel celebrated its 10th anni-

versary, Ben-Gurion declared: “Victoryhas not gone

to our heads. We know that our nation can hope for

survival only if we build a firmer economy, create

more significant cultural values and give the De-

fense Forces more and better equipment. ...”
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Three Dolls From Jerusalem
These are the young faces of a young nation. These are

youngsters at play in the kindergarten of the Bakka Settle-
ment Houses in Jerusalem.

Israel—We Salute You!
This is the official emblem marking the 10th an-

niversary of the Jewish State of Israel.
It is an emblem Jews and non-Jews throughout

the free worldcan be proud to wear.
For Israel was founded for freedom and exists

today as the one strong bastion of democracy in the
blighted Middle East. Israel, at the
age of 10, is a proud, young nation
still battling to secure its frontiers,
still pressing for economic stability.

\ Yet Israeli leaders will not call a
i j halt to the constant parade of immi-

grants into the country. Bringing in
* '*

the newcomers takes a tremendous
toll of the nation’s economic re-
sources. But Israeli leaders and peo-
ple remember that 10 years ago the

nation was founded as a haven for the persecuted, the
oppressed and the exiled.

The door has never closed in 10 years and the
dark-skinned, the yellow-skinned and the fair-skinned
.

. . the farmer, the doctor, the laborer, the scientist,
the teacher .

.
. the young, the old and the newly-

married ... all continue to pour into Israel.
No longer is there validity to the phrase “The

Wandering Jew.” The Jew has a homeland—a home-
land respected and honored by the free nations of
the world.

Israel—We salute you! May your next anniver-

sary bring peace, prosperity and happiness!
o

Rabbi Fox:

Jewish Quiz Box
QUESTION: What is the origin of the expres-

sion “Adam’s Apple?”
ANSWER: The slight projection in the front

of the neck which is formed by the larynx has come
to be known as “Adam’s Apple.” It is claimed that
the name came from the account of the sin of Adam

in the Garden of Eden. One theory contends that the

“forbidden fruit” eaten by Adam and Eve was an

apple. While Eve was able to swallow her piece of

the fruit without apparent difficulty, Adam was not

so fortunate. A piece of the apple is said to have
lodged in his throat, and he passed on this protrud-

ing mark of guilt to his male descendants. This be-

lief has gained strength because this structure of
cartilage does not seem to be so prominent in women.
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MORE THAN 100 years ago pioneering Jewish

merchants fought the ravages of the Arizona desert,
driving creaking wagons across barren stretches to
help settle the walled city of Tucson.

Seeking a new home and a new freedom they
were willing to sacrifice the comforts of the big
cities on the eastern seaboard of the United States.

To get to the adobe-walled city of Tucson in
those days meant a perilous trip by wagon of at least
400 or 500 miles. There was oftentimes a shortage
of water and a shortage of food and the angered
Apache Indians rode out of the hills to attack, pil-
lage and massacre.

But the Jewish pioneers who came to Tucson
fought off the perils and helped establish what to-
day is a magnificent desert city of more than 200,-
000. The Jewish population alone numbers in the
neighborhood of 7,000.

There are outstanding Temple and Synagogues,
a magnificent Jewish Community Center—which all
stand as a tribute to the pioneers who struggled to
settle the Old Pueblo.
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AND HOW different is the fabulous story which

unfolded in a similar desert country some 8,000 miles
from Tucson.

The great 10 year story of Israel parallels the
story of Tucson and Arizona.

The terrain and the climate of Arizona and Is-
rael is strikingly similar. In Arizona great pages
of history were written by the heroic pioneers. And
in Israel today the history book is being added to by
the great feats of the Israeli pioneers.

The west of the United States served as a haven
for many foreigners who found Democracy was only
a thing to be talked about in the big cities of the East.
Israel was solidly founded as a Democratic state,
and it serves as one of the most remarkable refuges
for the oppressed the world has ever known.

In the west we reclaimed desert land they said
could only grow stones, rattlesnakes and cactus.

Lush farmlands now extend from one border of
the state of Arizona to the other.

In Israel desert land lay unclaimed since Biblical
times and even the experts said the Israelis could
never live off such marginal and sub-marginal land.

But the Israelis used more than science to re-
claim the desert. They used a driving spirit and
courageous heart—just as did the pioneers of the
western United States.
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SO IT IS very natural that we, the editors of

the Pioneer Anglo-Jewish newspaper of Arizona,
THE ARIZONA POST, dedicate this edition to the
10th anniversary of the great state of Israel.

Many thousands of words have been written
about the great work of Israel in resettling homeless
refugees. And Tucsonans have poured thousands of
dollars into Israel to aid the work.

But there is more meaning for us in Israel than
the dollars we send.

The founding of Israel has meant a world-wide
re-kindling of Judaism. A new wave of respect has
spread over the world for the People of the Book.
We here in Arizona are a stronger Jewish commu-
nity because of Israel.

We are Americans, yes; to our neighbors we
are always Jews. And with the establishment of a
strong and Democratic homeland we have a new
pride in being Jewish. The great story of Israel has

reminded our neighbors that just as in the past when
the west was settled, Jews are pioneers . .

. are fight-

ers for righteousness and freedom . . . leaders of

Democracy and peace.

Israel has looked to us for dollar-aid; and we
have given. In return Israel has given world Jewry
wha it most needed—dignity and the respect of man-

kind!

Page Four


