Che Fouisiana  Democral

“The World is Governed Too Much.”

——“I_!F;‘ilﬁ'_lj. I:-IGQS.’;T, Busineﬁg_ﬁér;ger.

—

ALEXAND

RIA, LOUISIANA, WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 11, 1891.

v

OL. XLVI.—NO. 7.

“UNCLE WILLIAM’S PICTURE.

shoke his bead

t and 83y

icl'd round, tell wa

:d down

him, Lide and me,

Wi

hie looked, and fleshed
and freshed

; and breshed

1 her halr, and 'low
nyhow,
h mother now—

YOR MUTUAL BENEFIT.

A Reading-Room Plan That Was
a Great Success.

wOh dear!” exelaimed Mrs, Perkins,
dropping down into a chair, after
finishing her weelk's ironing; “I do
wish I had alittle time to read! Not
that 1 complain, but it doés seem as if a
fwoman's work was never done.?”

Iler consin Gertrude looked up from
the bloel house which she was building
{or the amusement of eighteen-months-
old baby May, and two sympathetic
lines showed themselves between ber
brows.

“Poor Nannie! You do have a busy
fife—and you are only two years older
than 1! DBut if I were you, I should not
iron those every-day sheets and pillow-
cases and towels so conscientiously;
and I shouldn't wear so many white
ghirts, nor dress the baby in white
every day.” :

“Oh! yes you would,” sighed Mrs.
Nanaie. I msed to think jnst those
thonghts. I knew before we were
married that Harry's salary would not
be large enough for us to keep a house-
maid, and T thought our housekeeping
would be a sart of play affair. T did
make so many good resolutions about
letting things o, and furnishing our
honse simply and dressing simply, but
oh dear! There is just about so much
to do, no matter whether you think you
will get along easily or not.  Monday
Is washing day; Tuesday, ironing;
Wednesday, baling; Thursday, sweep-
ing; Friday, mending and sewing, and
Batnrday, baking again!”

“Yes, Nannie,” hesitated Gertrude,
but then she went bravely on. “In
the first place, your washing is larger
than it need be—hush! you must listen
—it is, Your starched clothes and the
baby's. May would be just as sweet if
ghe were dressed in eolored ginghams,
and she would have a great deal better
time, and be healthier, too. 1 don't
wonder that you do not want her to
play in the sand, the way you dress her
=50 that is reform No. L.”

Mrs. Nannie looked as if she wanted
to be convineed of this, but that it
would take too much heroism and in-
dependence, so long as Mrs, Fuller, op-
posite, and Mrs. Lamson, next door, al-
ways kept their little ones so daintily
dressed.  But Gertrude kept on:

“So, if your washings were smaller,
Your ironings would be so much easier,
Yo0. Harry ought to have his linen
sent to the laundry. It is enough to
break your hack to bend over that table
8 long. Then comes Wednesday's
work. Yom cook too much—yes Yyou

: (1_0, Nannie!—that is, you coald set a
mlmpiur table,  You have too many
Pies and cookies and doughnuts. Yon
know it tales an awfully long time to
roll out all those things; and there are
somany desserts that are more whole-
fome and easicr made—eold puddings,
Jellies with ¢ream, custards, and you
lways have fruit in the summer. Why,
my dear girl, you are just spoiling your
omplexion by staying in the house so
Imuch, and standing over that hot
stoye,”

“But T have to, really,” interrupted
irs, Nan.

“No, you must listen. I have saved
Jou at least two hours each day, and
80w comes Thursday, Nannie, you
know that yom sweep when it is not
necessary.  And when you furnished
Jour house you ought to have nsed more
Straw matting, But then, I suppose it

idnot seem handsome enough; yet if
Fou w_r)ulil only wait for a little dirt to
8how itself] Oh, I have been so exas-
Prrated to see you sweep, sweep, siveep;
and mow I am going to say all 1 want
Y. having begun so fluently,” she
Aughed a little, but continued earnest-

+ "1t always gives you a nervous head-
8che after sweeping, for you are not
ontent with stirring up one room, but
Egeu”ﬂ'ﬂ through all the rooms that you

“But Aunt Martha looked as if she

ought T was a very shiftless house-

eeper.”

“l}h,.d unt Martha! yes, she is one of
ﬂ'lﬂt klml‘of women who polish their
3d;:§t11m¥! You can se¢ your face in it.

s *elleve in the old-fashioned way
9f housekeeping, neither do you, but
Y'f'l-\ ha\'or_x'l. quite the moral courage to
J‘L ¥ Bossip.  And your sewing, Nannie!
h‘l{?;n, you l:ircss tl\:r‘ }::Lb_v as if it werea
Chiid?{mcuhs' and it is not in good taste.
e 1t ought to wear very stmple
g nstead of tucks and flounces and

mm;:ns.. And your own gowus might
s hume with fewer stitches; and instead
ot mlgsg' your sh_ects and pillow-
chine,"F and, you might use your ma-

2 t::}na.”‘ protested Mrs. Nannie, in

“Well, it

f‘ém e i
umayny p on this way, by

4 are ten years older, and

you ought to be a young, fresh, healthy
woman at thirty-five, instead of which
you will be thin and tired and sallow,
with a chronic head and backache, al-
ways staying in the house, unable to
walk or enjoy any thing out of doors;
never reading, but engrossed and wor-
ried for fear you are not as good a
housekeeper as Mrs. Winslow: your
horizon bounded By a disheloth, a
broom and a needle! Oh, Nannie! you
are too good and sweet and clever to
become 4 mere maching!”

-']‘hf're was a little silence: then Mrs.
Nannie spoke, and her voice was alittle
husley, yet there was a new ring in
it, as if she wounld look beyond her
world that was growing so narrow,

“What would you have me do? There
is no library in town—this is only a
little New England village—and I don't
believe there are women enough here
who would take interest enough to
form a magazine c¢lub.”

“Have you ever tried?” asized Ger
trude,

"*No—" Mrs, Nannie hesitated.

“Well, I have aplan. Atthe end of
the weele T will tell it to you, if it sue-
ceeds, and you must agree to the con-
ditions?”

And so the matter was left.

When Saturday night came and thoe
worlt had all been done, and baby May
was sound asleep, Gertrude drew Mrs,
Nannie down on the sofa beside her,
tool a paper from her pocket and said:
“How would you like a reading-room?"

Mrs. Nannie's eyes grew bright,

“Well, you may have one. IThavehired
that room over Mr. Brown's store. It
nsed to be Mrs, Jaekson's dress-making
rooms, Well, I have hired it for a year
—that is my share.  Oh, never mind, it
wasn't much. Well, here are nearly
fifty names; they represent twenty
families, and each- person pledges only
one dollar apiece, which makes fifty
dollars, for papers and periodicals.
You can seleet what yon wish—prob-
ably a daily or two; the leading maga-
zines—an art magazine, book review,

| juveniles for the young, and whatever

else you wish, for there will be a few
more dollars added yet. I have been to
Dr. Moore, and he has kindly offered to
have the floor painted.  Mrs. Williams
has given her old drugget for a large
rug; Mr. Barnes has sent over several
pictures, sad some of the young people
arc going to put up red Canton flannel
draperies at the windows, and others
are to donate chairs and tables. The
room will be very cozy and attractive.
Every thing will be in working order
by the first of October.”

*This is like a fairy story! You are
a witch, I beliecve. No one else could
have ever opened these purses.”

“People scemed very willing, after
the first hesitation, of course. It all
will not cost them more than two dol-
lars aplece for the year—wood and
lights, you know, included. Any way,
it is a good experiment to try. I should
advise you to form a club, and meet at
least onee a weelk; then the library can
be kept open two or threo hours each
afternoon and evening. You can all
tale turns, you know, if it is necessary
to have some one there.”

“It is perfectly lovely!” exclaimed
Mrs. Nannie, unable to say more.

The next summer Gertrude came to
visit her cousin, and though, of course,
she had heard about the success of her
little literary undertaking, she was
glad to see for herself how much good
had been done.

“IWe could not get along withont it!"
said Mrs, Nennie. “Why, we have
something to ituink about besides our-
selves and each other. We know what
is going on in the world, and it has
given us a new interest in life. Then,
too, we grow more social; I think you
will see that the people are very much
improved. Everybody is so kind. We
have had books given us. We found we
needed a eyclopedia, for reference, and
when Mr. Simms, the clergyman,
bought a new Britannica, ho gave us
his old set. And he is such a help to
us. We have a regular elass in Uni-
versal Literature, and Political Science,
too; Mr. Simms teaches ns. We women
are learning a great deal about our
country, and I think the voters are
growing o little wiser., The boys are
better behaved and more polished, and
the girls more cultivated. We married
people do what we can; then it is so
pleasant to get out together. We have
something to talk about besides bon-
nets, pies and the baby's last tooth,”
laughed Mrs. Nannie.

“And you can ‘slight’ housework a
little?” questioned Gertrude mischiev-
ously, then added: *Why, you look as
young as you did when you were first
married—handsomer, too!”

“Sp Iarry tells me,” blushed Mrs.
Nanonle. “I manage to walk a little
every day, too, I agree with you, there
is nothing like fresh air and sunlight.
Hatrry has me use dumb-bells and In-
dian clubs, and mow is going to put up
some chest-weights. I used to say that
1 had all the gymnastics I wanted with
a broom and wash-board—but bocka
broaden one sol”

Gertrude refrained from saying: “I
told you sol”

] think the men like it immensely.
Instead of getting off by themselves
and smoking in some store, they always
find companionship at the club-room,
and we are not infellectual enough yet to
frighten them. How narrow we were
growing, until you came here, like a
good Samaritan, and led us in the right
direction.”

“Tt is deplorable,” admitted Gertrude,
titn lenow how provincial villagers often
become, and it is so unnecessary. I
know that individuals can not always
buy books nor subscribe for magazines,
but on this mutual benefit plan a great
deal ean be accomplished with very lit-
tle expense.”

“I am going to write about it!" ex-
claimed Mrs. Nannie. *‘I presume there
are hundreds of villagers just as be-
nighted as we were. Why, we could
not live without our reading-room; and
more than that, we haye learned how to
work without becoming slaves, or jaded,
faded old women."—Mrs. Merry, in
Good Housekesping.

—The Wife—"I leave your roof to-
morrow.” Husband (tired of extrava-
gance)—*‘Thanks. I'm glad you leave

me gomething."—St. Joseph News.

FAT-FRYERS PERSEVERE.

Ihe Systematls LRobbery by the Monop-
olistic Force and Froud Party.

The High Tariff Association of pro-
tected monopolists held one of its peri-
odieal love-feasts in an Eastern eity the
other day, and resolved to push the

perpetual in this country. Conspicuous

Proteetivn Porter, who has devoted all
the resources of a misspent life and of a
perverted arithmetic to the task of
proving that a people can remain great,
rich and prosperous only by submitting
cheerfully to systematic and gigantic
robbery, © s

In view of the stunning blow whieh
the producers, toilers and tax—p:iyers of
the United States dealt this High Tariff
Association of highly protected monop-
olists in November last, it would be in-
struetive to have an exact diagram of
the protectionists’ plan of campaign
from now until the Presidential eleetion
in 1882, Their notions of what they
want were fully set forth in the Me-
Kinley tariff law, which, after being
thoroughly discussed all snmmer and
most of the antumn, was rejected by
the voters with a vehemenee and em-
phasisthat leaves no doubt, of their pur-
pose not to submit voluntarily to such
conscienceless robbery, Do the tariff
barons expeet to convinee these millions
of voters in the short space of less than
twenty-two months that they made
arrant fools of themselves on the 4th
of November?

Popular enthusiasm is fickle, but the
will of the American people is not so
lightly formed nor so lightly set aside.
There is not a precedent in the whole
of American history to cneourage the
monopoly-protection propagandists in
the hope that this American people,
when it assembles at the polls in
1892 will reverse the ' decision
it rendered at the polls in 1800
The almost unbroken precedent is thoat
the principles and the policies which
carry, by a decisive sweep, in the mid-
term Congressional elections | prevail
also in the Presidential elections two
years later. Nobody bnows this better
than the wealthy apcessiul manu-
facturers who have resolved to put
forth their best efforts for the per-
petuity of the MeKinley ideas of taxa-
tion.

As there is no hope of obtaining a re-
versal of the popular verdict by the or-
dinary engines of politieal discussion,
their principal trust must be in the
favorite Republican @ arguments of
bribery, foree and frand. ‘They will
submit to fat-frying as cheerfully in
1802 as they did in 1888, If'the condi-
tions seem at all favorable to success
they will ladle out their dollars to eor-
rupt the election of 18)3 even more
liberally than they did to eleet Havri-
son in 1888. All the power that the
“control of the purse-string” gives them
over their employes and others with
whom they have business dealings will
be exerted to the fullest.

But all this will nc.t suflice, and the
factory lords are not depending on it.
A part of their work has been done to
their hand by Hon. Robert Protection
Porter, whom they thrust into control
of the eleventh census for the purpose
of robbing of representation constitu-
encies who object to being plundered
for the enrichment of a favored class
in & favored section. A good many
electoral votes and a good. many
Congressmen  opposed to  monopo-
ly protection have thus been gotten
rid of. Still, with the growing political
revolution in the West, the protection-
ists are far from sceing their way clear.
The force bill is therefore pressed with
all the money and all the power of
the High-Tariff League. The hostile
votes that Porter has spared, and that
can not be bought or bulldozed in the
usual way, are to e suppressed in 1892
by this revolutionary device which a
conspicucus organ of the protectionists
has declared **has o dozen tarift bills” in
it. If the West objects to paying trib-
ute to New England the West must be
muzzled in Congress by negroand seala-
wag Representatives electedin the South
by Benjamin Harrison and force bill
returning boards. ' In order to appease
the ‘hunger ‘'of some few hundreds of
blood-sueking monopolists “the aim is
to revolutionize the whole fabric of
free . representafive ‘govermment in
America. o ot EDELO

The census, which ‘the constitution
malces the hasis of ourrepresentative sys-
tem, hasalready beendebauched through
the ready connivance ot an'alien mer-
cenary who has earned his living ever
since he came to this ‘comnbry by mak-
ing figures lie for the Rapublican party.
Hoar, Edmunds, Frye and the rest of
the New England desperadoes are now
striking at the root of free elections. It
is the greediest and most disgraceful
conspiracy that ever came to the sur-
face in Washington.

The conspirators may be sure of one
thing. This is a big country andit is
very ctrong. The American people arc
a hard-headed lot; they can take care
of themselvea and they willdo it. When
they ars thoroughly tired of this fool-
ishness they will stop it, and they are
very weary already.—5t.  Louis Repub-
lic.

ODIOUS IMPERIALISM,

The Tend of Rep n Method
Overthrow o Free YVote.

In the vontest over the fraud and
{orce election bill there is evidence of a
tendency on the part of the more con-
servative Republicans to press amend-
ments to the measure calenlated to
modify its odious imperialism.

The suggestions have value as ealling
the attention of the country to pro-
visions so detestable that even the
strongest Republicans hesitate to ac-
cept them. But they have another and
a less agreeable, significance. They
evince the effeet of the pressure of the
floater fund machine for sid to the
project that has become the savorite of
the Administration, becanse in no other
way is there recasonable prospect of
overcoming the popular majority
against the Republican party. A frec
vote and a fair count would mean the
election of a Democratic President and
another Democratic ~1ouse of, Repre-.
sentatives in 1802. 'Trained to,reliance
on the methods of intimidacon and

ta

chicanery, the lmperialistic chicfs fail

crusade to make monopoly tariff taxes |

among the brethren was Ilon. Robert

Fliamentary law.

‘to sec that their wreasonable efforts can
have no other result than to render the
popular uprising against them irresist-
ible and well-nigh universal.

The most noteworthy of the modifica-
tions proposed  are those of Senator
Teller and Senator Stewart. The for-
mer secks to provide for the exercise,
by officers of elections, of ministerial

powers only, as  distinguished from |

judicial, while the latter proposes that
Congressional vetings under the new
statute should take place ona day dif-
ferent from that upon which State andi
local officials are voted for, The former
amendment, if adopted, might have

.| some tendency toward curbing the ex-

ercise of :arbitrary power by subordi-
nates, and the latter would prevent the
degradation of local elections by cen-
tral  despotism, The bayoret would
still be over every ballot for Congress-
man, but its banefnl gleaming would
not affront the eyes of voters for mom-
bers of btate Legislatures or officers of-
commonwealths, municipalities or town-
ships.

No modifieation has been proposed,
nor can any. be offered, that will render
the bill tolerable to liberty-loving minds.
The fraund and force clection hill,
whether modified by the silver Sena-
tors, with the bayonets hooded by Hoar,
or with them unvailed by Quay, is rad-
ically and essentially vicious and trea-
sonous. Under any circumstances it
would be the duty of members of Con-
gress to fight such a proposition to the
bitter end. .

The general duty of faithful Senators
is emplmsized’ and enforeed by the
gpecial ¢ircumstances of the time. The
people of the United States have passed
upon the issue of the frand ‘and force
election bill, and by an unprecedented
majority they. bhave ordered Congress
not to enact any such measure. Every
vote for the bill, and every failure to
oppose it by any available means, is a
disobedience of the supreme order of
the sovereizn American people. If is
especially the duty of Democratic Sen-
ators to leave nothing undone that hon-
est men can do; to omit no. honorable
device to prevent calamitous reversal of
the people’s vote.

“Were epposition hopeless, relaxation
on the part of the opponent might be
excused. But opposition is not hope-
less. Thelife of the present Congress
ends with the third day of March.” Un-
less the revolution in the suffrage be
accomplished before that time, it can
never be cffeeted, and the safety of
home-rule elections will be forevermors
assured. « It {8 therefore inenmbent on
the Democratie Senators to obstruct the
progress of the fraud and force election
bill by ¢very means permitted by par-
The rules of the Sen-
ate have not been altered. Gag law
does not prevail, and the privileges of
a free deliberative body must be exert-
ed to the utmost to prevent revolution.
—N. Y. Star. i

INFAMOUS CONSPIRACY.

Free Government Threatened by the Foree
Eleotions Bl

In many respects the desperate deter-
mination to pass the force bill that has
been manifested by the leaders of a
beaten and repudiated party resembles
the activity of the Southern members of
James Buchanan's Cabinet after the

worthies foresaw the rebellion, and
swhile yet in power did what he could to
furthér the cause of disunion. That
the United States Government which
was turned over to Abraham Lincoln
in 1861 was capoble of resisting armed
tréason for'a single day was due to no
fault of these lingering official repre-
sentatives of a rule that had met the
most emphatic public condemnation.
%0 now, if the shameless crew at Wash-
ington, representing force and fraud,
plunder and waste, shall leave the Gov-
ernment where the people can reach it
as they did last fall it will not be be-
cause they have not tried to establish a
law that would perpetuate their own
power regardless of the popular will.
The new foree bill has no other mo-
tive but the destruction of free gov-
ernment. It is intended to give a Re-
publican President, surrounded by the
most capable political villains that the
earth now holds, the power to re-cleet
bimself and to return a Republican
monopoly Congress in 1892, The fanat-
icism of Hoar and the swinish drunken-
ness of many of his assoeiates whohave
sought to force this odious measure
through the Senate are characteristic
of so infamous aconspiracy. The tine
will ecome when this treason to the
people will be as cdious as is the
traitorous record of Thompson, Floyd
and Cobb.

Drinken United States Senators may
depend upon it that the people are very
suber and that the shameful proceed-
ings that are marking the lust days of
Republican rule in Washington will
leave as lasting an impression upon the
public mind as did the closing acts of
the slave oligarchy in 1861.—Chieago
Merald.

NEWSPAPER NOTES.

— When Democrats are defeated
they surrender like men. When Re-
publicans lose the fight, a conspiracy to
set there by foul means is straightway
organized.—Utica Observer.

The picture of the g. 0. p. drawn

sgerificing o humane measure to which
it stands pledged in order to plunge the
country into’ financial disaster. They
ought to know their own party.—De-
troit F'ree Press.

——Mr. MeKinley Smith—Youfellows
may talk as much as you please; but we
Republicans are going to keep right on
sawing wood. -

Mr. David B. Jones—You are wise.
You'll find this is going to be a pretty
cold winter.—Puck.

——It seems that, finding themselves
outelassed by the Democrats in the or-
deal of “physical endurance,” the Im-
perialists will try to devise a new ver-
sion of the gag rule, into the support of
which they may dragoon a majority of
the Senate. It wonld be an act of
shrewd party polities, as well as of pa-
triotic daty, for to-morrow’s caucus to
abandon the programme of frand and
force, and give attention to legislation
in the interest of the people.—N. Y.

Star.

tachment.” So have we; Ne. Ts, with |

clectionof Lincoln, Everyone of those:

by its friends represents it jusnow as |  Braka, in COTtTy.

‘PITH AND POINT.

~—Where you will find the girls and
boys industriously paring—at an appla
bee.—Drake's Magazine. X

='Emmeline, can you keep a secret?”
he whispered hoarsely. ‘“‘Idon't know;
Inever tried to. What is it?"—Phila-
delphia Press, et

—Great diffienlty will soon he experi-
enced in  deciding which ‘of the two
cakes of ice left at your door is the
milk..~Lowell Citizen. N

—“1" guffer ‘dreadfully from ' insom-
nia,” said: the novelist. -“Then you
don’t do  your own . proof-reading?”
queried Cynicus.—N. Y, Herald,

—If the time ever comes when an or-
dinary'man weighs more than & ton it
happens along about the time & boot-
black calls . him ‘“Colonel.”—Ram's
Horn. ! sl }

—A  clock' mannfacturer advertises
that his wares have “a dead beat at-:

nails in the heels and extra heavy
—Philadelphia Traveler,

. —Do youn have muchexcitement down
here on the beach? “Oh, yes. Witha
good rlass I ean see sea serpents al-
‘most any day.” “A good glass of
what?”—5t, Paul Pioneer Press. :

—Son—“Father, I am twenty-one
and I want a silk hat.” Father—“But
you haven't ® dress suit’ yet.” BSon—
#No, but I would have to have one if I
had a silk hat.”—Clothier and Fur-
nisher.

—'You are more than beantiful,
madam.” **Don’t flatter, sir—don't
flatter. I can notforgeét thatI am thirty
years old.”  *Buf what are thirty years
in comparison to. eternity?'—I'licgendo
Blatter. )

—The Race Improving. — “How. ia
your son getting along at school, Un-
clé Abe?” “Mighty fine, sah. Gitten
ter be a gem'man mighty fast. Ye jea
orter see how he makes fun of us two
ole ignerent nigger folks when he
comes home. It -makes me mighty
proud, sah.”"—Epoch.

—Returned for Repairs.—Dashaway—
“Do you remember that some time ago
I borrowed an umbrella from you one
night, when it was raining! Here it'is.”
Cleverton—"Youn don't mean to say you
have brought it back!” Dashaway—*"0f
course I have brought it back, I want
it re-covered.”—N. Y. Sun.

—The Chief Clerk (aside)—**His royal
nibs: ain't himself to-day. XKind of
silent pnd sad. Wonder what's up.”
Unregenerate Office-Boy (sotto voece)}—
“Guess my little plan worked. Knowed
it would when I fastened the type-
writer's yaller hair on his overcoat last
night, An’ I'll do it every time he calls
me & chump.”—Pittsburg Bulletin,

—TFlorine—*Have you heard, Wini-
fred, of the death of our young friend,
Charlie Addle?” Winifred—*‘No. The
poor fellow’s really dead, eh?” Florine
—He is, and his' death is an event
which will leave quite a void in our lit-
tle circle.” Winifred —‘Ilow appropri-
ate! It couldn't leave any thing that
would more eloguently recall him to
mmd.”—Boston Courier.

—A ‘well-<dressed, ladylike-looking
woman entered a street-car the other
day with her little boy of about six
years of age. .»On the eonductor coming
to collect the fares, the lady handed
her little son a fifty-cent piece, he being
nearer the door, - The little fellow éx-
smined the coincarefully and then gave
it to the conductor. Scarcely had the
man returned the chanpe than the
youngster clapped his hands, and look-
ing at his mother exclaimed trinmph-
antly: ‘Mamma, mamma, he has taken:
the bad fifty cents.” —Demorest's
Monthly.

THE OBSTINATE CAMEL.

An American's First Experlence with the
Lumbering Animal.

If any other animal gives ont it is still
possible to make it travel o few miles
by & judicious use of patience and a
club; but not so with a camel. When
he lies down he will get up only when
he feels like doing so; yom may drag at
the string which s fastened to the stick
through his nostrils till you tear it out,
he will only groan and spit. It wasmy
first experience with camels, and I
vowed that it would be my last; for,
taking them altogether, they ave the
most tiresome and tronblesome animals
I have ever geen, and are suited only to
Asiatics, the most patient and long-suf-
fering of human beings,

Besides their infirmities of temper,
resulting, I believe, from hereditary
dyspepsia, as evidenced by such coated
tongues, offensive breaths, and gurgling
stomachs asI have seen with no other
ruminants, they are delicate in the ex-
treme. They can work only in the win-
ter menths, for as soon as their wool
begins to fall, Sampson like, their
strength abandons them. -

They can travel only over a country
where there are no stones, for the pads
of their feet wear out and then they
have to be patched, a most tronblesoms
operation. The camel is thrown and a
piece of leather stitched op over the
{foot, the stitches being taken through
the soft part of it; in'¥His condition it
may travel till the.sldn has thickened
again; or, what is more likely, until it
refuses to take a step.—W. Woodville

tips.

" He Necded & Wife.

A recent wedding in England was so
interrupted that the friend of the wed-
ded pair found special reasoh to econ-
gratulate them when the ceremony was
at last over. All went merrily until
the bridegroom was catled upon to pro-
duce the weddingring. In yain he felt
in his tronsers’ pocket for the indispen-
sable trifie. Nothing counld be found,
except a hole through which the ring
had evidently fallen into the high boot,
which is adopted by young men of that
district. . What was he to do? “Take
your boot off,” said the parson The
suspense and silence were painful. The
organist, at the priest's bidding, struck
up a “voluntary.” The young man re-

‘moved his boot, the ring was found,
also a holein his stoc
.worthy minister remarked, ovidently
with more than the delay of the
mony inmind:. ““Young man, it is time"
you were marrigd."+~5an Francisco Ar

TAXATION

'its nresent aspects, but also in its his-

‘temn began to develop, the Danegeld or

SINGLK TAX DEPARTMENT.
AND THE LAND VAL-
UE TAX.

In the study of a question of so vital
import to & nation as i3 the guestion of
laxation, it is important that it should
be invrstigated and weighed not only in

torical fentures. ;

.4 therefore propose to present a few
gleanings from history thatmay be of
especial interest to those who look upon
the land value tax as. the'ideal tax.
Spwee forbids giving more than a brief
glance at the subject; but it may serve
as a guide to those who wish to go more
tully into the maiter. LR

The historieal study of the subject of
taxation is attended with some diffi-
culty, as most historians, while record-
ing battles and court intrigues, have
paid too little attention to the geonomie
side of history.

The idea that the earth is the eom-
mon - heritage of man, is as old as hu-
man intelligence, and the contributing
of individuals of wezlth and services to
the comnmon good as old as society. But,
sofar as 1 can discover, the idea of mak-
ing every man contribute, not in pro-
portion to his wealth, hut in proportion
to the valne of natural or economic op-
portunitics he controls, is a matter of
modern history, Take, for instance,
the Jews. They had a system of land
tenure to which the lords of England
could give hearty assent; for the land
of a family, even if it passed from pos-
session, reverted back each fifty years.
They had & system of taxation, but it
was a tenth of the actusl produet; not
of the potential product

The Greeks and Romans also had
highly developed systems of taxation of
property, ocenpations and individuals.
In renting of the ager publicus, or pub-
lic lands, like the Jews they had some-
thing akin to land value tax. In Rome
the tenant of the ager publicus gave a
tenth of the agrienltural product to the
government called decumon. The oc-
cupiers of pasture lands paid a tax on
their flocks called scripton, though the
rate is not known. The salt mines were
rented out and the rent or tax was called
salinon. The other ‘mines were also
rented out by the government.

But in passing, us swe may naturally,
from Rome over to England, we find
that while the primitive England that
succeeded Roman domination had nosei-
entific idea of & land tax, yet they had
something that was akin, thongh it also
wis Dased not upon control of natural
opportunities, used or unused, but upon
actual production. The ship tax, which
might be an exeeption, was proportion-
ed to population. The Danegeld was
propartioned to the enltivation. When,
atter Norman conquest, the feudal sys-

nidage disappearedt and the carncate
was employed, a Norman term of sim-
ilar import. Roth the hidage and carn-
cate, from which the tax tooks its name,
were ‘o crude measure of land. The
carncate was determined by what eight
pair of oxen and a plow eould cultivate
in one season, and was probably equal
to about one hundred acres.

Then eame the seutage or shield tax,
which the knights, who were alsoland-
lords, paid in commutation of those ob-
ligations to the crown. This was alsoa
direct tax npon his whole property. As
the English became more and more an
industrial people, a large proportion of
the taxes very gradually shifted upon
the different forms of industry. Though
in 1832, a “bad year,” the “landlords
paid the whole tax.”

As the land owners were also the rai-
ing classes it is easy to see how it was
they gradually {ransferred the burdens
upon industry, where it largely remains
to this day. 3

In Cromwell’s time (1856) a taxing act
was passed (see Stephen Dowell's His-
tory of Taxation, vol. IT1., pages 76 and
77), which provides that—

The tenants of houses and lands rated
to the tax are required to pay the whole
tax rate to use such houses and lands;
and power is given them to deduct on
‘payment of their rent so much tax as,
in respect of rent, the landlord ought to
bear. This deduction all landlords, me-
diate or immediate, according to their
respective interests, are required to al-
low, upon receipt of residue of rent. In
short, a payment of the faxis consid-
ered pro tanto a payment of rent to the
landlord. Poweris given to the divis-
ional commission to settle differences
between landlords and tenants.

The word rent, though, in this act is
used, not in the striet economic sense of
ground rent, but in the popular sense.

According to J. Thorold Rogers
{*Eionomic Interpretation of History,”
. 407), Cromwell's heavy direct tax was
thrown off as intolerable after the re-
storation. .

In 1691 the great English philosopher,
Dr. John Locke, published a pamphlet
entitled *‘Considerations on the lower-
ing of interest and raising the value of
money.”

This eontains, according to Dugald
Stewart, an eminent lecturer on political
economy the first part of this century,
the first written adwocacy of a territor-
ial tax, which was afterward developed
scientifically by the great I'rench school
of physiocrats, of which Quesney was
the founder.

The following extracts will show its
tenor; ?

A tax laid upon land seems hard to
the land: owner, beeause it is 8o much
money going visibly ont of his pocket;
and therefore, as an ease to himself, the
landlord is always forward to lay it on
commedities, But if he will thoroughly
consider it and examine the effect he
will find that he buys this seeming ease
at a very dear rate. And. although he
pay not this tax immediately out of his
own purse, yet his purse will find it by
a ‘greatey want of money thereat the
end of the year than that comes to, with

and, theretore, the land holders must.
And whether it were not better for him
to haye it laid directly, where it will at
last settle, than to let it come to him
by the sinking of his rents, which when
they are once fallen every one knows
are not easily raised again, let him con-
sider.

The farmers 0f New £ngland might
well ponder those hnes. They might
find in abandoned fields, lowered farm
values & striking confirmation of their
trugh. L ;

In 1603 the real estate tax, or land tax
inelnding the improvements, was re-im-
posed, probably in a measure as & resnlf
of the teachings of Locke. It was as-
sessed at four shillings on the pound
valuation. 'This tax, though it fell
some years to only a shilling on the
pound, remained in force nntil the tima
of Pitt, who in 1798 made it perpetual
and redeemablo at four shillings on the
pound at the valuation of 1602. This
tax remains to this day: and. though
originally it was placed wpon land and
improvements, it has in the course of
timeé resolved itself into a tax on econo-
mic, or ground rent only, and the only
direct tax which that rent now bears in
England. According to thesame Dugald
Stewnrt in 1008 Mr. John Asgill, in a
treatise entitled, ‘“‘Seversl assertions
proved in order fo create another spes
cies of money than gold and silver,” ad-
voecates the same opinion with respect
toa territorial tax. This treatise was
in advocacy of a land bank proposed
to the House of Commons in 1603 by a
Dr. Hugh Chumberlayne. 1 will make
but a hrief quotation:

Mun deals in nothing but earth. The
merchants are the factors of the waorld
to exchange ome part of the enrth for
another, The King himself is fed by
the labors of the ox; and the clothing of
the army and the victualing of the navy
must all be paid forto theowners of the
soil as the nltimate receivers.

Stewart also quotes Jacoh Vander-
bilt's pamphlet, *Essay to make money
plentiful,” published in 1734.

It all taxes were taken off goods, and
levied on Jands and houses only, the gen-
tlemen would have more net rent left
out of their estates than they have now,
when taxes are almost wholly levied on
goods. That land gives all we have
would be self-evident, it we did not im-
port many goods which are the produce
of other nations, But this makes no
alteration in the case,since the quantity
of foreign goods which we import can
not continnally be of greater value than
the goods we export; hecause this in
.the end must exhanst our cash, nnd so
put an end to that excess. Therefore,
the goods we import stand only instead
of those we exporty and, consequently,
the land gives not only all we have of
our own produce, but virtually all we
receive from other nations. * *
That the land must pay all taxes in what
manner soever they may be levied; a
proposition which might perhaps be ae-
sumed as virtnally implied in a self-evi-
dent truth, that what gives all: must
pay all. i
Mr. Vanderbilt goes on to eluborate
his views regarding taxation at length.
Thus, commencing with Locke, we have
really the crude presentation of the sin-
gle tax upon Jand stated in the language
of that day. But there wns soon to
arise in France a school of economists,
the physiocrats, characlerized by great
scholarship and wonderful intellectual
ability, nnsurpassed in unselfish devo-
tion to humanity, which should bring
economics into scientific form, and
should urge with great earnestness and
power the “import unique,” or single
tax.—James Middleton, New Orleans,
La., in The Standard.

Leeky on Irelpnd.

Lecky, the historian, writes in the
same magazine about “Ireland dn the
light of History.” The article js prin-
¢iply remarkable for ignoring the land
‘question asacause of trouble. MriLecky
thinlks the disturbed state of that coun-
try is primarily due to the fact that the
conquest of Ireland under Elizabeth
took place just after the reformation.
He says that the result of this was that
the conquerors became Protestants, and
the conquered remained Roman;Catho-
lics, but that, nevertheless, all hreaches
might have been healed by a uhion of
the countries about 1700. He dpes not
explain how this could have reconciled
the religious differences.

The land question shows itself, nev:
ertheless, in such incidenial phrases ag
the following: ‘‘When population
pressed closely on subsistence the sys-
tem of middlemen produced a flerce
competition, which raised rent In the
lower grades to an enormous height.”
1t would be mere consistent were the
digturbances attributed to the owner-
ship of the land by Protestants: whose
tenants are Roman Catholics.

A Cotxtry CLun.—The handsome new
home of the Union County Country Cluh
was opened to visitors gn the last day
of the old year, and it is described as
one of the most attractive bulldings of
the kind in that portion of New Jersey
lying adjacent to New York. Its casino
is one of the prettiest play-houses imag-
inable, and there are, in addition,
billiard-rooms, bowling alleys, tennis
courts and @ fine library, all furnished
in the mast artistic and luxurious style.
One might suppose from all this that
the farmers of New Jersey are amaz-
ingly prosperous, but those who read
the deseription to the end found tacked
to it & modest announcement that most
of the members of the club are New
York business men. When real country-
men can enjoy the privileges of country
clubs, even approximating this in con-
vonience and elegance, there will be
lJess complaint of the disposition of
farmers' sons to come to the cities and
try to be business men.

Place 100 men on an island from
which there is no escape, and whether
you make one of these men the absolute

the lessening of his rents to boot, which
is & settled and lasting evil that will
stick npon Mm heyond the present pay-
ment.

He supports this position at length,
and concludes by saying:

It is in vain in a country whose great
load is land to hope to lay the public
charge of the government or any thing

The merchant, do what you can,

gonsut

will not bear ity Wit laborer can uoh,

¥

owner of the other ninety-nine, or the
absolute owner of the soil of the island,
will make no difference either to him
or to them.

In the one case, as the other, the one
will be the absolute master of the nine-
ty-nine—his power extending even to
life and death, forsimply torefusethem -
permission to live upon the island would
be to force them into the sea—Progren
sud Poverty, s :




