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R# THE ABENCERRAGE. 

- K SPANISH TALE. • R 
ViN. the summit of a craggy hilt, a 
0ir of the mountains of Ronda, stands 
1 castle of Allora, now a mere ruin, in-
festal by bats and owlets, but in old times 

ne of the strong border holds of the 
Christians, to keep watch upon the fron
tiers of the warlike kingdom of Granada, 
and to hold the Moors in check. It was 
, post always confided to some well-
tried commander ; and, at the time of 
which we treat, was held by Rodrigo de 
Narvaez, a veteran, famed, both among 
Moors and Christians, not only for his 
hardy feats of arms, but also for that 
magnanimous courtesy, which should 
ever be entwined with the sterner virtues 
of the soldier. 

The castle of Allora was a mere 
part of his command ; he was Alcayde, 
or military governor of Antiquera, but he 
passed most of his time at this frontier 
post, because it? situation on the borders 
.rave more frequent opportunity for those 
adventurous exploits which were the der 
lio-ht of the Spanish chivalry. His gar
rison consisted of fifty chosen cavalicrs, 
all well mounted: with these he kept 
vigilant watch upon the Moslems; patrol
ling the roads, and paths, and defiles, of 
the mountains, so that nothing could es
cape his eye ; and now and then signaliz
ing himself by some dashing foray into 
the very Vega of Granada. 

On a fair and beautiful night in sum
mer, when the freshness of the evening 
breeze had tempered the heat of day, the 
worthy Alcayde sallied forth, with nine 
of his cavaliers, to patrol the neighbor
hood, and seek adventures. They rode 
quietly and cautiously, lest they should 
be overheard by Moorish scout or travel
ler; and kept along ravines and hollow 
ways, lest they should be betrayed by 
the glittering of the full moon upon their 
atmor. Coming to where the road divi
ded, the Alcayde directed five of his 
cavaliers to take one of the branches, 
while he, with the remaining four, would 
take the other. Should either party be 
in danger, the blast of a horn was Uy be 
the signal to bring their comrades to their 
aid. 

The party of five had not proceeded 
far, when, in passing through a defile, 
orerhang with trees, they heard the voice 
of a man, singing. They immediately 
concealed themselves in a grove, on the 
bw of a. declivity, up which the stran-
ter would have to ascend. The moon
light, which left the grove in deep 
thadow, lit up the whole person of the 
wayfarer, as he advanced, and enabled 
them to distinguish his dress and appear
ance, with perfect accuracy. He was 
a Moorish cavalier, and his noble de
meanor, graceful carriage, and splendid 
attire, showed him to be of lofty rank. 
He was superbly mounted, on a dapple 
gray steed, of powerful frame, and gene
rous spirit, and magni icently caparison
ed- His dress was a marlota, or tunic, 

an Albernoz of crimson damask, 
fringed with gold. His Tunisian turban, 
of many folds, was of silk and cotton 
striped, and bordered with golden friuge. 
At his girdle hung a scimetar of Damas
cus steel, with loops and tassels of silk 
and gold. On his left arm he bore an 
•'©pie target, and his right hand grasped 
along double-poinJed lance. Thus e-
inipped, ho sat negligently on his steed, 
,1S one who dreamed of no danger gazing 
°ti the moon, and singing, with a sweet 
"id voice, a Moorish love ditty. 

Just opposite the place where the 
panish cavaliers were concealed, was a 

8Ml fountain in the rock, beside the 
^ t° which the horse turned to drink; 

ender threw the reins on his neck, and 
co^ittued his song. 

•he Spanish cavalicrs conferred to-
^ey were all so pleased with 

e gallant and gentle appearance of the 
v°°r, that ihey resolved not to harm, but 

®*Pture him, which, in his negligent 
°w, promised to be an easy task; 

®e ^ere^ore» fr°m their conceal-
hiin thou£ht t0 surround and seize 
To »/ever were men more mistaken. 
»tcei k f up his reins, wheel round his 

his buckler, and couch his 
iL '.Was ^e work of an instant; and 
dip like a castle in his sad-

Ti rn! • ? f°untain. 
steeds ^an cavaliers checked (heir 
jo com reconnoitred him warily, loth 

an encounter, which must 
destruction. ' 

you hi . °°,r now held a parley t ^If 
for honn?hts,' said he 'and' seek 

? ^ame> come on, singly, and 
to meet each in succession ; 

be mere lurkers of the road, 
'"i come all at once, and do 

communed for a moment 
tisjjflQj ^1

0n3» advancing singly, ex-
tbliata ' 4'thqugh no law of chivalry 

eltorf10 "8^ tl*e 1088 a Prize> 
I!* °ur power, yet we will-

{ * ^ ^tesy^vJiaA weight 

refuse as a^ighf. v Valiant Moor * defend 
thyself?' . , M 

So saying, he wheeled, took proper 
distance, couched his lance, and putting 
spurs to his horse, made at the stranger. 
The latter met him in mid career, trans
pierced him with his lance, and threw 
him headlong from his saddle. A second 
and a third succeeded, but were unhorsed 
with equal facility, and thrown to the 
earth, severely wounded. The remain
ing two, seeing their comrades thus 
roughly treated, forgot all compact of 
courtesy, and charged both at once upon 
the Moor. He parried the thrust of one, 
but was wounded by the other in the 
shock and confusion, dropped his lance. 
Thus disarmed, and closely pressed, he 
pretended to fly, and was hotly pursued. 
Having drawn the two cavaliers some 
distance from the spot, he suddenly 
wheeled short about, with one of those 
dexterous movements for which the Moor
ish horsemen were renowned; passed 
swiftly between them, swung himself 
down from his saddle, so as to catch up 
his lance, then, lightly replacing himself, 
turned to renew the combat. : < 

Seeing him thus fresh for the encoun
ter, as if just issued from his tentf one 
of the cavaliers put his lips to his horn, 
and blew a blast, that soon brought the 
Alcayde and his four companions to the 
spot. 

The valiant Narvaez, seeing three of 
his cavaliers extended on the earth, and! 
two others hotly engaged with the Moor, 
was struck with admiration, and coveted 
a contest with so accomplished a warrior, 
Interfering in the fight, he called upon 
his followers to desist, and addressing 
the Moor, with courteous words, invited 
him to a more equal combat. The latter 
readily accepted the challenge. For 
some time, their contest was fierce and 
doubtful, and the Alcayde had need of all 
his skill and strength to ward off the 
blows of his antagonist. The Moor, 
however, was exhausted by previous 
fighting, and by loss of bfood. lie no 
longer sat on his horse firmly, nor manag
ed him with his wonted skill. Collecting 
all his strength for a last assault, he rose 
in his stirrups, and made a violent thrust 
with his lance ; the Alcayde received it 
upon his shield, and at the same time 
wounded the Moor in the right arm; 
then closing, in the shock, he grasped 
him in his arms, dragged him from his 
saddle, and fell with him to the earth: 
when putting his knee upon his breast, 
and his dagger to his throat, 4 Cavalier,' 
exelaimed lie, 4 render thyself my prison
er, for thy life is in my hands !' 

4 Kill me, rather,' replied the Moor, 
4 for death would be less grievous than 
loss of liberty .' - ; , 1 

The Alcayde, how£v$x, with the clem
ency of the truly brave, assisted the 
Moor to rise, ministered to his wounds 
with his own hands, and had him con
veyed with great care to the castle of Al
lora. His wounds were slight, and in a 
few days were nearly cured ; but the 
deepest wound had been inflicted on his 
spirit. He was constantly buried in a 
profound melancholy. 

The Alcayde, who had conceived a 
great regard for him, treated him more as 
a friend than a captive, and tried in every 
way to cheer him, but in vain ; he was 
always sad and moody, and, when on the 
battlements of the castle, would keep his 
eyes turned to the south, with a fixed 
and wistful gaze. 

4 How is this?' exclaimed the Alcayde, 
reproachfully. 4 that you. who were so 
hardy and fearless in the field, should lose 
all spirit in prison ? If any secret grief 
preys on your heart, confide it to me, as 
to a friend, and I promise you, on the 
faith of a cavalier, that you shall have no 
cause to repent the disclosure.' 

The Moorish knight kissed the hand 
of the Alcayde. 4Noble cavalier,' said 
he, 4 that I am cast down in spirit, is not 
from my wounds, which are slight, nor 
from my captivity, for your kindness has 
robbed it of all gloom ; nor from my de
feat, for to be conquered by so accom
plished and renowned a cavalier is no 
disgrace. But to explain to you the 
cause of my grief, it is necessary to give 
you some particulars of my story; and 
this I am moved to do, by the great sym
pathy you have manifested toward me, 
and the magnanimity that shines through 
all your actions.' 

4 Know, then, that my name is Aben
daraez, and that I am of the noble but 
unfortunate line of the Abencerrages of 

which I felt for her, was mere fraternal! 
affection. I beheld her charms unfolding, 
as it were, leaf by leaf, like the morning 
rose, each moment disclosing fresh beau
ty and sweetness. 

• *• At this period, I overheard a< conver
sation between the Alcayde and his con
fidential domestic, and found myself to 
be the subject.' 4 It is time,' said he, 4 tp 
apprise him of his parentage, thit he 
may adopt a career in life. I have de
ferred the communication as long as pos
sible, through reluctance to inform him 
that he is of a proscribed and an unlucky 
race.' 

4 This intelligence would have over
whelmed me at an earlier period, but the 
intimation that Xarisa was not my sister, 
operated like magic, and in an instant 
transformed my brotherly. affection into 
ardent love. • ^ - ",v :'v' ' 

41 sought Xarisa,' fo impart to' iier-ilie 
secret I had learned. I found her in' the 
garden, in a bower of jessamines, arrang
ing her beautiful hair by the mirror of a 
crystal fountain. The radiance of her 
beauty dazzled me. I ran to her with 
open arms, and she received me with a 
sister's embraces. When we had seated 
ourselves beside the fountain, she began 
to upbraid me for leaving her so long 
alone. 

4 In reply, I informed her of the con
versation I had overheard. The recital 
shocked and distressed her, 4 Alas ! cried 
she, then is our happiness at an end !' 

4 How !' exclaimed I; 4 wilt thou 
cease to love me, because I am not thy 
brother V 

4 Not so,' replied she; 4 but do you not 
know that when it is once known we are 
not brother and sister, we can no longer 
be permitted to be thus always together?' 

' In fact, from that moment our inter
course took a new character. We met 
often at the fountain among the jessa
mines, but Xarisa no longer advanced 
with open arms to meet me. She be
came reserved and silent, and would 
blush, and cast down her eyes, when 1 
seated myself beside her. My heart be
came a prey to the thousand doubts and 
fears that ever attend upon true love. I 
was restless and uneasy, and looked back 
with regret to the unreserved intercourse 
that had existed between us, when we 
supposed ourselves brother and sister; 
yet I would not have had the relationship 
true, for the world. 

4 While matters were in this state be
tween us, an order came from the King 
of Granada for the Alcayde to take com
mand of the fortress of Coyn, which lies 
directly on the Christian frontier. He 
prepared to remove, with all his family, 
but signified that I should remain at 
Cartama. I exclaimed against the sepa
ration, and declared that I could not be 
parted from Xarisa. 4 That is the very 
cause,' said he, 4why I leave thee behind. 
It is time, Abendaraez, that thou shouldst 
know the secret of thy birth ; that thou 
art no son of mine, neither is Xarisa thy 
sister.' 41 know it all,' exclaimed I, 
4 and I love her with ten fold the affec
tion of a brother. You have brought us 
up together; you have made us neces
sary to each other's happiness; our 
hearts have entwined themselves with 
our growth; do not now tear them a-
sunder. Fill up the measure of your 
kindness ; be indeed a father to me, by 
giving me Xarisa for my wife.' 

* The brow of the Alcayde darkened as 
I spoke. ' Have I then been deceived V 
said he. 4 Have those nurtured in my 
very bosom, been conspiring against me? 
Is this your return for my paternal ten
derness ?—to beguile the affections of my 
child, and teach her to deceive her fa
ther? It was cause enough to refuse 
thee the hand of my daughter, that thou 
wert of a proscribed race, who can never 
approach the walls of Granada; this, 
however, I might have passed over ; but 
never will I give my daughter to a man 
who has endeavored, to win lusr from me 
by deception.' 

4 All my attempts to viitdicaite myself 
and Xarisa were unavailing. I retired 
in anguish from his presence, and seeking 
Xarisa, told her of this blow, which was 
worse than death to me. 4 Xarisa,' said 
1, 4 we part for ever! I shall never see 
thee more! Thy father will guard thee 
rigidly. Thy beauty an4 his wealth will 
soon attract some happier rival, and I 
shall be forgotten !' 

4 Xarisa reproached me with my want 
of faith, and promised me eternal con
stancy. I still doubted and desponded, 

Granada. You have doubtless heard of until, moved by my anguish and despair 
the destruction that fell upon our race, i she agreed to a secret union. Our es-
Charged with treasonable designs, of! pousals made, we parted, with a promise 
which they were entirely innocent, many 
of them were beheaded, the rest banish
ed ; so that not an Abencerrage was per
mitted to remain in Granada, except my 
father and my uncle, whose innocence 
was proved, even to the satisfaction of 
their persecutors. It was decreed, how
ever, that, should they have children, the 
sons should be educated at a distance 
from Granada, and the daughters should 
be married out of the kingdom. 

4 Conformably to this decree, I was 
sent, while yet an infant, to be reared ih 
the fortress of Cartama, the worthy Al
cayde of which was an . ancient friend of 
my father. He had no children, and re
ceived me into his family as his own 
child, treating me with the kindness and 
affection of a father; and I grew up in 
the belief that he really was such. A few 
years afterward, his wife gave birth to a 
daughter, but his tenderness toward me 
continued undiminished. I thus grew 
up with Xariisa, for so the infant daughter 
of the Alcayde was called, as her own 
.hrqthfir^ 

on her part to send me word from Coyn, 
should her father absent himself from the 
fortress. The very day after our secret 
nuptials, 1 beheld the whole train of the 
Alcayde depart from Cartama, nor would 
he admit me to his presence, or permit 
me to bid farewell to Xarisa. . I remain
ed at Cartama, somewhat pacified in spi
rit by this secret bond of union ; but 
every thing around me fed my passion, 
and reminded me of Xarisa. I saw the 
windows at which I had so often beheld 
her. I wandered through the apartment 
she had inhabited; the chamber in which 
she h'ad slept. I visited the bower of 
jessamines, and lingered beside the foun
tain in which she had delighted. Every 
thing recalled her to my imagination, and 
filled my heart with tender melancholy. 

• At length, a confidential servant 
brought roe word, that her father was to 
depart that day for Granada, on a short 
absence, inviting me to hasten to Coyn, 
describing a secret portal at which I 
should apply, and the signal, by which I 
would obtain admittance. ' ' 

• 

* If you have loved, most valiant Al
cayde, you may judge of the transport 
of my bosom. That very night I arrayed 
myself in my mo.3t gallant attire, to pay 
due honor to Iny bride ; and arming my
self against any casual attack, issued 
forth privately from Cartama. You know 
the rest, and by what sad fortune of war 
I found myself, instead of a happy bride
groom, in the nuptial bower of Coyn, 
vanquished, wounded, and a prisoner, 
within the walls of Allora. The term of 
absence of the father of Xarisa is nearly 
expired. Within three days he will re
turn to Coyn, and our meeting will no 
longer be po&sible, Judge, then, whether 
I may not well be excused for showing 
impatience under confinement.' 

Don Rodrigo de Narvaez was greatly 
moved by this recital; for, though more 
used to rugged war, than scenes of amor
ous softness, lie was of a kind and gener
ous nature. .. j,Vi; *, ryj* ir, 

' Abendaragz,? si^ he,, * Ijdid ijot seek 
thj' confidence id gratify an idle*curiosi
ty. It grieves me much that the good 
fortune which delivered thee into my 
hands, shou d have marred so fair an 
enterprise. Give me thy faith, as a true 
knight, to return prisoner to my castle, 
within three days, and I will grant thee 
permission to accomplish thy nuptials.' 

The Abencerrage would have thrown 
himself at his feet to pour out protesta
tions of eternal gratitude, but the Alcayde 
prevented him. Calling in his cavaliers, 
he took the Abencerrage by the right 
hand, in their presence, exclaiming sol
emnly, 4 You promise, on the faith of a 
cavalier, to return to my castle of Allora 
within three days, and render yourself 
my prisoner?' And the Abencerrage said, 
41 promise.' 

Then said the Alcayde, 4Go! and may 
good fortune; attend you. If you require 
any safeguard, I ami my cavaliers are 
ready to be your companions.' 

The Abencerrage kissed the hand of 
the Alcayde, in grateful acknowledgment. 
4 Give me,' said he, 4 my own armor, 
and my steed, and I require no guard. 
It is not likoly that I shall again meet 
with so valorous a foe.' 

The shades of night had fallen, when 
the tramp of the dapple gray steed re
sounded over the draw-bridge, and im
mediately afterward the light clatter of 
hoofs along the road, bespoke the fleet-
ness with which the youthful lover hast
ened to his bride. It was deep night, 
when the Moor arrived at the castle of 
Coyn. He silently and cautiously walk
ed his panting steed under its dark walls, 
and having nearly passed round them, 
came to tht^ portal denoted by Xarisa. 
He paused and looked round to see that 
he was not observed, and then knocked 
three times with the butt of his lance. 
In a little while the portal was timidly 
unclosed by the duenna of Xarisa. 4A-
las! senor," said she, *what has detained 
you thus long ? Every night have I 
watched for you; and my lady is sick 
at heart with doubt and anxiety.' 

The Abencerrage hung his lance, and 
shield, and scimitar against the wall, and 
then followed the duenna, with silent 
steps, up a winding stair case, to the 
apartment of Xarisa. Vain would be the 
attempt to describe the raptures of that 
meeting. Time flew too swiftly, and 
the Abencerrage had nearly forgotten, 
until too late, his promise to return a 
prisoner to the Alcayde of Allora. The 
recollection?of it came to him with a pang, 
and suddenly awoke him from his dream 
of bliss. Xarisa saw his altered looks, 
and heard with alarm his stifled sighs ; 
but her countenance brightened, when 
she heard the cause. 4 Let not thy spirit 
be cast down,' said she, throwing her 
white arms around him. 41 have the 
keys of my father's treasures; send ran
som more than enough to satisfy the 
Christian, and remain with me.' 

4 No,' said Abendaraez, 41 have given 
my word to return in person, and like a 
true knight, must fulfil my promise. 
After that, fortune must do with me as it 
pleases.' 

4 Then,' said Xarisa, I 4 will accompany 
thee. Never shall you return a prisoner, 
and 1' remain at liberty.*' - . 

The Abencerrage was transported with 
joy at this new proof of devotion in his 
beautiful bride. All preparations were 
speedily made for their departure. Xa
risa mounted behind the Moor, on his 
powerful steed; they left the castle walls 
before day-break, nor did they pause, un
til they arrived at the gate of the castle 
of Allora, which was flung wide to re
ceive them. 

Alighting in the court, the Abencer
rage supported the steps of his trembling 
bride, who remained closely veiled, into 
the presence of Rodrigo de Narvaez. 

Behold, valiant Alcayde !' said he, 4 the 
w:ay in w-iich an Abencerrage keeps his 
word. I promised to return to thee a 
prisoner, out I deliver two captives into 
your powsr. Behold Xarisa, and judge 
whether I grieved, without reason, over 
the loss of such a treasure. Receive us 
as your own, for I confide my1 life afld 
her honor to your hands.' ' 

The Aleayde was lost in admifauoii <5f 
the beauty of the lady, and the noble 
spirit of ihe Moor. 41 know not,' said 
he, 4 which of you surpasses the other ; 
but I know that my castle is graced and 
honored by your presence. Enter into 
it. and consider it your own, while, you 
deign to reside with me.' 

For several days, the lovers remained 
at Allora, happy in each other's love, and 
in the friendship, of. the brave A.lcayd#. 
The lattur wirote a letter, full; of courtesy., 
to the Moorish king of Granada, relating 
the whole event, extolling the valor and 

good faith of the Abencerrage, and crav
ing for him the royal countenance. 

The king was moved by the stoiy, and 
was pleased with an opportunity of show
ing attention to the wishes of a gallant 
and chivalrous enemy; for though he had 
often suffered from the prowess of Don 
Rodrigo de Narvaez, he admired the 
heroic character he had gained through
out the land. Calling the Alcayde of 
Coyn into his presence, he gave him the 
letter to read. The Alcayde turned pale, 
and trembled with rage, on the perusal. 
'Restrain thine anger,' said the king ; 
' there is nothing that the Alcayde of Al-
lora cotfld ask, that I would not grant, if 
in my power. Go thou to Allora; par
don thy children; take them to thy home. 
I receive this Abencerrage into my favor, 
and it will be my delight to heap benefits 
upon you all.' 

The kindling ire of the Alcayde was 
suddenly appeased. He hastened to Al
lora; and folded his children to his bosom, 
who would have fallen at his feet. The 
gallant Rodrigo de Narvaez gave liberty 
to his prisoner without ransom, de
manding merely a promise of his friend
ship. He accompanied the youthful 
couple and their father to Coyn, where 
their nuptials were celebrated with great 
rejoicings. When the festivities were 
over Don Rodrigo de Narvaez returned 
to his fortress of Allora. 

After his departure, the Alcayde of 
Coyn addressed his children: 4 To your 
hands,' said he, 41 confide the disposi
tion of my wealth. One of the first 
things I charge you, is not to forget the 
ransom you owe to the Alcayde Of Al
lora. His magnanimity you can never 
repay, but you Can prevent it from 
wronging him of his just dues. Give 
him, moreover, your entire friendship, 
for he merits it fully, though of a differ
ent faith.' 

The Abencerrage thanked him for [his 
generous proposition, which so truly ac
corded with his own wishes. He took a 
large ?um of gold, and enclosed it in a 
rich coffer; and, on his own part, sent 
six beautiful horses, superbly caparison
ed; with six shields and lances, mounted 
and embosssed with gold. The beauti
ful Xarisa, at the same time, wrote a let
ter to the Alcayde, filled with expres
sions of gratitude and friendship, and 
sent him a box of fragrant cypress wood, 
containing linen, of the finest quality, for 
his person. The valiant Alcayde dis
posed of the present in a characteristic 
manner. The horses and armor he shar
ed among the cavaliers who had accom
panied him on the night of the skirmish. 
The box of cypress wood and its con
tents he retained, for the sake of the 
beautiful Xarisa; and sent her, by the 
hands of the messenger, the sum of gold 
paid as a ransom, entreating her to re
ceive it as a wedding present. This 
courtesy and magnanimity raised the 
character of the Alcayde Rodrigo de 
Narvaez still higher in the estimation of 
the Moors, who extolled him as a perfect 
mirror of chivalric virtue-; and from that 
time forward, there was a continual ex 
change of good offices between them. 

THE ARAB3. 
Genesis xvi. 12.—'And he .wiH bc a. wild 

man; his hand will be against every tnan, and 
every man's hand against him.' 

About midnight (the soldiers being in 
the head of the caravan) the Arabs assail
ed our rear; the clamor was great; and the 
passengers, together with their leaders, 
fled from their enemies; I, and my com
panion, imagining the noise to be only an 
encouragement unto one another, were 
alone, yet preserved from violence. They 
carried away with them divers mules and 
asses laden with drugs, and abandoned by 
their owners, not daring to stay too long, 
nor cumber themselves with too much 
luggage, for fear of the soldiers. These 
are descended from Ishmael, called also 
Saracens, of Sara, which signifieth a des
ert and saken, to inhabit; and not only of 
the place, but of the manner of their lives, 
for Sarack imports as much as a thief, be
ing given from the beginning, as now, un
to theft and rapine. They dwell in tents 
which they remove like walking cities, 
for opportunity of prey and benefit of pas
turage. They acknowledge no sovereign: 
not worth the conquering, nor can they 
be conquered, retiring to places impassa
ble for armies, by reason of the rolling 
sands and penury of all things: a nation 
from the beginning unmixed with others, 
boasting of their nobility, and, at this day 
hating all mechanical sciences. They 
hang about the skirts of the habitable 
countries; and, having robbed, retire with 
a marvellous celerity.—Those that are not 
detested persons frequeat the neighboring 
villages for provision; and traffic without 
molestation, they not daring to intreat 
them evily. They are of mean statures, 
raw-boned, lawny, having feminine voi
ces, of a swift and noiseless pace, behind 
you, ere aware of them. Their religion 
is Mohammedanism, glorying in that the 
imposter was their countryman, their lan
guage extending as far as that religion ex-
tendelh. They ride on swift horses, not 
mishapen, though lean, and patient of la
bor; they feed them twice a-day with the 
milk of camels;; nor are they esteomed, if 
not of sufficient speed ito overtake an. os
trich.—Sandy's Travels. . 
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atyour's, then?'' " Yes, there they hang." 
"Well, while I am looking at your's I'll 
just unroll mine—that yon know wont' 
hurt anybody." So the map vender dis
played several of his best at full length 
upon the counter, and then quietly com
menced looking at the merchant's which 
hung against the wall. After making a 
few observations about some curious wa- • 
tear f^lls, caves, &c., at places which he« 
traced out upon the map before him, he 
managed to engage the merchant's atten
tion. and at last referred to his own map, 
lying on the counter, for a more perfect 
illustration of his descriptions, and finally 
so much interested the auditor that he 
bought three different maps, at six dol-; 
lars each, of the pedlar, and very politely 
asked him to call again when he got out a 
new edition.—Boston Post. . . 

THE GRAND LOTTERY.—The great real 
estate lottery to be drawn at Jacksonville, 
Florida and which numbers among its pri
zes Bank's large and spendid Arcade, and 
Bishop's Hotel, occasions no little talk 
and speculation among all classes; and. 
many of those who are in the habit of, 
"counting chickens before they're hatch
ed," seem at a loss what to do with their 
prizes when they get them. We were 
much amused at a conversation between a 
couple of darkies a few evenings since, 
held on the steps of the Atchafalaya Bank. 
Each of them had concluded to purchase 
a ticket—each appeared to think that one 
of the principal prizes was his to a cer
tainty. The only difficulty appeared to 
be what distribution to jnake of the pro
perty. 44I say, Sam Jonsing, wat you 
'speck to do wid dat Arcade ober dar 
when you done got him?"' Wat I 'speck 
to do wid him? wy, in de fus place I shall 
'mansipate de whole human family, and 
den—and den—" "Well, wot den?"— 

And. den I'll buy a hoss and wagon, and 
ride down de lake ebery Sunday. I'll 
take de shine off'm Scott, de man wat 
makes de pies and cuts such a swell. But, 
Pete, wat you do wid Bishop's Hotel?" 
"Dar's war you hodder me, Sam. De 
fack is dat I hardly know how to make 
de disburshum ob so much wnluable pro
perty, I tink, however, dat I'd go and 
learn to play de fiddle on scientific prin
ciples—you knows I has a taste dat way. 
Den I'd buy me a little house and garden 
out hack somewhar, and den, if dar was 
any balance lef, I'd buy anoder lottery 
ticket and quit. Don't you tink dat would 
be a wise exposishum ob my affairs, Sam 
Jonsing?" Well, 1 does. I tink dat your 
plan is about de right ling, and if you 
says so, I'll come and board wid you. I 
don't'spose you'll charge dis child more'n 
free dollars or free'n a half a week."— 
"No, not if you pays for your own wash-
in." Having thus settled their affairs sa
tisfactorily, Sam and Pete adjourned, each 
to his own kitchen.—New Orleans Picay
une, 

THE STORM.—The Louisville Reporter 
says :—The storm which swept over the 
city on Friday last, was even mbre vio
lent in its course through Clark county 
Indiana, than here. The writer of this 
notice was in Charlestown on Friday 
night. The storm came up about dark. 
The rushing of thte wind might have been 
heard for three or four miles. On Satur
day the forests presented, as far as the 
eye could penetrate from the roadside, a 
mass of broken brush and fallen' timber 
which had been blown about by the 
winds on the preceding evening. News 
had reached Charlestown at dinner time 

Saturday, that three citizens of the on 
oounty—(one of whom was named Sear-
les) had been killed by falling timber 
during the storun, A gentleman inform
ed us that during the gale his wagon and 
team were on the road and a large tree 
fell between the leading horses and the 
wheel-horses attached to the wagon, 
crushing the point of the w^gon tongue, 
but doing no farther injury than switch
ing the driver well for being caught in 
such a predicament. 

A STEAM FRIGATE AT PHILAD^IPHIA. 
—A splendid steam frigate is about to 
be built at our Navy Yard, in addition to 
the sloop of war already in progress* 
there. It is probable, therefore, that 
from two to three hundred men will be 
engaged at this yard, for one or two 
years. This is good news for those who 
take an interest in the southern part of 
Philadelphia. We regret to be compel
led to mention one drawback. It is ru
mored, and not without authority, we 
believe, that the machinery for the fri
gate is to be constructed in .New York. 
Surely this is a sad blunder on the part 
of the authorities, and a poor compliment 
to the established reputation of Philadel
phia in this respect. If foreign countries 
find it expedient to resort to thrs city for 
steam engines and steam machinery gen
erally, our own Government should not 
wander elsewhere, with regard to a ves
sel about to be built within oar limits. 
Inquirer. -
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A WISE PARROT.—.There U.SPX Eastern-
story told of a person who taught his 
parrot to repeat only the words 4-Wh?* 
doubt is there of that?" He carried it 
to the market for sale, fixing the price sit 
one hundred rupees. A Mogul asked 
tiie parrot, Are you worth one hundred 
rupees ?" The parrot answered, 44What 
doubt is there of that?" The Mogul 
was delighted, and bought the bird. He 
soon found out, that this was all it coul<t 

wa? the tart reply. ] say. Aahsmed now of his bargain, hift 

YANKEE PERSEVERANCE.—An itinerant 
map seller went into a merchant's count
ing room near our office the other day and 
asked the occupant if he. w/shed to pur* 
cliaite'a map'. 4"No," was the tart reply. 
"Will you look at one?" 4,No, I have!said to himself,441 was a fool to bu^ thipi^ 
more of my own now than I have time to' bird." The parrot exclaimed as iisuaij^ 
examine." «*Will vou allow ine to look 4* What doubt is there of that!" i." , • • ' -• % .  ... 
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