
Bath, Thursday, lVb. 6,1S51. 
STATE OF MAINE. 

Executive Department, ) 
Avgusta, Jan. 24, ISol. f An adjourned session of the Executive Coun- 

cil will be held at the Council Chamber, in 
Augusta, on Friday, the fourteenth day of I 
February uext. 

Attest, John C. Sawyer, Sec, of State, 

ctCol. Bruton. 

lh« defeat of this distinguished statesman, i 
wc are disposed rattier to regard as an inevita- 
ble result of the practical working of the true | 
principle* of our government, than to an oppo- : 

eilion prompted by personal party malignity, I 

according to the opinions of some of our po- 
litical brethren of the press. That Mr. Hen- 
ton is one of the strong men of the age—dis- 
tinguished for profound ami extensive erudi- 

tion, vast political experience, indomitable in- 

dustry and untiring zeal, few will deny—that 
he has done good service for the cause of dem- 

ocracy is also true—that he was entitled to an 

election after having received the caucus nom- 

ination of a majority of the democratic party, 
the policy of party organization unequivocally 
declares—notwithstanding all which, we look 

upon his defeat as demonstrative of and in per- 
fect accordance with the fundamental princi- 
ples upon which our government was estab- 

lished—principles which have been incorporat- 
ed into the democratic creed, and which distin- 

guishes in a marked degree, our government 
from the governments of the old world. 

No rule of government, how ^ er monarchi- 
cal or absolute, but is subject to limitations or 

infractions. Take the condition of Great IJri- 
tain in 1688, and see what strict construction- 

ists the supporters of the crown were,—con- 

tending for the full exercise of the implied 
powers of the Executive, and the most liberal 
construction of the ancient constitution, and 

denying the right of the people to change their 

rulers under any circumstances. This was 

the rule of govrrnment, and so tenacious were ! 
the people to preserve it, that revolutionists 

sprang up and contended that the assumptions 
of the executive were so far infractions of the 
constitution that there was but 0110 alternative 
—to set aside the reigning family and substi- 
tute another. A limit was set to the Royal 
prerogative, ami the people, in thus exercising 
the right of revolution, advanced another step, 
and acknowledged the right of changing their : 

rulers. The revolution was justified by the j 
xvhigs of those times on the ground that they J had not made a revolution, but had resisted 
one,—in that they had prevented the executive 
from disturbing the constitution by the undue 
exercise of his prerogatives. Here we recog- ^ 
nize the first manifestation of that principle— j 
the right of the people to change their rulers 

—which became one of the pillars of the j 
American Republic. The revolution of the [ 
American colonics was precisely the same in j 
principle, as that of the English revolution of 

103S—the colonies did not make a revolution, i 

they resisted one. The acts of King George, 
in exceeding his royal prerogative by impos- 
ing unjust taxes, against law, created a change 
of rulers, that has resulted in important ad- 

vancesiu constitutional government. 
Vet it was some time before the English 

system—which distrusted the ability of the 

people to govern themselves was entirely re- ! 

pudiated. A strong party was found here, | 
contending for strong governments—endeavor- 
ino to concentrate in the executive many pow- 
ers which it was supposed unsafe to trust to 

the people—and up to this day, the same 

principle has been struggling for a foothold in 

our government. Powers, not conferred in l 

the Constitution, have attempted to be usurped 
and private ends sought to be promoted by leg- I 
islatioo at the expense of the public. 

The attempt to centralize power in any set j 
of men, much more any one individual, has 

ever been repudiated by the American people 
as antagonistical to their principles, and sub- 
versive of their rights. Now liovv is it with' 

■Col. Benton. Ever since the admission of ( 
the State of Missouri into the Union, has f'ol. 

B. represented the State in the United States 
Senate. The influence that he must r.eeessa- j 
rily have swayed during this long period of j 

■ time—not only in his own State, but in our na- j 
tional councils, we consider as antagonistical to I 
the principle above referred to, and calculated 

to invest him with a power as dangerous as it 

is great. Not only this, but in another view, 
on the principal ol rotation in office which 

has heretofore been held as a cardinal princi- 
of democracy—he should how in submission to j 
the will of his constituents. 

Power, exercised for any considerable peri- 
od, exerts a pernicious influence upon the hu- 

man mind. It weakens the obligations that 

should exist between the recipient of honors 

and those who confer them upon him. And 

this we should judge to be the case, to a 

great degree, with Col. Benton. I he Sena- 

torial honors have been so lung enjoyed by 
him, that he seems to think he has a prescrip- 
tive right to them for life. 

While <ve respect Col. Benton for his ear- 

ly efforts in behalf of democracy, we have 
seen much of late years in him to condemn. 

Had he retired from active, political life some 

ten tears ago, he might now he in the enjoy- 
ment of a more enviable fame. 

New Hampshire Politics. 

The politics of this State, for the past few 
^ 

■weeks has demonstrated an important truth, 
that it would become all politicians, ill particu- 
lar to bear in mind, viz.—that an “all things 
to all men*’ policy, although sometimes calcu- 
lated to make one popular for a period, must 

eventually redound u> the lasting discredit and 
discomfiture of those who attempt to use it to 

their advantage, i he day for non-committal- 
jsm on the part of cajjdjdates for high and hon- 
orable stations, has passed. The people re- 

quire the positions of candidates office, to 
be well defined—to know, at least, that their 
nationality is unquestioned before bestowing 
upon them their suffrages. This is well—for 
in our opinion much mischief results from the 
course of politicians in endeavoring lo “curry 
tavor” with all classes. The practice, we are 

sorry to say, is not confined entirely to our 

versatile, whig friends, although it originated | 
with them. To this course, above any other, 
may be traced the unnatural position which 
the slavery question assumes in our State, as 

well as national politics. Through the foster- 
ing and nursing, and “hilling and cooing” of 
aspirants for oiiice, insignificant matters have 

expanded and enlarged, until they arc made to 

become the test, the true touchstone of political 
orthodoxy. This is lo be deplored. 

Hut we have indulged in more general re- 

marks than wo intended—which have been 

naturally suggested, however, by our subject, 
to which we will return. The New Hamp- 
shire democrats, from appearances, have been 

--_ i—u^mwm r—irrn 

most unfortunate in the selection of theitr guber- 
natorial candidate for their coming election.“ 
The difficulty seems to be, that the perron se- 

lected, Mr. John Atwood, Who, by the way, 
we believe is a retired clefgv>-ian, has fallen 
into this practice of she,wjng two faca, in a 

manner not at all creditable to him. He has 
shown hinJ^lp cn|ircly devoid of that qualifi- 
catioc so requisite in the composition of great 
meu, and which was the peculiar characteris- 
tic of Old Hickory's mind, to wit—a self-re- 
liable opinionllis mistake goes not so much 
to affect his honesty, as his judgment. It 
seems that after Us nomination, he was drawn 
out into a public avowal of free soil sentiments, 
but before this letter was colu, discovering his 
mistake, probably,—he publishes another, in 
which he states that the first “slipped out” by 
aecideyt, and being in an unfinished state, did 

| not correctly represent bis views—whereupon 
I six of bis most particular friends published a 

| statement certifying that Mr. Atwood stated 
in their presence, that the first letter contained 

| his “sincere, deliberate and honest opinions.” 
Here was a dilemma—even if there was 

j none before, and a general call from the dem- 
! ocratie press was made, requiring him to put 

the matter right before the public in some man- 

ner, and clear himself from the imputations 
resting upon him—and declaring that if the 

apparent contradictions and inconsistencies 
were not reconciled and explained, he could 
not rely upon the suffrages of his party. This 
brought out a third letter—the substance of 
which is tints stated : — 

Rev. John Atwood, the democratic candi- 
date for governor, has written another lcttpr, 
dated Jan. JO, in w hich he reiterates his views 
given in his first letter to John H. White and 
the free soilers. Although there are provis- 
ions in the fugitive slave law which he cannot 

approve, yet he ‘cannot countenance resistance, 
nullification, disunion, or any thing leading 
thtreto.' lie deems it his duty‘to maintain the 
supreme authority of the laws, and abide hv 
the Union.’ The letter is addressed to the 

I editors of the New Hampshire Patriot.” 
The principal democratic papers in the 

| State are quite free in expressing their disap- 
probation at this course, and are apprehensive 
that it will be necessary to bring out another 
candidate. The Boston Post thus comments 

upon the state of affairs there :— 

1 he Keene Republican leaves out the nom- 

ination of John Atwood tor governor, and ex- 

presses a preference lor Governor Dinsmoor. 
The Patriot publishes Mr. Atwood's letter, 
"Inch we mentioned on \\ edncsday, with 
comments severely censuring the writer, and 
promises developments which will place the 
matter in a true light. The tree soil paper at 
('uncord lias no name up for governor. Mr. 
Sawyer, of Dover, the regular whig candidate, 
lias disgusted a portion of his party by dodging 
on the subject of slavery. The whig free 
suilers will probably vote for Sawyer, and the 
other kind of free suilers for Atwood. The 
distinct democratic and whig parties have bulb 
placed themselves on the constitutional plat- 
form ot L xiux and support of the compromise 
measures. They are an overwhelming majori- 
ty of the people of New Hampshire. The 
■election takes place in March.” 

The reverend gentleman should retire from 
the contest ami allow the parly an opportunity 
to place in nomination a man better qualified 
for the gubernatorial duties. 

Massachusetts Politics. 

The utmost efforts of the coalitionists, we 

arc glad to perceive, have failed to secure the 
election of Mr. Sumner. That extraordinary 
influences have been brought to bear upon the 

dissenters, fur the accomplishment of this oh-! 
joct, is very apparent. The Senate, without 
much difficulty, succeeded in effecting an elec- 
tion—but this seemed not to affect the result 
in the House—then the election of Senator for 
the short term was called up, with a view of 
trying the efficacy of a new mode of tactics.— 
Mr. Uantoul was elected for the short term by 
the Senate, and afterwards by the House.— 
The balloting fur the long term Senator is to I 
be again resumed to-day. We very much ; 

mistake the grit of tiiose who have up to this ! 
time remained true to their national instincts, I 
if they are to be caught by any such chaff as I 
the above. We do not believe that there was 

any real or implied bargain between the coali- j 
tiun parties, by which the free soilers can 

claim so much of their allies. 
Throughout the ballotiugs it Will he noticed 

that two ballots have been thrown for S. C. 
Phillips. These were from Palfrey men, un- 

doubtedly—who are only awaiting an oppor- 
tunity of giving in their support for Sumner, 
when their votes will effect a choice—or per- 
haps they arc in the market for a bid. Three 
more of the Spartan band must be operated 
upon before an election can lie had. We await 
the result with fearlul forebodings and appre- 
hensions, lest such irresistable, overpowering 
influences may be brought to bear upon them 
as to overwhelm and overcome them. 

Political Amalgamation. 
The Worcester Palladium, in allusion to ] 

the tendencies exhibited, just at this moment, ! 
towards political amalgamation, remarks: 

liy some strange transition of political senti- 
ment, the adverse opinions which divided the 
democratic and federal parties, in 1798, and 
kept them separate unto the present day, have 
suddenly been fused and melted into each oth- 
er. The gulf between parties has closed up as 
in- a moment. Some potent influence has 
blinded the eyes of men to distinctions that 
were once as marked as light and darkness.— 
A sort of‘era of good feeling’seems to have 
come upon ns, which makes us ‘all federalists, 
all democrats :’ and men who, their lives long, 
have been maintaining opposite theories of 
government, And themselves, as in a spell 
which we cannot understand, believing the 
same doctrines, and giving them practical ef- 
fect. 

Whether the above is true or not, of the en- 

tire people, it is very evident that some of onr 

State Legislatures are amalgamating most sin- 

gularly, in their U. S. Senator elections.— 
“Little Windy” has really elected a democrat, 
through the aid of whigs, to offset the whig 
elected by the Missouri democrats. We are 

not apprehensive, however, that democracy 
will ever lose its identity. If whiggery is 
found to “cave in” sufficiently to fill up the 

gap that separates it from democracy, so be it. j 
Mr. Drew, of the Gospel Banner heard j 

Rev. E. IS. Webb, the successor of Dr. Tap- | 
pan, at Augusta, preach his inaugural sermon 

on Sunday the 10th, and justly compliments 
him as follows : 

Mr. W. comes to this community well re- 

commended. Descended from a respectable 
family in Newcastle, Me., he was educated at 
Bowritiin College, where he sustained a high 
reputation as a scholar; and his theological studies werei pursued by a regular course at 
the Bangor Ideological Seminary, capped at 
Princeton, N. J. Of sound natural talents, a handsome person a good lileraiy and theologi- ca education, and above all, an unblemished religious moral character, he comes amonost 
us entitled to our respect and good offices ;fnd most cordially do we hid him welcome as a ciu- zen and pastor ol Augusta. 

Q?' The Bentonites in tnissouri have come 
out against a national convention for the nomi- 
nation ol a democratic candidate for the presi- 
denev. 

The Administration and the Sailors. 
The following statements and remarks we 

take from the Bangor Democrat, which go to 

show us clearly as anything can, the rial char- 
acter of irhiggery, and what it would do, had it 
the power. 

It has long been a matter of regret with us 

that the Navy Department has nut been under 

the administration of men more competent to 

conduct its affairs than have the greater part of 

those who have been called tu preside over it 
for many years past. 

What are the specific qualifications that may 
be requisite in the head of that important de- 

partment of the public service, in order to en- 

sure an intelligent and efficient discharge of its 
varied duties, is not for us to show, or even to 

suggest; but we hold that no one can possess 
them very fully, who cither needs or allows 
about him a sub-cabinet of liveried coxcombs 
to dictate measures, or make recommendations 
for the benefit of tenants of the quarter deck, 
while Jack is left to the hard fare of the fore- 

castle, exposed to every degradation to which 
official insolence or legalized tyranny may sub- 

ject him. 
1 hat many of the Secretaries of the Navy 

have summoned boards of navy officers to 

Washington for consultations, to obtain 
from them views suggestions relative to 

the general regulations of the service, and to 

ask their advice in reference to measures pro- 
posed to be recommended to congress for adop- 
tion, is well known ; and we see no improprie- 
ty in requiring officers of long experience and 
sound common sense to communicate to the de- 
partment any farts which may be deemed nec- 

essary as a basis for any proposed measure.— 

But where such boards are consulted on ques- 
tions of mere expediency, of mere opinion ; or 

are called together for the express purpose of 

framing laws and regulations for the service, 
at the request of the department, however par- 
tial, incomplete or unjust they may be, it is 
time congress should look to the matter, and 
leave the Secretary and his satellites to their 
own iniquitous devices, and teach them the 
wholesome lesson, that it is theirs to obey, not 

to make, laws. 

Among all the measures which such boards 
have heretofore concocted for the N avy Depart- 
ment, none has ever been so grossly preposter- 
ous, so barbarous, or so monstrous as the 1IOT 
IKON recommendation of the present incum- 
bent. rIhe old federal alien and sedition 
laws sink almost into nothingness, in compari- 
son with the modern whig recommendation of 
BRANDING our hardy seamen with HOT 
IRONS. 

The Democrat says : 

One of the darling objects of the present ad- 
ministration, seems to be the restoration of the 
lash in the United States Navy. 

There is no navy in the world, where sailors 
I have been so shamefully abused, as the Amer- 
1 lean navy. 

1 he disclosures made at the time of the cat- 

astoplie oil hoard the brig Somers, are still 
fresh in public recollections. 

The log book of a frigate returned about 12 ; 

months since, after a 3 years’ cruise, showed 
the administration in that space of time, of up- 

■ 

wards of FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND 
LASHES. 

The abuse bad become so flagrant and enor- 
mous, that Congress at its last session, in spite 
of the thousand and one dandy officers, who 
are constantly loafing about Washington, pro- 
hibited the use of the lash altogether. 

During the recess of Congress, a board of 
these same officers has been in session at Wash- 
ington, endeavoring to restore the cat-o-nine 
tails. They appear to have gained over the 
President and the head of the navy department, 
to their views. Mr. Fillmore, in bis annual; 
message, hardly took the pains to cuuceal bis 
partiality for flogging, and the annual report 
from the Sec. of the Navy, was still more ex- 

plicit in the same direction. 
More recently, the same Secretary, acting, 

doubtless with the concurrence of the other 
members of the cabinet, and of the President, 
has sent in a special report to Congress, in 
which lie recommends BRANDING WITH 
HOT IRONS, asa necessary substitute for the 
lash. 

Now, we apprehend that the Secretary hard- 
ly expects to drive a democratic Congress into 
any such measures of abomination as that. The 
HOT IRONS will not go down this nineteenth 
century. Rather than to submit to such horri- 
ble barbarity, the people of this country would 

| prefer to see the whole navy sunk to the bot- 
tom of the ocean. The Secretary knows that 
well, ami so does the President, They are 
now holding up the HOT IRONS, t« drive 
Congress back to the old system of the LASH. 
They will ellect no such object, in any such 
way. The HOT IRONS are in tire hands of 
the people, and will yet mark as deep a brand 
upon the gentlemen now in power, as they 
have fixed already upon the late Galphin Cab- 
inet. 

I iiree boards of officers have been recently 
j in session at Washington:— 

1. A mixed board of army and navy officers, 
to settle questions of relative rank, pay, and 

I c/i'/uct/e. 
I ’J. A board of army officers to recommend 

new grades of title and dignity. 
3. A board of navy officers, to fix new pun- ! 

ishraents for the sailors. 
W hat they ask for the country, is, NEW j 

TI I’LES for the officers, and HOT IRONS 
for the men. 

Scarcity of Silver Coin. 

1 here is at this time a general complaint: 
throughout the country of the scarcity of small: 
silver coins. \\ e have entertained this opin-1 
ion for some time past, as far as ourself is con- 

cerned, but supposed it nothing out of the or- 

dinary experienced’ an editor. It seems, how- 
ever, that we are not alone. 

'I lie cause of the scarcity is thought to he 
the higher valued’silver coin as compared with 
gold,—this fact, and the increased plentifulness 
ot gold, causing the silver to be bought up and 
melted by the jewellers. We can attest that 
the jewellers have melted up none of ours, as 

wo have found no difficulty in doing this with- 
out having to meet a very large bill for char- 
coal, either. The N. Y. Jour, of Commerce re- 
marks upon this scarcity :— 

I here is more call for specie from the 
South, some has already been sent, and between 
two and three hundred thousand dollars will go 
by the next opportunity, making half a million 
in three weeks. It is understood that this de- 
mand from that quarter lias sprung, in part, if 
not wholly, from the interior, and is to supply the vacancy which has been created by the sale 
of the silver coin. 

It is a matter of some surprise to mercantile 
men here, that Congress should make no pro- 
vision to prevent the drainage of silver and in- 
crease the coinage of change. The Mint in 
Philadelphia spends the chief of its force upon 
double eagles, while the sub-treasury here must 

buy the change to use at its counter. 
The most natural remedy—to make gold the 

legal standard of value, and to debase the silver 
currency, so that its intrinsic value shall he 
lessened, and shipments of change thus preven- 
ted—has not met, as far as we can learn, with 
a single objection.” 

Harter's New Monthly Magazine for 
Februarv may he said te be an embodiment of 
the spirit of all the Magazines, foreign and 

domestic, in which we find the best articles on 

all subjects, from the pens of the ablest Euro- < 

pean and American writers. We have a copy , 

of the first Vol. bound, which makes a very 
handsome and truly valuable book. For sale t 

by Stearns & Co. 

Ladies vs. Pantaloons. 
The Subject of ladies’ dresses is now attract- 

ing the attention of acveral gentlemen of the 

corps editorial. The editor or the South Bos- 
ton Gasette has taken hnld of the matter with 
his usual aest, and thus discourses: 

“Give us one good reason, one argument 
in favor of long dresses. Is it to be ntodestl 
No, that cannot bo, for which is most Immod- 
est, a short dress and a proper protection for 
the ankles, or a long dress which must btiiift- 
ed to the knees every time the lady crosses the 
street. We are certain that it cannofbe mod- 

esty that prevents ladies from wearing short 
dresses and pantaloons—yes, pantaloons ! 

Let our ladies dress it la Turi/ue, and w hat a 

change for the better will he accomplished.— 
Let them wear a hood or a cap upon their 

heads, a dress at least as high in the neck as 

the shoulders, (a marked change from the pres- 
ent fashion,) a dress reaching somewhat below 
the knees, and a pair of pantaloons. The lat- 
ter need not be made after the style of those 
worn by the male sex, hut in that style which 
shall best suit the taste, comfort and conveni- 
ence of the wearer. They need not be made 
of broadcloth ; no, satin will do, or anything 
the ladies may see lit to choose. Long hoots 
may be worn upon the feet, and then the ladies 
may begin to feel like ladies. Instead of drab- 
ling in the mud and slosh, she will glide over 

the mire and water as easily as can be imag- 
ined, while a little ducking will do neither her- 
self or her clothes the least damage. Is there a 

lady but what would be glad to see the change 
made? is there one who if she had her choice 
would not adopt the new suit? 

Awfui. Steamboat Accident—Orer One 
Hundred Lu'cs Lvsl—The steamer John Ad- 
ams, hound from New Orleans to Cincinnati, 
sunk on Wednesday near Greenville. In five 
minutes afterwards hor cabin parted from her 
hull, and broke in two. All the deck passen- 
gers, numbering over one hundred, were lost; 
also the deck hands and fireman, excepting 2. 
None of the cabin passengers were lost, though 
they did not succeed in saving any of their bag- 
gage. 

["ZT The cars on the Kennebec and Portland 
Railroad were detained on Thursday by the 
locomotive running off the track beyond Bruns- 
wick. The rains of the previous day had over- 

flowed the track, and frozen. The track frame 
was broken, hut no other damage was done. 

Massachusetts Senatok.—Robt. Rantoul, 
Jr., has been elected U. S. Senator for the 
short term by both branches of the Legisla- 
ture. 

OF" The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
then comprising within its limits, the territory 
of Maine, adopted the federal constitution Feb. 
Gth, 1788, just sixty-two years ago to-day.— 
The vote stood 187 to 168. 

Cuban Trials at Xew Orleans.—The jury in 

j the case ol Gen. Henderson were discharged 
I 

on the 21st ult., after having been shut up 21 

j huurs without being able to agree ; tltey stood 
8 for convicting, four for acquitting. Con. II. 
managed his own defenee. 

Democratic. U. S. Senatorfrom R. Island.— 
On Thursday last, Charles T. James, demo- 
crat. was chosen senator lor six years, to suc- 

I eeed Albert C. Greene, whig. 

rW Two brotlicrs named Webb, one aged 
22, the other 10, in Hayward county, 'Venn., 
on the 22d ult., quaralled about a slate. The 
elder knocked the younger down, and he in 
turn killed tlvo elder with a knife. 

~2T According to a letter from Rev. Mr. Has- 

tings, who preaches in the Protestant chapel, 
at Rome, it has not been closed at all by the 

1 papal power, as reported. 

Gooey's Laey's Hook for February is a 

rich No. The embellishments are, as usual, 
of superior merit. For sale at .Stearns’. 

The Democratic Review for February is 
embellished with a fine steel plate portrait of 
Hon. Thomas 15. Florence, member of con- 

gress from Pennsylvania. Its table of contents 

embraces many valuable essays, biographies, 
criticisms, Ac., of the highest order. Kcllell 
A Moore, publishers, New York. 

The Weather for the past week lias been 

principally of the Franconia sort, the thermom- 
eter on Friday morning indicated 18 degrees 
below zero. 

At New Gloucester, on Friday, the ther- 
mometer was 27 degrees below zero. 

Ourjirst page.—On our first page, this 

week, will be found another communication 

from “J. T. G ,” in whose descriptions all our 

readers have no doubt felt a deep interest. Al- 

so an excellent article, upon commerce, which 
will well repay a careful perusal. 

CCr* The cars commenced running on the 
York and Cumberland ltailroad on Wednes- 

day, the 5th inst. 

{jtj- The Hath Qcahtette Ci.cn give another 

concert this (Wednesday) evening, at the City 
Hall. The Hall will no doubt be well tilled. 
An entire new programme is announced, and 
we are expeciing a rich treat. 

It having been represented to Judge Ware 
that the health of young Wellington, commit- 
ted to jail in llangor for robbing the Tost Of- 
fice, is in a very precarious stale, he has au- 

thorized his bail to be reduced to $500—which 
has been procured, and he has been liberated. 

A Toast. At the late Franklin celebration 
in St. Louis, a letter was read from the Hon. 
Edward Hatesconeluding with a clever toast: 

A Types and Figures—As long as the types 
are faithfully set up for the Constitution and 
the laws, so long the figures will be unable to 
set down the value of the Union.” 

The legacy left by Mr. McDonough, of Xew 
Orleans, to the Colonization Society is $25,- 
000 a year for 45 years. 

We learn from the Springfield Republican, 
that a meeting “in favor of sustaining the 
Constitution and the laws,” was held in Wil- 
brahim on the evening of the 20th ult. Reso- 
lutions were passed approving, in effect, the 
Fugitive Slave Law. A speech was made by 
A. C. Felton, Esq., and a prayer was offered by 
Rev. George M. Steel. 

The Steahek Atlantic. Xew York papers 
suggest that the government should employ 
some of the steamships subject to its call, on a 

cruise in search of the Atlantic. The Post 
states that a gentleman of Boston, who has rel- 
atives on hoard, has offered to contribute one 

thousand dollars towards the immediate fitting 
out of a steam vessel to proceed to the Azores. 

HonninLE. In Xew York, on Wednesday, 
John Kelley, a man of intemperate habits, 
made abet with several companions that he 
could drink more liquor than either of them. 
Within five minutes, Kelly drank three pints 
of spirits, winning the wager, and shortly died. 
The bar-keeper was arrested for selling the li- 
quor in that quantity, to be drank by one per- 
son at one time. 

Great Fire at New Orleans_A tie-1 
Birtictive fire occurred nt N, Orleans on Sat- 
urday, destroying (lie St. Charles Hotel, Mr. 

Clapp's Church-, it rrteiliotllst Church nnd otli- 
dr buildings. A dispatch dated tit New Or- 
leans IhB l9th Ult,, gives the following par- 
ticulars of the Conflagration: 

‘Pile tremendous conflagration that occur- 

t'edlieie yesterday is the heaviest calamity 
(hat has befallen New Orleans for many 
years the destruction of the St. Charles llo- 
lel, whieb was the pride of the Ssouth, will be 

severely fell. 
Hus mess yeist<$day was quite sti3|iciitled in' 

consequence of the excitement. In addition 
to the St. Charles, Clapps Church, the Meth- 
odist Church in Poydrus street, nnd other 
buildings were destroyed, making tlnr loss 
not less than half a million of dollars. 

The insurance's amounted to $130,000, 
$100,000 of which is oil the St. Charles, 
chiefly in New Orleans. The Methodist 
Church was insured in the Nashville Life & 
Trust Co., and in the Tennessee Marine nnd 
(lire Insurance Co. It is reported that sev- 
eral lives linve been lost in the cotiflaginlion. 

Important to Shippkrs.—The following 
extract from n letter has been published by 
Ellwuod Walter, Secretaty uf the board of 
underwriters: 

‘For some time past, some vessels from 
the Northeastern ports have made some pro- 
voking losses by carrying unreasonable bur- 
dens on deck. The Board of Underwriters 
of New Orleans bad a meeting, and pissed 
a resolution, of which a copy is enclosed. 

‘Whereas, some vtssels from Eastern 
ports in the Imited States and especially from 
Boston, carrying many tons of stone, and 1 
other heavy property on the decks, which 
cause the decks to open and leak, and there- 
by damaging the cargoes, without arising 
from bad weather or perils of the sea.— 
Therefore be it 

‘Resolved, That from and after the first of 
February, 1S51, no cargo will he considered 
as insured by the companies and agencies 
composing lliis hoard, subject to partial loss 
or particular average, by anv vessel which 
carries stone or heavy deck loads from any 
port in the United States to New Orleans.’ 

Switzerland and the II. State*. 
A letter from Berne to a gentleman of 

Washington city under date of Dec. 1<3, con- 

tains the following interesting information ; 

‘To-day the treaty (with the United States) 
will receive the unanimous sanction of the 
popular lira licit of the national assembly ; on 

Wednesday that of the senate. Both bodies 
act upon it in open session.* * * * 

The message written by the president of 
the republic, communicating the treaty to the 
national assembly, is the most complimenta- 
ry document to the United titntes of any that 
ever emanated from the executive depart- 
ment of a foreign government. One of the 
most distinguished members proposed that 
the vote should be unanimous, hot the roll 
should he called in order that each member 
might have an opportunity to record his name 
in favor of a measure which was destined to 

exercise a great moral ami political influence 
not only hi Switzerland but in continental 
Europe. This was done, and not a voice was 
recorded in the negative. Instead of taking 
article by article,as is usually the case, the 
treaty was adopted en blue. 

The committee which reported the treaty 
have recomineadei! the establishment of a 

permanent mission at Washington, and in 
the course of next summer, if the senate ap- 
prove the treaty, a charge d’affaires will be 
appointed.’ 

Railroad Accidents.—On Wednesday 
afternoon no Irishman, named Francis Fitz- 
patrick, fell from one ol the Jin cars, employ- 
ed on the Essex Railroad, near the North 
Bridge. The fiesii of both extreniiies of his 
legs and the lower part of his abdomen is 

dreadfully lorn and btuised, but no bone was 
broken. 

Tbe young English woman, whose nrm 

was so much injured by an accident at the 
sialiuu of the Essex Railroad that it was 
found necessary to amputate it,lias made ma- 

ny triends among the ladies whose charitable 
otlices lightened her sickness; and, through 
their efforts, a subscription of several hun- 
dred dollars lins been made, tor tbe purpose 
of enabling her tu set up in some little busi- 
ness which may maintain her.—[Sirlcm Oaz. 

Another.—Between 12 and l o'clock on 

Thursday afternoon, Mr. Abbot conductor of 
a freight train on the Boston and Maine 
Railroad, was instantly killed at hi. Reading. 
It is suppos?d that in attempting to get tip- 
on the train after it was m motion, he made 
a misstep and fell upon the track. The 
whole train passe over him, mangling his bo- 

dy in the most shocking manner. Mr. Ab- 
bott belonged 10 Andover, was 35 years of 
age, anil leaves a mother, brothers and sis- 
ters to mourn his loss. 

Still Another.—An Irishman was in- 
stonily killed on Monday afternoon, near the 
Natick depot, on the Boston and Worcester j 
Railroad. He was crossing the track as two 

trains were moving in different directions, 
and was tun over by one of them.—[Post. 

Smash-up on the Cheshire Railroad.— 
On Tuesday afternoon the down freight, 
train on tlie Chesire Railroad, while crossing 
a high embankment near Walpole, N. H- 
was thrown trom the track by the breaking 
of one of the truck wheels. The train was 

very lung, anil heavily laden with produce 
ami live stock. It was driven by tsvo en- 

gines, one in front and the other in rear of 
the train, and at the time of the accident the | 
movements of ■ he machines not being svn- 

clirontis, five long cars were pushed down! 
tlie embankment. The cars were badly bro-1 
ken, and it is reported that fifty sheep, two, 

very valuable horses and five oxen were kill- 
ed. Two men were in a car laden with po-! 
tiitocs; the potatoes wete smashed, hut the 
men escaped. Several of the brakemen es- i 

caped by jumping from the train, while oth- 
ers descended with the wreck, but were not 

seriously injured. The train arrived at Keene 
about 1) o'clock tlie same evening.— Common- 
wealth. 

Rockland Mi'xicu'ai, Court. On the 23<1 
ult., Howard Blasdell and Elbridge L. Thom- 
as, two young men, apparently eighteen or 
nineteen years of age, each, were arrested and 
brought before Judge Cochran, of the Munici- 
pal Court, on a charge of assault and battery 
upon C. (i. C. Collins. These two boys at- 
tended the school of which Mr. Collins was 
teacher, and upon his attempting to punish 
one of them for a violation of order, the two, 
in accordance with a concerted arrangement, 
turned upon the teacher and succeeded in 
mastering him. The suit was brought for the 
recovery of damages, and resulted in the impo- 
sition of a tine of seven dollars each, and costs, 
amounting in the whole to twelve dollars and 
14 cents apiece. It appeared from the evi- 
dence that these youth were notoriously vic- 
ious and unmanageable ; and had been the 
cause of many similar disturbances heretofore. 
— Gazette. 

Pit vth of Audubon, the Ornithologist.— 
Mr. Audubon, the distinguished Ornitholo- 
gist, died at llarlein, near New York, on Mon- 
day morning. II is age was between 70 and 
80. He has for some time been suffering un- 
der loss of sight. Audubon has had few equals 
in fame and merit among the naturalists, who 
have made this country the field of their in- 
vestigations. His splendid work on the birds 
of America, is among the most prized orna- 
ments of the principal libraries of Kurope as 
well as America. He was adventurous and 
intrepid in his pursuit of science : and the nar- 
rative of his excursions is written in a simple 
flowing style, indicating no ordinary power of 
description. Audubon was of French descent. 
Some of the best and most eulogistic critiques 
upon his Ornithological writings, appeared in 
Blackwood’s Magazine and were written by Frof. Wilson.— Transcript. 

Fatal Accident. Wcare pained to learn 
that Mr. Abbot, baggage-master at the K. and 
P. Depot, Portland, was killed on Friday, 
while attempting to jump on to the cars as 

they wore leaving the Depot at Boston. 

_CONGRESS. 
In tint Senate on Tuesday, Mr, Clny pre* seiited .,wo petitions from Pittsburg and 

Uniontown, Ps., complaining of the opera- tion of the Thrift" oflS4d, ami representing the sutler,0g ot those interested In iron, coal, gins# cotton sod wool*,,, by the edoptiou of 
ad rtvorun instead of specific duties 

Mr. Gwtnn ofle^d a resolution calling for the correspondence between the U. s. 
and British authorities relative to the seizure 

,ot a vessel at Astoria, -.Oregon. Adopted. 
Mr. Badger, from the naval Commitiee, to 

whom liacCbeen referred llie communication 
of ihe Secretary mrlhe Navy, on the subject 
of the abolition of Hogging in the Navy, 
reported a hill to enforce discipline and 
promote gootl conduct and order in I tie Navy. 
The hill provides punishment by dismissal 
or discharge, or by solitary confinement in 
irons not exceeding 20 days on bread mid 
writer. 

The Cuhlornm private land claim lull was 

taken up. Several amendments were made. 
The Senate then adjonrned. 

House.—The House resumed the con- 

sideration of the pending motion to refer to 

the committee of the whole on the state of the 
Union, the hill heretofore reported by Mr. 
Johnson of Tenn., proposing to give to ev- 

ery head of a family ICO acres of the public 
domain, on condition that he will occupy 
and improve the same fora certain period. 

Mr. Conger moved to refer it lo the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the 
Union. Mr. Johnson, of Penn, called for 
the yeas and nays on this motion. He said 
to send the hill there was equivalent to its 

rejection. The bill was however referred to 
the Committee, yeas 121, nays C4. 

In the Senate, on Wednesday, Mr. Rush 
reported hack the bill reducing the rates of 
postage, and asked that it Ire taken tip in 
order to have it filed for some day. 

Mr. Clemens objected, and the bill goes 
on the calendar. 

The hill to ascertain private land claims 
was taken up. The question pending was 

the amendment of Air. Walker lo add to the 
13th section that in every case when a patent 
shall he issued, the patent shall operate only 
as a relinquishment of the U. S. title. Mr. 
Baldwin moved to aJd to Mr. Walker’s 
amendment a provision that this relinquish- 
ment of title by the U. Its. shall enure only 
to the benefit of such person who has the 
best title. Mr. Walker accepted this as a 
modification of his amendment. After long 
debate, the amendment was rejected—ayes 
21 nays 24. 

i Alter Inrther debate, without a vote, the 
senate adjourned. 

The House went into committee on the 

deficiency hill. The chairman Mr. Meade, 
stated the pending question to he the amend- 
ment which Mr. Strong offered yesterday. 
He pronounced it out of order. 

Several amendments were made to the 
deficiency bill, when the committee rose 
under the operation of the previous question. 
The amendments were concurred in, and 
the bill passed. The hill appropriates §1>- 
300,000 to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
priations tor the present fiscal year. 

Mr. Chandler oft'ered a substitute for the 
hill establishing a branch mint at Sun Fran- 
cisco, and an assayer’s office in New York. 
It was read, when the committee rose. 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, the debate on 

the bill was ordered to cease Friday at 12 
o’clock. Adjourned. 

In the Senate, on Thursday, numerous 

petitions and reports were presented. 
Mr. Rusk reported a joint resolution pro- 

viding that dead letters remaining in the post 
ofiicu in California and Oregon shall he 
opened hy a post master at Sail Francisco, 
and that a special agent he appointed. All 
letiersnot containing valuables lo he destroy- 
ed there ; those containing valuables lo he sent 
to the department at Washington. The 
special agent to be appointed shall have a 

salary ol §2500. The joint resolution was 

considered, and the engrossment ordered. 
The hilt on private land claims in Califor- 

nia was taken up. The question pending 
; was on Mr. Benson's modified aiiienduieiu, 
j bona tide possession for twenty years should 
! be evidence of a perfect claim. Air. Gwin 
opposed the amendment. 

Mr. Clay opposed the amendment, and 
then, on motion, tlie senate adjourned. 

The House went into committee of the 
w hole on the state of the Union on the hill 
for establishing a branch mint in New York 
and an nssayur's otlicu and branch mint at 
San Francisco. 

Mr. King, of New Jersey, obtained the 
floor, but gave way for a motion that the 
committee rise, which prevailed. 

Mr. Vinton made mi effort to extend the 
time fur closing the debate to 4 o'clock, in- 
stead of from 12 to 3, pending which motion 
the house adjourned. 

hi the Senate, on Friday, Mr. Mason's res- 

olution directing inquiry into the propriety 
of paying Spanish claimants arising out of 
the Antistad case, was taken up and adopted. 

The chair presented a communication 
from Mr. Weiglttman, senator elect from 
New Mexico, asking lor the enactment of a 
law declaring New Mexico one of the United 

j States, on certain conditions. Referred to 
the territorial committee. Several other res- 
olutions were introduced. 

The joint resolution concerning California 
dead letters, which was engrossed yesterday, 
was taken up and passed. 

The hill relative to private land claims in 
California was resumed. 

Mr. Renton moved several amendments, 
all of which were rejected. Adjourned. 

/ioiMC.*—T!>c resolution to close the debate 
on the New York am! California branch 
mint bill was amended by extendin'- ,'!;C 
lime from 12 to 3 o’clock to day. °The 
house then went into committee ofthe whole 
on the state ofthe Union on that bill. 

Mr. Cabell offeted an amendment to 
come in at the end of the first section, pro- 
viding that one fourth of the aggregate of 
coinage shall be in gold dollars, one fburih 
quarter eagles,and one eighth double eagles, lie alluded to the unsatisfactory coinage at 

Philadelphia, last year. The amendment 
was adorned. 

JVlr. Venable spoke against the necessity of the New York mint. After which the 
committee rose. Adjourned. 

Saturday.—In the Senate, Mr. Seward 
presented a petition from Rochester, N. Y. 
praying, that the revenue from boxes in the 
post office he paid into the treasury, instead 
of to the postmasters; 

Mr. Clay presented numerous petition for 
a modification of the tariff.' 

Mr. Hunter presented ihe following reso- 
lution, which was adopted :_ 

"Resolved, that the committee mi finance 
he instructed to inquire into the expediency of coining dollars and quarter dollars of gold and silver, in the proportion of equal value, 
according to the standard between the two 
metals, as now fixed by law.” 

Mr. Hale’s resoluiion calling for the cor- 
respondence relative to the Amisiad claims 
was taken up and adopted. 

Alter a short executive session the doors 
were opened, and Mr. Kaufman’s death was 
announced by message from the house. 

Mr. Rusk moved the usual resolutions, winch were adopted, and the senate adj. The funeral will take place on Monday. House.—After reading of journal Air. 
Howard announced the death of his colleamie 
Mr. Kaufman, yesterday. He gave auSac- 
cotint of the short interval previous to his 
death, stating that he died of affection of the 
heart, and without a struggle. He proceeded 
10 relate the chief incidents of his l*fe, and 
passed a high tribute to Ins public and pri- 
vate character. Messrs. Morse, McLanalian 
and MeClernand also spoke eulogies. The 
usual resolutions were adopted,and the house 
adjourned as a mark of respect. 

The Senate on Monday assembled ard prr. 
ceeded to the house to attend Kaufman's fu- 
neral, alter which re-assembled hut adjourn- 
ed without business. 

The House was opened with prayer ny 
Rev. Mr. Gurley. The body of Mr. Kauf- 
man was enclosed in n metallic cnse and 

brought into the hall and deposited in the 
area fronting the clerks desk. The com- 

mittee of arrangements, pall bearers and 
officers of both bouses, wore scarfs, and 
members of both houses crape on left arm. 

Th6 justices of the supreme court, in their 
gowns, rtia president, cabinets, senators, 
family hhd friends of the deceased, officers 
of executive departments and others, were 
in attendance, Gen. Scott and aids were 
alsb present in full dress. The galleries 
were crowded. The Rev. Mr. Butler, chap- 
lain of the senate, read n potion of the service 
of the Episcopal clmrcli. The Rev. Mr. 
Gurley preached a short sermon from the 
following text :—“The fast enemy that shall 
he destroyed is death.” The procession was 
then formed according to programme and 
the corpse conveyed to the congressional 
burying ground. 

FOREIGN NEWS. 
Arrival of the Canada. 

SEVEJV DA r.s LATER E'ROM EUROPE. 
Hal,fax Ttltgraph Office, ) 

Monday, Feb, J,P.M.\ Steamer Canada arrived here at 12 o’clock 
to-day. She brings no tidings of the Atlan- 
tic. The Africa arrived at Liverpool on 
Sunday afternoon, January 12th. 

The English general news is of trilling interest and the papers are chiefly tilled with 
speculations relative to the exciting topira 
likely to engage the early attention of parlia- 
ment. 

The Baltimore ship Fraconia was wreck- 
ed oil Holyhead on the 11th tilt. Her 
cargo of tobacco, the captain, chief mate, 
and 11 hands were lost. 

The screw steamer Nautilus, between 
Cork and London, was lost on Wednesday 
night. Nine lives were lost. 

It is stated on the uuiliority of Earl Iviont- 
eagle, that the British government have re- 
solved to make Holly head the port of arrival! 
mid departure for the transatlantic mailt 
steamers. 

Accounts from Rome ami the papal state* 
represent a growing apprehension uod unea- 
siness among all classses. 

France. Louis Napoleon appears to 
have gained for a time a complete mastery 
over Gen. Changarnier and the national as- 
sembly. The committee of public safety 
have reported the following resolution in re- 
gard to the late measures of the government, 
and an exciting debate relative thereto, was 
going on in the assembly at the latest date : 
‘The national assembly, acknowledging tho 
right of the executive power to dispose of 
military commands, blames the use it made 
of that right, and declares Unit the general in 

! chiefof the army of Paris shallpreserve the ti- 
!*tle totbe confidantswhielt the-national assem- 

bly testified to Inin in the sittm-ir of the third 
instant.’ The resolution passed to the aides 

i of the day. 
| Lite peremptory dismissal of Gen. Clian- 
gamier, by the president, lias caused great dissatisfaction among the leaders of the par- 
ty of order, who profess to see in that act 
die foreshadowing of Louis Napoleon’s de- 
sire to obtain obsoluie power. '['lie govern- 
ment is charged with interposing no barriers 
to the violent abuse through the journals of 

! the general and his friends, and it is also 
charged th t the revolutionary cries of die 
army are a LowcJ to pass without reprimand. The question of the dotation hill has not 
been brought forward in the assembly. A 
formidable opposition is being organized to 
its allowance. 

The French coast has Iwen visited with a 
(earful gale; sixty merchant vessels put into the port for safety. 

Spain. Another weekly resigaarisa- of 
the Spanish cabinet has taken phtce, and 
this time it is said that Narvaez has actually left Madrid. 

Denmark and the Duchies. The news 
from tne Duchies is that the Ilolsteiners 
have made an unconditional surrender to 
the King ot Denmark, through the instru- 
memaltly of the Austrian ami Prussian com- 
missioners. The army lias been disbanded, and the chief mem hers of the Statliolderate 
have retired to Hamburg. 

Germans’. The Austrian project of a 
Zolvrieu union was the chief subject o! dis- 
cussion at Iasi dale. It meets with no lavo*- from the government of Prussia, but the 
Saxon and Bavarian governments are paid to favor the proposition. The Prussian gov- ernment hate resolved upon the imposition of a heavy income lex to yield two millions 
dollars, and to lie applied to the payment of 
the interest of the public delt contracted 
since I84S. 

India and China. The overland mail ar- 
rived on Monday. The whofe of India was 
tranquil. 

Accident. 
On Monday evening, a daugluer of Mrs 

Nealy ol tins town, was severely burned by breaking a fluid lamp. .Slu; was j„ lhe acT, ol moving a stand, on whirli the lamp stoe.f 
ami which was thrown upon the floor nod 
broken, the fluid taking fire and communica- 
ting with her dress. Sl.e rushed out of the door and her cries aitrncieil some of ihe 
neighbors, who immediately quenched the flames by means of ibu snow. The sufferer showed a remarkable instance of presence of 
mind in one so young, by miming out and 
throwing herself into the snow. We learn this morning that she is very comlortalife.— 
Mi. Kice oi tins town, had his hands severely burned in his exertion to put out the tire._ 1 liese accidents should be a warning to those who use the fluid. They cannot Ihmoo care- 
ful. No one should attempt ro fill a lamp while burning. — [Thomaston Miscellany. 

* 

! , 
D,'m t0 D' fr"" Friday afternoon last, about one o clock, tl.e wife of Thomas U ard who lives on A. Street, between Fourth and silver streets, stepped out, leaving her two little girls, one a child of four years, and the other but two playing about the room. At ball past one she returned, and found lhe young- est tying upon the floor with her clothes entitl Iv burned up, and the legs and bowels of the child bu rnt to a crisp. Dr. McGowan was im- 

mediately cafled, and dressed the bnrns, but the child after suffering the most acute agony, died at b 1-2 in the evening. Coroner flernck 
was called to view the body, but dtd not deem 
an inquest necessary. We saw the child as it 
lay in its coffin. The features were distorted, 

! but wcre not b“r"t in the least, while the lower 
part of the body was a mere crisp. The room 
had an open fireplace, and it is supposed the 

: child took fire from the flames, and that slta 
ran about the room, till she fell exhausted upon the floor.—S. Boston Gaz. 

L'AmLiTT OF Newspaper Subscriber,. The liability of subscribers lo newspaper and 
periodicals is not, perhaps, in many cases, duly considered. A case his recently been 
decided, which will awaken attention to the 
subject. Mr. Jasper Harding, of Pl.ihtdel- 
plna, nots'fice recovered a large sum 
(about $120, we believe,) for a subscription 
p* ,,,,,s-v^van'a Jtifjuirer Of a man in 

; Rhode island. The circumstances were 

| these—the subscriber took the paper some 

| lime and then sent notice of discoiuinunnce, 
tritkout forwarding the money Jor payment. 

1 The publisher took no notice of this, nor of 
several subsequent notices of refusal to take 

| ihe papers from the post office. The result 
was, that, notwithstanding the Rhode IslapJef 
did not receive the paper for several years, I yet he was forced to pay Mr. Harding the 
the. irhole amount up la the period claimed by. | the bill. 

Were the laws enforced more frequently 
in cases of delinquent subscribers of lou'r 
sin ruling, such heavy losses would not accrue 
so often to publishers. An occasional ex- 
ample may have a good effect 

---’ 
Tragical Occurrence at Provide,ice —Mr. 

Lewis, a minor actor, and an intemperate man, 
attempted to kill hia wife at Providence on 
Friday, with a butcher knife, while they were 

performing at a rehaersal in that city. Mrs, L., (known as Mrs. Stickney,) was severely but not fatally wounded. Mr. L. was arrest, 
ed, and while being secured, attempted to cut 
his throat. He is now in custody, 

M. Alexandre Dumas, the Jnlletonitte, on 
account of some theatrical speculations, has 
been declared b.mkrijpt tty the Paris Tribunal of Commerce. 


