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■ Who is Responsible ? 
The country is anxiously wailing for the 

organization of Congress. Four weeks have 

elapsed since the session commenced, and the 
House is not yet organized. Where rests the 

responsibility 1 Not w ith the democratic par- 
ty, surely, for the democrats are in a minority. 
The opposition, republicans and know noth- 
ings are in the majority, and nothing but their 
own quarrels prevents organization and stops 
the wheels ot legislation. With them, then, 
rests the responsibility of wasting the time of 

Congress and squandering the people's n^oney. 
Since the election of this Congress, we have 

had laTge stories told of what was to he ac- 

complished by this reform House of Repre- 
sentatives. Claiming a majority, they were 

sure of the organization, and then they would 

give the administration a lesson not to be soon 

forgotten. The people already see that the 

opposition is made up of factions not easily 
assimilated—that the know-nothings are sim- 

ply after the spoils, and the abolitionists long- 
ing for the same. They were unable even to 

agree in caucus, and confusion attends all 
their movements. There they are, floating 
along vainly attempting to rescue order from 

disorder till there appears no better chance of 

organization to-day than the first week of the 

session. With all their boasting of strength, 
they stand before t^te country a specimen of 

the weakness of a majority of factions. 
On the other hand, the democrats by the 

steadiness and quietness of tlieir adherence to 

their partv, and an almost unanimous nomina- 

tion for Speaker, demonstrate that the demo- 

cratic party is the only national parly upon 
which the people can rely to carry out any 
measure where national issues are involved. 

They seek no combinations, jbut stand to their 
nomination to a man. Let them stand there to 

the last even if it comes to defeat. Their 
enemies and the enemies of the Constitution 
can have but a temporary triumph. Truth is 

mighty, and the history of the democratic par- 
ly affords abundant evidence it will prevail at 

last. 

New Year's Day. 
The custom of observing New Year’s day as 

an occasion of rejoicing is of the most ancient 

origin. The Jews regarded it as the anniver- 

sary of Adam's birth-day, and therefore held 
it in great honor, but they did not give it a fes- 

tive character. Among the Romans the feast 

of Janus or the first of January, was instituted 

long before the age of historic records, and 
was assigned by the voice of tradition to the 

Teign of the good ting Numa, D. C., 713.— 

Rich gifts and sacrifices were then brought to 

Janus, the god of the new year, and the whole 

day was spent in festivities and mirth. The 
custom gained new strength under the Com- 

monwealth, for the civil year was made to be- 

gin at that time, and all tho magistrates en- 

tered on the duties of their office. Congratu- 
lations were of course extended to the new 

consuls and tribunes from which arose the 
habit still prevailing, of wishing all ‘‘a happy 
New Year.” When the empire was estab- 
lished on the ruins of the republic, the same 

custom remained, save only that the rich citi- 
zens who on that day attended the imperial 
court, carried no empty congratulations, but 
rich and cosily gifts. These were at first vol- 

untary offerings of loyalty, but finally became 

expected as matters of course, from all the 

leading families. So arose the custom of 

making New Year’s gifs, which has spread 
from Rome through the civilized world, and ! 
descended to the nineteenth century. 

It is a curious fact that the Christian Bish- 
ops strenuously opposed tho celebration of this 

day. They called it a heathenish practice 
which the disciple of Jesus should ever avoid ; 

and when the people still made presents and 
attended New Year's parties, the churches 
were opened and the day spent in fasting and 

prayer "to counteract the power of Paganism.” 
At such times the Christians began their ser- 

vice with singing the words, “Save us, O 

Jjord, and gather us from among the heathen.” 

Their preaching however, had no more effect 
that it often does in our day; but we cannot 

help thinking that in these hard times, many 
persons heartily wish the clergy had succeed- 
ed in rooting out the expensive custom. 

Holland is responsible for instituting com- 

plimcntanj calls on New YeaTg day. I he 

custom was brought to this country by the 
Dutch settlers of New Amsterdam, and still 
remains in ail its glory in New York. It has 

of late years been spreading into the neigh- 
boring cities, and will, we hope, be estab- 

lished here. It seems a fitting day to spend 
not in idle revelry, but pleasant social inter- 
course ; in keeping up old acquaintances and 

forming new ones ; in visiting old friends, 
and healing what causes of difference may 
have arisen in the past twelve months. It 
enables a gentleman to blot out all old scores 

from the “Book of Calls,’’ and start once more 

fair at the beginning of the year. At any rate, 
if the beginning of the year ought to indicate 
how we would have it spent, a large portion 
of its hours should be given to our friends. 

*« 

Economy of the Administration. 
In the future contests before the democratic 

party, says the Washington Union, among the 
most glorious evidences of democratio fidelity 
to the constitution will be found the economy 
with which the present administration has ad- 
hered to the example of the fathers of the re- 

public. 
The records of the government for nearly 

three years past may be thrown open to the 

roost malignant and embittered scrutiny, and 

nowhere upon its broad pages will be found a 

single stain to bring a blush to the cheek of an 

American citizen. No Galphins will stalk out 

to appal the people, no Gardiners will shake 
their gory locks from the hustings, but all will 
be distinct and cleara/n/ right. And if the na- 

tions of the earth have cause to be amazed and 
confounded at the simplicity and moderation of 
our institutions—if they have teason to shrink 
Imm the picture presented by the contrast be- 
tween their corrupt and extravagant rule and 
the honest and vigilant management of the 
American government—they will be still fur- 
ther startled to GnQ that as much care and as 

much attention are bestowed upon the financial 
affairs of twenty-six millions of people as the 
President of the United Slates and his advisers 
might be expected to show in ih%dispoailion of 
their own personal concerns. 

Qf We rre nnder obligation to Hon. 8. P. 
Benson, for Patent Office Reports, Report of 
Pacific Railroad Survey, &c. 

-—. 

Senator Cass and Mr. Gay. 
A Washington correspondent of the Spring- 

field Repttplican says that Gen. Cass has tak- 
en up his quarters at the National Hotel, 
which establishment has lately changed pro- 
prietors, and is now conducted by Mr. Guy, 
of Guy's hotel in Baltimore. This gentleman 
bears a very close resemblastce in his personal 
appearance to the distinguished Senator from 

Michigan, and mistakes have happened incon- 

sequence. Both are large, somewhat corpu- 

lent, and possessed of marked features, gait 
| and manlier. The writer in question says:— 

i “ A guest at the hotel lately astonished the 
I Senator by a demand for a better room.— 

: About an hour afterwards, as Gen. Csss was 

j leaving the house for the Senate, up came the 
! man again, and this time he commenced his 
i remarks by a familiar slap on the shoulder, 
i ‘Now I've got you, old Guy, and I want you 
I to have me moved down a story or two. Con- 

found it, I thought I asked you this morning, 
but it turned out to be old Cass I was speak- 
ing to, and lie looked as cross as a bear with 
a sore head.’ ‘Sir,’ replied the Senstor tit a 

stern tone, snd with a pulverizing glance, ‘you 
are evidently liable to mistakes, for you are 

now talking to Gen. Csss s second time. 
Good morning, sir.’ Tlte astonished victim 
rushed to the bar, paid his bill and moved to 

Willard's without delay.” 

Union of the N. Y. Democracy. 
The Albany Argus says : — 

Apart from the disastrous results to our 
State growing out of the division of the democ- 
racy, the democrats of New York are an ele- 
ment in the democracy of the Union ; and as 

such—essential to its success and the prosperi- 
ty of a common country—they have no right to 
war against each other—no right to he divided; 
no right to give the Slate, and not New York 
merely, but the Union, into the hands of its en- 
emies ; no right to trifle with the interests of 
the people, and betray the confidence reposed in 
them. 

While we do not consider New York, or any 
other one State, the battle-ground in the com- 

ing presidential eWction, yet, in view of the 

past, and whpr. we remember the consequences 
of a divided party in 1848, have not the democ- 
racy of the Onion a right to demand that the in- 
terests of the country and the great democratic 

party of the Union be not further jeoparded by 
petty warfare between the democracy of a sin- 
gle State ? Must assuredly. 

Every citiicn, be he the poor laborer or the 

princely merchant, is interested in the perma- 
nent success of tho democratic p3rty. It up- 
holds equally the interests of all classes, con- 

ferring special favors on none. It is not less 
impartial than honest, alike in ita professions, 
its principles, and its actiuns. Our State has 
gone over to the enemies of the democracy 
against the avowed popular will; and now that 
New York is placed in a false position before 
the siiter States of the Union, it behooves us to 

profit by past experience, though bitter be the 
lesson, and hereafter be one in thuught and in 
action. 

We have said the democratic party in this 
Stale would be reunited. We repeat the as- 

settion. Th~ presidential contest of next year 
trill find the democracy of the Empire State uni- 

\ ted. to a man, and, working earnestly and har- 
moniously for a common cause, it trill be ena- 

bled siiecessf ally to withstand the assaults of its 
enemies and maintain a permanent ascendency. 
-. 

The Kansas Troubles, 
Read the article from the Boston Post on 

Things in Kansas.” The latest news is 

peaceful. The Missouri volunteers have dis- 
banded and gone home, as we supposed they 
would. The free Slate men have agreed to 

abide by the laws, but are determined to defend 
their rights, fight or no fight, and stop people 
who do not reside in the Territory from voting 
there and governing them. In this they are 

right. The principles of the Kansas bill— 

squatter sovereignly—the liberties of the peo- 
ple—all demand that the people ofKansas shall 

govern themselves, do their own voting, and 
make their own laws. On this point the peo- 
plo of the country, with very few exception* in 

Missouri, are all agreed. 
11 Who knoweth what is good for man,” is 

the Biblical question which many find it hard 
to answer; but “who knoweth what any other 

man will think good,” seems a still harder one. 

We were reminded of this recently, by see- 

ing in a Review the following story from Bar- 
on Haxthausen's work on “Transcancasia.” 
The Russians captured a Turkish vessel on 

which they found six Circassian girls from 
twelve to fifteen years of age, intended for the 
slave market of Constantinople. They proved 
to belong to a race with whom Russia was at 

peace, and were therefore informed that the 
choice was opened to them to be sent back to 

their homes with the prince of their own race, 
to marry Russians and Cossacks of their free 
choice, to return with Baron llaxthausen to 

Germany wbe^e all the women are free, or, 

lastly, to accompany the Turkish Captain who 
would sell them in the slave market at Con- 
stantinople. They unanimously, and without 
a moment’s consideration, exclaimed, ‘To 

Constantinople to be sold.’ ” 

“ Withered is an Hour.”—The Spring- 
field Statesman says of the result of the Mas- 
sachusetts municipal elections,—“ Last year 
every city in thU Commonwealth but two— 

Charlestown and Newburyport—elected Know 
Nothing municipal officers. This year the 

party has succeeded in Lawrence only. Sure- 
ly, its days were as the grass, or like the 

morning flower—the blasting wind blew o’er 
its field—it withered in an hour 1" 

Qy Mr. Washburn, one of our Maine rep- 
resentatives in Congress, said in Congress tbe 
other day that “the leading issue in this State 
last fall was the Maine law.” That will do 
to tell away from home. Washburn and the 
foreign orators, Hale and others, stumped the 
State to show to the people that the issue was 

not the Maine law. If a lio suited the purpose 
of Mr. Washburn when he said the whig par- 
ly was dead and not enough whigs left to bury 
it, why may he not eat his own words in 

Washington if that suits his purpose 1 

Tiib Triumph—Wisconsin Erect.—We 

give below the majorities for the several candi- 
dates on the democratic state ticket as ascer- 

tained by the state canvassers. The result 
shows an average majority of more than 
TWENTY-EIGHT HUNDRED for the de- 
mocracy ! This is a triumph over all the ele- 
ments of opposition combined and consolidated, 
and as such may be justly set down as one of 
the greatest achieved by the democratic party in 
this year of grace 1855. 

Wm. Harstowr 137 
McArthur 2880 
Jones 3125 
Kucne 2185 
Smith 17“9 

Harry 3339 
Dennis 4074 
McGatry 2226 

The New York Herald thinks that ‘the de- 
mocracy of the house, thus far, hare stood 
with a steadiness and solidity to Richardson 
strongly foreshadowing the national consolida- 
tion of the party in the presidential contest.— 
The divisions among the opposition elements 
stow is clearly that they are still adrift.’ 

.—.— ... I.—.- 

New Books, &c. 
The age or Fable ; or Stories of gods and 

Hemes. By Thomas Bulfinch. Boston: 
Sanborn, Carter & Baxin. 
We bare here x work of 580 pages on an- 

cient mythology, designed to assist the reader 
of English literature, by telling the stories of 

mythology in such a manner as not only to be 

instructive but amusing. Every one not 

versed in Grecian lore, has often been at a loss 
to understand, in the writings of Byron, Mil- 

ton, Shakspeare, Coleridge and a host of oth- 

ers of more modern times, the allusions made 

to Jupiter, Juno, Hero and Leander, Apollo, 
Venus, &c. The author here attemps, not to 

teach mythology as a study, but as a relaxa- 
tion from study ; to give the work the charm 

1 
of a story book, while it also imparts a knowl- 

! edge of an Important branch of education.— 
The book is not intended for thn learned, but 

for those who wish to comprehend the allu- 
sions so often made by public lecturers, es- 

sayists and poets, and which often occur in 
conversation. For sale by E. Clarke. 

Home Cooksey ; a collection of tried Re- 
ceipts, both Foreign and Domestic. By 
Mrs. J. Chadwick. Boston: Crosby, Nich- 
ols & Co. 
This is, as its name imports, a practical 

work on the important subject of domestic 

cookery, written in a plain, intelligible man- 

ner—just the thing for young wives just com- 

mencing housekeeping. Clarke has it. 

Beginning and Growth of the Christian 
Life ; or the Sunday School Teacher.— 
Boston : Crosby. Nichols & Co., for the 
Sunday School Society. 
The publishers announce as their sole aim, 

the circulation of books that assist the Sab- 

bath school teacher in his important work, and 

promote the love of God and man. They 
do not consider themselves responsible for 
minor peculiarities of sentiment or expression. 
The book is wtitlen in a clear, vigorous style, 
and treats upon the various qualifications and 

duties of the teacher, the wants of Sunday 
schools, the true object of S. S. instruction, 
relation of the child to the church, Christian 
standard of character, &c., &c. For sale as 

above. 

American School Hymn Book. By Asa 
Fttz. Boston : Crosby, Nichols & Co. 

A neat little song book, designed for the use 

of schools. It abounds in hymns, expressive 
of the warm and grateful emotions of the heart, 
and speaks much for the poetic taste of the 

compiler. For sale as above. 

Words for the Workers. By Wm. 1). 
llalev. Boston : Crosby, Nichols & Co. 

This is a scries of lectures addressed to 

l workingmen, mechanics and apprentices, who 
wish for encouragement in their toil, in which 
the author endeavors to solve the problem— 
“WJrat may best be done by Christianity for 

the working classes I” For sale as above. 

FonssT Bods. From the Woods of Maine. 
By Florence Percy. Boston; Brown, Ba- 
zin & Co., Portland, Francis Blake. 
Florence Percy is said to bo the nom tie 

plume of a lady in Maine, whose poems, orig- 
inally published in the leading literary period- 
icals of New England, gained a wide circula- 

tion, and were universally commended. The 
Portland Transcript says that the fair writer’s 
real name is Mrs. L. A. C. Taylor, of Farm- 

ington Falls. Like many of our cotempora- 
ries, we feel proud that a young lady of such 
rare poetic genius hails from our native State. 

Her poetry is charming, her imagery beauti- 

ful, calling lorth at once all the gentler emo- 

tions of the soul. For sale by Henry Ilyde 
& Son. 

Forthcoming.—Messrs. Wanzer, M'Kim 
& Co., Buffalo, N. Y., are about issuing a 

new work, elegantly illustrated, from the pen 
of the renowned traveller, J. H. Ilcadly, en- 

titled “The Sacred Plains,” designed as a 

gift book for the holidays. We shall speak 
more particularly of the work hereafter. 

Graham's Magazine tor January opens like 
a fresh rose bud. Besides its usual quantum 
of choice literary paper, it is illustrated with 

three steel engravings, and numerous wood 

cuts. We have so frequently made mention 
of the merits of this Magazine, that anything 
else we might remark, would be but repeti- 
tion. It is one of those works which frankly 
speaks tor itself, and needs no commendation 
from other sources to demonstrate its superior- 
ity. Now is tho time to subscribe. 

For the Eastern Times. 

The Naval Retired List and the Tribune. 
Mr. Editor :—In the Bath Tribune have 

lately appeared two articles, condemning the 

action of tho late Naval Board. We supposed 
the first article was prompted by a desire to 

soften down the feelings of some personal 
friend of the editor, who had been set aside to 

make room for a better man on the naval! st 

of promotion; and the last article smacks 

strongly of the same unpleasant odor. Has it 
come to this, that conductors of public jour- 
nals are to let their personal friendships and 

prejudices lead them to condemn a measure of 

reform in our navy, so long and so loudly 
called for, and so notoriously necessary 1 Can 

any of them have become so selfish and nar- 

row-minded as to desire the American navy 
to still continue a by-word among nations, a 

foul blot and lasting disgrace to the flag they 
carry, rather than it should be purged of the 

festering sores and unsightly blotches that were 

fast eating to its vitals ! Better that the Tri- 
: bune, inslead of probing the lacerated parts 
| with a poisonous quill, should stand boldly by 
; the surgeons, and with a heated iron cicatrice 
the wound. 

If the Tribune verily supposes these late re- 

forms unnecessary, little does he know how 
debased had become our republican navy.— 
Had he ever visited our large cities and no- 

ticed the “Bright Buttons” issuing forth from 
the numerous dens of iniquity, in beastly in- 
toxication, he must have blushed at the scene, 
while patriotism would have obliged him to 
admit that some pruning was necessary ere the 
leaven spread through the whole mass. 

Our navy contains many high minded, chiv- 
alrous, and noble youth, who are an honor to 

their country and its service, but in looking 
over the list ol removals, one cannot but won- 

der why Congress so long delayed applying 
the cure to the navy, that was long since so 

judiciously applied to the army. Should not 

our navy stand as well in public estimation as 

the army? The same pruning process was 

applied to that branch of the service, and its 
benificent fruits are plainly seen ; although it 
made as much or more squirming among the 
•ore ones, as is now seen from the Tribone. 

There msy bare been some apparently se- 

vere eases, bnt remember that we know noth- 

ing of the circumstances that led the board to 

their decisions. It is enough to kaow that it 
was a highly respectable and impartial tribn- 

nal, selected by Congress to perform an un- 

pleasant, unthankful, yet most necessary task, 
and they have boldly performed it, both in 
high and low places. Then shame on him 
who now cries baby, because his pet was 

furloughed, and how ridiculous to name 
Lieuts. Maury and Gtlliss, pretending that 
their case is the cause of complaint. They 
are both fine scholars and peTfeot gentlemen. 
The Tribune admits that Lieut. Maury is 
“disabled and unfit for sea duty then where 
the impropriety or injustice of placing him in 
another department, at the head of the astro- 

nomical bureau, or kindred duties, and filling 
his place in the rough and tumble of active sea 

duty, by one who is better qualified for such 
duty. Lieut. Maury has been in effect fur- 
loughed for a number of years, but until now 

has stood in the way of another's promotion, 
which was certainly impolitic, if not unjust. 
Lieut. Gilliss and Com. Smith may have been 
similarly situated for aught we know. They 
have neither ct them been on active sea duty 
for some time. 

No, Mr. Tribune. Hush up your whining 
friend, whether passed midshipman or what 
not; tell him he has been treated kindly and 
well. He has been removed like a stumbling 
block from the track of the locomotive, and 

placed where he can live in quiet ease at the 
country’s expense—no hard fate, surely, when 
he looks round upon his hard working neigh- 
bors and compares their daily toil with his 
own competency and ease. Some of the re- 

tired officers receive upwards of $3000 a year, 
which would support three of them here in 
Bath, very comfortably and respectably in- 
deed. • 

The Sumner Tragedy. 
The examination of Edward O. Coburn and 

Benjamin F. Dalton, on the charge of the 
murder of William Sumner, the victim of the 
“Shawmut Avenue flogging affair,” took 
place in the Police Court, Boston, before Jus- 
tice Cushing, and occupied Tuesday and 
Wednesday. A large number of witnesses 
were brought upon the stand, and the court 
room was thronged by spectators during the 
proceedings. 

Judge Cushing, at the conclusion of the ex- 

amination, delivered his opinion as follows : 

The primary question is, ‘Did Mr. Sum- 
ner come to his death by personal violence up- 
on his body!’ There are two classes of evi- 
dence admissible to prove this—the statements 
of physicians, and signs and tokens from him 
subsequently. Both classes go to show that 
he did. The physicians' opinions, so far as 

they go, are that he did. Dr. Holmes is clear 
on this point. Dr. Jackson is particularly 
strong when he says. ‘I do not believe he 
would have had the inflammation if he had not 
been beaten. Judging from hi’s position, and 
the clear-mindedness he exhibited on the stand, 
he cannot be wrong. He says he might have 
had the inflammation from some other cause, 
but nothing to that effect has been shown.— 
That he died from the effect of injuries re- 

ceived, I deem conclusive. 
With regard to other evidence corroborative 

of Dr. Jackson's, it lias been proved that on 

Thanksgiving day he left the game of football 
and went into the house ; previous to this he 
was a young man of uncommon health—from 
a healthy race. No proof has beon given that 
his death could arise from any other cause 
than from violence on the 17th of November. 
It seems that it did result from that—1 must 
come to that conclusion. 

The next question is, ‘Who inflicted the 
personal violence V Somebody W3S violently 
beaten at house No. 81 Shawmut Avenue, on 

the 17lh of November. There can bo no 

doubt that that person was Mr. Sumner ; there 
can be no doubt that Coburn and Dalton wero 
the persons who beat him. We have their 

: own confessions ; they siid they flogged Mr. 
j Sumner; one of them declared they had 

flogged him very severely. The violence pro- 
j duced the death of Mr. Sumner. 

They undoubtedly decoyed him there, and 
I am surprised that Mr. Sumner did not see 
the treachery ; at the house the excitement 
was intense, the exchange of rings was allud- 
ed to, angry passions were aroused, and a 
scuffle ensued ; a fitly threw up the window 
and cried out, ‘Come in! Murder1 burst 
open the door!’ Sumner was dragged to the 
basement, and there the violence was perpe- 
trated. 

This was not accidental ; their intention 
was evidently to chastise him pretty near to 

I life's end, and the result has proved they suc- 

ceeded too fearfully. 1 therefore feel war- 

ranted to commit them to appear on the first 
Monday of January, 1850, before the Mumci- 
pal Coiftt.” 
i_ 

Repeal that Law. 
One of the first acts of the Legislature of 

i this State to assemble in Augusta next week, 
will be to repeal the outrageous and dastardly 
law requiring naturalized citizens to exhibit 
their papers to the municipal authorities three 
months previous to an election. Indeed the 
first business of the session will he to repeal 
every law passed by the mongrel concern of 
last winter; this will he the most popular 
move that can be made. The Legislature can 

then despatch the remaining business of the 
session and go home. We sincerely hope 

| our naturalized citizens will not be hampered 
by .the outrageous law we have alluded to in 
our coming spring elections. 

Dn. King's claim allowed.—The New 
York Observer says :— 

It give us great satisfaction to be able to say 
last week, that after so many years of delay, 
vexation and less, the claim of Rev. Jonas 
King, D. D., upon the kingdom of Greece, for 
pecuniary damages sustained by him, has at 

last, through the interposition of our govern- 
ment, been allowed. Although Dr. King has 
been paid far less than he was in equity enti- 
tled to, it is a source of gratification to him and 
his friends, that the difficulty is at length ad- 
justed amicably by the payment to Dr. King, 
by the Greek government, of $25,000 in full of 
all demands. 

Concert.—We trust our citizens will not 

forget the Concert by the Bath Cornet Band, 
on Thursday evening, it Columbian Hall.— 
We take pride in saying that this Band sus- 

tains as high a reputation as any in the Stale, 
and all who attend will gel the full value of 

their money, in one of the best musical enter- 

tainments with which we have for a long time 
been favored. Let every citizen, with his wife 
and children,—if he has any,—make it a point 
to be there, and thus show by his presence 
some just appreciation ot the existence of such 
a band of musicians in our midst. 

We expect to see Columbian Hall crowded. 
It can easily be done. Go early, if you wish 
a good seat. 

Lyceum.—Our Lyceum goer* were pretty 
generally disappointed in the production of 
Rev. Mr. Clark on the subject of the Russian 

Empire. The lecturer labored hard to make 
himself interesting, but the lecture was alter all 
stale and tedious, consisting largely of extracts 

from foreign letter writers, which one may 
meet with almost daily. The lecturer seemed 
“ out of his element” so to speak. 

The lecture this (Wednesday) evening, will 
be by Rev. Hugh S. Carpenter of Portland, on 

the Past, Present and Fotore, relatively con- 

sidered. 

Christmas. 
We are glad to-perceive a growing inclina- 

tion among our people to make Christmas the 
occasion for reasonable festivity and joy, par- 

ticularly to the young folks, by furnishing 
amusements suited to their taste, the distribu- 
tion of presents, &e. On Monday, the shops 
were thronged during the day by purchasers, 
and an unusual quantity of holiday presents 
disposed of. 

Religious services were held on Monday 
evening and Tuesday morning at the Episco- 
pal Church, which was beautifully decorated 
with evergreens, mottoes, &c. 

A social party of the members and friends 
of the New Jerusalem Church collected at an 

early hour on Monday evening, at Columbian 
Hall, where music, dancing, and mutual greet- 
ings and congratulations occupied the pleas- 
ant hours till 10 o’clock, when the company 
broke up, and all went to their homes highly 
delighted with their entertainment. 

The UnitarianS. S. Festival was fully at- 

tended. W e are informed that the scholars 

enjoyed the evening in the highest degree.— 
Presents were distributed from a Christmas 
tree to each scholar, alter which a table, boun- 

tifully laden with choice edibles, was spread, 
and both old and young partook. It was 

really a pleasant and profitably spent evening. 
Through the kindness of Rev. Mr. Mason, 

we are enabled to give the following account 

of the Sunday School Festival at Wesley 
Church:— 

At an early hour the old church received 
its scores oi happy youth to partake of the joy 
and receive the gifts which kind hearts of pa- 
rents, teachers and friends had provided. The 
gifts, numbering not less than six hundred, all 
labelled and marked for the recipient, were 

tastefully arranged upon two fine spruces, 
placed on either side of the altar, in front of 
the pulpit. Fine volumes, in various styles of 
binding, richly ornamented articles, curiously 
wrought gold and silver, silks, laces, gloves, 
caps, shoes, boots, comforters, and many other 
articles, too numerous to mention, decorated 
the branches. 

In the centre of tho pulpit hung a splendid 
gold watch, valued at $150, purchased by the 
choir and the congregation, as a token of re- ; 
gard for their chorister, whose services have 
been most cheerfully and faithfully rendered 
to sustain and improve the singing in this 
church. 

The services of the evening were commenced 
with singing and prayer, by Rev. Mr. Jaques, 
the former pastor of this church, and addresses 
were made by Rev. Messrs. Jaques, Springer, 
Mason and Moore, interspersed with fine mu- 

sic by the choir. The presents were then dis- 
tributed, And all returned, cheerful and happy, 
to their hpmes. 

Much credit and praise is due to the pastor 
and his worthy companion for their interest 
and untiring exertions to make this one of the 

happiest seasons the youth and.children of this 
Sabbath School ever experienced. Everything 
passed pleasantly, each being well pleased 
with themselves and everybody else. May 
the blessings of God continue upon this Sab- 
bath School, with its devoted band of teachers. 

On Tuesday evening, a Sabbath School 
Festival was held by those connected with the 
Free Will Baptist Society, at their church on 

North Street, where two trees, also, loaded 
with presents, were distributed. All present 
seemed delighted with tho evening's entertain- 
ment. 

Supreme Judicial Court. 
The present term of this Court for Sagada- 

hoc County, commenced its session on Tues- 
day of last week. Judge Appleton presiding. 
The following cases have been tried by the 

Jury. Many others have been disposed of by 
being continued, or being sent to the lull bench 
on questions of law. 

James T. Patten and als, vs. John McDou- 
gal. An action to recover the value of a quan- 
tity of iron, sold by plfs. to deft. Defence .that 
the action was prematurely brought, the iron 
being purchased on a credit of six months.— 
Verdict for the plfs. for $3525,40. 

Bronson <fc Evans for plfs. Rand for deft. 
Adam Hunter vs. 4In]man Staples and als. 

An aetjon for entering plf.’s land and commit- 

ting trespass by cutting trees and wood.— 
Verdict for plf. Damages, $144,27. 

Gilbert for plf. Tall man for defts. 
Coombs vs. Inhabitants of Topsham. An 

action to recover damages sustained by pit. by 
being thrown from his carriage while riding 
in the highway. Verdict for deft. 

Tallman & Orrfor plf. Bronson & Sewall 
for defts. 

Death and Vanity.—The Sf. Louis Her- 
ald of Wednesday, says : “Some of our fash- 
ionable ladies, owing to an excess of vanity, in 
order to give tone and permanency to their 

complexion, or, as they say, ‘to improve their 
complexion,’ are in the habit of taking arsenic 
in small doses. Within the past week two 

ladies of this city, members of wealthy fami- 
lies, and ladies of fashion, have died very sud- 
denly. Their nearest friends and relations say 
that they were ‘arsenic eaters ;’ but in order 
to guard against scandal, the real cause of 
their death has not been made public. How- 

I ever, these same persons do not hesitate to say 
privately, that an over-dose of arsenic was the 
real cause of their death. Vanity must, in- 
deed, be an almost uncontrollable passion with 

persons who, to gratify it, will hazard their 

very existence. There is no doubt of the fact 
that this practice is general among our fashion- 
able butterflies, at least, to such an extent as 

to become alarming.” 

jy Dear reader, allow us to wish you a 

“Happy New Year.” Jf you arc indebted to 
the printer, and will have the kindness to just 
leave the amount at his office, or remit the 
same by letter, you can’t tell how much joy 
'twill send to his heart and the hearts of his 
creditors. Suppose you try it. 

S3T An old fashioned show storm com- 

menced on Tuesday morning and continued 
during the day and night, covering the ground 
to the depth of 4 inches. 

|CF* As the cold blasts of winter howl 
around your comfortable dwellings, don’t for- 
get the suffering poor around you. 

New Year’s Address.—The Carrier boy 
of the Times will present the compliments of 
the season to our friends on Tuesday next, in 
the shape of his usual annual address. He 
hopes to find them fjpalthy, happy, and com- 

fortably easy about the pockets. He's a faith- 
ful little fellow—don't forget him. 

Madame Jenny Lind Goldschmidt lias 
arrrived in London, and a series of ooncena and 
oratorio* are to be given under the direction of 
Mr. Mitchell, at Ester Hall. M. Benedict 
will be coo doc tor. 

Hew Ward Boundaries. 
At the last meeting of the City Council, 

new boundaries were fixed upon for the wards 
in this city, as follows, to take efleet the first 

day of March next. We copy from the Sen- 
tinel :— 

Ward l.—Bounded hy a line from Wash- 
ington St., through the middle of the Rope- Walk, and the game course continued, to West 
Bath ; thence by West Bath to Winnegance 
creek, and by said creek snd Kennebec river, 
to a point opposite Federal St., through Fed- 
eral and Washington Sts. to the first. 

Ward 2.—Bounded on the south by Ward 
1 ; on the west by West Bath to the Western 
Avenue ; thence through said Avenue to High 
St., by High St. to Granite St., by 'he north 
line of Granite St. to the north line of King 
St. to the Kennebec river ; on the east by 
said river. 

Ward 3.—Bounded on the south by Ward 
2 ; on the west by West Bath to the Bruns- 
wick road ; by said road to Lincoln St., hy 
Lincoln St. to Academy St., by Academy St. 
to High St., High St. to Centre St., by 
Centre St. to Front St., thence by north line 
ot custom house land to Kennebec river; on 
the east hy said river. 

Ward 4.—Bounded on the south and west 
by Wird 3 ; on the north by Chestnut, Win- 
ter and Summer Sts. to Kennebec river ; on 
the east by said river. 

Ward5.—Bounded by Ward 4 from the 
Kennebec river to Lincoln St., and by Lin- 
coln St. and the Brnnswick road to the rail 
road ; by the rail road to High St., by High 
St. to North St. by North St. to Kennebec 
river ; on the east by said river. 

Ward G.—Bounded on the south by Ward 
5 ; on the west by Washington St', to Mechan- 
ic St., through Mechanic St., and the same 
course to High St., by High St. to Whiskeag 
stream, and by said stream to Kennobec river ; 
on the north and east by said river. 

Ward 7.—To contain and embrace all the 
remaining territory of the City of Bath, not in- 
cluded within the limits of either of the pre- 
ceding Wards. 

ward rooms. 

Ward 1.—School house on Weeks Street. 
Ward 2.—School House on South Street. 
Ward 3.—School House on Centre Street. 
Ward 4.—City Hall Building. 
Ward 5.—Corinthian Hal! Building. 
Ward 6.—Fuigine House on Front Street. 
Ward 7.—School House on North Street. 

Accident to Steamer Vanderbilt. 
Tbe Bieamer Vanderbilt, which left Stoning- 

ton on Thursday night for New York, was du- 
ring a thick fog on Friday morning, run ashore 
abreast of Randall's Island, below New Yurk. 
The Journal of Commerce says : — 

When the officers of the boat discovered 
that they were in danger, thev attempted to 
throw out the anchor,—but the chain caught in 
the windlass, which prevented the anchor from 
reaching the bottom, so as to hold her. The 
boat then, in the thick fog, immediately swung 
round on the rocks, with the whole force of 
the strong tide, abreast of Randall's Island.— 
They were afraid to use the steam to put her 
ahead, lest they should run ashore,—and they 
had depended upon the anchor to hold her. 

The passengers from Stonington. about 100 
in number, were taken on board the Connecti- 
cut, the Norwich boat, which brought them to 
this city about 12 o'clock. 

The Vanderbilt lies on the rocks,—the tide 
receding.—and will he high and dry at low 
water. If she is got off the damage will be 
perhaps $20,000 or $25,000.” 

The Commercial Advertiser says that the 
Bojrd of Underwriters have sent the tugs 
Huntress and Hercules 'o the assistance of the 
C. Vanderbilt, and it is expected she will be 
got off at high water this afternoon. She is 
reported to have received very little damage. 

Getting along Fast.—The editor of the 
Ilangor Jeffersonian in the warmth of his abo- 
lition zeal, has caught up with Phillips and 

Garrison. The following paragraph from a 

speech of Wendell Phillips, reported spec- 
! tally for the Jeffersonian, appears in that pa- 

per with the apparent endorsement of the edi- 

| tor:— 

If I upset the church, it will be only that we 

may get a belter. I believe grass will grow, 
wheat will ripen, rivers, bearing your com- 

merce, will run to the ocean, long after this 
accursed Union is shattered into a thousand 
pieces, and the slave treading upon its frag- 
ments, shall thank God that he is free. 

O^The New Hampshire Gazette says “we 
leave the reader to judge of the probable suc- 

cess of the opposition in concentrating in favor 
of any candidate for President, when these el- 
ements cannot compromise sufficiently to elect 
a Speaker in the Congress. 

Greeley says “John P. Hale's rosy face 
lights up the senate,” but doesn't tell us what 
fires up the rosy face.—Boston Post. 

jy Rev. E. F. Cutter, of^Ilelfast, is to 

assume the editorship of the Christian Mirror. 
Mt. Cutter is well fitted for that position, and 
besides being one of the best preachers in the 
State, is a ready, able and well informed 
writer. Let the friends of the Mirror now 

give a lift in increasing its circulation. 

Too Fist.—Will our brother of the Ban- 
gor Democrat just “hold in” our good breth- 
ren of the Republican Journal and Maine Free 
Press 1 They seem to have got into fighting 
order too soon. Tell them to savo their am- 

munition till after the presidential nomination, 
and hold their fire till, as “old Put” said, they 
“can see the while of the eyes” of the enemy. 

jy It is said that Mr. Guthrie has effected 
all the transport of specie necessary for the op- 

j erations of the government during the past 
year, not only without expense to the depart- 

f ment, but under arrangements which have 
; yielded a profit of S10,000 ! What an out- 

cry was made against the sub-treasury on ac- 

count of the immense expense the “carting of 

specie” would cost. 

Decline or Know-Nothingism in Ken- 

| tucky.—The Paducah Journal and Paducah 
I American, both active know nothing papers 
during the late Kentucky election, have been 
sold at Sherif's sale, and brought $700 and 
$600 respectively. A few days ago a know 

nothing orator during the same canvass was 

whipped and sold into slavery for a certain pe- 
riod, a punishment for some offence against 
the laws. 

_ 

The election of Mr. Cobb, speaker of con- 

gress in 1849, took place on the 99d of De- 
cember, we believe, or the 23d. On the first 
vote after the adoption of the plurality rule 
Cobb took the lead, and was elected on the 

fourth ballot afterwards by 102 votes against 
99 for Mr. VVinthrop. 

|y In the house of representatives of Penn- 

sylvania, in 1833, while a bill granting pen- 
sions to certain revolutionary v lerans was 

pending in that body, Mr. Matthias moved to 

add a gratuity o( $40 to one Sarah Cross, ‘the 
sweetheart of an old soldier,’ which motion pre- 
vailed, 45 to 36. 

The democratic state committee of New 

Hampshire have appointed Col. John H. 

George to fill the vacancy in the national dem- 

ocratic committee occasioned by the decease 
of Hon. Charles G. Atherton. Colonel George 
is a democrat of the purest water. 

Things in Kansas. 
Vfew days ago we did our best, on the top 

of the flood of absurd reports, to give a fair 
view of the state of things in Kansas ; and re- 

marked that the probability was, the Missouri- 
ans, brought over the border by false rumors, 
were returning home. This taros out to be 
the rase. Other facts ate coming out. We 
have stated already a significant one, namely, 
that measures are in progress to tty the mur- 

derer of Dow. This is as it Bhould be. Let 
the law, by all means, have its course and 
deal justice on the guilty. This, with other 
facts, indicate that, to tho grief aDd disappoint- 
ment of the abolition tribe, it is probable there 
will be no war in Kansas. 

But we continne to ask good citizens to con- 
sider the full import of the position taken by 
some in Kansas, and by freesoil agitators and 
their aiders here, ». e., that ihe Kansas legis- 
lature is an illegal body ; that obedience is not 
due to its acts or subinisron due to officers 
appointed under its authority. Nor is this 
view more theory. The sheriff sent to Law- 
rence to make arrests was such an officer.— 
The Kansas freesoil agitators declare for open 
'resistance to this officer. We do not allege 
this yd of lint people of Lawrence or of Kan- 
sas ; but we du charge that such is the policy 
urged in tho flood of rascally abolition letters 
that have appeared in such traitorous prints as 

the New Vork Tribune. This, as wo’ under- 
stand it, is the kernel view of this matter. It 
is this purpose of resistance to existing authori- 
ty that we desire to be considered. This is 
the position we deem an illustration of the 

higher law doctrine ; which is so full of im- 
port that it strikes at all law ; which is an- 

archical, and therefore deserving of the sever- 
est censure. 

This is the position which is boldly justified 
by such abolition presses as the N. Y. Tri- 
bune, and even by the Boston Daily Adver- 
tiser. Let us look briefly at what they justi- 
fy and what they would have Got. Shannon 
do. Now nobody has doubted the power ef 
Gov. Reeder to convene a legislature; or al- 
leged that in calling it at Pawnee City, he ex- 
ceeded his authority. This is allowed to ba 
right. He granted certificates to the mem- 
bers. They then became a representative as- 

sembly for the term tor which they were elect- 
ed, with all the rights and privileges of such 
a body. Gov. Reeder sent messages to it; in- 
vited legislation by it; but vetoed an set ad- 
journing it to Shawnee Mission. They passed 
the act nearly unanimously over the veto.— 
Their right to do this was questioned by him. 
Then the legislature called by resolution on 
each of the judges of the supreme court ol the 
territory for hi3 opinion, who each gave an 

elaborate opinion declarative of the right at 
the legislature to adjourn to Shawnee. Such 
was the position of things when Gov. Shan- 
non arrived in Kansas. 

ms lew remarks on ms welcome werechar- 
actevized by so much good sense, and so well 
titled tor existing circumstances, that they 
were highly commended even by such journals 
as the National Intelligencer. He announced 
his intention of causing the laws of the land to 
be respected. This officer, like every other 
executive, cannot proceed a step without the 
sanction of law. Now what the freesoilers 
asked ot Gov. Shannon was, to stpp above 
law and lake upon himself the responsibility 
of dissolving, or of subvening, this legisla- 
ture ; of paying no regard to it; of treating 
the judges as though there were no judges ; 
and declaring it an illegal body, to convene a 

new legislature at Pawnee ! These freesoil- 
ers asked him in a word to be a despot! The 
bare statement of this position would seem to 
be enough to condemn it. Surely it is not too 
much to ask those citizens who mean to be 
true to the foundation principles of oor sys- 
tem, to pause and ask what they wiil do if 
they sustain this position. 

It does not meet the case to allege that a 

portion ot this legislature was illegally elect- 
ed. We have denounced repeatedly the foray 
ot the Missourians. They had no business 
with the elections of Kansas ; but the illegal 
election of a portion of the members cannot 
make the whole illegal, flow came Keeder 
to acknowledge the legislature if it was ille- 
gal f This body, according to his action, was 
a legal body until it voted to adjourn to Shaw- 
nee ; and this is the precise time when it is al- 
leged the legislature became illegal. In view 
of all the facts of this adjournment—of the 
land speculations in Pawnee—of the judge"b 
opinion—is not this a very weak ground on 

which to justify resistance to established au- 

thority, civil war, the shedding of blood, that 
worst ot states, anarchy 1 Is it any justifica- 
tion at all? 

But we have not yet reliable facts as to 
Kansas. The sky is becoming clear. When 
the flood of the most absurd rumors has sub- 
sided ; when we have clear relations of the 
purposes of the people ; when we get correct 
relations of offieial action ; then a correct 

| judgment can ne formed as to Kansas mat- 
ters. The abolition tirades on this, subject 
are as anarchical at they are disgraceful. 

It is astonishing to see how tbe opponents «f 
tbe Nebraska bill persist in basely misrepre- 
senting the position ot us friends. It is false 
to say that we are in favor of the extension of 
slavery into the territories of Kansas and Ne- 
braska ; it is a calumny to charge us with de- 
fending outrages by missionaries ; it is wan- 

tonly base to accuse us of justifying murder. 
Those who raako such accusations amd con- 

tinually utter such misrepresentations. Knout 
j they are false and calumnious. Those who 
| violate the laws deserve punishment, let theta 

hail from Missouri or from Massachusetts, 
j The right asserted for the people of Kanaia is, 

that in moulding the forms of their constitu- 
tion—in framing an organic law under which 
they sluil live—they shall have tbe same 

rights that exist in other states. This right 
is claimed for the actual settlers in Kansas; 

j not for the people ot Missouri, or of New Eng- | land.—Boston Post. 

Supposed Robbers Arrested.—In Septem- 
ber last $50,000 in g»lil, on iu way from the 
Land Office in Dubuque, Iowa, to New York, 
in oharge of the American Express Co. was 

lost. It was in two boxes, and when the boxes 
arrived at New York they weie found to con- 

tain lead instead of gold. Three persons were 

last week arrested on suspicion of having per- 
petrated this robbery, viz : Oliver King and 
Warren C. Ayer, of Lawrence, and Samuel 
White, (whose father resides in Londonderry 
Conn.) the messenger who had charge 
of the money between Chicago and Detroit.— 

They were arraigned before the Police Court 
in Boston last week, and were each held in 
$13,000 for their appearance for examination 

j on the 27th inst. 

| -- 
(t/“ Two trains of the Great Western Can- 

; ada, and Erie and Ontario Railroad, came iu 
collision Tuesday afternoon. The engine and 
two or three cars were smashed, two lives were 

lost, and several persons wounded ; both trains 
were behind lime. 

The Cost.—According to a Paris correspon- 
dent of the National Intelligencer, the cost of 
the Eastern war grestly exceeds one million of 
dollars perWlay. This is indeed enormous.— 

Such an outlay, long continued, must produce 
disastrous results to the nstions immediately 
engaged. It is said that of 80,000 horses sent 

to the Black Sea by France, only 10.000 re- 

main. The other 70,000 either perished in 

battle, or through exposure, fatigue and neg- 

lect. The average cost was about #100 each, 
and about as much more to convey them to the 
Crimea. 

5J* The members of the High School, 
with a few invited guests, will hold a festival 
at Columbian Hall, ou Fridav evening next, 

at which a beantilul present will be made to 

their esteemed principal, wi*B appropriate 
speeches ; also distribution of presents among 
themselves and friends, music, refreshments, 
4se. > -f vhv 
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